
Dear OMC members, 

Sincere thanks to the Oakland Magic Circle. In particular, the club officials who invited 
me to serve as special guest for the 100th anniversary of the organization and all the 
members who braved the bay area weather to attend.  

In lieu of notes, I offer a list of recommended books, and a small treasure hunt through 
the literature of our Art. I promise your sincere efforts will be rewarded. If the OMC 
library does not currently contain copies of all the below mentioned books, they are all 
worth adding.  

Michael Weber 02/2025  

READING ASSIGNMENT  

Here a list of books for your reconsideration. If you are not familiar with any of these 
titles, treasures await you. If, instead, you have read every book in the group, I invite 
you to find something you overlooked the first time. Your perspective as to the relative 
worth of a certain collection of items will vary greatly as your level of cumulative 
knowledge increases.  

When I say that I believe each of these books to be something special, consider the 
following facts which are true about every book listed here:  

They were all originally released between the years of 1937 and 1964.  

All of them were published by mainstream publishing houses.  

Each was written or compiled for the general public.  

They were a written or compiled by respected professionals of the time  

All of the books contain a great deal, if not a majority of sleightless material.  

More than half of the books are still available in print for under ten dollars though books 
that once sold for a few bucks have gone up to $8-16.95. 

Byron Walker Books has copies of most of these books and can provide them new or in 
gently used copies for much less than retail. He can save you shipping by bringing them 
to the next OMC meeting. Also members get a 10% on orders of $40 or more.  
byron.walker@comcast.net  

Some books are in your local library and online via the Internet Archive. If you like what 
you see they are worth buying for more leisurely reading and to place post-in with your 
notes. 

mailto:byron.walker@comcast.net
https://archive.org/


 

MATHEMATICS, MAGIC AND MYSTERY 
Written by Martin Gardner. 174 pages, currently in print as a Dover paperback. 
chapters containing hundreds of tricks, methods and variations of mathematically 
based magic effects. The element that makes this material so wonderful is the Gardner 
Approach. In the first chapter on tricks with cards the material is divided into groups 
based upon the specific aspect of the cards, the effect, or method utilized: tricks using 
cards, counting, using numerical values, tricks based upon the division of colors and 
suits, and tricks using the distinction between front and back. If this type of detailed 
methodological dissection sounds a bit dry, consider that in addition to original 
Gardner creations, this first chapter also offers material from Findley, Henry Christ, 
Charles Jordan, Stewart James and Bob Hummer.  

Later chapters include magic with common objects, such as dice, dominoes, 
calendars, watches, matches, coins, and checkerboards; topological material with 
handkerchiefs, string, rubber bands, and clothing; and tricks using special equipment, 
such as the "Magic Age Cards, Heath's "Tappit," and the "Sure-Shot Dice Box." 
Geometrical vanishes ranging from the simple line vanish to the puzzling Mel Stover 
variations are described, pictured, and explained with clarity. The last chapter on 
magic with pure numbers is a pleasant crash-course in recreational mathematics which 
will teach you how to extract cube roots, predict a sum, guess someone's age, and 
combine numerical subtlety with psychological forces. My affection for this little book 
is akin to that which most cardmen confess for Erdnase, and individuals who take the 
time to reconsider the material will be rewarded on many levels.  

Several Martin Garner books are available free to view online at Internet Archive here.  

(Note: A different, but derivative approach to the same type of material can be found in 
William Simon's MATHEMATICAL MAGIC. Originally a $1.95 Scribner paperback, this 
187-page paperback is now out of print. Simon thanks and references Gardner 
throughout this book, but there is enough unique material to reward the interested 
reader. -Online 

There is much repetition, but Simon's personal slant on number tricks, topological 
oddities, and mathematical mentalism offer a fresh approach. One of the places the 
material stands out is Simon's chapter on Magic Squares. After you have made a 
serious study of the Gardner book, this is a book worth reading.)  

Next is a group of four books from one author: Bruce Elliott. As editor of The Phoenix, 
Elliott had access to some of the most inventive personalities of his time, and some of 
the most interesting items from those individuals are collected in three of these 
volumes. The fourth book is an encyclopedia of performance material that could supply 
a professional with every item needed for a lifetime career.  

https://archive.org/search?query=creator%3A%22Martin+Gardner%22&page=2
https://archive.org/details/mathematicalmagi0000simo/page/n5/mode/2up


MAGIC AS A HOBBY- Online 
Originally published by Harper and Brothers in 1948. It was illustrated by L. Vosburgh 
Lyons and has a Foreword that was written by Orson Welles. Ten chapters and 231 
pages of wonderful magic. This is the place to look for a full routine based on the 
barehanded production of fistfuls of dollar bills, or Bill Neff’s work on the cigarette 
vanisher. From a very deceptive version of "Sheep and Wolves" to Paul Curry's 
"Linked" (the inspiration for Dean’s Box), there is arguably not a bad trick in the book.  

PROFESSIONAL MAGIC MADE EASY – Online 
Published in 1959 by the Gramercy Publishing Company. More than 220 pages of 
astonishing close-up, parlor, and stage miracles, all illustrated by Arthur Seymour. 
Herein lies Gardner material, Elmsley tricks, and entire chapter of Paul Curry material. 
The quality and breadth of the items are staggering. Also here: an astounding 
improvisational glass penetration by Eric Lewis, a full chapter of practical non-card 
mental magic, card effects from Al Baker and Dai Vernon, and a one-man method for 
the "Dancing Handkerchief."  

THE BEST IN MAGIC- Online 
Published by Harper & Row in 1956. 246 pages. By Bruce Elliot,  illustrated by Louis 
Ravelli, and though long out of print, used copies can be found. Within these pages 
you will discover magical origami folds by Gershon Legman, a severed hand that writes 
from Stuart Cramer, Paul Curry's thinking on the Center Tear, and three different short-
change methods from Derek (yes, Derek) Vernon.  

CLASSIC SECRETS OF MAGIC - Online 
Published by Harper and Brothers in 1953, this is one of the most complete collections 
of classic magic I have encountered. Elliott wrote it. Stanley Jaks did the illustrating, 
and the result is a book which is the first place to look if your are interested in practical 
methods and full routines for everything from "Card on Ceiling" or "Rice Bowls," to 
"Cups and Balls," "Egg Bag," or "Miser's Dream." This is also a wonderful collection of 
close-up routines for the "Ambitious Card," the best description in print of "Dr. Sack's 
Dice Routine," and the classic Four Object Assembly.  

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF CARD TRICKS - Online 
Why ever read another book on card magic until you’ve digested the classics? 
Everyone always tells you to read Erdnase and Expert Card Technique in addition to 
Vernon and Marlo, but I'll suggest an alternative course of action: The aforementioned 
books are perfect for the new initiate or the seasoned professional, but there is a 
middle-age of experience that the card magician eventually reaches. It's that time of 
life when the classics seem too dated or overexposed, and the new material just 
doesn't satisfy your hunger. When was the last time you took a long look at the Von 
Deusen/Gravatt/Hugard Encyclopedia of Card Tricks? The Encyclopedia is currently 
available as a $7.95 Dover paperback and offers 22 chapters of hundreds of different 
card effects and methods. Tricks from Annemann, Vernon, Miller, Baker, Farelli, 
Jordan, Gibson, Elliott, Findley, Gray, Buckley, Hugard, and so on. Pick a principle or 

https://archive.org/details/magicashobby0000unse_r8b5
https://archive.org/details/professionalmagi0000bruc/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/bestinmagic0000elli
https://archive.org/details/classicsecretsof00elli
https://archive.org/details/encyclopediaofca00huga


an effect and there's probably an entire chapter devoted to the information you seek. 
Impromptu effects, Spelling tricks, You Do as 1 Do, Key Cards, an entire chapter with 
Slick Aces, Diachylon, Double-back cards, Double-faced Cards, One-way Backs, 
Reversed Cards, Prearranged Cards, "Svengali" tricks, "Mene- Tekel" tricks. Stripper 
Cards, Short Cards, and more. Note that each of the above is an entire chapter on that 
subject, and the other chapters cover everything imaginable from prepared decks to 
the Nikola Card System. You don't need another book on card magic.  

SCARNE'S MAGIC TRICKS -not online but otherJohn Scarne books are here.  
And finally, my favorite: Scarne's Magic Tricks. A small book that gives you 200 non-
card effects that are almost all self-working with 150 of the best illustrations in a 
modern magic text. Still available as a paperback from Signet, this is the place to 
browse when you grow weary of "Card to Wallet," "Ring Flight," and the ten other 
tricks everyone else is performing.  

DO YOUR HOMEWORK: A TOP TEN EXERCISE FROM MICHAEL WEBER  

I grew up in real magic shops. The walls were lined with books. There were glass cases 
filled with cards and coins and little packages containing the best magic in the world. 
You could hang out, watch demonstrations and buy magic. The shops were also great 
places to meet other magicians, watch them perform, and occasionally try your own 
hand at performing.  

One of the most important things I learned hanging-out in those magic shops was the 
importance of doing your homework. I have been lucky to travel the globe and meet 
with the best magicians in the world and there is almost no secret they would not 
discuss and share if they believe you are ready. A big part of being ready is having 
already done all the work you can on your own. Asking someone else to share 
something they value with you requires your showing them that you value it as much as 
they do, and the best way to do demonstrate this is by your sharing what you know 
about the idea before you ask them to share anything with you.  There are few such 
shops still around but in San Francisco you are very lucky to have Joe Pon’s 
Misdirections Magic Shop with a wide variety of magic and in person teaching. 

The dealers and demonstrators in those old magic shops use to take the time to get to 
know their customers. The guy behind the counter might ask, “What tricks do you do? 
What is your favorite trick? Show me how you shuffle cards.” All of these requests 
were meant to learn how much homework you had already done, and what kind of new 
magic and secrets you might be ready for. That kind of attention is a demonstration of 
respect: Respect for the person and respect for the Art of Magic.  

With all the above in mind, I have prepared a list of “Ten Great Tricks and Secrets” that 
you can discover for yourself just by doing a little homework. Some of these things will 
be really easy to find, others may take a little more work. None of them are impossible 
to find, I promise. Get going!  

https://archive.org/details/isbn_0451145445
https://misdirections.com/


1) John Scarne wrote Scarne’s Magic Tricks in 1951 and almost every trick in there 
was already a golden oldie. Your task is to see past the dated presentations and 
understand that the core secrets and effects of yesterday are still powerful today. 
Interested in an effect where any spectator simply thinks of his question and you can 
answer it perfectly with no questions, no writing, no peeks, no forces! It’s in there, 
waiting for you to rediscover it.  

2) A year earlier in 1950 Scarne compiled a book full of fantastic card magic, Scarne 
On Card Tricks. 155 effects from Masters like Dai Vernon, Paul Curry, Francis Carlyle, 
Martin Gardner, Charles Jordan, Bob Hummer and so many more. Look inside here to 
learn how to tell a spectator exactly which card he is freely thinking of even neither of 
you has a deck of playing cards. No writing, no forces, no kidding.  - Online 

3) Magic Digest by George Anderson has been out of print for a while, but as of this 
writing there are used copies available on Amazon priced under $8.00 each before 
shipping. This book has everything: Illusions, cards, coins, impromptu, cups and balls, 
rope magic, escapes and enough great mentalism to create a professional act. In 
addition, it offers many great anecdotes about magicians of the past that are worth the 
price of the book. Check out page 105 for an anytime miracle using nothing but two 
empty hands, one from you and one from your spectator. - Online 

4) The Tarbell Course in Magic is one of magic’s great investments, except that once 
you buy it, you actually need to read it. Why not get started by looking at a fantastic 
idea hidden on page 206 of Volume 6?   

5) Tarbell Volume One has an interesting trick on page 173. Try getting rid of the Red, 
White and Blue angle and do the trick backwards so the mixed colors separate 
instead. Think “coffee cups” and “colored sweetener packets” and you are off to the 
races. Online but needs to be borrowed Online with a library card.  

“ The Original Tarbell Course in Magic” was a weekly lesson sent in the mail in the mid 
1920s. It has been copied into an electronic version and does not directly correlate to 
the six volume set of books. The Patriotic Paper Balls referred to above is in on page 
67 Online. 

You should buy the complete set. The OMC library also has it.  

A few other Harlan Tarbell books can be found on IA. 

6) Dai Vernon’s Ultimate Secrets of Card Magic. Tons of great magic in here. Tons. 
Looking for hidden treasure? Roy Walton buried a solid gold miracle on page 198.  

7) Chances are that your Double Lift isn’t as good as it could be. Real lessons from a 
Master starting on page 119 of Dai Vernon’s Book of Magic. You’ll get there twice as 
fast by turning the pages two at a time.  

https://archive.org/details/isbn_0451145445
https://archive.org/details/magicdigestfunma00ande
https://archive.org/details/tarbellcourseinm01tarb/page/n11/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/HarlanTarbellTheOriginalCourseInMagicOfHarlanTarbell
https://archive.org/search?query=+harlan+Tarbell+


8) Looking for a trick using sleight of hand that is worth it? Learn “A Quadruplicate 
Mystery” from The Card Magic of LePaul. You’ll know when you are doing it justice 
because your audience’s eyes will pop out of their heads as their brains melt like hot 
butter.  

9) The little Self-Working Magic Dover paperbacks by Karl Fulves are too good for the 
general public. Quietly turn to page 140 of Self-Working Number Magic and page 44 of 
Self-Working Card tricks. Shhh.    Most Fulves Dover books are Online at IA. 

10) Last on the list is afore-mentioned Mathematics, Magic and Mystery by Martin 
Gardner. He was a master teacher and gifted writer whose descriptions made the 
impossible easier to understand. You should be reading every page of all of these 
books, but to get a quick sense of this last treasure, look at page 63 for a Bob Hummer 
Classic.  
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