August 2019 Oakland Magic Circle Newsletter
Official Website:
www.OaklandMagicCircle.com
Bjornson Hall, 2258 MacArthur Blvd., Oakland, CA 94602
.
Those who are interested can meet after the
meeting dinner or dessert at Rudy’s Can’t Fail
Cafe in Emeryville.

AUGUST 13 OMC MEETING
This month’s meeting is a week later than usual
because several members are at Magic Live!
We will meet on Tuesday, August 13.

RAFFLE PRIZES- We need Raffle Prizes for the
September Contest and Dinner. Both magic and
non-magic items are popular including gift
certificates, books, wine and other goodies.

6:00pm: Doors Open - Come early to visit,
share ideas, get feedback for whatever you are
working on and check some books and videos
out of the Library.

THE ANNUAL OAKLAND MAGIC CIRCLE
STAGE MAGIC COMPETITION
Tuesday,
August 13 at
8pm

7pm: Business Meeting & Good of the Order.
Every current member will be given a free new
Close-Up Pad. There will be a Broken Wand
Ceremony for Larry Callaghan. And after a break,
at 7:55: Special Event Auction Fundraiser for
members only.

First Prize is
$150 and a
Trophy

8pm: Intra-Club Stage Magic Contest.
We have a great line-up of performers.

Second
Prize is $75.
First place
winner is
entered in
OMC’s
Northern
California Inter-Club Stage Competition on
Tuesday, September 3 where you can win $300

After the Contest we encourage you to use our
stage or a close-up table to show a new routine
and get feedback (optional). Or tell us about your
experiences at Magic Live! or other conventions.
See the end of this newsletter for some photos
from ML!
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for First place and $150 for Second place.
Here are the basic rules:
– All current OMC members are invited to enter.
We’ve got a lot of talent in the club. Show us what
you have to offer.
– All acts are to be 8-12 minutes in length.
– Family friendly material.
– No fire, flames, or smoke; effects that result in
debris (e.g. confetti, glitter, streamers) on the stage or
in the hall are discouraged.
– If you wish to compete, please email John
Owens at conjuriana@gmail.com and let him know
as soon as possible that you will be participating. To
qualify we ask that you notify John no later than
Friday, August 9. He will send you more detailed
information and a request for a brief bio and your tech
requirements.

privileges, discounts and free stuff all year long.
New members can apply at any OMC meeting or
by mail---send check or money order for $20
payable to the Oakland Magic Circle to:
Robert Herrick, OMC Treasurer
6699 Exeter Dr
Oakland, CA 94611
OMC NORTHERN CALIFORNIA INTER-CLUB
STAGE MAGIC CONTEST & SPAGHETTI
FEED
OMC NORTHERN CALIFORNIA INTER-CLUB
STAGE MAGIC CONTEST & SPAGHETTI
FEED

Contestant Load In: 5:00 PM
Sound Check: 5:30 PM

Tuesday, September 3. Mark your
calendars.Tell your friends as this is open to the
public. Tickets are on sale now here. See
attached flyers.
IN MEMORY- LARRY CALLAGHAN

OMC MEMBERSHIP
Do you know someone who would like to be a
member of the oldest continually operating
independent magic club west of the Mississippi?
Invite them to join the 68 current members for
magic, lectures, contests, teach-ins, friendship
and more.
Dues are a low $20 per year and provide
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Larry Callaghan was a good friend to many
members of the club, taking great interest in what
others could teach him and sharing his own magic
skills and ideas. We will miss him.

Lawrence (Larry) A. Callaghan died on June 17,
2019 in Oakland, CA. A longtime resident of
Oakland, born on April 18, 1942 at St. Mary’s
Hospital in San Francisco., he grew up in San
Marino, CA. He took time off from his Political
Philosophy studies at UC Berkeley to volunteer for
the Goldwater campaign. Drafted into the U.S.
Army Larry spent four years in Washington, D.C.
with the Defense Communications Agency before
finishing his B.A. at Cal and J.D. at U.C. Hastings
College of Law.
In 1970, he met Sheila Baca and they were married
in September 1972. Married for 46 years and they
have two children, Erin and Colleen and two
grandchildren, Brayden Day and Ella Spinato, Larry
had a deep pride and love for his grandson, and
was overcome with joy and love that a
granddaughter was on the way. Sadly, he did not
live to meet her.
Larry began his legal career as an Assistant U.S.
Attorney and moved to Washington, D.C. to be the
Special Assistant to Assistant Attorney General for
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice from
1976-77. After Larry returned to San Francisco he
went into private practice until his retirement in
2012. He also authored and was co-author of
several publications that dealt with Securities
Litigation in the State and Federal law.
Larry had a lifelong interest in the world of magic
and was an amateur magician. He delighted in
performing for his family and friends. He was a
member of the Oakland Magic Club and the
International Brotherhood of Magicians. Skilled at
both close-up and parlour magic, he especially
loved coins and cards and took great pride in his
performance of Bill Malone’s “Sam the Bellhop.”
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THE OMC LIBRARY

Thirty additions to the library’s video collection in
the past month, all courtesy of Gary Meyer.
Included are fifteen instructional videos with topics
ranging from close-up material to illusion
construction; seven documentaries concerning
magic history and notable performers; seven
television programs featuring Penn and Teller,
Chris Angel and David Blaine; and a magic themed
movie – The Great Buck Howard. With these
additions, it was necessary to revise the
organization of the catalog’s video section and
that’s to the good. Among other things, material of
a documentary nature has expanded sufficiently to
warrant a section of its own.
A complete list of titles is contained in the most
recent update to the library catalog, which should
have reached you not long ago. If you’re curious
about something you see in the catalog and would
like to know more about it, detailed information
concerning videos in the collection is available at
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the library desk. Everything from a description of
video subject and content, persons, places, events
depicted, to video running time is there to assist
you in making selections. You might want to take a
look.

Boston in 1881 or early 1882 and years later to
Oakland. Served in the Spanish American War.
For a time, he operated a magic shop on Kearney
Street in San Francisco. Married Aldia Carter in
1935. Died in Taft, California, March 14, 1952.

As to printed materials, the core element of the
collection includes modern and classic works, with
close to 300 books, pamphlets, monographs and
the like as well as an assortment of periodicals with
which you might not be familiar. We encourage
you to take yet another look.
John Owens, OMC Librarian
FROM THE ARCHIVES HISTORY QUIZ

Who is this person?

The first person to identify him will win your choice
of the three most recent issues of Genii Magazine
or an Ambiguous Object by Kokichi Sugihara. Send
your answers to John Owens
conjuriana@gmail.com
Clues: He became interested in magic at age
twelve. A full time professional at times, though not
one of the major names.
Born in London, February 15, 1879; relocated to
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A report in the live entertainment newspaper The
Billboard of the first OMC meeting.

"Brother" Jones is Lloyd Jones; "Austini" is the
person who came up with the OMC logotype that's
still in use; Claude Burke was the long time
secretary of the organization and its primary
correspondent with the Sphinx. (See The Oakland
Magic Circle in the Sphinx, soon to be added to
the library.) There's also a clue to the identity of
the mystery person.
Answer next issue.
-------------------------------------------------From The New Yorker
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Our clubhouse, Bjornson Hall is located in the
heart of the historic Dimond District of Oakland on
MacArthur Blvd near Fruitvale (there is a freeway
off ramp). There are good public transit routes to
Bjornson Hall. Check Moovit for the best routes.
The very walkable neighborhood has many
unpretentious and delicious places to eat. We urge
you to come early and try them out whether you
eat in or bring food to the hall.

MAGICAL RESOURCE OF THE MONTH

VANISH Magazine is a terrific free online (and
downloadable) magazine with feature articles,
effects and routines, reviews and lots of ads. Edited
and published by Paul Romhany
Read the 98 page August issue here.
If you are asked for a code try: EgTUuJ
EAT LOCAL
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This month we get nostalgic about our eats and
visit Kaspar’s Hot Dogs situated at 2551 MacArthur
Blvd. (between Laguna andWilson avenues), a few
long blocks up the hill going east. Best to drive.
These are old-fashioned hot dogs topped with
fresh tomato wedges
and your choices of
cheese and/or chili.

Let us know what you like in the neighborhood
and send in a short review.
MAGIC IN THE BAY AREA

Have an upcoming show or know of
one in the Bay Area? Email us the
information to get it listed in the next
newsletter! You must include title and
performer, date, time, location, a short
blurb, website link, and an optional
5

publicity photo or graphic. All
submissions must be sent in by the third
Tuesday of the month. Email Gary
Meyer, Newsletter Editor, at
garymeyeredf@gmail.com
Announced performers are subject to
change.
Many Events are available at discounts
through Goldstar and Today’s Tix. Search
for “Magic.”
===============================

For more information check out the Facebook
page.

The annual San Francisco GOLDEN GATE
GATHERING will take place Thursday,August
15-Saturday, August 17 at the Crowne Plaza in
Foster City.

In addition to an opening show
there will be lectures by Bill
Goodwin, Denis Behr, Mike
Pisciotta and Michael Ammar
plus our own Byron Walker will
have his usual wide offering of
the unusual and best in magic
books in his Dealer’s Room.
Just added to the lineup is

Tobias Beckworth, magician, producer, author and
Jeff McBride’s business manager will be teaching a
class for serious performers.
“An introduction to the world of business and
marketing, specially tailored to the independent
performing artist (magicians, speakers, storytellers,
musicians or others). Through a series of articles
and worksheets, students will execute the tasks
and steps necessary to set up, operate, and market
their own small businesses as performing artists.
Whether executing the work for an imaginary
company or actually setting up his or her own
actual business, each student will leave with a
deeper understanding of what it takes to make a
business successful.”
More info at Beyond Applause.
MARRAKECH MAGIC THEATRE
419 O’Farrell St, San Francisco

Daniel Garcia.
Registration and schedule.
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The Marrakech Magic Theater Presents Jay
Alexander’s Mind Tricks Live Show
Shows Thursdays - Sundays
Experience the Marrakech Magic Theater with the
host Jay Alexander. Enjoy drinks and close up
before the main show! A wonderful night out of
magic, mystery, and mind tricks!
For tickets and more information.
Advance tickets recommended

The hit CW television series Masters of Illusion, is
now appearing LIVE at Harrah’s Lake Tahoe
through September 2nd. Use code MOI5 to SAVE
$5. per ticket! Info, tickets and video. The
performers are Dan Sperry, Farrell Dillon, Michael
Turco and Tommy Wind.
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Andrew Evans’ Illusions of Grandeur is sold out for
the rest of the current run at THE MAGIC PATIO
but sometimes there are openings.
August 9th, 10th, 16th, 23rd, and 24th.
Andrew writes: “August is sold out but I always
reserve a few extra seats, so if people reach out to
me directly and mention they learned about the
shows from the OMC newsletter, I can possibly get
them seats. The shows on the 2nd and 16th are
sold through AirBNB Experiences and can be
purchased here.”

You can sign up to be notified of the upcoming
shows at the Magic Patio.
-----------------------------------------
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LANCE BURTON & FRIENDS
Lance is currently on a short tour and will be in
Modesto, Sunday, August 18 at 4pm. Tickets are
$29-49. There is not much information though a
trailer (look fast) on his Facebook page and the ad
for the show in Temecula showed Fielding West,
Michael Goudeau and Keith West’s Illusioneers as
his “friends.” But no guarantee who will be in
Modesto  Buy tickets here.
-------------------------------------------------------------

Get expert instruction on magic tricks you can do in
casual situations like parties and the workplace
from one of the Bay Area’s top performers, David
Martinez. Then enjoy a close-up show where the
miracles happen right before your eyes. Limited to
15 participants; perfect for adults and kids over 9
years old. August 25, 1-3pm at Studio by Terra
Amico in San Jose. For more information and to
buy tickets.

DAN CHAN- Breaking the Magician’s Code
September 2, 3.
Dan presents Breaking the Magician’s Code at the
Bay Area Dinner Show providing an evening of
world-class magic in an intimate setting. The
intersection of autobiographical storytelling,
improvisational comedy, and magic are used to
create a unique and unforgettable experience.

Dan Chan Master Magician's newest show
redefines magic in a playful, evocative manner!
Tickets.

BAY AREA MAGIC DINNER SHOW
2140 Clement St, San Francisco
James Chan Prodigy Magician and Juggler
August 9, 16, 23 and 30

CALIFORNIA MAGIC DINNER THEATRE
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514 Main Street, Martinez
The magical evening begins promptly when you
arrive and the fun starts right as you take your
seat. Enjoy our three course dinner and signature
drinks with close-up magic performed right at your
table in between courses. Then, an hour-long
stage show.
Every Wednesday thru Sunday
Complete info and tickets
-------------------------------------------------------------HOPMONK TAVERNS
FRANK BALZERAK aka “The Baffling Balzerak”
California Magic shows:
August 9-10- Jack Alexander
August 16-17- Al Skinner
August 23-24- Wayne Houchin
August 30-31- David Hirata
See CalMagic for tickets. Shows sell out early.
RYAN KANE
Exit Theater
156 Eddy Street, San Francisco
iPhones vanish, whisky bottles appear from
nowhere, and a paintball gun is fired at the man
responsible for it all.

This is the magic of Ryan Kane. Please Enjoy
Responsibly.
Every First and Third Friday: August16 and
September 6 at 9:30pm
Tickets and info

--------------------------------------------------GHOST HUNT WALKING TOUR
starring Magician CHRISTIAN CAGIGAL
in San Francisco

The Oakland Magic Circle August 2019 Newsletter

Strolling close-up starts at 6:30
Sebastopol every Wednesday
Sonoma every Thursday
Novato every Friday
THE SAN FRANCISCO MAGIC AND VARIETY
SHOW- Street Magic Live
First Saturday of every month; Sept. 7 at
8:30pm

Frisco Fred, Jonathan Strange, Eric the Great &
Chase the Entertainer. Tickets, Info and video
--------------------------------------------
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65 Capp Street, San Francisco

BRAD BARTON, REALITY THIEF
Wednesday, September 4 - Doors open at 7:30pm;
Show
8:15-10:30pm with one intermission
Tickets and info.
----------------------------------------------------DAVID GERARD: EXPERIMENTAL SHOWS
Piano Fight
-----------------------------------------------------------

144 Taylor St., San Francisco
Saturday, August 21 - 8-9:30pm

SF MAGIC HOUR
144 Taylor St.,San Francisco
75 minutes of mind blowing magic with a different
set of performers last Monday of every month.
Monday, August 26 at 8pm.
Brad Barton, Christian Cagigal
and Michael Feldman.
Tickets & info
-----------------------------------------------

Magician and mindreader David Gerard is back
with new magic and mentalism for 2019. Over 75
minutes, David's 20 years of experience with the
mystery arts are on display, showcasing a wide
range of magic and mindreading effects.
A top hit with Silicon Valley companies and event
planners, David's shows at PianoFight are the only
place to catch him performing this new
Tickets

THE LOST CHURCH
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A NIGHT OF INTERACTIVE MAGIC & MYSTERY
with KEVIN BLAKE
Palace Theatre Speakeasy, 644 Broadway,
San Francisco
August 16,17,23,24

Monkey House, 1638 University Ave, Berkeley
First Mondays: September 2 at 7pm
Hosted by East Bay born and raised Christopher
Thomas, they’'ll have other hats worn by magicians
Ash K., Kevin the Cap, and this month's guest,
Majinga.
Tickets and more info
----------------------------------------MAGICAL NATHANIEL
Check website for a variety of shows and
workshops at libraries, clubs and headliner at
California Magic Club.
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Welcome to an unforgettable night of magic,
mystery and wonder. This 75-minute show is an
interactive, sophisticated experience of magic and
mystery full of visual illusions and mentalism. Using
sleight of hand as a comedic window into finding
everyday happiness in a fast-paced adult world,
this oftentimes poignant piece seeks to answer the
question: What is a magician who cannot believe in
magic? Tickets
_________________________________________
MAGICOLOGY
DNA's Comedy Lab
155 S. River Street
Santa Cruz
A monthly magic and comedy show featuring
California’s best, hosted by Joshua Logan and
featuring Joshua Carlon.
Last Sunday of every month.
August 25 at 7pm- Tickets.
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PIER 29, SAN FRANCISCO
Free
Every Day (subject to weather)
Rotating gallery of magicians including Glen
Micheletti, Ryan Kane, Chase Martin, Fred
Anderson, Magical Nathaniel, Lynx, Reed Kirk
Rahlmann.
See Schedule

“THE AMAZING JONATHAN DOCUMENTARY
is about the successful Las Vegas and
internationally known comedy magician. Faced with
a terminal illness he agreed to let filmmaker Ben
Berman make a movie about his life and his future.
Jonathan is a challenging subject but Berman had
no idea the twists that would occur as he continued
the project and I will not spoil it for you so you can
get a sense of what it must have felt like as each
new revelation appeared. The film is both funny
and disturbing as we are forced to question what is
real or illusion—and especially intriguing concept
when your subject is a magician whose job is
performing illusions.” (Gary Meyer mini review)
Watch the trailer.
The competing film that becomes part of the film’s
story, ALWAYS AMAZING: The True Story of the
Life, Death, and Return of Amazing Johnathan is
streaming for free but I suggest you watch it only
after the other one.

COMING IN THE FUTURE
THE AMAZING JONATHAN DOCUMENTARY
The Champions of Magic tour will come to San
Francisco’s Golden Gate Theatre November
25-December 1. Headliners are Kayla Drescher,
Alex McAleer, Fernando Velasco plus Young &
Strange. Check here for more info and a trailer.
Tickets have not yet gone on sale and I suspect
they will be discounted at Goldstar when they do.

With 92% on Rotten Tomatoes, this documentary is
finishing the film festival circuit and premieres on
Hulu’s streaming service August 16.You can get a
free month trial. There will also be a showing on
Friday, August 30 at 3:30 at the Alamo Drafthouse
New Mission Theatre in San Francisco. Advance
tickets suggested.
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SHIM LIM announced his LIMITLESS show with
Scottish Mentalist Colin Cloud at San Francisco’s
Golden Gate Theater for January 18, 2020 shortly
after he won America’s Got Talent. More tickets
have been released for both the 2pm matinee and
7:3 shows. The secondary ticket market will be
selling them at scalper’s prices. Go here first for
Info and tickets.

Meriam and Judy Al Sultan at the opening
costume party.

SEEN AT MAGIC LIVE in Las Vegas, August
4-8, 2019.
Who from the bay area was at Magic Live! ?

We spotted Heather Rogers, Mark Tarses, Mark
Richardson, Jade, Will Chandler, David Martinez,
Bill and Anne Ragsdale, Gregg Keeling/Foxx, David
Fry, Dan and James Chan (with Dan’s family and
several young magic students), Jay Alexander,
Robert Herrick, Perry Yan, Meriam and Judy Al
Sultan, Mike Della Penna, Brian Ambrosach, Walt
Anthony, Nathaniel Segal, Christopher Thomas,
and yours truly, Gary Meyer.
Daily postings on the Magic Live! and Unofficial
Magic Live (created by Robert Strong) are good
places to see what people thought of the event plus
see photos and videos.The ML! official website
doesn’t have postings yet about this year.
But Scott Wells’ “The Magic Word” has daily reports
and interviews, photos and some video.

Max Maven hanging out and sharing his
wisdom---always.

Photos from Magic Live! below.
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Jeff McBride demonstrating one of the many magic
gimmicks he brought to show.

Mario “the Maker Magician” Marchese

Jay Sankey on making more of your true self
through your performances.

Luna Shimada and Lance Burton
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Jade recording Day Three Magic Word podcast
(photo by Scott Wells)

Bizaaro showing off his tie before a hilarious act at
the MagicFlix party.

Ambiguous Objects by Kokichi Sugihara. The back
two are reflections in a mirror. There were many
mind-boggling examples on display.
Card guy at costume party
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Harrison Greenbaum on taking comedy and magic
to the next level.

Anastasia Synn, Amazing Jonathan and Gary Meyer
after impromptu performance at MagicFlix party.
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