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OAKLAND MAGIC CIRCLE CALENDAR, 2022
Live and in Person** at Oakland's Scottish Rite Center Blue Room, 3rd Floor via elevator or
steps

Free off street parking
Tuesday, October 11- Apparatus Night- Bring a piece of magical apparatus, perform it and tell
about its history or how you have used it,

Doors open at 6:00pm. The OMC Library will be open with many new additions to the
collection. If you are a current member you may check out books and DVDs.
OMC Meeting and announcements at 7:00.
The Apparatus Night Show starts at 7:30.
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Tuesday, November 8 -Interclub Stage Contest. All Northern California Magic Clubs encouraged
to enter a representative.

Per the policy of the Scottish Rite Center and the OMC, Proof of Vaccination and masks are
required except when appearing on stage.

OMC Stage Magic Contest Intraclub Contest- September 13, 2022
Six performers were signed up to compete. At the last minute one got a paying gig,
another got Covid and a third had an equipment malfunction. But the three who did
perform each entertained and amazed the over 30 people in attendance. We are definitely
back.
A video of the contest will be available for members soon.
Mark Richardson was the master of ceremonies and warmed up the audience with his
own magical routine.
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The terrific acts were:
Michael Nguyen- First Place
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Germar (Gerardo Martinez)
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Doug McCay (Doug Eakin)
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REMEMBERING MARTIN LEWIS
The much beloved Martin James Lewis (1947-2022) passed away August 26. He was friends with many in the
bay area where he was the resident magician at Carter’s Magic Cellar in San Francisco. Bill Austen reports,
“He was the son of renowned magician Eric C. Lewis (1908-1993), he inherited Magikraft Studios, founded in
1934, from his father, and emigrated to the USA in 1968. Creator of famous effects, reproduced even by David
Copperfield in his television shows, he was nominated Magician of the Year (2000) by the Academy of Magical
Arts (Magic Castle).”

OMC President Robert Herrick remembers…
Martin Lewis, an amazing and creative magician who had lived in the Los Angeles
area for some decades, passed away in August.
As a Bay Area resident some forty years ago during the days of the Magic Cellar in
the basement of Turk Murphy’s jazz club, Martin was the Cellar’s resident magician.
He was an amazing presence in the Bay Area magic scene and gave generously of
his time and knowledge to many magic enthusiasts including myself.
Martin’s apartment in Oakland on Hillsboro was a hangout center for learning magic
in those days. I was a regular at Martin’s sessions, as was Ken Taylor who also lived
in the same building. Some of the current members including John Owens would be
there.
With Martin’s help I developed a close-up act and for a time performed at the
close-up table in the Magic Cellar. They never paid anything but did give free drinks.
After he moved to Los Angeles Martin suggested I come down and join the Magic
Castle. In those days to join as a magician, after the scheduled shows had finished
the applicant did a midnight show in the Castle’s close-up room.
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From the Marrakech Magic Theater collection courtesy of Jay Alexander. Designed by
underground comic artist R. Crumb.

With Martin’s mentoring I still recall that my act included sponge balls, coins through
the table, and the invisible deck card effect. Now-a-days these are a bit passe but at
the time they were the basics of close-up magic.
Although I did not know who he was at the time, Dai Vernon was at my “test” and I
did well enough to became a Castle magician. I have kept my membership ever
since, although I go to Los Angeles only two or three times a year.
In recent years I would see Martin mainly at Magic Live, but I have always felt his
importance in my love for and participation in magic. He has been to the magic
scene an extraordinary creator and teacher of magic. His absence will be an
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important loss for our craft.
From OMC Librarian John Owens
Second state (jumbo cards) of the original packaging for Martin’s Sidewalk Shuffle. It was
Martin’s trick and OMC member Ken Taylor did the artwork. Martin and Ken produced the
first run of gaffed cards in the 1970s by silk screening them in Martin’s third floor
apartment at 669 Hillsborough Street (apartment 35 if I remember correctly), Oakland.

It was all above my head. Literally. I lived in the same building, on the second floor,
directly below Martin’s apartment. Ken lived across the hall from me. The stairs between
the second and third floors in that place saw a lot of use in those times.
Those were good days. We were all in our twenties then. Martin was the only one among
us who had anything vaguely resembling a real job but even with that all three of us were
living pretty much hand to mouth. It didn’t seem to matter, though. Not with all the
magic that was around.
Martin was performing at the Magic Cellar in San Francisco then and just about to begin his
career as a cruise magician. I recall driving him home after he returned from his first
cruise and I remember the ancient, ramshackle Cadillac he bought after that. It was
always chancy getting in that car with Martin because he had a habit of forgetting where
he was and he'd take off (and not at a moderate speed) driving on the left side of the
street.
Days long gone by. But those days, and Martin, fondly remembered.
Ryan Pilling wrote about performing Martin’s original effects like Cardiographic,
Sidewalk Shuffle and Technicolor Prediction on Tips & Tricks for Magicians.
Read it here.
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Visit Martin’s Magikraft website where you can buy his recent book “Making Magic” and much more.
Listen to a recent interview Michael Close did with Martin. Some hilarious stories and tales of is time in
San Francisco.
Watch a 2018 Magic Castle performance.
His interview with Scott Wells on “The Magic Word” podcast with videos.

MAGICAL RESOURCE OF THE MONTH- My Lovely Assistant/Magic Reviewed

There are many useful magic review sites. They usually suggest that you compare reviews between
them. This month we offer Jeff Stone’s weekly newsletter reviewing ten new effects. You can check out
his two review sites and subscribe at Magic Reviewed and My Lovely Assistant. Often there are several
reviews from different performers and the star rating is an average.

NEWS YOU CAN USE
-Now You See Me 3: Plot, Cast, and Everything Else We Know- Read all about it here.
- Atlas Obscura is offering magic lessons with Siegfried Tieber.
- Potter & Potter presents a major auction: Salon de Magie: The Klosterman Collection Part III
10/29/2022 · 10:00 AM CDT. You can view the catalog online or buy a hardcopy. Look here to see magic you
might never have seen before.rare
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From Larry Wilson:
I’m putting the finishing touches on our big event, SPELLBINDERS, November 18-20, the World’s Largest
FREE Magic Festival, benefitting our nonprofit, Education Renaissance of Nevada Initiative, here in Reno and I
thought I should spread the word to your people since you’re just a hop, skip and jump away. Details here.
Because we have so many heavyweight stars of magic in one location we have a little unconvention that runs
concurrent with SPELLBINDERS. We call it the Thin Air Summit, November 17-20, where a small, select group
can hang with the Masters of Magic, watching them perform, Lecture, Teach Master Class, etc. It’s limited to
just 40 people and we’re opening registration now. See it all here.

MAGIC IN THE BAY AREA
Many performers are having success with Virtual Shows and some are once again
doing in person shows. Support your local magicians.
Links for info and tickets are underlined and in blue or red.
LOCAL CLUBS, LECTURES AND MEETINGS
If you are a Northern California magician or club and would like to be listed here, please send
information to GaryMeyerEDF@gmail.com
International Brotherhood of Magicians Ring 216
Close Up Contest- Wednesday, October 12.
Details here.

Due to the resurgence of COVID, meetings are online.
If you have not yet joined Ring 216, the cost is $25 and is payable via PayPal to payment@ring216.org.
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Website

Facebook

=====================================

Silicon Valley Society of American Magicians Assembly 94
Meets the 2nd Monday of each month online through Zoom.

Eric Tait Lecture Monday – November 14th, 2022

You may know him as the host of Penguin Live Lectures, but did you know he also took
home 3rd place at FISM Quebec 2022 (the fourth American to accomplish such a feat
The Oakland Magic Circle Newsletter

and the first American to stand on the podium for card magic in two decades)? Yes! Erik
Tait will be lecturing at SVSAM in November.
Get ready to take your card magic to the next level.
More Info and updates at Facebook. Website

=============================
S.A.M. 112, Diablo Assembly historically meets the third Wednesday of each month at 7pm.
Write to Germar germagic2@aol.com to be put on the mailing list. The website needs some updating
but the basics are there.
S.A.M. 112 hosts the Society of Young Magicians where young wizards can perform and learn. It is
usually the third Monday. Zoom link.
https://hangouts.google.com/call/xHHXATtBTQk3NVLQGv3NAAEA For more information contact
Subash subashshibu8256@gmail.com. They love having other magicians join them to do a trick or
two and/or teach an effect.
Other info on local clubs can be found on East Bay Magic though it is somewhat out of date. Many clubs have
suspended meetings during the pandemic. Send us info about your club.
===================================
VIRTUAL SHOWS, LIVE SHOWS & LOCAL MAGICIANS
If you are not listed here but would like ot be, send your listings to garymeyeredf(at)gmail.com

The big picture of magician listings will be available on the website soon as a permanent page.
Here are some public shows we know are happening.

A Salon of Fine Wine and
Sophisticated Magic
An afternoon of wine tasting and
magic from past OMC President Doug
Eakin aka Doug McCay. At Doc’s Wine
Shop in Hayward every Saturday from
4-5:30pm.
This is a bargain just for Doug’s
performance but you get a curated
wine tasting too. Tickets here.

Jay Alexander’s “Mind Tricks” plays
every Friday, Saturday and Sunday at
his reopened The Marrakech Magic
Theater. Get tickets here.
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.

The California Magic Club in Martinez is hosted by Gerald
Griffin who presents October-November includes Al Skinner,
Phil Ackerly, Timothy James, Jade, Larry Wilson, Dave Cox,
&Andy Amyx. These shows sell out in the intimate Club.
Schedule here. Full info here

Alex Ramon
finished his
summer of magic at
Harvey’s Lake
Tahoe. News on his
socials found at the
bottom of his
website.

The Magic Patio in San Francisco is open with David Gerard’s “Signs” and Andrew Evans’ new
“Backstage Magic.” Check for dates here. Shows sell out early.
Ace Miles brings Capn’ Jack Spareribs continues his
tour to a variety of fairs and libraries this summer.
*October - Desert Empire Fair, Ridgecrest, CA- October
21-23

======================
The magicians are back at Pier 39 in San Francisco.
Look for favorites Glen Micheletti,, Chase
Martin,Patrick Livingstone, Frisco Fred Anderson,
Merrie Mary, Jonathan Strange, and Kris Bentz,
Enjoy and support these hard-working performers. Free
admission. Calendar here.
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Christian Cagigal’s San Francisco Ghost Hunt presents Virtual Ghost Hunt Fireside Stories
with Magic, is back from his New York adventure . Check Ghost Hunt Halloween schedule.

Tucked away through a secret
passageway to an intimate
speakeasy in North Beach is San
Francisco’s newest unmissable
experience: a riveting evening of
mind blowing magic and
mentalism inside the city’s most
exclusive speakeasy. Kevin
Blake’s new show is in two acts
with a brief intermission.
Every Thursday and Friday
from 7-9:30pm. Magic Cocktails
available.
Watch a teaser.
Lots of information and
tickets here.

MONTEREY MAGIC AND COMEDY CLUB has sadly closed.
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Mike Della Penna is one of the most popular magicians
on the public linray circuit and has a packed autumn
schedule at libraries and Children’s Fairyland.. Being a
school teacher with his own kids prepares him to be the
perfect family act.

Dennis Kyriakos presents EXPERIENCE THE WONDER at The Claremont Club & Spa
Wednesday, October 26th at 7:00 PM. Tickets and info here.
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Brian Scott continues his Bay Area School of Magic as well as performing around Northern
California. Details here.

When you have an upcoming show or know of one in the Bay Area please Email us the
information to be listed. Include title and performer, date, time, location, a short blurb, website link, &
a publicity photo or graphic.
If you are not listed and would like to be included as a bay area magician let us know.
Email Gary Meyer, Newsletter Editor, at garymeyeredf@gmail.com

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA MAGIC DEALERS
Have you ever said, “I wish we had a local magic shop?”
Well---we do and please support them or we might lose them, especially in this
difficult time. Some have social distancing in-person hours and all will gladly take
your order on the phone or from their websites.
MISDIRECTIONS MAGIC SHOP - 1236-9th Avenue (near Golden Gate Park), San Francisco. (415)
566-2180. Locally owned and operated by Joe Pon with a terrific supply of your magic needs,
lectures, private lessons and a place for magicians to gather. The physical store is open 12-3
Tuesday-Friday and 12-5 on Saturdays and Sundays--- with social distancing. They do mail and
phone orders. If he doesn’t have it, he will get it for you. Tell Joe that OMC sent you.
Weekly posts on Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, and Facebook offer suggestions for virtual
show effects. Gift Certificates are available (wink wink, nudge nudge) Get a 10% discount with any
orders of $30 or more if you are a member of OMC
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Watch “Is this the last real magic shop?”
Read about April Halog’s visit to Misdirections.
Hoodline interviews owner Joe Pon.
=========================
BYRON WALKER BOOKS - OMC member and long-tine book dealer has about 4000 books in stock
covering magic, mentalism, gambling and bunco, juggling, and ventriloquism. He always stocks the
newest titles and has the rarest of volumes. This is a mail-order business based in San Leandro.
Byron will bring books to the OMC meetings upon request (when they are back in person) but for now
is doing mail order, has good prices and a deep inventory of both the newest books and hard-to-find
vintage volumes. He accepts PayPal. Call him at (510) 276-1854 or email byron.walker@comcast.net
Get a 10% discount with all orders of $40 or more if you are a member of OMC.
SHUFTON MAGIC- Local magician Steve Shufton has a virtual shop with several unique items.
Suzanne talked about them in her lecture. He tells us there are several new effects to be released in
2022 so sign up for his emails.
HOUDINI’S MAGIC SHOP - Beach Street & The Embarcadero, Pier 39, San Francisco The local
branch of a national chain located in resort hotels and amusement parks oriented to tourists but
always worth a visit if in the area.
SAN JOSE MAGIC -376 Race St., San Jose. An eclectic selection of magic curated by Mike Stroud
and Magic Genii. Irregular hours.
BOARDWALK MAGIC -400 Beach Street, Santa Cruz. Joshua Logan’s labor of love has an excellent
selection and demonstrators who are serious about their craft. Surprisingly good selection for a tourist
location and they will happily special order.
ZUCCHINI’S TRICK ‘N THINGS - Monterey Canning Company, 711 Cannery Row # H, Monterey.
Oriented to tourists with mass market magic, jokes and games but the demonstrators are having fun
and love a visit from other magicians. Worth a visit if you are at the Monterey Aquarium.
EVANGELINE’S COSTUME MANSION - 113 K Street, Sacramento A fun shop of over 4800 square
feet of basic magic tricks and a huge selection of novelty items, jokes, wigs and just plain fun.
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Upstairs are two floors filled with accessories and every imaginable costume.
--------------------------------------------------------The greater Sacramento area has become a home for magic companies but you can’t buy retail from
Murphy’s Magic. Look at their offerings online and ask your favorite dealer to order for you. Penguin
Magic and L&L Publishing are also based there and Ellusionist is based in Petaluma, but they do not
have storefronts and are mail order warehouses only. They all offer informative newsletters and
occasional free stuff. But order their products from your local dealer like Misdirections.
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