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OAKLAND MAGIC CIRCLE CALENDAR, 2022:

Whether you are a Bay Area based magician or joining us from around the globe, there will be plenty for
you to enjoy.
April 5 (Tuesday) - WHAT ARE YOU WORKING ON? and a FLEA MARKET SNEAK PREVIEW
-Doors open at 6:30 (Magic Flea Market, Magic Library Reopening to checkout books and DVDs;
plus informal meet and greet from 6:30-7:30)
-Brief Business Meeting at 7:30 followed by WHAT ARE YOU WORKING ON?
OMC members and guests are encouraged to perform effects and routines they are developing and get
feedback, ideas and encouragement from your peers. In Person. A Zoom component is being discussed.
While the annual OMC Flea Market and Auction is set for May 3, we know you are anxious for some

Oakland Magic Circle Newsletter

bargains.Three collections with dozens of items have been donated by members that will be for
sale at low-low prices with all proceeds going to the Oakland Magic Circle. Everything from close-up
to parlor and even some stage effects. HARRY ANDERSON’S NEEDLE THRU ARM , KLAMM’S SILVER
CASCADE COIL, TOPITS,,LIQUID IN WINE GLASS PRODUCTION,THE PIATT ENVELOPE, LARGE
FLOATING WINE GLASS AND BOTTLE, HAND CHOPPER,, CANE TO SILK, MID-AIR CARD STAB, RING
FLITE, SCREWED DECK, and magic with ropes, money, cards,etc. Plus a bunch of great magic lecture VHS
tapes and magic posters. More: Free vintage magic magazines.
Unsold items will go to the best offers at the end of the night..
Do not bring your things to sell. Save them for:
May 3 (Tuesday)- Magic Flea Market & Auction is back! Start going through the magic you don’t use
and prepare to sell it. And replace it with great bargains from your peers.
Also coming (some dates TBD): Xavier Mortimer and Doc Eason in person lectures, IntraClub Stage
Contest (July 5), Spaghetti Feed and Interclub Stage Contest (September 6), Close-Up Contest
(November 1) plus Cardistry Night, teach-ins, Apparatus Night and more Virtual Lectures.

The history of the Scottish Rite Center is fascinating. A few of us have toured the entire building
including their huge library that has a range of books including a few on magic but only for their
members.
GALA MAGIC & COMEDY SHOW- Tuesday, March 1, 2022- A Review
Magical desserts, multiple high flying balls, an old-fashioned can and string telephone, pirate’s
treasure chests, a card seeking drone and rebellious automatons were just a few of the items seen at
the Oakland Magic Circle’s Magic and Comedy Gala on March 1, 2022.
After two years of virtual meetings, lectures and contests, the OMC returned in person with a
spectacular all-star show in our new home at the Scottish Rite Center facing Lake Merritt.
The Thursday before we met with the sound and light tech to get an overview of the capabilities. On
the day of the show the performers gathered at 3:30 to go over their technical needs and we were
ready to go when the doors opened at 6:30. All ages arrived including many families new to OMC.
We had students from the Oakland School of the Arts and Prescott Circus, a great turnout from the
Maker community encouraged by Make: magazine. And a terrific gathering of Northern California
magicians. In all there were over 125 in the audience.
With showtime scheduled for 7pm everything was ready to go until 6:57 when something went wrong
with the sound. Tech Tyler was frantically trying to figure it out, running back and forth from the booth
on the second floor to the backstage amps. He was puzzled. Some announcements were made
without a microphone. The evening’s Master of Ceremonies, COUSiN OTiS (Glen Micheletti) knows
how to project his voice from years doing shows outdoors and he entertained with some magic until,
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after fifteen minutes, the mic tucked into COUSiN’s overalls came to life----and the show officially
started. He brought two children onstage to tell them (and us) about the days when telephones were
“landlines,” using two cans and a rope to hilariously explain and do a clever cut and restored rope
routine.

Meriam Al Sultan, the opening act, offered three food themed routines. The purple knit hat she wore
on stage became a bag making multiple eggs appear and disappear. Snickers candy played an
important part in a torn bill effect followed by dessert predictions.
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OTiS used a dangerous animal trap to find a chosen card
before introducing James Chan whose juggling skills were
increasingly impressive with the Chinese Diablo and then
juggling balls. He ended with Anniversary Waltz, a romantic
card routine for a married couple made especially fun having
14-year-old perform it.

a

Cap’n Jack Spareribs (Ace Miles), the First Place Winner in
OMC’s December Contest, gave us a sneak peak of his new
act. His comical fumbling and forgetful pirate used a dagger
to locate a card using numbers chosen by audience
members but when it didn’t seem to work, he moved on to
mind-reading and treasure chests of surprises assisted by
Blackbeard’s ghost.
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After an intermission the headline act, on a cross-country tour from his home in upstate New York,
Mario the Maker Magician was introduced by his daughter Gigi. He then appeared onstage to warm
up the audience with a series of
hand and arm exercises that
elicited laughter and interactions
to prove that “we can only focus
on one thing at a time.”
What followed was a wild ride
with 45 minutes of laughter,
audience interactions and true
magic with shoelaces,
uncooperative signs on a
suitcase, all manner of items
exploding on and offstage, and a
tie, all capped by multiplying
sponge balls and clown noses wrapping up part one.
You might not expect a family magician to offer life lessons (“Do we what you love”) using stories
about artists Andy Warhol, Alexander Calder, and Basquiat. But Mario had the audience loving how
he combined their inspiration to have his robot perform its own style of magic---not always
cooperating with what
Mario asked them to do.
Next came a drone
hovering above the
audience accomplishing
a magic effect that most
of have done but witha
most unique climax we
had never considered.
What a Rube Goldberg
inspired machine does
with a borrowed shoe
had the audience
screaming and the owner
no doubt worried.
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The finale was Marcel, a monkey robot who seemed to have a mind of his own. But something
unexpected and sad happened, causing Mario to end the show…. until he remembered there was
something else to do that would wrap up any loose ends with surprise after surprise..

It should be mentioned that this is a family act in two ways in that every age was having a great time
and Mario’s own family, Katie, Gigi, and Bear can be seen helping throughout the show.
It was a terrific show and as COUSiN OTiS would say, “YeeHaw!”
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The Oakland Magic Circle wants to thank all the performers plus Chris, Tyler, and Calvin of the Scottish Rite for
welcoming us; and videographers Robert and Austin for filming the show
for those who missed it to enjoy. at home
by Gary Meyer

MARIO ROBBED IN PORTLAND
After their visit to the bay area, Mario and family headed north to Oregon.
Their van was broken into in Portland. They posted this on Facebook.
“So our vehicle got broken into last night and Automabot is gone and my water bottle robot is gone
too. All of Katie’s camera equipment too. My 3D printer, robot rabbit and some of our tech equipment.
The water bottle robot is the newest edition to my show and it hurts deep. It’s the routine that gives me
joy throughout. But I forgive the person who stole it. Does anyone have the time to Possibly 3D print
some parts for us and ship them? We will totally pay for shipping and materials. I’m hoping to rebuild
the robot on the road somehow in between shows. The kids are Thank God fine and we are so hoppy to
be safe!”
Hundreds of fans and friends from both the magic and the maker communities commented and pitched
in to help find parts and offered 3D printing to replace some props.
Katie reports: “All is good… Mario was already able to rebuild the shoe bot routine that was stolen,
thanks to the wonderful community supporting us, and we’re working on remaking the “Do What You
Love” banner and replacing the other stuff that’s gone. Thank goodness we had the bulk of the show
locked safely in a hotel room, so the show was able to go on! My camera stuff is replaceable, and
insurance is helping. This was our first time being robbed… we learned valuable lessons for sure! Got
lazy because we were in a nice suburb and a well-lit parking lot in plain view of the front door… we
won’t make that mistake again.
Here is a short video of replacements arriving with a surprise bag of home baked cookies!

OMC QUIZ

Clues: Still a member, lives in the area, attends meetings
regularly and yes he does cards. It also isn't a lot of people
you know; just one of them. The photo was appropriated
from a magazine column.
If you know send the answer to Librarian John Owens at
omclibrarian@gmail.com
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NEWS YOU CAN USE

-

Past OMC President Nathaniel Segal now
calls Los Angeles his home—our loss–and
has added another act, Magic Pizza Guy, to
his repertory.
Read all about it here.

-

Magic Live! is Sold Out! There is a waitlist
and people often need to sell their tickets at
the last minute. The unofficial and official
Facebook pages are a good place to look.

-What did magic conventions used to be like in 1941? Watch video. Very funny. Is that a founder and past
president of OMC, Lloyd Jones we see?

- As summer approaches Brian Scott reports that he is
setting up his Biblio Spectacular library tours-both in
person and virtual and his Bay Area School of Magic is
offering private lessons. He adds a highly entertaining
video each week to his YouTube channel. Aimed at
young people, the young-at-heart will also have a good
time.
Thanks to Dan Chan for alerting us to the Penguin
Best Magic Tricks of 2021 Awards Show .
-April Fool’s Auction at Thayer Magic is always great
fun as people create fake magic tricks, posters and
more. Make up your own. If not already a member you
can sign up. It is free and you can spend hours on the forum learning about real magic and magicians.
-

Penn & Teller brought Alexandria Duvivier back to admit they made a mistake and she fooled them
(2019). Take a look.

-

Joshua Jay and Andi Gladwin have announced their Retreat 2022 in South Africa, April 27-30,
2022. It will be in the jungle with Daniel Garcia and Guy Hollingworth teaching the lucky 20
registrants between safari adventures. Who's going?
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- From David Sandy
and Lance Rich: “Spring is
here and we're celebrating
with a Magic Collector's
Corner SPRING SPECIAL
show! We've been working
hard over the last month
traveling and putting
together some awesome
content that magic
collectors, historians and
performers will enjoy! Join
us this Sunday night,
March 27, 2022, for our
SPRING SPECIAL
episode of the Magic
Collectors' Corner at 5pm
(PDT)!
David Copperfield has
graciously opened the doors to his incomparable library and research center so we could sit down with
Leo Behnke for a very special Magic Collectors' Corner interview. We'll be talking about Leo's early
days in magic... his time with Mark Wilson, the Magic Land of Allakazam, Disneyland, Merv Taylor,the
Magic Castle, and, of course, David Copperfield! You'll enjoy hearing stories about Leo's first-hand
experiences, plus you'll get a sneak preview of Leo's upcoming book on the magic of Merv Taylor!” Plus
lots more. For info and free access go here.

-Magic Roadshow Special #11 is now available online for free.
-If you are in New York, Coney Island is gearing up with lots of events including their March 26th
“Spring Gala: A Swell Evening of Follies, Fun and Frivolity!” with all forms of entertainment including
Todd Robbins, Eric Walton, Suitcase of Wonders Astounding Miniature Magic Theater. and magicians
from Monday Night Magic. Info and tick
ets here. Worth a look even if you can’t go. There are regular “Ask the Experts” Zoom events, the 16th
Annual Sideshow Hall of Fame Ceremony and so much more. Check the 2 pages of virtual and
in-person schedule of events.
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MAGICAL RESOURCE OF THE MONTH- THE JERX

Irreverent yet serious conversations about all aspects of magic, Free to join. Posts three times a
week.
THE JERX.
Buy stuff from the Dumb Houdini Shop.
You can also join GLOOM. “The Global League of Magicians & Mentalists is the largest magic
organization in the world. Anyone with an interest in magic is automatically granted membership as
long as they adhere to our Code of Ethics . We seek to bring together everyone who loves the art.”
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SLEEPING MAGIC
Have you ever been on a Zoom meeting or show and noticed some people falling asleep? Surely it has
something to do with the computer screen emitting hypnotic trances. (Those who fall asleep during live in
person shows are either tired, bored or both.)
We featured several funny examples in recent issues and this is our last one. Watch what happens in 30
seconds in a church.

CARD ON THE CEILING HUMOR

Eric Myers commented on the Magic Café:

“I was a student at Notre Dame a while back and used to
do Card on the Ceiling a lot. Most of the buildings had a
card on the ceiling. The most notable was the Golden
Dome (our main building). I put a card on the ceiling about
eight years ago. The building went through a
multimillion-dollar renovation. The workers completely
redid all the ceilings. To my surprise they took my card
down… redid the ceilings… and then put my card back up
on the ceiling. How cool is that?”

The Oakland Magic Circle Newsletter
12

MAGIC IN THE BAY AREA
Many performers are having success with Virtual Shows and some are once again
doing in person shows. Support your local magicians.
Links for info and tickets are underlined and in blue or red.
LOCAL CLUBS, LECTURES AND MEETINGS
If you are a Northern California magician or club and would like to be listed here, please send
information to GaryMeyerEDF@gmail.com
International Brotherhood of Magicians Ring 216
The Wizard of Waikiki, CURTIS KAM lecture offered a terrific lecture on March 9. IBM 216
members can watch it anytime.
From David Martinez: ““Mark your calendars for April 13, 2022, to experience an in-person meeting
for the first time in over 2 years! We're working on some fun stuff, and we're going to have time for
open performances, food and social time”.
More info can be found on the club website and stay up-to-date on the Facebook page.
==================
Silicon Valley Society of American Magicians Assembly 94
Official website
April 11 (Monday) - Fireside Chat with
Susan Zeller
Susan will speak about how she got to the point of
her magic career where she is
right now, and what she is doing to achieve her
dreams.
She will go into details about planning and
carrying through with her goals and will also talk
about her creative process of customizing her
magic to be unique to her character. Finally she
will ask attendees questions and have little
dialogues about how they can do this themselves.
.
Info and updates at Facebook. Website
=============================

S.A.M. 112, Diablo Assembly historically meets the third Wednesday of each month at 7pm.
Write to Germar germagic2@aol.com to be put on the mailing list. The website needs some updating
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but the basics are there.
Germar writes about a special gathering open to everybody:
“Hello everybody from SAM 112
This Saturday , March 26 at 6 pm we will have the first official meeting at my home, There will be
food, wine, and a stage for great magic; So please come and celebrate that we finally can have in
person meetings To get Germar's address please send him a text at 925 798 5664
You must RSVP by contacting Germar in order to come. After 2 years we hope to see you come
and perform great magic .”
S.A.M. 112 hosts the Society of Young Magicians where young wizards can perform and learn. It is
usually the third Monday. Zoom link.
https://hangouts.google.com/call/xHHXATtBTQk3NVLQGv3NAAEA For more information contact
Subash subashshibu8256@gmail.com. They love having other magicians join them to do a trick or
two and/or teach an effect.
Other info on local clubs can be found on East Bay Magic though it is somewhat out of date. Many clubs have
suspended meetings during the pandemic. Send us info about your club.
===================================
VIRTUAL SHOWS, LIVE SHOWS & LOCAL MAGICIANS
If you are not listed here but would like ot be, send your listings to garymeyeredf(at)gmail.com

The big picture of magician listings will be available on the website soon as a permanent page.
Here are some public shows we know are happening.

MAGIC MIKE’S “MAGIC VISION ZOOM” on April 25 at 7 - 8:30pm.
Magic & Illusion Direct to Your Living Room! An evening of Wonder-filled Sorcery for your
entertainment pleasure. The Magique Bazaar presents Majinga the Magician and Magic Genii
with Mystical Maya, Rene Teboe & Ravanna presenting a unique show that discovers the
intersection of magic and circus. Marvel at the specially trained menagerie of magical critters,
including Norbert the Magic Rabbit, beautiful doves and the newest members, the rockin'
chicken trio of the Spice Girls. Mystifying magic will meet favorite circus acts of balance,
juggling and ventriloquism. Info and Tickets
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April Fools performers, photos and video info and tickets here.

Jay Alexander’s “Mind Tricks” is plays every Friday, Saturday and Sunday at his
reopened The Marrakech Magic Theater. Get tickets here.
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The California Magic Club in Martinez is hosted by Gerald Griffin who presents Hank Morfin,
Michael Peterson, Alex Ramon, Nathaniel Segal and Ron Saylor in March and April.
Schedule here. Full info here
Alex Ramon continues his free live virtual show Every Saturday night at 8pm PDTand each week the
show is different. Sign up here. News on Facebook. Zoom links are here
Brad Barton, Reality Thief is at The Lost Church in Santa Rosa every month. Enjoy an evening of
magic, mentalism and mischief on April 21-23. Tickets here.
The Magic Patio in San Francisco features David Gerard on Thursdays and Andrew Evans every
Friday and Saturday. Tickets and schedule here.
The magicians are back at Pier 39 in San Francisco. Look for favorites Glen Micheletti,, Chase
Martin,Patrick Livingstone, Frisco Fred Anderson, Merrie Mary, Jonathan Strange, and Kris
Bentz, Enjoy and support these hard-working performers. Free admission. Calendar here.
Christian Cagigal’s San Francisco Ghost Hunt presents Virtual Ghost Hunt Fireside Stories
with Magic. Check schedule.
MONTEREY MAGIC AND COMEDY CLUB- Website
March and April feature Eric Buss, Matt Marcy and Chase Haste.
When you have an upcoming show or know of one in the Bay Area please Email us the
information to be listed. Include title and performer, date, time, location, a short blurb, website link, &
a publicity photo or graphic.
If you are not listed and would like to be included as a bay area magician let us know.
Email Gary Meyer, Newsletter Editor, at garymeyeredf@gmail.com
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA MAGIC DEALERS
Have you ever said, “I wish we had a local magic shop?”
Well---we do and please support them or we might lose them, especially in this difficult time.
Some have social distancing in-person hours and all will gladly take your order on the phone or
from their websites.

MISDIRECTIONS MAGIC SHOP - 1236-9th Avenue (near Golden Gate Park), San Francisco. (415)
566-2180. Locally owned and operated by Joe Pon with a terrific supply of your magic needs,
lectures, private lessons and a place for magicians to gather. The physical store is open 12-3
Tuesday-Friday and 12-5 on Saturdays and Sundays--- with social distancing. They do mail and
phone orders. If he doesn’t have it, he will get it for you. Tell Joe that OMC sent you.
Weekly posts on Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, and Facebook offer suggestions for virtual
show effects. Gift Certificates are available (wink wink, nudge nudge) You can purchase Maximum
Entertainment and Mnemonica mentioned by Magical Nathaniel in Five questions and get a 10%
discount with any orders of $30 or more if you are a member of OMC

Watch “Is this the last real magic shop?”
Read about April Halog’s visit to Misdirections.
Hoodline interviews owner Joe Pon.
=========================
BYRON WALKER BOOKS - OMC member and long-tine book dealer has about 4000 books in stock
covering magic, mentalism, gambling and bunco, juggling, and ventriloquism. He always stocks the
newest titles and has the rarest of volumes. This is a mail-order business based in San Leandro.
Byron will bring books to the OMC meetings upon request (when they are back in person) but for now
is doing mail order, has good prices and a deep inventory of both the newest books and hard-to-find
vintage volumes. He accepts PayPal. Call him at (510) 276-1854 or email byron.walker@comcast.net
Get a 10% discount with all orders of $40 or more if you are a member of OMC.
SHUFTON MAGIC- Local magician Steve Shufton has a virtual shop with several unique items.
Suzanne talked about them in her lecture. He tells us there are several new effects to be released in
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2022 so sign up for his emails.
HOUDINI’S MAGIC SHOP - Beach Street & The Embarcadero, Pier 39, San Francisco The local
branch of a national chain located in resort hotels and amusement parks oriented to tourists but
always worth a visit if in the area.
BOARDWALK MAGIC -400 Beach Street, Santa Cruz. Joshua Logan’s labor of love has an excellent
selection and demonstrators who are serious about their craft. Surprisingly good selection for a tourist
location and they will happily special order.
ZUCCHINI’S TRICK ‘N THINGS - Monterey Canning Company, 711 Cannery Row # H, Monterey.
Oriented to tourists with mass market magic, jokes and games but the demonstrators are having fun
and love a visit from other magicians. Worth a visit if you are at the Monterey Aquarium.

EVANGELINE’S COSTUME MANSION - 113 K Street, Sacramento A fun shop of over 4800 square
feet of basic magic tricks and a huge selection of novelty items, jokes, wigs and just plain fun.
Upstairs are two floors filled with accessories and every imaginable costume.
--------------------------------------------------------The greater Sacramento area has become a home for magic companies but you can’t buy retail from
Murphy’s Magic. Look at their offerings online and ask your favorite dealer to order for you. Penguin
Magic and L&L Publishing are also based there and Ellusionist is based in Petaluma, but they do not
have storefronts and are mail order warehouses only. They all offer informative newsletters and
occasional free stuff. But order their products from your local dealer.
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