TLR_dec_CVR.indd 1

12/1/21 2:44 PM

TLR_dec_CVR.indd 2

12/1/21 1:41 PM

PP 3-17 ADS.qxp_AD MASTER PAGES.qxp 12/1/21 5:40 PM Page 3

PP 3-17 ADS.qxp_AD MASTER PAGES.qxp 12/1/21 5:40 PM Page 4

The
International Brotherhood
of Magicians
Founded in 1922 by
Len Vintus, Gene Gordon,and Don Rogers.
HEADQUARTERS OFFICE
INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Sindie Richison
13 Point West Blvd., St. Charles, MO 63301
(636) 724-2400 • FAX (636) 724-8566
office@magician.org
I.B.M. Website: www.magician.org

ASSISTANT EDITORS
Dale Salwak, Rolando Santos
ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Gary R. Frank, Jason Goldberg, Scott Humston,
Chip MacGregor, Dr. Steven Schlanger, Ron Sylvester

INTERNATIONAL OFFICERS BOARD OF TRUSTEES
INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT
Ken Scott
14 Stillwater Way, Newman, GA 30265
(770) 252-1516 • ken@kenscottmagic.com

RING REPORTS AND RING EVENTS EDITOR
Dr. Steven Schlanger
E-mail: ringreports@magician.org

INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT ELECT
Billy Hsueh • billy@magicofbilly.com

ADVERTISING MANAGER
Fred Boone
E-mail: advertising@magician.org

INTERNATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Charles Arkin • carkinlaw1@aol.com
INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY
Simone Marron
5735 Joshuapoint Ct., Las Vegas, NV 89120
(904) 838-9897 • simone@marrons.us

WEBMASTER
Simone Marron
E-mail: webmaster@magician.org

INTERNATIONAL TREASURER
Mike Woodward • mikewmp@aol.com

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Jessica Friend, Matthew Sharpe

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Jeffrey Brodrick • (570) 335-3559
Mike Dunagan • (770) 410-0026
Jason Michaels • (615) 521-6850
Dwight Redman, Sr. • (301) 613-2872
Lance Rich • (270) 438-9272
Rolando Santos • (404) 784-6174

PRODUCTION AND ART SERVICES
Tony’s Studio
E-mail: tonyjadu@aol.com
OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER
Michael Messing

LIVING PAST INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENTS
Bill Pitts, Jr., Dr. William A. Wells, Donald E. Wiberg, Dr.
William E. Spooner, Michael J. Gorman, Dr. Jep Hostetler,
John R. Browne III, Jack K. Greenberg, Michael Stratman,
David Sandy, Tony Wilson, Roger Miller, Fred Casto,
Joan Caesar, Rolando Santos, Vanni Pulé, John Pye,
Bill Evans, Shawn Farquhar, Joe M. Turner, Oscar Mu ñoz,
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Happy
Holidays!
Sindie Richison
International Executive Secretary

May your Holidays be filled with
happiness, peace, love, and
lots of magic.
Have a Merry Christmas and a
Great New Year!
Hope to see you in Atlanta, GA
in July 2022.

Bob & Nancy Patterson
I.B.M. International President
2017-2018

Wishing everyone
a safe and happy
holiday season!
Charles Arkin
International Vice President
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Support the
magic dealers
who support
the I.B.M.
Buy from
The Linking Ring
advertisers!
December 2021

www.magician.org

11

PP 3-17 ADS.qxp_AD MASTER PAGES.qxp 12/1/21 5:41 PM Page 12

CONJURING CONTRACTS
& COPYRIGHTS
GREG VICTOROFF, ESQ.*
ATTORNEY AT LAW
Copyright magic routines. Trademark stage names.
Non-disclosure agreements, TV, Publishing,
Collaboration, Venue, Contracts.
Call or e-mail for a free consultation.
Greg@victoroff-law.com www.victoroff-law.com
(310) 207-8999
*40 year Magic Castle® Magician Member

Happy
New Year
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Many readers responded to this essay
when we published it six years ago. We’ve
decided to reprint it because kindness and
courtesy seem to be in even greater demand
these days.
Passengers were making their way down
the aisle looking for empty spots in the overhead bins. At first, this was a typical airline
boarding with travelers quickly stashing
carry-ons before takeoff.
Suddenly the line came to a halt. A loud
voice boomed through the cabin. “Who put
this bag in my spot! Who does this belong
to!” After an awkward moment, a timid
woman a few seats away claimed ownership
of the suitcase. The late-thirties alpha male
continued his verbal assault. “This is my
seat! You need to move this bag right now!”
I felt my blood pressure rise. I later
wished I had come to this poor woman’s
defense. No one else said anything. Perhaps
we were all too astonished by the man’s
ridiculously rude behavior. After the offending luggage was removed, the six-foot-two,
two-hundred-pound third grader sat down.
Gradually, the passengers’ glaring toward
the bully abated and the plane started down
the runway. Settling in, I opened my newspaper. I was taken aback by a headline that
author Squire Rushnell would describe as a
“God wink.” It read: “Boorish, Bigmouth
Men Die Younger.” The article reported on a
University of Kansas study that found pushy
behavior is harmful to the heart. Boorish
men, it said, “die younger from heart disease
than men who are more thoughtful.”
This article – and the airplane incident –
made me think. Even if we don’t practice
good manners for the sake of other people,
there’s the matter of self-interest: “Boorish,
Bigmouth Men Die Younger.” Putting others before ourselves – also known as good,
old-fashioned courtesy – seems to offer
health benefits.
14

The world needs kindness more than
ever. We want technology to simplify our
lives, but now we’re doing more and expecting instant results and responses. People are
stressed out and have shorter fuses. We
quickly broadcast our emotions with illinformed status updates or hasty replies.
Opinion overload, especially on social
media, is reaching critical mass. Popular
culture touts open-mindedness as an essential virtue, yet when others state an opposing
viewpoint – watch out! An instant war of
words breaks out online.
How do we reduce friction and reclaim
respect? First, why not build some margin
into our lives so that every second isn’t
crammed with mini-emergencies? We can
put the smartphone down and just be smart.
We can be present with those who are in the
same room. Second, why not give others the
benefit of the doubt? There’s a great deal we
do not know about them. Comments posted
on social media cannot define a person. As
George Bernard Shaw observed, “The problem with communication is the illusion that
it has actually been accomplished.”
During this busy season, courtesy may be
the greatest gift we give to others. If we want
to live longer and happier lives, it is also a
priceless present for ourselves.
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Hello, I.B.M. family!
I hope everyone is doing great and that
you had a wonderful Thanksgiving. I had
some fun traveling this past month. I went
to Las Vegas to be a part of the “Discover
Magic” event. Discover Magic is a program designed to teach children really
cool magic and, at the same time, teach
some very important life skills. There are
Discover Magic presenters all around the
world, and I would highly encourage you
to visit their website at www.discover
magic.com and explore the program.
At the event, I presented a few Presidential Awards, one to Life Member Jeff
Sobel, and two to the founders of Discover
Magic, Brian South and Michael Mario.
Watch the video by scanning the QR code
below with your phone, meet Brian and
Michael, and hear more about Discover
Magic.
As I write this, I am just leaving Brad
Ross’s “It Factor LIVE” event in Florida.
More than seventy percent of the attendees
at this event were I.B.M. members. It was
great talking with members about our
great organization. While there, I presented two Presidential Awards, one to Brad
Ross and the other to Mario the Maker
Magician. We are hoping to have Mario
perform at our Annual Convention. He is
so creative!
I would like to congratulate Past International President Oscar Muñoz as he successfully completed the testing to become

a FISM judge. This is a great honor, and
Oscar will be a great representative for the
I.B.M. while judging at FISM.
We are booking one-day I.B.M. JAM
sessions right now. Do you have a magic
club that would like to host this event? An
I.B.M. JAM session is a one-day in-person
event with shows, lectures, dealers, and
fellowship. Contact me if you are interested. We are currently booking dates starting
in March 2022.
Do you have some concerns or great
ideas you would like to share with me? I
would love to hear from you. Email me
directly at ken@kenscottmagic.com.
Last, but not least, start thinking about
attending our Convention next July in
Atlanta. It will be the I.B.M.’s hundredth
birthday. We are going to have a great
time, and we want you to be with us. If you
have not yet registered, register now at
www.ibmconvention.com while there is
still availability.
Again, check out my QR code at the
bottom of the page. Stay well and stay
safe.
Scan the QR code below for a video
message from our International President.

Happy Holidays!
December 2021
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This magician – known as one of the nicest people in magic – not only achieved success on stage, but in later years went on lecture tours with Dai Vernon. To give the Professor a rest, he presented his award-winning card fanning act during intermission. Who
was he? Turn to page 144 to learn more.
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Season’s Greetings from
The Linking Ring and the staff of the I.B.M. Website at www.magician.org.
Executive Editor Samuel Patrick Smith; Assistant Editors Dale Salwak and
Rolando Santos; Associate Editors Gary R. Frank, Jason Goldberg,
Scott Humston, Chip MacGregor, Dr. Steven Schlanger, and
Ron Sylvester; Webmaster Simone Marron; Website Security Advisor
Terry Richison; Advertising Manager Fred Boone; Production and Art Director
Tony Dunn; Graphic Designer Jessica Friend; Copyeditor Rose Cardenas;
Official Photographer Michael Messing; and Columnists Dave Arch,
Michael M. Breggar, Kent Cummins, Robert Durante, David Ginn, Don
Greenberg, Katrina Kroetch, Brian Lead, Mike Powers, Dale Salwak,
Tom Vorjohan, Ken Scott, Roger “Skip” Way, and Andrew Woo; Contributing Writer Rick Heath; Sick and Convalescent Committee Chair
Jim Short; International Executive Secretary Sindie Richison; and Ring

Have a Wonderful Holiday Season and a Happy New Year!
December 2021
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Our Cover

By Kenrick “ICE” McDonald

“

Those who don’t study history are
doomed to repeat it. Yet those who do
study history are doomed to stand by helplessly while everyone else repeats it.” I
recently read this in a comic strip in which
an older man was talking to a much younger man. I thought it was kind of funny,
even clever, until I began to take a closer
look at the statement.
In pursuit of true history and because
of the need to give reverence to the early
Black magicians on whose shoulders I
stood, and continue to stand, I am committed to correcting the record as much as
possible. One time I asked an author about
the accuracy of the history in his book
when it came to Black magicians. His
response was, “I embellished some stories
to create excitement about those artists.”
The word “documenting” means recording
the truth of what happened. That includes
the good, the bad, the ugly, and even the
boring.
“Missed education” about Black magicians stems from the perception that
there is history and then there is Black
history. The fact is that there is one history. The problem is that there are several
interpretations. It seems that the loudest
interpretation takes precedence, and the
rest have at times been reduced to side
notes, or perhaps fables.
18
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As I began researching the history of
Black magicians, especially for the Quiet
Masters documentary and an upcoming
book about these artists, few of my magical colleagues seemed to want to know
the true history of the Black magical
artist. Some, not all, knew just enough to
be satisfied, but in many cases, their information was incomplete or inaccurate.
Yes, some people realize that Richard
Potter and Henry Box Brown existed.
However, knowing about them yet not
including early Black magicians in presentations about the history of magic is just
plain wrong. It ignores our heritage and the
contributions, many of them significant,
made by African American magicians. It
is gross injustice to both those pioneering
entertainers as well as to our craft’s provenance of tricks and our history.
If we believe Napoleon Bonaparte’s
statement, “History is a set of lies agreed
on,” we should dismiss everything. Let’s
rewrite history and leave out all the negative and missteps. Since we can’t do that,
let’s tell the whole history. We can’t just
tell the part that makes certain cultures and
races look and feel good and stereotype or
downplay others.
Allow me to introduce myself. I
am master magician Kenrick “ICE”
McDonald, the 2018 Magic Hall of Fame
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Kenrick “ICE” McDonald.

inductee. My friends call me Mr. Diversity
and Inclusion. I’ve been a professional
magician for four decades, a public speaker for twenty-six years, and a filmmaker
for a decade. I am the director and producer of the award-winning documentary,
Quiet Masters: The History and Relevance
of the Black Magical Artist, currently
available on Amazon Prime. It is my goal
to highlight the true and accurate history of
magic, including magical artists that look
like me. I believe that it’s important to lend
my voice to make people aware of individuals who did not get their just due for their
achievements because of oppressive laws
and unfortunate events.
Magic has been a significant part of the
Black culture throughout the centuries. For
it to be slowly expunged is unacceptable.
This article speaks about the hidden parts
of history that some individuals intentionDecember 2021
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ally ignore, especially when speaking of
the African American experience in magic
and their place in history. Consider, for
example, George White, Thurston’s male
assistant. Many have seen the poster of
Thurston with the clown figure of a Black
man. That’s the image that is remembered
and passed down from one generation to
the next. In fact, Mr. White was a handsome individual whose talents went well
beyond clowning.
My non-Black counterparts often say
they don’t realize that there were so many
historical Black magicians, even though
their history is now easily accessible online
and often seen on social media. That statement is, therefore, a little outdated.
People have great memories when
recalling historical events that lean positively in their direction, but they find it
difficult to recall terrible incidents. A

www.magician.org

19

12/1/21 10:36 PM

The Tulsa Race Massacre, May 31–June 1,
1921.

prime example is the 1921 Black Wall
Street Massacre in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Why
did it take seventeen presidents and a hundred years before a major national speech
was delivered about the massacre? I’ve
been yelling about the Tulsa massacre, the
sundown towns, and the Green Book for
years. I have had many conversations with
individuals who claimed to have never
heard or read about these events in history books. Just as these events have been
downplayed, many Black magical artists
and their contributions are also diminished.
The keepers of history have not always
been kind to races and cultures that haven’t
fit the narrative of the so-called mainstream. Daily, we learn about events that
should have been highlighted and considered major stories back when they
happened, yet like many things, these
events were swept under the rug. These
events could have given hope to a people,
but individuals who were determined to
use laws of segregation and miseducation
prevented the prestige of the moment to
shine. Black magicians throughout history have fallen under that same oppressive
and insensitive thinking. Being a magical
entity did not eliminate the systemic biases
imposed on the Black race.

20
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Some early magic authors and magicians used derogatory language when
describing effects. Many times, the language was disrespectful to our culture.
One major artist in the past performed
the highly recognizable effect entitled
the Ni—— & Ind—— effect, so called
because the faces of the cards are black
and red. Allow me to translate – it is now
known as the Oil & Water effect.
I would like to briefly introduce you to
three early Black magical artists. Their
contribution to the art was exceptional.
Their entire stories can’t be told in one
article. This is just a glimpse into their
journeys. You will hear more about these
artists in the future.
Meet the Boomsky

The Boomsky, famed for his comic buffoonery.
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The Boomskies, Isaac Willis (left) and Milton H. Everett.

One of the most enthralling characters
throughout the history of Black magicians
has been the Boomsky. The Boomskies
were made famous by the Herrmann
family. They performed with Alexander
Herrmann in the mid-nineteenth century
and then with Alexander’s wife, Adelaide,
and Leon, Alexander’s nephew, during the
early twentieth century. The Boomsky in
the famous “Herrmann the Great” poster
was Isaac Willis, who later marketed himself as “The Great Boomsky.”
Introducing you to the Boomskies will
show the diversity of their talent and the
way they subjected themselves to the buffoonery that being a Boomsky required.
Being a Boomsky required a person to
temporarily compromise his individuality. Although each had his own act, Milton
H. Everett and Isaac Willis became the
Boomskies who assisted White magicians.
The Boomsky was the comedy relief
of the show and more. White audiences
accepted him as long as he confirmed their
December 2021
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perception of what a Black entertainer
should be – a clown or buffoon. What the
audience didn’t realize was that the role of
the Boomsky was designed to take the heat
off Herrmann. Can we say “misdirection,”
ladies and gentlemen? When the Boomsky
fell on the hat and everyone looked and
laughed, Herrmann could produce an elephant. The Boomsky and Herrmann used
the audience’s own stereotypes against
them – a brilliant move.
Being a Boomsky was the training and
launching pad for seven highly successful
careers – six magicians and one comedian.
The men who took on the title of Boomsky
were intelligent. In both magic and stage
management, they were often more skilled
than their bosses, yet they were treated by
some as third-class citizens. These gentlemen deserve credit for some of their
bosses’ success. For more in-depth information, I recommend Margaret Steele’s
book, The Great Boomsky.

www.magician.org
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A True Magical War Hero: Capt.
Emile Clifton Jr.
“Heroes are ordinary people who make
themselves extraordinary,” said Gerard
Way.
When an individual has been rescued,
helped, or freed, he looks at his hero
through colorblind eyes and holds him
in high esteem. That was not the case for
many Black men who were members of
the military during World War II.
Magician Emile Clifton Jr. was born
in 1920 in San Francisco, California, to
Emile Sr. and Cardella. Young Emile, a
graduate of San Francisco’s Lowell High
School in 1940, enlisted in the military in
August 1942.
Despite the documented racial segregation in the United States Armed Forces
(which included separation of White and
non-White troops) along with quotas and
restriction of people of color troops to
support roles, Emile Clifton Jr. became a
war hero as one of the legendary Tuskegee
Airmen. They made up the air squadron that flew the red-tailed fighter planes
that escorted and protected the bombers’
planes on approximately sixty-one missions across Europe. No bombers were lost
during the Tuskegee Airmen’s watch.
The following is an account from
Emile’s protégé, magician Pete Biro:
Clifton registered to attend a
convention when it came to Alton,
California. He showed up at the convention headquarters hotel and was
walking around. Someone came up
to him, grabbed him, and led him out
the door….How amazing it is to fight
for your country’s freedom with excellence and still suffer racial craziness
when you return home.
Emile marketed himself as a formal and
informal entertainer. As a formal entertainer, he performed wearing a tuxedo.
Informally, he performed dressed as a
tramp. He listed his talents as actor, pantomimist, and magician. He experienced
systemic racial oppression, but many in the
magic world embraced him and his talent.
22
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Thurston lithograph with George White.

Emile’s good friend, Mike Rogers, called
him a fine magician and one of the most
knowledgeable men in magic.
Emile’s talent spanned several areas. Not
only was he a skilled pilot flying the WWII
Mustang and recreational planes and performing magic, he spent twenty years as a
classically trained theatrical actor and talented director. Many people aren’t aware
that Emile was also skilled in fencing. Yes,
ladies and gentlemen, you heard me correctly – fencing!
Emile was the chief magic instructor
at Tom Dethlefson’s Golden State Magic
Company and the darling of the Bay Area.
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Leon Herrmann and the Boomsky, Isaac Willis.

December 2021
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Howard Thurston, Thurston’s brother, and George White.

He constantly held instructional workshops. He often said, “A magician should
practice only when he is in the right mood.
An artist would not try to paint a picture
if he wasn’t in the mood.” He also talked
about not trying to impress your audience. In May 1957, he said, “You are there
to entertain them and mystify them, yes,
make them glad that they came to see you.
Don’t try to make them think that you are
supernatural.”
Emile’s influence was respected by
many. It goes back as far as a 1948 Stull
Magic Co. advertisement, in which he recommended certain props to buy. Today,
magicians are still using some of his
24
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moves, such as the laydown on McDonald
Aces and his variation move to the ring
and rope effect. Stay tuned for more
about this magical war hero. I salute you,
Captain Emile Clifton Jr., magician.
The Incomparable Fetaque Sanders
Certainly one of the most famous Black
magicians was Fetaque (pronounced
“FEE-take”) Sanders. He single-handedly
changed how America viewed Black magicians. The popularity of the minstrel shows
stereotyped Black artists. These shows
were mostly performed by White people
in blackface, to depict Black people as
dim-witted, lazy, and buffoonish. Although
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Captain Emile Clifton (left), Tuskegee Airman.

the magicians didn’t put on blackface, all
the Black artists were lumped together.
Fetaque grabbed all our hands and jumped
into the jazzy era of magic, leaving no
doubt as to who would be controlling the
narrative of his journey.
On May 12, 1915, Fetaque’s journey
began. This little boy was born running
toward his destiny. It took only eighteen
years before he made a name for himself
when he got booked at the 1933 Chicago
World’s Fair. His new gig was at the newly
constructed Enchanted Island Children’s
Theater.
Fetaque was a suave and dapper magician who performed magic with variations.
December 2021
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In 1939, a magic organization listed
Fetaque in its “Who’s Who” convention
program. Even though he was biracial and
well dressed, he still suffered from the
signs of the times and was not able to join
the very magic organization that listed him
in its Who’s Who of Magic.
According to a conversation with his
ninety-four-year-old ex-wife Mildred, who
passed away last December, they were
quite aware of how dangerous it was for a
Black artist to tour the South. They traveled pulling a sleeper trailer. She said, “We
were rejected by hotels, so we would camp
out in the parking lot of the place of our
performance.” Understanding how society

www.magician.org
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Left: World-class magical entertainer Fetaque Sanders. Right: Fetaque Sanders at the 1933
Chicago World’s Fair. Below: Emile Clifton as a magician and clown.
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A rare poster designed and printed by Fetaque Sanders, noting his second trip to the Chicago
World’s Fair. SPS COLLECTION
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Fetaque’s home away from home.

operated during the early twentieth century, Fetaque always seemed to find a way
to show his talent on a big stage and found
favor amongst some of his White counterparts, such as one of his inspirations,
magician John Mulholland, who had been
paying attention to Fetaque’s talent for a
while. In a 1934 issue of The Sphinx, John
Mulholland wrote a review about a young
new face in magic whose performance was
big, but he performed with props from his
vest pocket. The review also said that this
young man was a consummate professional. That young man was Fetaque Sanders.
Fetaque finally had the opportunity to
work with his inspiration and perform in
one of the finest shows. He secured a performance in the famed Broadway show,
Stuart Robson’s Magic on Broadway, on
May 8, 1943, in New York. Fetaque was
part of a fine cast of entertainers, which
included John Mulholland and The Great
Ballantine, among others. A review of the
show came out June 10, 1943, and Fetaque
received a great notice. The review also
stated, “The Great Ballantine was the
hit of the show and stopped it cold.” In
Ballantine’s later years, when asked about
Fetaque, he spoke of him in the most glowing terms.
28
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Fetaque Sanders was a brilliant promoter, receiving many opportunities during his
lifetime. He toured for several years with
USO Camp Shows show during World
War II, performing magic for thousands
and thousands of people. Like the other
magical artists mentioned in this article,
he overcame many obstacles to achieve
great success and stands as an inspiration
to many magicians, especially Black magicians.
The art of magic has many races and
cultures, and all deserve accuracy when
their history is being documented. I want
to encourage you to seek and document the
history of your art. Don’t allow “missed
education” to slowly erase crucial parts of
your culture’s history – because your culture’s history is history.
s
“ICE” McDonald is a Past National
President of the Society of American
Magicians. His writings have appeared
in The Linking Ring, M-U-M, and other
publications. Stories about “ICE” have
been published in the New York Times and
The Wall Street Journal, and broadcast on
National Public Radio. Reach him by email
at icestormeg@gmail.com.
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About Our Annual Cover Art Auction
Attention, readers! We interrupt
our regularly scheduled programming! Our December cover usually
features an original piece of art, which
is sold at auction. This year we decided to turn the cover over to “ICE”
McDonald and invited him to share
insights regarding our “missed education” about early African American
magicians. In lieu of our regular auction, we are offering a limited run of
12" x 18" posters of the December
cover for $50 postpaid. Each poster
will be personally signed by Master
Magician “ICE” McDonald. Proceeds
will be donated to the I.B.M.
Endowment and Development Fund.
The posters will be available in a
Buy-It-Now auction on eBay beginning Monday, December 20. Search
“Linking Ring Ice Cover” to find the
auction, or email editor@magician.
org for a link.
What Happens Next Year?
Start saving your money! We are
planning a remarkable work of art to
be auctioned next December at the
end of the I.B.M.’s centennial year.

New Advertising Manager Named
Meet The Linking Ring’s new Advertising Manager, Fred Boone.
Fred was first introduced to magic as a child when his uncle showed
him a magic trick one Christmas. He was hooked. Now all these
years later Fred is still performing and collecting magic. He says he
has convinced his wife that it is only a hobby, not an obsession. Fred
is Minister of Education at his church in Mount Dora, Florida. In
addition to magic, he is also a circus enthusiast. Fred looks forward
to serving the I.B.M. family as the Advertising Manager of The Linking Ring and the I.B.M.
website at www.magician.org. To welcome Fred, place an ad, or receive advertising information, email him at advertising@magician.org or call 407-476-8290.

December 2021
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The 2021
Milbourne
Christopher
Awards:

A Continuing Tradition
of Excellence
By Rick Heath
AWARD PHOTOS BY DIANE PONTIOUS

After a two-year Covid-imposed hiatus,
magicians, friends, and families gathered
for the Twenty-Ninth Milbourne Christopher Foundation Awards Presentation on
Saturday, October 30, 2021, at the Garde
Arts Center in New London, Connecticut.
This was the fifth year the awards were
presented in the Garde Center’s Oasis
Room, the intimate venue adjacent to the
historic 1926 Garde Theatre. The Oasis
Room was the perfect setting for the festive occasion in which eight deserving
recipients were honored for their significant contributions to the art of magic.
The Milbourne Christopher Foundation
was established in 1989 as an independent
charitable organization by the late Maurine
Christopher to honor the memory of her

husband, reflect the many aspects of his
distinguished career, and reward excellence, originality, and leadership in the
conjuring arts.
Milbourne Christopher was an internationally known illusionist, the author or
editor of more than twenty books on
magic, the star of his own 1957 prime-time
television magic special, the 1957-1958
National President of the Society of American Magicians, and a tireless advocate of
magic as a performing art. His passion for
magic history and collecting is well substantiated in his Illustrated History of
Magic, first published in 1973 and later
updated by Mrs. Christopher in 2006. Milbourne Christopher died in 1984 at seventy
years old.

(l to r): Milbourne Christopher. Milbourne and Maurine Christopher. Cadini, Sorcar, and Milbourne
Christopher. Milbourne Christopher on the cover of The Linking Ring.
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As in previous years, the 2021 gala, ably
planned and orchestrated by David Haversat, a member of the Foundation’s Board of
Directors, began with a reception in the
theatre’s upper lobby with wine and hors
d’oeuvres.
The attendees then adjourned to the
Oasis Room where they were invited to
enjoy a video tribute to master of ceremonies Bill Rauscher, a prolific magic historian whose biography, Milbourne
Christopher: The Man and his Magic,
chronicles the multi-faceted career of the
Foundation’s namesake. The heartfelt tribute was followed by a video of past and
present award winners. Both were created
by Tom Ewing, the recipient of the 2017
Literary Award.
The honorees were called to the stage in
turn where Rauscher highlighted the backgrounds and accomplishments of each.
With the presentation of a handsome

plaque accompanied by a handcrafted
wand fashioned by magic craftsman Tony
Karpinski, the recipients joined the list of
previous award winners that includes such
luminaries as Robert Lund, Lance Burton,
John Gaughan, Johnny and Pam Thompson, Bev Bergeron, and Norm Nielsen.

(l to r): Tom Ewing. William Rauscher.

Illusionist Award: Joe Devlin
Known in the trade as the Matador of Magic, Devlin performs large stage illusions with the Apollonian grace and
mastery of a matador. Whether commanding the spotlight in
casinos, on cruise ships, at corporate events and conventions, or in theaters in the U.S. and abroad, his Latin flair
and love of the art of illusion travel beyond the footlights
and captivate audiences.
Devlin’s decades-long dedication to his craft has earned
him the Excellence in Cabaret Award from the entertainment industry’s Backstage Magazine. In 2000, he was honored as Magician of the Year by New York Parent Assembly
No. 1 of the Society of American Magicians. He is also a
two-time recipient of the Merlin Award from the International Magicians Society.
Devlin said, “When I was told I received the 2021 Illusionist Award, my heart and time stopped. This award is special because I met Mr.
Christopher at Houdini’s gravesite when I was eighteen years old and full of dreams. It
made such an impact. He was one of the most famous magicians I had ever met, a fellow
New Yorker, and most importantly to me at the time, he looked like a magician! Accepting the award gives me the motivation to continue my work with a certain amount of confidence that, perhaps, I would have made the influential master magician I met so long
ago somewhat proud of me.”
December 2021
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Close-up Award: Michael Ammar
When asked how a young man from the small town of
Logan, West Virginia (population approximately 1400), nestled deep in the rugged hills of coal mining country, emerged
to win the 1982 FISM Gold Medal in Close-up Magic in
Lausanne, Switzerland, Michael responded, “Boredom.” He
explained that at an early age he began ordering magic from
catalogs. Because Logan was devoid of distractions, his endless hours of practice led to mastery of his craft.
Michael has embraced the saying, “Set your life on fire
and seek out those who fan the flames.” During the 1980s, he
did just that, developing a close friendship with his mentor,
Dai Vernon. Today, he is an internationally acclaimed performer, a leader in magic instruction, and a sought-after lecturer. Perhaps he is best known for his popularization of the
Topit, The Topit Book, and his refinement of Topit technique. He is the author of three
dozen additional publications.
Michael’s extensive resume includes an impressive number of awards from the Academy of Magical Arts: Close-Up Magician of the Year (1981, 1983), Parlor Magician of the
Year (1985, 1990), and Lecturer of the Year (1982, 1983). In 1999, MAGIC Magazine
named Michael “one of the most influential magicians in the twentieth century.”
When Michael learned of winning the Close-up Award, he said, “My mind flashed back
to my first ever magic convention – the 1976 S.A.M. National in Philadelphia, where I had
the nerve to approach two men in conversation to ask for their autographs. The two men
were Milbourne Christopher and Bill Severn, and it was like they were competing to see
who could be the nicest to me! Forty-five years later, it’s still a great memory.
“Not only did I recognize the name, Milbourne Christopher, I recognized the kindness,
the character, and the intent to promote magic now and in the future that I experienced in
my sliver of exposure to the man himself. My respect for the scale of his vision is matched
only by my respect for the incredible lineage of artists that precede me and those that
share this honor with me this year.”

Ambassadors of Magic Award: David Sandy and Lance Rich
In April 2020, in the midst of the Coronavirus pandemic, David Sandy and Lance
Rich launched a Zoom collectors show on a
Sunday night. They envisioned an informal
gathering to discuss a few topics related to
magic history and collecting. As Lance
reflected, “It went very well, so we decided
to keep going!”
Little did they expect to attract a worldwide audience for lively discussions or
informative retrospectives on magic’s legendary performers or imagine that a veritable who’s who of magic collectors and historians would be delighted to treat viewers to
the treasures in their private collections. Over time, a format developed with regular features, including “Ask Adele,” in which Adele Friel Rhindress, the Christopher Founda32
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tion’s 2015 Ambassador of Magic, shared recollections of her travels with the Blackstone
Sr. show. Not surprisingly, Collector’s Corner spawned a Facebook group with more than
four thousand members. Furthermore, this modest experiment burgeoned into a phenomenon that brought magicians, collectors, and magic aficionados together in an unprecedented way and created magic history in the process.
Lance is a four-term president of Kansas City’s Heart of America Ring 129 and has
been an I.B.M. Executive Committee member since 2019. Said Lance, “The Christopher
Awards have a long history of honoring many of the people I’ve always admired. The
word ‘ambassador’ is so much more than a title. It’s a way of constantly trying to shine
the best light on magic. I feel like I’m always a work in progress in that area, but I am
happy to have that responsibility.”
David joined Ring 129 as a teenager, and some two decades later, in 2003, he was
installed as the organization’s International President. David reflected, “When we started
this little ‘Internet show’ out of boredom, passion, and the love for magic, we never
dreamed that it would take off like it did. Through the Collector’s Corner, we’ve met
some wonderful people and have established many new friendships. I feel so honored to
be recognized by my peers. When I look at the list of previous award winners, I feel that
I am in great company.”

Literary Award: Darwin Ortiz
Darwin Ortiz makes his living with a deck of cards. At an age
when other children were learning to play marbles, the man
who was born and raised in New York City was learning how
to manipulate a deck in his South Bronx neighborhood. In
1974, he left New York University Law School and supported
himself by playing blackjack and working as an instructor at
Harry Lorayne’s memory school in New York City.
Darwin practices four hours a day, wearing out over five
hundred decks of cards each year. He has brought the art of
sleight of hand to a new level of perfection. Many of the techniques he employs in his performances have never been
duplicated.
According to The Casino Journal, “When it comes to
cheating, Darwin Ortiz is generally considered the best in the
world. His ability to manipulate cards and chips cannot be detected by most surveillance
devices currently in use in modern casinos.” Consequently, Darwin is highly valued as a
consultant to casinos in the United States, Europe, Africa, the United Kingdom, and Australasia and has often been a featured presenter at the World Gaming Congress in Las Vegas.
Though he is widely considered to be the best in the trade at the art of concealment, he has
been generous in sharing his expertise. His works include Gambling Scams (1984), Darwin
Ortiz on Casino Gambling (1986), Darwin Ortiz at the Card Table (1988), The Annotated
Erdnase (1991), Strong Magic (1994), CardShark (1995), Scams and Fantasies with Cards
(2002), Designing Miracles (2007), and Darwin Ortiz: Lessons in Card Mastery (2012).
“News of the award came as a complete – and very pleasant – surprise,” said Darwin.
“Of course, one writes for one’s readers, not for awards, but this kind of recognition is a
gratifying indication that you’re doing something right. That the award bears the name of
Milbourne Christopher, who was noted for his contributions to magic literature, makes it
more special.” Darwin added, “I’ve gotten more than I give. My books are my way to
give back to magic.”
December 2021
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Master’s Award: Rob and Carol Allen
When Rob and Carol Allen met in the summer of 1971, Rob
was a twenty-one-year-old art education major who was
also developing a magic act. Carol, then seventeen, was
working as a waitress. When Rob went to the restaurant
where Carol worked, he saw a smiling young woman gracefully weaving her way through customers while carrying a
tray with one hand. “From that day on,” said Rob, “I was
determined to create an act with Carol as my assistant.”
Rob’s single act became a double, and he and Carol have
been sharing the stage since February 1972.
After they were married in 1973, the performing duo
worked club dates in Western New York. Soon they were
opening for many headliners and added cruise ship performances to their growing resume. By 1976, they concluded that corporate sponsorship would allow them to establish
roots and start a family. For forty-five years, they have partnered with the Western New
York Dairy Industry, presenting a uniquely themed nutrition and magic show for more
than a hundred ten schools every spring.
Rob is the author of numerous articles on magic and magic history, a collector of magic
memorabilia, and a designer and builder of magic props, illusions, and stage settings. He
is also a proud member of the I.B.M. At age fourteen, he became the President of Junior
Ring 12 that met at Gene Gordon’s Magic Shop in Buffalo, New York. At seventeen, he
was the youngest member ever admitted to Ring 12. Carol was the first woman to become
a member of the Ring.
When the letter announcing their Master’s Award honor arrived, Rob said, “We opened
it together, read it, were completely silent, and just looked at each other. It came as a complete surprise. We never looked for recognition; we were always working and just doing
our own thing.”
Said Carol, “I was so surprised at the reaction from our two children. They were so proud,
so happy for us! They wanted to attend the ceremony, to support us and be there for us! We
have been overwhelmed and humbled by so many friends sending their congratulations.”

Lifetime Achievement Award: Chris Capehart
When Chris Capehart was eighteen years old, he hitchhiked
to New York City. After sleeping on the streets for two
weeks, he landed a job as a waiter. Two years later, at the
famed Apollo Theatre, Chris was mesmerized by Earl
“Presto” Johnson, a master of sleight of hand and comedy
magic. Presto became Chris’s teacher and informed him
summarily, “You can’t call yourself a magician until I tell
you you can.” Chris continued, “It took three years before
he said I was a magician.”
For years, Chris performed on the streets of the Big
Apple. He learned the hard way – by trial and error and by
experience after often unpleasant experiences. Undaunted,
he repeatedly pulled himself up by his bootstraps, earned
his Ph.D. in the University of Life, and became a self-made
34
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man who has forged an extraordinary career. In fact, it took Genii Magazine twenty-three
pages and the cover to tell his story, “Chris Capehart: Takin’ It from the Streets,” in the
December 2008 issue.
Chris Capehart can rightfully say he has done it all. He is respected by his peers,
applauded by audiences for his skills, and sought after for return engagements by his
clients. Whether performing on the big stage, demonstrating his close-up skill in a more
intimate setting, or drawing a crowd as street performer, Chris delights and mystifies his
audiences. He has performed in over thirteen countries and is a veteran of corporate and
cruise line work.
Chris has been dubbed the Ring Master, for good reason. Of his acclaimed three-ring
routine, perfected forty years ago, Karl Fulves, one of magic’s most prolific writers,
noted, “The most remarkable feature of his brilliant Linking Ring routine is that it is performed by a street magician… I didn’t think it possible until I saw it, but Chris Capehart
draws crowds with this routine.”
Chris said, “When you find something you love to do, you aspire to do it well. Only
other magicians really know what is involved and what it takes to overcome the hurdles
and obtain any level of success. Winning this award is incredibly special since being recognized by your peers is the highest honor. I want to sincerely thank the Milbourne
Christopher Foundation for this award.”

Performer: Scott Alexander
The evening concluded with Scott
Alexander’s fast-paced mix of comedy,
magic, music, poetry, and allied variety arts.
A seasoned performer who has been a headliner at Caesar’s Palace and a past winner of
the Senator Clarke Crandall Award for Comedy in Magic, Scott now lives in the Amish
country of rural Lancaster, Pennsylvania,
and balances a busy career with raising a
family of three with his wife Jenny.

Said Scott, “It’s a great honor to perform
at this year’s Milbourne Christopher
Awards. Being from Baltimore, Christopher
was a boyhood hero of mine. I sat in rapt
attention as my mentor, Denny Haney, also a
Christopher award recipient, told me many
stories about the man. In my formative years
in magic, I spent countless hours poring over
the Illustrated History of Magic. It inspired
me to want to be like the great magicians
who are chronicled in that massive tome.”
As every magician knows, a seemingly
endless global pandemic brought magic and
live entertainment to a standstill. Theatres
were dark, and performing venues were
shuttered. The Twenty-Ninth Milbourne
Christopher Awards Presentation, by honoring eight of magic’s finest, has served as a
welcome ray of light as we emerge from
these dark times. The gala event also provided ample proof that gathering together in the
spirit of friendship and good will is an indispensable human necessity. As people took
their leave, one sensed there was hope that
perhaps all will be well until we meet again.

December 2021
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In Memoriam

Edward A. Morris

June 21, 1925 – October 16, 2021
By Jack Browne
Past International President
My wife Jan and I are privileged to have
been close personal friends of Ed and Betty
Morris for many years. We lost Ed on
October 16, 2021, when he died at age
ninety-six shortly after his daily swim in
the ocean at his island in Fiji, where Ed and
Betty had resided since February of 2020
on account of the pandemic, although their
custom had been to spend only three
months or so a year in Fiji. Their main
home, which is over one hundred years
old, is nestled among five world-class
hotels on Nob Hill in San Francisco.
I met Ed Morris in the early 1970s at the
Magic Cellar Saloon at Earthquake
McGoon’s in San Francisco where Martin
Lewis was the resident magician who gave
magic lessons to beginners like me. Ed
introduced me to I.B.M. Ring 38 in San
Francisco, which he served as its president. He also introduced me to the I.B.M.
parent organization by appointing me as
Assistant Legal Advisor when he served as
36

our International President in 1988–89. Ed
made lifelong friends throughout the
worldwide magic fraternity. He performed
magic at the Oakland Magic Circle, and
performed at least twenty shows at the
Magic Castle in Hollywood.
Ed was a very spiritual human being.
Although raised Catholic, he also studied
the wisdom and practices of other religions, including Buddhism and Hinduism.
He occasionally spoke to me about them,
but as a gentle suggestion and not as a
promulgation.
Ed meditated and prayed daily. He
designed and built his “Sunset Point”
labyrinth for walking meditation on his
Fiji island property in 2004, as is described
in the World-Wide Labyrinth Locater. The
structure has stone boundaries and plants,
and was patterned after the medieval
Chartres labyrinth in France.
Possibly some kind of a spiritual aura
surrounding Ed accounted for the special
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welcomes Ed and Betty received during
their I.B.M. presidential year, when they
traveled the world for four months and visited many I.B.M. Rings and ten countries
in Africa. Ed entertained in fifty native villages. Ed and Betty were given army and
police escorts, invited to presidential
palaces, and admitted to inner sanctums of
Hindu temples and Buddhist monasteries.
Sometimes they had twenty-four-hour
armed guards stationed in the hall outside
their hotel rooms and on their balconies.
One time rose petals were placed at Ed and
Betty’s feet upon their arrival by plane for
an I.B.M. visit.
Ed once told me about a secret which
also may have contributed to his being
treated like royalty – he sent his visit times
and press releases in advance to public
officials and newspapers as well as to local
Rings. This also created good publicity for
the I. B. M. Ed kept a scrapbook of photos
and newspaper clippings from his presidential tour in his magic room at home,
which has footlights bordering a platform
he used as a stage.
Ed was a truly independent thinker. He
was a successful trial lawyer for thirty-five
years as a partner of a prominent San Francisco law firm. He received national recognition as an attorney. He won many jury
trials in cases in and out of California with
his innovative thinking.
Seemingly every few weeks during the
earlier years of Ed’s law career he was
involved in yet another jury trial. He eventually developed stomach ulcers, sleeping
problems, and other health disorders,
finally resulting in quadruple bypass heart
surgery and a strong determination when
in his fifties to end the stress in his life. He
meditated, researched, and wrote a booklet
on the elimination of stress. He spent more
time with his hobby, magic. He developed
habits of daily physical exercise and
laughter. He created lectures on elimination of stress and also on forgiveness
which he presented on cruise ships in
return for worldwide travel. His stress lecture was accredited by the California State
December 2021

From top down: Ed and Betty visiting Taj
Mahal. Riding their elephant, Abu, on their es‐
tate in the Fiji Islands. Ed entertains at a local
village.

Bar for continuing education for attorneys.
When Ed reached his nineties some forty
years later, his aches and pains, arthritis,
and high blood pressure were all gone!
In 2016 Ed and Betty published a joint
autobiography, available on Amazon, entitled May I Sit on Your Towel?, which was
Ed’s come-on line when he first met Betty
on a beach in Santa Barbara. Betty’s father,
Patrick Maher – an Irish immigrant from
County Clare – was the Mayor of Santa
Barbara from 1936 to 1945.
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Three Past International Presidents meet at the Union Pacific Club atop Nob Hill. Jack Browne,
Ed Morris, and Fred Casto celebrating Ed’s ninetieth birthday in 2015.

Nananu‐I‐Ra Island in Fiji, their tropical paradise.

In its three hundred seventy-six pages
and thirty fascinating chapters, Ed and
Betty’s book details their lifetime adventures; e.g.,
In the 1980s Ed was dispatched to London to meet with Iranian militants to negotiate the freedom of fifty-two Americans
being held hostage in Iran, which involved
many millions of dollars; and,
Ed provided testimony to Congress
about mysterious war weapons.
In 1969 Ed arranged a one-year sabbatical from his law firm. He and Betty took
their five children out of school and bought
38

a sixty-five-foot Norwegian-built trawler
boat. They took a four-month sailing trip
far down into Mexico and back. Every day
was an adventure!
Ed belonged to two prestigious private
clubs in San Francisco – the Pacific Union
Club atop Nob Hill and the St. Francis
Yacht Club on the Bay near the Golden
Gate Bridge. He invited Jan and me to both
clubs over the years, especially to the
SFYC for three-hour Sunday champagne
brunches which included Betty and also
Fred and Manya Casto, during which it
was customary for Ed, Fred, and me to perform magic tricks. Ed frequently entertained visiting magicians at the SFYC,
such as Harry and Gay Blackstone.
Ed always said that if you dream something you would like to do and you wish for
it long enough and believe in it strong
enough, you will make it happen. Add to
this a sense of humor, generosity, a gentle
nature, and a love of magic, and you have
the incredible life of Edward A. Morris! It
was an honor and a pleasure to know him
and to be his friend.

www.magician.org

The Linking Ring

PP 3-15 ADS.qxp_AD MASTER PAGES.qxp 12/2/21 9:28 AM Page 15

Ring Reports Available Online
Monthly Ring Reports published in The Linking Ring are also available in the members-only
area at www.magician.org. Readers may view all reports or jump to a specific Ring. Thanks to
our Google Translate feature, reports may be translated into 108 different languages. Dr.
Steven Schlanger, Ring Reports Editor, has posted
all reports going back to January 2021. Ring
Reports will continue to be published in The Linking Ring, as well as on the I.B.M. website at
www.magician.org. Navigate to Ring Reports
under “About” on the homepage. Then choose
“Local I.B.M. Rings.”
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Joe Fox: Life Member
By Tom Vorjohan
Life Member Committee Chair

Joe Fox

It’s been less than five years since Joe Fox became a part of
the I.B.M., but he’s been doing magic all his life. At the age of
ten, he received his first set of Marshall Brodien’s TV Magic
Cards. Later, he did some magic as part of the Boy Scouts and
picked up other beginner tricks from E-Z Magic and Adams
Pranks & Magic. Even to this day, he says, “I am sometimes
called the ‘Svengali Master.’ I have more than a hundred of
these decks with every force card, in both Bicycle blue back
and red back,” before describing his huge variety of other tricks focusing on closeup magic and mentalism.
With favorite magicians Chung Ling Soo, Marshall Brodien, and Tom Mullica
(in that order), Joe has a diverse interest in magic from his lifetime pursuit that started as a youth. Bringing things almost full circle, his enthusiastic fervor of recent
years has been to “do my part to keep magic alive,” Joe said. Over the years, he sold
magic at various shops such as in Downtown Disney (now called Disney Springs) in
Lake Buena Vista, Florida. He saw first-hand how excited children get to have their
first magic tricks and sets. As a result, he buys numerous beginner magic sets, especially around Halloween and Christmas, and coordinates giving them away “as random acts of kindness to children between the ages of about seven to fourteen,” Fox
stated and added, “We need more kids – and we really need more girls – to get
hooked on magic.”
“After a lifetime of performing magic, as a professional and as a hobbyist, I felt it
was time to join the I.B.M.” he said and added, “Since none of us knows when our
last day on Earth will be, I wanted to immortalize my name on the list of I.B.M. Life
Members! I believe that anyone who can swing [the one-time dues] should also
become a Life Member.”
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This month’s macro photograph was
taken with a Nikon D 7000 camera, specifically using only a NIKKOR AF-S micro 40
mm lens (1:2.8) and a Nikon Speedlight SB700 flash. The composition was placed on
the kitchen counter, and the flash unit was
directed in and above the Portable Photo Studio. I experimented with various F-stops,
ISO speeds, and exposure times to achieve
the required results. The miniature people
and related props were created at a 1:80 ratio.
They were manufactured in Germany, and
every piece is hand painted.
INSPIRATION: I was inspired by the
tremendous amount of skill and precision
required to produce accurate reproductions
of coins which have been “shelled.” Here is a
closer look at the fantasy process on a very
miniature scale.
PHOTOGRAPH: The setting constructed is similar to a manufacturing facility with
December 2021

the necessary safety markings, almost primitive hand tools, an overbearing supervisor,
and a couple of paramedics hanging around
in case of an actual hazard.
CONSTRUCTION: The background is
a grey Bristol board which replicates the cold
grey of factory floors. The grey foam board
includes safety markings printed on an inkjet
printer, cut out, and glued to the board. In the
background is an out of focus toolbox with a
completed coin shell. The coin shell which is
being constructed was made from a thicker
piece of steel shim wrapped around the
coin’s edge. The surface was rubbed using a
plastic transfer tool used for scrapbooking
projects to accentuate the design’s relief. All
objects were glued into place.
Andrew Woo
andrew@magicalwoo.com
www.magicalwoo.com
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The Performer and the Audience
Most professionals will go anywhere and
tolerate any inconvenience or discomfort to
gain time before an audience. That might
include waiting several hours in a cold dressing room, rehearsing, and then waiting again
until their turn is announced; or flying 6,500
miles, performing for twenty minutes, and
then returning home. Why? Beyond the realities of marketing and a love for the art, the
answer has everything to do with their relationship to the audience.
“The real secret of performing is on our
side of the footlights,” Neil Foster explained
in a letter to his lifelong friend, Phyllis Hanson Doyens. “We are playing a game with
the audience. We know what it is, and they
don’t.
“When we do something that delights or
surprises or amazes them, we look at their
faces and watch their sheer enjoyment.
There are few greater joys in the world
(especially when performing for children).
Even if we can’t always see them, we can
hear their gasps and laughter and applause.
That’s what the game of magic is all about.
The best show is the performer’s view of the
spectators. Therein lies the secret.”
Neil, who performed in fourteen countries and every state but two (Alaska and
Hawaii), learned early in his career to love
and respect the audience. “I think of the joy
that I get from people being right in front of
me, becoming ‘part of’ my act. I’ll go anywhere to experience that feeling.”
This awareness is akin to when he flew
from Michigan to California to celebrate
Jane Thurston Shepard’s wedding anniversary. “Thank you for taking the trouble to
come so far,” she said, to which he responded, “It’s a short distance to be with friends.”
He loved to make the audience feel good
for the time that he was onstage. “My heart is
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always with them,” he said in another letter.
“When I walk off, for a short while all seems
right with the world, and I want to leave the
viewers with that experience, too.”
He was always exceptionally well prepared. “They are giving us their most valuable possession – time – and so we give them
the very best of our ability,” he said. “We
hold nothing back, whether we are performing for one or one thousand. They came to
see us, and if they’re going to be that good to
us, then we have to give back to them.”
His supreme ambition, therefore, was to
remain engaged and connected as an entertainer. To do that he also looked for moments
to convey vulnerability, found ways to insert
humor, added variety in pacing and effects,
and created surprise. Above all, he strove to
come across as likable and openhearted and
eager to please. He gave them what they
wanted with unabashed vitality.
“You have to be totally in the moment and
with them one hundred percent of the time,”
Neil added. “You are listening, reacting,
anticipating, learning, adapting. That’s not
easy because you have a lot of other subtle
things going on in your mind as well.”
Are there bad audiences? “There can be a
bad performance but rarely if ever a bad
audience,” he said. “If they are apathetic or
hostile, that may not be the performer’s
fault, but it is his responsibility. What is he
going to do with them to make the situation
the best possible?”
It takes many years before flowering into
a consummate performer. “When you reach
that level,” Neil added, “then you know
instinctively what to do every time with
every spectator. All performers need to grow
into themselves and learn in particular how
to work with a live audience.”
In 1947, Neil Foster enrolled at the
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Spectators arrive for an evening show at Abbott’s Get-together.

Chavez Studio of Magic. Benny, who appreciated Neil’s potential before almost anyone
else did, told him, “I can start you out, but it
will take you several years just to learn how
to walk on the stage.”
“And he was right,” reflected Neil. His
big break nationally didn’t come until 1951
when Vic Torsberg and Joe Berg put him on
the annual public show hosted by the local
S.A.M. Assembly and I.B.M. Ring at Chicago’s Eighth Street Theater, followed by
appearances at the I.B.M.-S.A.M. Convention in New York City in 1951 and the 1952
I.B.M. Convention in St. Louis.
Each time the result was the same: an
immediate standing ovation accompanied
by wave upon wave of thunderous applause.
He was totally engaged and loving every
moment.
Neil’s ascension to celebrity set the tone
with audiences for much of his subsequent
life; and to this day his name still sits within
the mainstream of twentieth century magicians.
Can any of this be achieved virtually? If
Neil were alive today, I’m sure he would
answer, “It’s different.”
So much of performing is about energy,
about relationship, about taking in as well as
giving out. Although for better or worse
what we do on Zoom, Skype, Bramble and
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other platforms is important and – given our
recent immersion in plague – sometimes
necessary, there is not the same energetic
give and take, the same collective joy, the
same intense focus that we experience during a live, onstage performance.
Ultimately, what we are talking about
here is an awareness, to borrow from the
English poet and illustrator Charles Dante
Rossetti, of “a spiritual contact hardly conscious yet ever renewed” that must be a part
of the very act of performance. Magicians
give and viewers receive and give back, and
this mutual interaction lifts them all to an
engaged, higher emotional level. Each needs
the other.
Dale Salwak continues to perform internationally while directing (since 1978) the
Chavez Studio of Magic in Southern California. Currently he is serving as an International Relations Officer for the I.B.M.
EDITOR’S NOTE: Each month this
series on showmanship will feature a short
essay on the magical performer’s art. We
will alternate between the writings of Neil
Foster and Dale Salwak, with added features
by Benny and Marian Chavez. Send comments, questions, and appreciations to Dale
Salwak at dsalwak@citruscollege.edu.
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Four Tips for Increasing Interaction
and Connection with Your
Virtual Audiences

One of the most difficult challenges
magicians face when performing virtual
shows is keeping their audience’s attention
and connecting with them through a computer screen. Many prestidigitators dislike
virtual magic because they feel that energy
and audience interaction is lacking. Perhaps you’ve experienced this. It can sometimes feel less like a conversation or
exchange and more like you’re doing
magic at your audience instead of for or
with them. It can become a two-dimensional, one-way experience for you and the
participants. Fortunately, this can easily be
remedied. You can implement a few simple effective tips and tricks in your virtual
show to increase the interactions, audience
connection, and impromptu feel of your
show. This will make your virtual magic
more enjoyable for both you and your
audience.
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1. Controlled Chaos and Group
Interactive Moments.
Asking your participants to use the
“mute” and “unmute” buttons is a nobrainer when doing virtual performances,
but you may also consider sprinkling
moments of group vocal participation,
what I call “controlled chaos” throughout
your show. For example, you might say,
“On the count of three, unmute yourselves
and shout your favorite magic word,” or
“Shout your favorite TV show.” Once
they’ve all spoken for a few seconds, hit
the “mute all” button, gain control, and
jump back into your script. You could also
try repeating some of the responses for a
laugh. Just parrot back what you tease out
of the chaos. Acknowledging a few of their
live responses makes people feel seen and
heard. It seems impromptu and makes your
virtual show feel like more of an exchange.

www.magician.org

The Linking Ring

PP 44-46 VIRTUALqxp.qxp_Layout 1 12/1/21 5:48 PM Page 3

2. Hand Gestures and Physical
Group Interaction.
When you design a magic routine, you
have the option of making the magic happen or having the spectator(s) create the
magic with you. For virtual performances,
the latter is often better. Obviously, this
depends on the unique character you create, but it can be engaging to give power to
the audience instead of doing the magic
yourself or performing at them. Getting the
participants involved with a magic gesture
or phrase can keep them focused and puts
the effect in their hands.
Whether your audience is made up of
December 2021

children or adults, everyone gets Zoom
fatigue. Studies show that encouraging
people to move around or engage physically helps hold attention longer. You can
include many opportunities for physical
interaction in your show, such as high fiving you through the screen, wiggling fingers, raising hands when doing a quick
group poll, and dance breaks. These
actions can be as important and specific to
trick execution as one person holding an
invisible card and throwing it through the
screen to appear or be more passive and
group oriented. They don’t have to be silly
actions, only for children, or patronizing;
they can be more subtle and dignified for
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mature audiences. For example, if you
have a prediction for a corporate client,
you can say, “Have you all noticed this
mysterious envelope next to me? Nod your
heads if you’ve noticed this envelope
which has been behind me during the
entire show.” There’s a wide range of
choices you can make, and it’s easy to
insert these moments in any existing performance.
3. Mentalism and Value-Based
Judgments.
Mentalism is ideal magic for working
online. Performing tricks that are visually
appealing are equally important for the virtual sphere, but despite that, mentalism
tends to be the most popular type of virtual
magic. That is likely because your audience can directly participate and exercise
some control which makes the outcome
more satisfying. When doing virtual mentalism, it’s often best to create routines in
which the participants have the opportunity to make value-based judgments or
choices that reflect their opinions and personalities. For example, instead of their
roles as “card-picking machine” or “number picking machine,” it can be more
engaging to have them give you an opinion
about which outfit to wear or describe a
favorite Christmas memory. Mentalism is
already very interactive, but going the
extra mile to focus on these types of personality and choice-driven plots can make
tricks more unique and personal for the
volunteers. That will make them more
invested in the final outcome.
4. Crowd Work.
Throughout your online show, you can
insert improvised moments of crowd work
during which you call out a person or
acknowledge something about their clothing or backgrounds. Asking for a physical
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response or reaction is great for crowd
work. You may find yourself performing a
lot of virtual holiday shows this month.
Calling out funny backgrounds or festive
hats is a fun way to make your audience
feel seen. When the show begins, you
could say, “I’m noticing a lot of really
crazy backgrounds! Chris has an awesome
Christmas tree, and Sarah looks like she’s
in the snow.” You can incorporate this into
magic tricks and other physical gesture
moments. When you ask the spectators to
raise their hands, you can say, “Oh, I see
Anthony has his hand up, and Janet does,
too.” These little nods at individuals take
only a few seconds but add a wonderful
conversational and interactive tone to your
show, making it feel like a party instead of
being a passive experience.
If people have their cameras on, it is
because they want to be seen, especially if
they have gone that extra mile to wear a
costume, cocktail dress, or have a fun
intentional background. It’s rewarding for
them to be spotlighted or mentioned, even
if it’s just for a second. Audience commitment and engagement should be praised
and encouraged. When you point someone
out who’s being a great audience member,
it makes others want to interact, as well.
It’s a win-win for everybody.
We have many ways to engage our audiences – from having them write in the chat,
answer a poll, or go to a specific web
address on their phones to having physical
objects previously mailed to them to handle and engage with during the show. The
possibilities are endless! Think outside the
box and imagine yourself in your audience’s shoes. Be creative, remember
what gets you focused and feeling connected during a virtual event, and go from
there.
Learn more from Magical Katrina
at www.magicalkatrina.com.
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The British comedy magician Tommy
Cooper was born in Wales a hundred years
ago, and such is his enduring popularity that
The Magic Circle devoted a whole online
evening to his memory.
When Tommy died in 1984, a number of
his small effects were sold to benefit the
Grand Order of Water Rats. I picked up a
“lucky bag” which contained a pair of
colourful, bent optical-illusion fish; two pen
knives; a white, furry finger mouse; a
“stolen from Tommy Cooper” novelty ballpoint pen; Tommy’s favourite performance
photograph; and a postcard bearing his caricature. All the items were accompanied by a
certificate of authenticity signed by
Tommy’s widow Gwen (Dove) and David
Berglas.

(clockwise): Tommy’s optical illusion fish. Publicity card. Certificate of authenticity.

According to Val Andrews, writing in his
Magical Nostalgic quarterly of October
1992, an amusing story is behind that postcard. The caricature was drawn by the
eccentric comedian Bill Hall, part of the
variety trio of Hall, Norman, and Ladd. He
had a talent for sketching his fellow artists
and, in the mid-fifties, developed a side-line
drawing these cartoons, photographing
December 2021

them, and printing them in quantity as glossy
postcards to sell to the subjects as publicity
material. Bill’s signature can just be seen
between the table legs. Rather bizarrely,
Tommy is looking at his reflection in a mirror while one of his hands appears to be resting on a skull.
As the anecdote goes, on one occasion,
Val bumped into Bill in a Lyons Café, where
the artist had an appointment with Tommy to
hand over a batch of these cards. According
to Val’s memory, he only charged three
pounds for a set of two hundred, a bargain
even in those days. Tommy, however, had a
reputation for being mean with money.
Upon entering a café, one of his ploys would
be to call out, “You get the teas, and I’ll get
the table.” When the tea came, even though
he had not paid for it, he would criticise the
price, pointing out how many cups could be
brewed from one packet.
Val alluded to this trait in Tommy, but Bill
assured him that he had it covered. When Bill
put the packet in front of Tommy, he began
with, “Listen, Bill, I’ve been thinking. I mean,
three quid…” Bill interrupted, saying, “That’s
right, Tommy, but I just realised I underquoted
you. I’d forgotten to include the cost of the
bromide paper they are printed on.”
Tommy’s wallet was out like lightning, and
three pound notes were thrown onto the table.
“Oh, no, a price is a price,” he said. “You said
three quid, and there it is.” He picked up the
packet and hugged it to his chest. He certainly
got more than his money’s worth because the
image has been reproduced again and again in
different contexts.
In his book, You Don’t Have To Be Crazy
To Be A Magic Dealer – But It Helps!, Ian
Adair retold the popular tale of Tommy
using sleight of hand to put one over on taxi
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(l to r): Tommy “in character.” Tommy with Gwen. Tommy in action.

drivers and others, “When he had heavy luggage with him on the train, he would open
the carriage window and wave a five-pound
note, a lot of money for a tip in the 1960s.
Porters would soon spot this and try to get to
his carriage first. Once the luggage had been
unloaded from the train and put into a taxi,
he would say, “Have a drink on me!” and slip
the supposed “fiver” into the porter’s top
pocket. To the latter’s surprise, the “tip”
always turned out to be a tea bag!
Tommy was always fond of such practical
jokes. Harry Stanley’s son, Bill, delivered
some props to Tommy and was rewarded
with a fancily wrapped parcel with an
expensive-looking bow as a thank-you gift.
When he got it home, it turned out to be a
packet of cake mix.
Ian also remembers Tommy berating him
loudly in front of conventioneers in a Blackpool hotel, shouting, “You know those giant
sausages you sent me? Well, they don’t look
like sausages!” Ian explained that, because
they were designed as huge comedy
sausages, they obviously would not look
real. The magician would not accept this and
caused a scene which resulted in his money
being refunded.
It was not always obvious when Tommy
was leg-pulling, and he possibly exaggerated
the impression of his own meanness. Nevertheless, Ian tells of one occasion when he
turned up at a British Ring convention,
apparently without any money, and expected
to be let in. When the doorman refused entry,
Edwin Hooper of Supreme Magic came to
the rescue and paid for his registration.
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Tommy first visited the USA in 1954, singled out as “the high spot” of the review Piccadilly Revels at the Flamingo Hotel in Las
Vegas. He made five appearances on The Ed
Sullivan Show between 1963 and 1967. The
host described him as “the funniest man ever
to appear on this stage” and allowed him to
play a trick on him. American comedy magician Carl Ballantine attempted to reciprocate by coming over to the UK, but he
received a poor reception as audiences felt
he was copying Cooper. Ballantine accused
Cooper of stealing his act, but John Fisher
plays this down in his biography, Always
Leave Them Laughing. It is fair to say that
Tommy would “borrow” bits of business
without regarding it as theft.
At one point, Tommy was regarded as the
most impersonated man in Britain owing to
his distinctive persona.
It was suggested that
the television programme, Who Do You
Do?, featuring topical
impressionists should
be renamed, Who Else
Do You Do? He spoke
of mothers regularly
bringing their tiny children to him. They Tommy on the cover
would hold out their of TV Mirror, 1954.
arms, wiggle their fingers, and repeat his
catchphrase, “Jus’ like that!” He appeared as
a popular cartoon character in children’s
comic books with his trademark fez and wild
hair.
The Victoria and Albert Museum is to
broadcast a series about its most popular
exhibits and, this being the centenary of
Tommy Cooper’s birth, one item being considered is his sliding die box. There is always
the problem of provenance, or the confirmation that the box they have is the one which
did belong to Cooper. I was contacted as the
Secretary of the Northern Magic Circle, as
there is some documentary evidence that the
prop was provided by a former President,
John Palfreyman. This is quite likely
because, although he would not have actually made the box, John was Tommy’s close
December 2021

adviser on several of his television shows
and sourced material for him.

Davenports sliding die box. Tommy’s box?

Here is a photograph of the box which is
in the Victoria and Albert collection. A quick
survey of members elicited the response that
several people have one just like it, as advertised in the Davenports catalogue of 19551956 and elsewhere. We know that Tommy
did perform with a similar piece of apparatus. Edwin Hooper fell out with Tommy
when he exposed the workings on one of his
television shows, apparently to raise a cheap
laugh. Cooper always maintained that it was
a genuine slip-up, but the jury is still out on
that one, especially as it was in keeping with
his comedic style and not edited out before
transmission.
Tommy collapsed and died on stage during a live television broadcast with the
laughter of his audience ringing in his ears.
Although that was almost thirty-eight years
ago, he still appears regularly on our screens
as a testament to his timeless sense of
humour.
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Chapter Seven: A Magic Convention in Italy
July 15-17, Friday to Sunday. We slept
late and managed a cafe au lait and sweet roll
for a late breakfast. The Italians at the hotel
tolerated us, I think, because we were foreigners.
Doug and I felt extremely happy to be at
that convention in Italy. After train jumping
for two weeks, we looked forward to sleeping in the same room for four nights in a row.
The convention price covered our room, all
activities, and three meals a day. All we had
to do was eat, sleep, and play magic!
In our small bathroom sink, we did some
laundry with detergent and water, and then
we hung our clothes up to dry around the
room. Believe me, it took three whole days
for our cotton underclothes to dry!
The hotel dining room served fruit at
every meal: apples, pears, peaches, bananas,
and more, often in a bowl of water. We ate
chicken, beef steak, vegetables, soup, and
drank Coke or what they called lemonade, a
lemon/lime fizzy soda. Wine, coffee, and
milk were free with every meal, but Coke
and lemonade cost about seventeen cents
each. While we were in St. Andrea, we read
of an American nightclub called the Red
Garter in Florence, Italy, which posted a sign
in Italian, which read, “Sorry! Drinks served
only with ice!” Since I had grown up in
Atlanta, Georgia, in the southern USA and
home of ice-cold Coca-Cola, that sign
seemed normal to me. I saw no need to apologize for it.
Since I don’t drink alcohol, and neither
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did Doug, we normally consumed two or
three Cokes at each meal except breakfast.
One night, Doug and I decided to have a
special fruit dessert. It had the appearance
of fruit cocktail in a red sauce which we
thought might be cherry or some other fruit
juice. We were wrong – it was red wine.
Since we were both teetotalers, after a few
little bites, we gave up and left it on the
plate.
At one of the night shows, some Italian
magicians bought us each a beer. I took a few
sips to be polite but knew I would not drink
it. Then, I made a big mistake. When the
lights went down, I poured the beer into a
potted plant next to me. After the lights came
back up, one of these friendly Italians
noticed my glass was empty, so he bought
me another beer!
The Adventure of the Other Button
Between our hotel beds hung two cords
with two buttons. One button turned off the
light when we got into bed. We didn’t know
the purpose of the other one. On Friday
night, we came back about 12:15 a.m. after
the evening show. After brushing my teeth, I
climbed into bed. Doug was still up looking
for something in his suitcase.
Out of curiosity, I pushed the other button.
Somewhere outside our room a bell rang. I
laughed. Doug said, “Are you doing that?”
For an answer, I buzzed the button seven or
eight times, and we both started laughing.
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He got into the bed and pushed the button to
turn out the light. Suddenly, an Italian
woman’s voice cut our laughter in half. We
froze our voices, about to die laughing again,
not understanding a word she said in the
darkness. Of course, we wouldn’t have
understood her in the daylight, either, but she
was outside our room door. I think we had
awakened her. “It’s okay, okay,” I said out
loud, and Doug chimed in with, “It’s all
right, all right, pardone, accidente!” We
were just making up Italian out of tired, creative heads. We buried our faces in our pillows and laughed some more. Thankfully,
she went away. After a few minutes, we
calmed down. “I guess I found out what the
other button is for,” I said. “I guess you did,”
said Doug, and we started laughing again.
The next morning, we went to breakfast in
the hotel. Hot cafe au lait, again, fruit and
bread. That’s when the woman who was
serving us started asking us some questions
in Italian. We did not understand her, of
course. Then, I figured out what it was all
about – the other button. I told Doug, who
tried to explain to the lady that we were trying to turn off the light and kept using the
wrong button. All I could say was, “Accidente, senora, accidente!” I didn’t know
how I could say in Italian, “I’m sorry I woke
you up with the call button at half past midnight!” I don’t know for sure, but I hope she
finally forgave us.
Officially, the convention was the VI Festival Internazionale Della Magia or the Sixth
International Festival of Magic. Performers
included were Zelphy (Italy), Suzuki
(Japan), Karton (Italy), Pavel (Switzerland),
Naldis & Mary (Italy), Mi-Chi-Ko (Germany), and Schaffer (Italy). Also, some contest winners and lecturers appeared on the
shows, and the special guest one night was
Fred Kaps.
During the entire four days, Doug and I
met only five guys who spoke fluent English, and these included Henk Vermeyden
and Fred Kaps. Most spoke Italian, but the
rest spoke a mixture of French, German,
Dutch, and Spanish. Doug and I were definitely the minority.
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Doug’s hands scaling cards on our hotel balconey.

On Saturday morning, we attended two
lectures. The first was a mentalism lecture,
which was lost to both Doug and me due to
language. However, the second lecture more
than made up for it with twenty-one-yearold Pavel. Pavel Pomezny, originally from
Prague, impressed us with his original magical thinking. At seventeen, he won Magician of the Year at a Czech convention. At St.
Andrea, his lecture was in French, translated
into Italian. Thanks to Doug, who could
speak some French, I had a translator sitting
beside me!
During the lecture, Pavel showed us
many effects that later became standards.
Afterwards, Doug and I both purchased
them: the Color Changing Records (called
Silk Serenade) and his Color Changing
Knots on Rope.

(l to r): Pavel at age twenty. David holding Pavel’s
records in 2021.

One of Pavel’s later-to-be-marketed
tricks was simply explained in the lecture. In
effect, he pushed three colored silks into a
twelve-inch clear plastic tube. When he
blew through the tube, the silks sailed into
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the air and came down tied together. Pavel
called it “Blow-Tie,” and it fooled both
Doug and me the first time we saw it. Pavel
explained it in French, and the Italian guy
translated it for the majority of the conventioneers who were Italian. “Yikes,” I
thought. “It’s such a great trick, but I cannot
understand Pavel’s explanation!” Doug
turned to me and said, “He’s using those little rubber bands you wear with teeth braces.
You slip them off the tube, and they pinch
the silks together so they look tied when you
blow them out.” Thank you, Pavel and Doug
Henning. I went back home to Georgia, and
for the next fifty years, with no exaggeration, I used Blow-Tie in thousands of shows!
Two years later, when I was a senior at the
University of Georgia, I saw Pavel one Sunday night on The Ed Sullivan Show. Later, in
1982, he won First Prize for Invention at
FISM for his Walking Knot trick. When
Pavel later published a book of his original
effects, I bought, studied, and used many of
his ways of thinking to develop tricks of my
own. I saw and learned from him first, sitting
right next to Doug, in St. Andrea, Italy, in
1966.
Another lecture we enjoyed was one on
dove magic. The performer, whose name I
have forgotten, showed some very creative
ways to makes doves appear and disappear.
Velcro was relatively new in the magic market, so I purchased a red dove holder with
Velcro closures for nine dollars. I used that
holder for the next twelve years until I
stopped doing birds and switched to a fulltime live rabbit.
A Talk with Fred Kaps
One night when he was not performing,
we managed to share a small table with Fred
Kaps, who was very cordial to us. I had seen
him work on International Showtime on
American television. I complimented him
on working a circus floor practically surrounded. “I love the silk toss-up you do,” I
said, “changing it into an appearing cane in
the air.”
“Yes, thank you,” said Fred Kaps. “I had
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to stop doing it here because every magician
in Europe is doing the same thing now.”
“I understand,” I replied from my twentyyear-old novice point of view. “But, Mr.
Kaps, no one in Atlanta, Georgia, is doing it
– except me! I honor you as the inventor of
that technique. May I please continue?”
“Yes, of course,” he said. “You live five
thousand miles away, not in my back yard
garden!”

Fred Kaps, 1966.

I have continued the silk to cane toss up,
first with Russ Walsh’s metal appearing
cane, and later with Fantasio’s plastic canes,
for my entire career. There’s nothing more
heartwarming than getting a child’s afterthe-show letter saying, “My second most
favorite part of the show was when you
threw the rag into the air, and it changed into
a stick!” Everyone’s favorite part of the
show, of course, was always the rabbit production. I wish I could have shared that letter
with Fred Kaps!
Sorting Out Language Problems
When we couldn’t speak someone’s
native language, or they ours, we always
resorted to sign language and drawing pictures. That usually worked, but we sat
through a mentalism lecture for forty-five
minutes and did not understand a thing. Sign
language would not have helped.
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After seeing a young dove magician
named Trevisan perform on a show, we sat
and talked with him the next night. He
shared some dove ideas we didn’t know, and
we did the same, drawing pictures on napkins of how to make things work. We all
enjoyed our dove discussion, made more
interesting since Trevisan was deaf and did
not speak.

Doug’s double exposure photo during Trevisan’s
dove act.

Our hotel, the Hotel Central, was only two
blocks from the main activities. Our room
and board were about 4500 lira daily. Doug
and I calculated that we paid about $3.75
USD each per day, and that included three
full meals plus the room. Taking a bath in a
separate bathroom cost about fifty cents
each time, and I spent two dollars for four
tub baths during our stay there.
The convention, in essence, took over the
whole village of St. Andrea. The town hall or
auditorium housed the lectures. An open-air
theatre (the stage was covered but the audience was out in the open) became the venue
for daily shows, one around five o’clock,
followed by a meal, and then another around
9:00 pm. That was Italy, I guess.
Reel Magic in Italy
At one meal, Doug and I decided to have
some innocent fun with the waitress. I took
out a thousand-lira bill, worth about $1.70
USD at the time. I attached it to the small
magic reel I had purchased at Henk Vermeyden’s shop in Amsterdam. Our waitress,
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Maria, was a very nice girl with a good sense
of humor. When she went to get our cold
Cokes, I let the reel out to its full length of
maybe forty inches and tossed the bill onto
the floor near our table. Several magicians at
our table, as well as others, saw me do this,
and they suspected what I had in mind.
When our waitress returned, Doug paid
for our Cokes. With money in hand, Maria
started to walk away, but she spotted the
thousand-lira bill on the floor. She bent over
to pick it up, and simultaneously, I released
the brake on the reel. Immediately, the bill
snapped from the floor into my waiting
hand, and with a very straight face, I tucked
it into my coat pocket. The waitress, standing now, gave me a most surprised look. A
moment later everyone in the room burst out
laughing, including the waitress and David
Ginn. After the meal, I gave Maria a thousand-lira bill as a tip and thanked her profusely for being so nice to us. She was all
smiles after that.
More Notes about Food and Shows
On Sunday morning, the final day, Doug
and I ate pistachio ice cream for breakfast.
The price was a hundred liras, another seventeen cents. Since pistachios are the
“national nut of Italy,” I guess we did the
right thing.
We slept that morning until ten. That’s
what you do when shows end at one in the
morning. We caught the eleven o’clock
show, bought some magic in the dealer
room, had lunch, and had an afternoon bath.
Later, we watched the 5:00 p.m. show, ate
dinner, and hurried to get a good seat for the
9:00 show, which began at 10:00 p.m. after a
rain delay. Like every magic gathering I’ve
attended in my career, some performances
were good, and some were bad. Doug and I
privately discussed the shows each night in
our hotel room. The ones described below
greatly impressed us.
Trevisan was a young Italian man about
twenty years old who couldn’t hear or talk,
and he did a beautiful dove act. Since he won
a contest, we were blessed to see him repeat
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the act on one of the night-time shows. We
also spent some time talking dove magic
with him using sign language and drawings
on paper.
Fred Dery was a young manipulator
from Belgium. He was still in high school at
that time, and he produced cards, cards, and
more cards, interspersed with fans of jumbo
cards.

Fred Dery, Belgian manipulator.
(PHOTO CREDIT: RAFAEL VAN HERCK)

Suzuki, a beautiful Japanese girl, did a
floating ball effect which resembled Zombie. However, she used a see-through cloth
made of a tiny fishnet material. It was a very
smooth and amazing act.
Pavel was an original and mystifying
young man in his twenties. All his effects
seemed new, bright, and different. During
the following three years, we saw his effects
appearing in the USA magic market: Knots
Off Silk, Color-Changing Knots on Rope,
Knotting Silk Tube (Blow-Tie or the Crystal
Tube), and many others. At St. Andrea,
Doug and I saw these tricks before they were
ever marketed.
Naldis & Mary were a husband-andwife team who presented a wonderfully dramatic version of the broom suspension.
Martyn, an Italian magic dealer, did a
quick dove act with about eight doves and
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only two body loads. We thought he was
stealing doves from his table like crazy, but,
man, could he steal! It was a good, fast act, a
really good act!
Onkel Peppy (Uncle Peppy) was a funny
man in a long black coat who did a comedy
magic act in which everything went wrong.
We laughed and laughed – and liked it!
Mr. Cox once appeared on The Ed Sullivan Show, and everyone could see why. You
could see Mr. Cox was a real professional the moment he entered the stage. His
every trick led to a climax, and he accepted
his applause with grace. Mr. Cox’s act was
titled “International Magic Bar” and centered around bottles and liquids. They
appeared, disappeared, and jumped from
place to place. His assistant walked on with a
champagne bottle in a clear glass case. Mr.
Cox removed the bottle, tossed it into the air
where it changed to a silk, and BANG! Suddenly, the bottle was back in the case! The
act ended with the production of a table full
of bottles coming out of bottles held by Mr.
Cox and his assistant. Mr. Cox closed the
Saturday night show which ended at 12:45
a.m. Doug and I were very tired, even sleepy,
but Mr. Cox woke us up! What an amazing
act! If you care to see a black and white version of Mr. Cox’s act, I have put it
on www.GinnMagicShop.com under “Interesting Videos.” Take a look!

Mr. Cox.

Fred Kaps. If you have ever seen Fred
Kaps perform on stage or video, you’ve seen
an international professional. Every time he
lifted a silk, a lighted candle was bound to
appear beneath it. Where did the coins come
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from and go? I don’t know, but when the salt
began to flow out of his fist at the end of the
act, you were ready to applaud — if only the
salt would stop flowing! But it flowed and
flowed and flowed. The band stopped playing, and Fred looked worried because the
salt is still flowing. He waved his free hand,
urging the band to play again. They did, but
then they stopped again. Fred urged them on
again and again, and still the salt kept flowing out of his once-empty fist. Finally, the
applause came for Fred Kaps, and he could
do nothing more than bow gratefully and
walk off the stage.
The Sunday night show was to be filmed
for Italian television. That was the night it
rained. They had to cover the cameras, people ran for shelter, and we all waited. Eventually, the rain stopped. Everybody went
back to their seats and wiped them off, and
the show continued. Fred Kaps closed the
show, after having started his act at 1:07
a.m.!
For Doug and me, these performers gave
us wonderful moments of magic, laughter,
and wonder. As Doug mentioned years later,
they put the wonder back into the magic.
When that last late show concluded, we
talked with several friends, then headed for

Fred Kap’s salt pour.

the haven of our hotel room. Thank goodness, our underclothes were finally dry. In
the morning, we knew we would have to
find a bus to the train station, which would
take us to Parma, then to Milan (where we
ate little pizzas during a five hour wait), and
finally to our next stop, Paris, France. What
thoughts for sleepy, tired eyes and magically
weary brains!
Next Month: Finding magic in Paris!

Address changes for

The Linking Ring
Our email address for article submissions is editor@magician.org.
Photographs or manuscripts that must be sent through the United
States Postal Service may be addressed to The Linking Ring in care of
the I.B.M. Headquarters Office (address on page 4). However, we
strongly prefer that articles be submitted as Microsoft Word documents and sent by e-mail.
Please note that our previous USPS mailing address (Post Office Box
27 in Eustis, Florida) is no longer valid.
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Money Talks

Magic with money is so powerful that it
has a real and important place in your enviromagic. Whether as a single trick, part of a
larger routine, or even in a full magic show,
money talks a language that adults and children understand – and that language is purple.
When performing recycling magic for
public events, public schools, or neighborhood associations in Waterbury, I seek to
educate and motivate, not just dazzle and
entertain. Magic effects which restore
objects showcase the power that citizens
have by recycling. For example, recycle your
old paper, and it will be made into new paper.
For many folks, the power to do something
that magical is motivation enough, but some
folks need magic that educates and motivates
them through the down-to-earth language of
money.
56

Using the universal language of money
reaches children. If I make a wad of cash
appear from an apparently empty trash can to
show that the costs of trash disposal can be
avoided by recycling, they get the message
on an emotional and an intellectual level.
Look at this photo of a performance in Washington County, Arkansas.
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Using the universal language of money
reaches adults even more than children
because it is purple. The City of Waterbury,
where I use magic as the Refuse/Recycling
Coordinator, has a mixture of conservative
and liberal voters. In addition, many of the
Democrats tend towards the conservative
side. All of those with whom I have spoken
show a real concern for the environment, but
they may harbor some very sincere and legitimate concerns. They may feel that some
environmental programs are headed in the
wrong direction and will cost more than they
are worth. They may worry that excessive
do-goodism to save the future will wreak
havoc on the economies and communities of
today. In such a purple municipality, with
red, blue, and a mixture of purple living
together, money magic reaches them all.
By using money magic, I can demonstrate
the rising costs of trash disposal. Pulling
spring bills from an apparently empty trash
can or a Barbie doll’s trash cart gives visual
imagery to the three million taxpayer dollars
we spend each year. The adults look like
they’ve had an epiphany and give supportive
nods when I look into their faces at a community meeting after I perform this small feat. I
ask them, “Wouldn’t it be a good idea to recycle all we can so we can cut down some of
that trash bill?”
Here is some money-based magic to consider for your community, regardless of the
color of its politics.
Extreme Burn. This excellent method for
changing several clearly displayed bills into
several completely different bills is from
Richard Sanders, as is Extreme Burn 2.0
which I describe below. This has a powerful
effect on audiences when used to showcase
the cost of a ton of trash in comparison to the
cost of a ton of recyclables. You can also perform this impromptu as the “wad” of bills
can be carried with you at all times.
Fire Wallet. This effect can be used with a
script about how the cost of not recycling
takes money from the pockets of citizens,
and if you combine this with flash bills, the
audience will see that money going up in
smoke.
December 2021

Flash Bills. These are useful for a basic
visual, even if no actual magic is performed.
Lighting a bill on fire to demonstrate the
waste of tax dollars is a powerful message.
Spring Bills. As I mentioned previously,
spring bills can be pulled from trash bins to
show the cost of trash disposal, from recycling bins to show the savings of recycling,
and even from recyclable items, such as a
cereal box, to showcase its hidden value.
Here is a new and experimental version of
my scripting for a routine using Richard
Sanders’ Extreme Burn 2.0 to engage the
public with trash and recycling. I have
tweeked it a bit for general use. I have yet to
try it, in part due to Covid, but you should
give it a whirl!
“Although I am a magician, I am here to
share with you an important truth – about
trash. Trash costs a lot of money. How much?
In some cities, trash can cost as much as a
hundred dollars a ton to get rid of.” Pull out
and display five twenty-dollar bills. “This
adds up to millions of dollars. Some folks
may shrug and say, ‘Well, that is just the cost
of doing business. It is the price we pay in
modern society.’ Perhaps that is true, but
there is something we can do about it: recycle. The cost of sending cans, bottles, paper,
and cardboard back to factories is cheaper
than hauling it away as trash. How much
cheaper?” Change the twenties into a fivedollar bill and four singles. “Not much. Only
nine dollars cheaper, given that China recently stopped buying our recyclables, but it’s
still cheaper than paying a hundred dollars a
ton.” Change the bills back to five twenties.
Cyril John “CJ” May is an instructor and
continuing student at Jeff McBride’s Magic
& Mystery School. He performs for professionals and other adults as www.betterworldmagic.com and for children and
families as www.cyrilthesorcerer.com. In his
full-time work as Refuse/Recycling Coordinator for the City of Waterbury, Connecticutt, he regularly performs enviromagic
in-person and online. Reach CJ at
cyril.may@aya.yale.edu. He is very happy to
help you with your enviromagic.
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December’s Question: Who is believed to have been the last magician to perform in
Maskelyne & Cooke’s Egyptian Hall?
Answers must be postmarked by January 20, 2022.
September’s Question was: After being
injured in the 1960s while serving in the military as a paratrooper, this person went on to
perform in private homes and nightclubs.
Who is this?
The performer in the question certainly
has a history of being controversial. Unfortunately, no Youth Members were able to
send us the correct answer this month. This
is what we were hoping you’d find...
When he was born in Israel in 1946 to
Austrian and Hungarian parents in 1946, he
was given the Hungarian name György Gellér as a result of his father’s Hungarian ethnicity. Today, we know him by his Hebrew
name... Uri Geller.
Did you feel that? If you’re a reader who is
already aware of Uri Geller and his activities, you just tensed up a little bit. It’s an
uncomfortable, almost defensive anticipatory reaction. It doesn’t matter if you like him, if
you dislike him, or if you’re an inexplicably
neutral member of the magic community. If
this is the first time you’ve ever read or heard
Uri Geller’s name, you won’t quite understand. But everyone else expects a discussion
that will involve defending vastly different
points of view, sometimes quite loudly.
Uri Geller spent most of his teenage years
in the Mediterranean-island-nation of
Cypress. While Greek and Turkish are the
primary languages in Cypress, Uri perfected his English there. He is known to be fluent
in at least three languages today; Hebrew,
English, and Hungarian.
When Uri Geller turned eighteen, he
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entered the Israeli Defense Forces, serving
as a paratrooper in the 35th Brigade. During the war of 1967, the “Six-Day War,” he
was injured in battle. Following his recovery, the very handsome young Geller briefly
worked as a model for photographers.
Around this time, he began performing
for friends, acquaintances, and eventually,
small audiences in private homes, party
gigs, and club bookings. These presentations were early versions of what would
become his most notable feats. (This is
where you might begin to notice a division in
the opinions of folks; Uri Geller’s supporters and defenders might refer to these performances as “mentalism,” while others
might call them “magic tricks.”) The feats
that became most attached to the image and
reputation of Uri Geller were the acts of
bending spoons and other flatware.

Geller performing for reporters in the early 1970s.

Many magicians – amateurs, professionals, and part-time pros – perform “spoonbending” or other acts of psychokinetically
deforming metal objects as a part of their
repertoire. There are marketed versions of
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the effect, some that involve gimmicked
items, and others that use borrowed spoons,
forks, and even keys. Some methods involve
“pre-softened” spoons. Some use particularly easy-to-bend forks, accompanied by
bold misdirection. And others employ hidden devices capable of reshaping very
strong flatware, keys, and coins. And, if
you’re familiar with these methods, then
you’ll recognize the processes in early video
clips of Uri Geller’s exploits.
One part of Uri Geller’s actions that
many folks found objectionable is that he
steadfastly claimed that everything he did
was accomplished through genuine psychic
abilities. And that, by itself, probably would
not have raised the ire of so many folks from
the magicians’ community had he not also
appeared to take financial advantage of people he had so effectively fooled. He has
accepted large fees from individuals, corporations, and governments for specialized
“psychic” services. These services included
using his psychic powers to conduct espionage, and to attempt to locate people and
reserves of oil, gold, and water.
It is difficult for many people to take seriously Uri Geller’s claims of authenticity and
genuine psychic ability, especially if those
people are aware of Geller’s origin and history. In addition to starting out as a gigging
performer, he also claimed several times
early in his career that he was given his psychic abilities by space aliens.
As we stated earlier, there are people in
and adjacent to the magic community who
speak very strongly in support of Uri Geller.
Their approach generally does not endorse
Geller as someone in possession of genuine
psychic skills; their belief tends to be quite to
the contrary. The attitude tends to be one of
sympathy. In many cases, these are folks
who, in their own performances, portray a
character with psychic abilities. In other
words, they’re mentalists. They simply
believe that Uri Geller is a mentalist doing
the same thing that they’re doing, but with a
greater magnitude of persuasiveness.
We can’t talk about Uri Geller in this light
without mentioning the late James Randi,
December 2021

also known as The Amazing Randi. Randi
was a successful magician, but is most wellknown as a debunker of the paranormal. His
approach to educating people, regarding the
hazards and consequences of blindly
accepting claims without proving them
under strict, scientific control, put him at
odds with Uri Geller, time and time again.

James Randi had a successful career as a magician
and escape artist, long before he took on the task of
debunking fraud.

Geller’s appearance on The Tonight
Show Starring Johnny Carson on 01 August,
1973 is possibly, the most memorable event
that arose from this adversarial relationship
between Uri Geller and James Randi. Johnny Carson, a magician himself, contacted
James Randi regarding Geller’s appearance
on the show. Carson was familiar with Uri
Geller’s claims of real psychic abilities. He
wanted to make certain that Geller was not
able to dupe the show’s staff and audience,
and that any successes were due to actual
psychic powers.
Randi’s suggestions ranged from simple
and precautionary to diabolical. All of the
items that were to be used in the demonstrations were to be provided by the show’s producers, not by Geller. Neither Geller nor his
staff were permitted access to any of the
materials prior to the show. But there was

www.magician.org

59

PP 58-61 YOUTH.qxp_Layout 1 12/1/21 5:54 PM Page 4

one situation that had a massive impact.
One of the pieces to be performed from
Uri Geller’s repertoire was the “sensing,”
from among a group of ten small canisters,
the one small canister containing water, the
remaining nine canisters being empty. These
were aluminum containers from rolls of 35
millimeter camera film. They measured
approximately 1 ¼ inches in diameter and 2
inches tall. Randi suspected that Uri Geller
had been deliberately jarring the table when
he was performing the demonstration, and
observing the tell-tale differences between
the movements of the canister containing the
water, versus the movements of the empty
canisters. He instructed the staff of The
Tonight Show to coat the bottoms of the canisters with a thin layer of rubber cement, and
allow them to dry before placing them on the
table’s slick surface. This rubberized base
stopped any sliding movement of the canisters and eliminated the revealing jiggle that
Geller might exploit. The result of these
preparations was that Uri Geller was
unable to successfully demonstrate any of
his psychic abilities on that evening.
Oddly – or perhaps, not so oddly – Uri
Geller’s tremendous failure led some people
to believe in his “abilities” with even greater
conviction. Television talk-show host and
producer Merv Griffin was one of these. He
felt that if Uri Geller was performing
“magic tricks,” then he would never have
failed to this degree. The failures were proof,
in his mind, that Uri Geller’s demonstrations were legitimate.

Uri Geller, mid-failure, on The Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson.
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Surprisingly – or perhaps, not so surprisingly – there were a significant number of
observers who drew a similar conclusion.
And nobody was more surprised than Uri
Geller that his career wasn’t ruined. “I went
back to my hotel, devastated. I was about to
pack up the next day and go back to Tel
Aviv.” he admitted to a New York Times
Magazine reporter Adam Higginbotham.
“That’s it – I’m destroyed.” It wasn’t long
before Geller understood that the opposite
had happened. “That Johnny Carson show
made Uri Geller,” he realized.
The question of ethics still fuels the most
common objections to Geller’s activities.
Many of those who find his actions unacceptable make a comparison to mentalists, noting that most mentalist-magicians accept
fees only in exchange for entertainment.
They feel that Geller however, accepts millions of dollars, pounds, euros, pesos, and
shekels – outside of the scope of entertainment – in exchange for access to powers and
skills that really don’t exist.
You can learn more about Uri Geller in
books such as The Magic of Uri Geller by
James Randi (recent editions are retitled
The Truth About Uri Geller) and in the possibly absurd Uri: A Journal of the Mystery of
Uri Geller by Andrija Puharich, as well as in
past issues of periodicals like Magicana, and
The Linking Ring.
Make your own decisions about the legitimacy of this controversial character.
Uri Geller lives near Tel Aviv, Israel.
James Randi died in 2020.
If you weren’t able to come up with the
right answer this time, then your psychic
powers are clearly underdeveloped. Keep
trying please! The questions aren’t expected
to be easily answered using clairvoyance or
Internet search engines such as Google or
Yahoo. Bring your issue of The Linking Ring
with you to your local Ring meeting, and ask
the more experienced, senior members to
help you find the answer. Let the whole
world see how much you know, get your
name printed in The Linking Ring, and win
some wonderful prizes from one of our best
brick-and-mortar magic shops!
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Hey there, Youth Members!
If you believe in your heart of hearts that you have an ideal question for the I.B.M.
Youth Trivia Contest, please send your question and the answer, along with your name,
age, membership number, telephone number, and address to:
I.B.M. Youth Trivia Quiz
c/o Don Greenberg
4450 Peace Valley Road,
New Waterford, Ohio 44445 USA
Please make certain that you include some references. If we do use your question,
we’ll send you either a gently-used Airport Security Play Set from German company
Playmobil or a really cool magic book – our choice.

See if you can win! Follow the Contest Rules on page 143 and
mail your responses to the address above.
Answers must be postmarked by January 20, 2022.

Missing
Linking
Rings?
If you are an I.B.M. member in the United States and have not received your
issue by the 21st of the month, please contact the office for a replacement. If you
are a member outside of the U.S. and have not received your issue by the 30th of
the month, please contact the office for a replacement.
To receive a replacement copy of The Linking Ring, please contact the
Headquarters Office by the required time. It is the responsibility of members to
notify the Headquarters Office within 90 days of a missed issue in order to receive
a replacement. If we do not receive your notification within the 90 days we will be
unable to resend the missing issue/issues. To help keep the cost of membership
fees down it is necessary to place a time limit on the resending of missed issues.
Thank you for your help in controlling the cost of membership fees. The contact
information for the Headquarters Office can be found on page four of each issue
of The Linking Ring.
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Costuming
“What you are wearing on the outside affects our feeling on the inside.”
LeAnn Pashina
What do you wear when you perform?
Whatever the answer, that is your costume.
It may be elaborate, such as a clown or other
costumed character. It might be the traditional magician’s tux with cape and top hat.
If magic is your hobby (or if you’re David
Blaine), it might just be street clothes. Even
if you choose the latter, that arbitrary ensemble becomes your costume.
It matters! You have probably heard about
“Dress for Success,” which focuses on how
the world perceives you based on the way
you dress. LeAnn’s comment about feeling
better when you look better is also true. If you
know you look good, you will also feel more
confident. That confidence makes you more
effective as an entertainer and as a person.
The Magician’s Costume
Pictures of ancient magicians show them
in flowing robes, often with pointed hats. I
suspect that the robes were handy for hiding
things and the hat served as an immediate
symbol that set the wearer apart as somebody different: a wizard!
We typically credit the French magician
Robert-Houdin for changing the traditional
magician’s garb from flowing robes to a fine
gentleman’s evening clothes. It strikes me as
ironic that many magicians (including myself)
wear the tuxedo because it symbolizes the
magician, whereas Robert-Houdin chose the
costume precisely because it did not!
During my lifetime, there have been dramatic changes in how magicians dress.
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Doug Henning chose tie-dyed clothing that
made him look more like a hippie than a
magician, but he was so entertaining that
audiences learned to accept his unconventional attire.
David Copperfield avoided both the traditional tuxedo and the hippie attire in favor of
something that seemed more modern and up
to date. I think this decision was consistent
with Robert-Houdin’s decision in its time.
One of my favorite moments is the beginning
of Copperfield’s Orient Express television
special in which we see a figure in the fog who
is wearing cape and top hat which is obviously
the magician coming toward us. Then, David
comes zooming in on a motorcycle. This is not
a magician from the last century!
I am talking primarily about the Western
magicians’ trends because that is where my
experience lies. Needless to say, there is an
entirely different tradition for Asian magicians and those of other cultures.
Costumed Character
We have talked about costumed characters, such as gorilla suits and rabbit costumes, in previous columns. What I want to
talk about now is your character as a performer. Think about some of the magicians
that you have seen – David Copperfield or
Criss Angel, maybe Ricky Jay or the latest
magician on America’s Got Talent. Think
about older magicians such as Blackstone,
Mark Wilson, and Doug Henning. All these
well-known magicians have had completely
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different costumes because they are all portraying different characters as they perform.
The way they dress is a reflection of how they
want to be perceived by their audiences.
What you wear when performing should
be a conscious choice based on the character
that you intend to portray. Are you a serious
magician? Comedy entertainer? Street
magician? Escape artist? Clown? Sleightof-hand artist? Grand illusionist? Las Vegas
lounge lizard?
My normal character on stage is an
attempt to look like a magician of the old
school who doesn’t take himself too seriously. I want the audience to have fun as I share
my passion for magic. I wear what I call my
Mandrake the Magician look with black tailcoat, top hat, and flowing cape. (I leave off
the mustache, however. That just isn’t me.)
When I perform at Renaissance festivals,
I have a different character, Felonious the
Fool. Felonious is a court jester who uses
magic, juggling, puppetry, poetry, physical
comedy, and audience participation to create
a specific mood that is appropriate to the
vibe of a Ren faire.
Grampa the Great!
The first magician I ever saw was Blackstone Sr. at the Majestic Theatre in San Antonio. He reminded me of my grandfather, and
for many years, my idea of the perfect look
for a magician was Grampa. However, I was
nine years old when I saw Blackstone, so I
knew it would be many years before I could
really look like a magician.

I have now been a magician for seventytwo years, full time since 1986, and Grampa
for twenty-one years. I have been performing with my younger granddaughter, “The
Amazing Adele,” for eight years, and we
make it clear during our performances that I
am her Grampa.
But I still don’t look like Blackstone.
Mandrake the Magician
As I write this, I am preparing for a magic
club Halloween costume party, and one of
my friends suggested that I go as Mandrake
the Magician. It would be easy, since my
current costume is a black tailcoat with top
hat and flowing cape. All I need to add is that
mustache! However, my friends in the
magic club have already seen me in my performing costume, so it wouldn’t be appropriate for this party. I went to the party as
Harry Potter, and my granddaughter went
with me as Draco Malfoy. To my surprise,
nobody recognized me!
Why is my regular magic costume so similar to that of Mandrake, the comic strip
magician created by Lee Falk in 1934? I
enjoyed Mandrake throughout my childhood and have collected Mandrake comic
books and other memorabilia ever since. If I
can’t look like Blackstone, maybe I can look
like Mandrake!
When I had my first professional photos
done by Anne White, I brought her a picture
from a 33 1/3 LP record jacket that showed
Mandrake with his billowing cape. I said,
“Make me look like that!” I think she did a

(l to r): Kent as Felonious the Fool. • Mandrake The Magician. • Anne White photo. • Sherwin Field photo.
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good job. Her assistant hid behind me, holding up the cape, and it became the professional photo I used for many years. When it
was time to get a new photo (I still may not
look like Blackstone Sr., but I am aging), I
asked the photographer, Sherwin Field, to
create a similar pose.
Multiple Costumes
Ray Anderson of Esther’s Follies in
Austin has a special character he calls “The
Amazing Frank.” The Amazing Frank is a
caricature of a Las Vegas lounge lizard,
incorporating the worst features of the worst
magicians in Sin City. It is drop dead hilarious and very different from the costume he
wears when performing his signature routine with the Dancing Cane.
My friend and colleague Peter Hinrichs
(“Peter the Adequate”) often changes his
costume during his shows so that he can
more effectively create multiple characters.
I don’t know anyone who does that more
effectively.

strolling magic. Men’s pants and shirts typically have lots of pockets, whereas women’s
dresses typically do not. To make it even more
unfair, we add a Topit or other secret pockets
that aren’t part of the original outfit.
Ramon Galindo, a master tailor as well as
an internationally renowned magician who
worked with doves and parakeets, once
made me a new costume. It was back in the
days of white tuxedos with black lapels, and
I embraced that look far longer than I probably should have! I did not ask for it, but
Ramon put flaps on the tails of the coat (to
facilitate dropping a dove when tossing it
into the air to become a white silk handkerchief), as well as pockets to conceal doves
before they are produced.

“We don’t have pockets!”
A female magician once told me that it was
more difficult for a woman to be a magician
because they “don’t have pockets!” This got
me thinking of all the ways I use pockets to
help me when I perform on stage and doing

Ran Anderson characters.
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(l to r): My Galindo Tux. • Ramon Galindo.

However, I have never been a dove worker!
Ramon was known for the beautiful Mexican Mariachi outfits that he designed and

“Peter the Adequate” characters.
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wore while performing, but when he was
“Galindini,” he wore the traditional black
tux. It was Siegfried himself who chided him
about this and encouraged him to create a
more original costume.
What about female magicians?
When magicians were seen as wizards,
female magicians were seen as witches.
When tuxedos became the popular costume
for magicians, elegant dresses became
appropriate for female magicians. As male
magicians have experimented with different
ways of presenting themselves, it should
come as no surprise that female magicians
have done the same.
When I was the
magic consultant for
Jan Vickers, who used
magic as her talent in
the Miss Texas pageant,
we went to Las Vegas to
meet Melinda, “The
First Lady of Magic.”
Melinda had started as
a dancer, and she maintained the showgirl
Jan Vickers.
look which worked
well for her. Jan Vickers adopted a similar
look, and it worked for her, as well.
This was not the look adopted by Adelaide Hermann, Dell O’Dell, Trixie Bond, or
many other successful female magicians.
The answer for females is the same as the
answer for males. Determine your onstage
character as a magician and choose a costume that supports that image.

At one booth, I saw an ornate wooden
chest that looked very magical. I asked the
dealer what it was, and he said that it was just
for illusionists. (I was only twenty-four
years old and looked even younger.) I insisted that I was an illusionist, so we made an
appointment to see the trick demonstrated in
the dealer’s hotel room.
My wife Margot, Roxanne, and I sat in his
small hotel room and watched as he showed
the oriental chest with an evening dress
inside. His wife, dressed in a Chinese tailored mini skirt, came out of the bathroom
and stepped into a black cloth bag on top of
the chest. The magician pulled the bag up to
her neckline and immediately dropped it,
revealing that she was now in the evening
dress! Yes, the Chinese dress was now in the
chest. The magician tossed the bag to us to
examine. We were stunned!
I bought the illusion on the spot and have
used it in many important stage shows
throughout my career. My daughter happens to
be adopted from Korea, so the “Chinese” dress
looks just right on her. Instead of the black cloth
bag, we would wave a large Japanese folding
fan in front of her to make the change.

The Chinese Dress Change Illusion
The techniques of the vaudeville quick
change artists can be used by magicians to
wonderful effect…and they have become
even more popular lately. I first added an
instant costume change to my act after I had
performed at the World Congress of Magicians in Baden Baden, Germany, in 1967.
My wife and I were traveling with her
cousin, Roxanne, who loved theatre, as we
browsed the international dealers’ room.
December 2021

The Chinese Dress illusion. (l to r): Kent, daughter Carolyn, and Peter the Adequate.
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(l to r): Kent Cummins, daughter Carolyn, and Jim Baldauf at the Driskill Hotel press party.

Bess Houdini’s Stage Coat
Bess Houdini apparently handmade a
beautiful stage coat to wear on one of the
Houdinis’ European tours. Bess eventually
gave it to her friend, the wife of Jim Bard, an
acrobat who was one of their friends. When
Bard died, he left it, along with other magical memorabilia, to a young magician who
lived next door, Jim Baldauf.
Many years later, Jim realized the value of
this artifact and offered it for sale to magic
collectors.
I helped Jim organize a press party at the
Driskill Hotel, where Houdini and Bess
66

stayed when they performed in Austin. My
daughter Carolyn wore the coat as we performed an escape trick as part of the event.
The coat is now proudly displayed in David
Copperfield’s not-so-secret museum in Las
Vegas.
The Bottom Line
I’ll say it again: Whatever you wear when
you perform is your costume, and it matters!
I always enjoy hearing your ideas and
experiences. Write to me at kent@magichotline.com.
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Choosing Magic
After nine years at the same library, I
recently had to make a change. The librarian
that ran the program with me retired. I emailed
every library within a ten-mile radius and
described what I had done with my library
magic program. To my delight, I got another
library within two days and a few phone calls.
Please do not think this is a pipe dream if you
are sincerely interested in teaching magic. The
opportunity is there for you. Over the summer,
I had a magic workshop at least two days per
week at summer camps and libraries. If you
perform at libraries, camps, or schools, they
are always looking for something to entertain
older kids.
As our year ends, I want to emphasize that
the magic you teach should be simple to keep
your students engaged.
Another item to discuss is teaching marketed items. In my opinion, it is the same as pirating a video or book. If the trick is one that is
being sold, you might want to demonstrate or
use it in your opening show, but revealing the
secret is morally wrong in my opinion. Tricks
like Professor’s Nightmare, Ring on Chain,
Ball Vase, and others can easily be taught, but
these are all effects that are still for sale.
If you are running a class for which the students pay a fee for the props, that is different.
Many good effects in magic books can be
taught, so there really is no need to teach marketed effects. This year, I bought kits for an
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after-school program I ran, and during each
class, the kids learned an effect and took that
trick home. It worked fine, and once again, I
purchased all the magic and added that cost to
my fee. In my opinion, teaching organic magic
is better, though, as with most magic tricks,
you cannot allow inspection. When the student is in her family room showing magic, the
first thing she hears will be, “Can I see that?”
Think about the magic you share and teach.
Look at where your students will be performing and ask yourself if the magic you are
teaching will fit that setting.
Magic Time
This is a magic triangle that is like a mini
magic square. Ask your student to give you
three single-digit numbers. Write one number
on each of the corners of the pyramid. We’ll
use five, four, and two (Fig. 1). Add these
numbers in your head and write eleven down
as your prediction. Add the numbers on each
side: 5+2=7, 5+4=9, 2+4=6. Write those numbers where they go on the pyramid (Fig. 2).
Now, add 5+6=11, 7+4=11, 9+2=11 (Fig. 3).
The next example equals 20 (Fig. 4).
This is much easier than explaining a magic
square, and you can use any size numbers, but
to start, single digits work best.
Have a wonderful holiday!
Bob Durante
Bobdurante55@gmail.com
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Laying the Foundation
We’ve explored over one hundred ways
to draw new members through our doors.
Now what?
A new pilot must complete hours of
technical training before ever touching an
airplane. Ground school provides vital
knowledge of the aircraft, the rules and
regulations of flying, safety and recovery
procedures, weather awareness, and navigation techniques. A student may get the
airplane off the ground without these critical bits of knowledge but handling emergencies, identifying dangerous weather
patterns or simply finding his destination
are likely out of his reach. A firm understanding of the theories and mechanics of
flight boosts the likelihood of a lifetime of
pleasure in the air.
It is my belief that magicians require this
same level of groundwork for the study
and enjoyment of magic. Our students generally walk through the door with a limited
mechanical knowledge of magic. New students crave the flash of magic without
developing an appreciation for the substance behind it. This is comparable to
viewing a Van Gogh painting and seeing
little more than pretty colors. Without a
basic understanding of the history, theory
and psychology of our art, few students
will ever progress beyond this “pretty
color” stage.
A steady diet of YouTube rubbish fails to
teach how to transform a trick into a magical experience by adding motivation, natural flow, rhythm, clarity, focus and
inference. They generally stop at the
68

instant gratification of learning a trick’s
barest bones and their interest quickly
wanders if mentors try to inject this all
important groundwork.
For example, understanding the rich history of magic enhances our appreciation
for this art and those who developed it. A
working knowledge of history provides us
with material for social conversations, patter, lectures and more. Was Houdini a spy?
Did Maskelyne actually hide the Suez
Canal from enemy bombers? Just how
dangerous are the most dangerous illusions? It helps us to recognize and apply
the ingenuity, hardships and risks of past
masters. From executions for suspected
witchcraft to risking one’s life to sell more
box office tickets, understanding that
magic is much more than the flip of a card
or the toss of a coin is critical to growing
within our art.
Past International President Phil Willmarth once told me about passing a group
of young convention attendees discussing
the Elmsley Count. Phil introduced the
man walking with him to the group. The
fledgling magicians nodded politely and
returned to their discussion. The man was,
of course, Alex Elmsley. The fact that these
young magicians passed on an opportunity
to benefit from the knowledge and skill of
the very man who created the topic of their
discussion through a lack of historical
interest is disturbing at best.
Ethics are an important part of magic,
especially for those of us who believe in
the fellowship of the art. We hope to build
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magicians of strong moral character by
teaching and modeling these principles.
Ethics includes respecting the secrets of
our art and those who perform it, honoring
and crediting the intellectual and proprietary rights of our peers and putting in the
time and effort to make each performance
entertaining and uniquely our own. Ethics
also imply that modern magicians have a
moral obligation to police the boundaries
between entertainment and more deceitful
forms of superstitions, cons and cheats.
Magicians like Houdini and Randi clearly
demonstrated this ethical commitment.
Then there’s the psychology of magic.
Many young magicians (and adults)
believe that revealing a card or thought,
producing a coin or levitating a bill is the
sum total of magic. They overlook the significance of psychology in transforming a
trick into an entertaining feat. Terms such
as misdirection, object permanence, pattern completion, belief formation, visualmotor acuity, sense of agency, retention of
vision and perceptual anticipation bear no
meaning without a basic understanding of
magic psychology.
Young magicians start out with little
concept of audience management.
Whether serving an audience of one or one
thousand we must learn how to master our
stage, be it a tabletop, street corner or full
proscenium. Part of performing magic is
learning to present ourselves, select volunteers and turning them into supporting
actors. We need to address the control of
stage fright, how to connect with our audiences and reduce the impact of hecklers or
disruptive volunteers. Maintaining control
and moving on when an effect fails, a prop
breaks or a volunteer torpedoes us is a skill
that every performing magician needs to
master early on.
Finally, a firm understanding of the very
structure of magic supports future growth
within the art. In his memoir, Born Stand-

ing Up, comedian and one-time magician
Steve Martin describes Fitzkee’s Showmanship for Magicians as “more important to me than The Catcher in the Rye.”
One of my treasured mentors constantly
referenced Henning Nelms’ Magic and
Showmanship and the Tarbell series.
Understanding Blackstone Jr. or Fitzkee’s
magic classifications, Ray Pierce or Dan
Harlan’s magic act structure or Teller’s
principles of sleight of hand are just as
important as knowing how to do a double
lift or classic force. Yet, few young magicians today even know the names Fitzkee
or Nelms.
Studies suggest that we remember fifty
percent of what we see and hear in a passive setting and ninety percent of what we
do. Applying this foundation material
through active learning reinforces the student’s understanding of course material.
Examples of active learning include
hands-on workshops, group discussions,
peer instruction and team-building games
and challenges.
Providing our youth and adult members
with a firm foundation promotes diversity,
an important tool for any budding artist. It
is much more difficult to create original
works if our entire world revolves around
one style of music, one genre of film or the
work of a single author. A working familiarity with the various styles, principles
and masters of magic will make it far easier
for a budding magician to find his or her
own unique path. Lay that foundation.
Skip Way has served our magic youth as
a member of the Youth Committee since
2007. He is the Director of Magic Youth
Raleigh, the I.B.M. Youth program sponsored by the Lee-Snavely I.B.M. Ring 199
in Raleigh, North Carolina. Skip welcomes your comments and inquiries via
IBMYouth@magician.org.

Share the Magic! Invite a friend to a Ring meeting.
December 2021
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R I N G

L O C A T I O N S

Ring numbers are in parentheses after each location.
Check Ring Reports for meeting times and locations.

U.S.A.

MAINE • Bangor (362)
MARYLAND • Baltimore (179) • Hagerstown (94)

ALABAMA • Birmingham (35) • Florence (330)
Huntsville (194) • Montgomery (256)

MASSACHUSETTS • Boston (122)
Cape Cod (307)

ARIZONA • Lakeside (300) • Phoenix (55)
Prescott (356) • Tucson (172)

MICHIGAN • Ann Arbor (210) • Battle Creek (89)
Detroit (22) • Flint (36) • Grand Rapids (211)
Kalamazoo (333) • Lansing (54) • Saginow (212)

ARKANSAS • Fort Smith (75) • Little Rock (29)
Searcy (308)

MINNESOTA • Minneapolis (19)

CALIFORNIA • Burbank/Glendale (326)
Carlsbad (292) • Hollywood (21)
Long Beach (96) • Orange County (313)
Palm Desert (291) • Sacramento (192)
San Bernardino (254) • San Diego (76)
San Francisco (38) • San Jose (216)
Santa Clarita (280) • Simi Valley (276)
South West Riverside (359)

MISSISSIPPI • Jackson (98)

COLORADO • Denver (131) • Fort Collins (250)

NEVADA • Las Vegas (257)

CONNECTICUTT • Hartford (278)
New Haven (59) • Stamford (97)

NEW HAMPSHIRE • Manchester (166)

MISSOURI • Branson (325) • Columbia (8)
Joplin (305) • Kansas City (129) • St. Louis (1)
Springfield (132)
MONTANA • Billings (153)
NEBRASKA • Lincoln (259)

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA • Washington (50)
FLORIDA • Clearwater (42) • Daytona Beach (251)
Ft. Lauderdale (150) • Ft. Myers (303)
Ft. Walton Beach (284) • Jacksonville (130)
Key West (329) • Leesburg (258)
Melbourne (188) • Miami (45) (390) • Orlando (170)
Pensacola (287) • Pompano Beach (337)
Sarasota (81) • Tampa (175)
West Palm Beach (117)
GEORGIA• Atlanta (9) • Augusta (184)
Macon (275) • Warner Robins (289)
HAWAII • Honolulu (185)
IDAHO • Blackfoot (306) • Boise (364)
ILLINOIS • Champaign (236) • Chicago (43)
Peoria (48) • Springfield (239)
INDIANA • Elkhart/Mishawaka (342)
Evansville (56) • Ft. Wayne (221)
Indianapolis (10) • Lafayette (219)
Muncie (310) • Nashville (336) • Boise (364)
IOWA • Cedar Rapids (327) • Davenport (11)
Des Moines (167) • Dubuque (93) • Sioux City (24)
KANSAS • Wichita (47)
KENTUCKY • Lexington (198) • Louisville (64)
LOUISIANA • Baton Rouge (178) • Lafayette (214)
Lake Charles (268) • New Orleans (27)
Shreveport (267)
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NEW JERSEY • Collingswood(165)
Long Branch (123) • Lyndhurst (113)
Newark (106) • New Brunswick (200)
NEW MEXICO • Albuquerque (90)
NEW YORK • Albany (186) • Binghamton (79)
Buffalo (12) • Ithaca (140) • New York (26)
Rochester (4) • Suffolk (317) • Plainview (244)
Syracuse (74) • Utica (101)
NORTH CAROLINA • Blowing Rock (392)
Canton (344) • Charlotte (296) • Fayetteville (341)
Greensboro (340) • Raleigh (199)
Wilmington (248) • Goldsboro (375)
OHIO • Akron (161) • Canton (243) • Cincinnati (71)
Cleveland (23) • Columbus (7) • Dayton (5)
Galion (189) • Lima (205) • Marietta (197)
Middletown (324) • Toledo (68) • Youngstown (2)
OKLAHOMA • Oklahoma City (46) • Tulsa (65)
OREGON • Albany (238) • Eugene (319)
PENNSYLVANIA • Allentown (32) • Erie (149)
Harrisburg (20) • Greensburg (158)
Philadelphia (6) • Pittsburgh (13)
Pocono Mountains (332) • Reading (57)
Scranton (30) • State College (352)
RHODE ISLAND • Providence (44)
SOUTH CAROLINA •
Charleston (234) • Columbia (105) • Greenville (63)
Hilton Head Island (349) • Myrtle Beach (334)
Spartanburg (227) • Summerville (370)
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R I N G

L O C A T I O N S

Ring numbers are in parentheses after each location.
Check Ring Reports for meeting times and locations.
TENNESSEE • Bristol (355) • Chattanooga (112)
Knoxville (58) • Memphis (16)
Murfreesboro (252) • Nashville (37)
TEXAS • Austin (60) • Corpus Christi (157)
Dallas (174) • El Paso (354) • Fort Worth (15)
Harlingen (269) • Houston (39) • Longview (286)
Midland/Odessa (255) • San Antonio (18)
Tyler (266) • Wichita Falls (187)

GREECE • Athens (338)
GUATEMALA • Guatemala City (107)
HUNGARY • Budapest (281)
ICELAND • Reykjavik (371)
INDIA • Mumbai (67) • Bangalore (177) • Calicut (261)
INDONESIA • Surabaya City (321)

UTAH • Salt Lake City (193)

IRELAND • Cork (363) • Dublin (85)

VERMONT • Manchester Center (245)
Montpelier (126)

ISRAEL • Pardess-Hana (264)

VIRGINIA • Norfolk (103) • Richmond (180)
Roanoke (222) • Staunton (320)

ITALY • Bari (377) • Bologna (347) • Cuneo (346)
Milan (223) Napoli (108) • Padova (314) •
Rome (204) • Trieste (353)

WASHINGTON • Lynnwood (339) • Seattle (52)
Spokane (225) • Tacoma (70)

JAPAN • Nagayo (380) • Osaka (201) • Tokyo (374)

WISCONSIN • Madison (31) • Milwaukee (41)
Appleton/Green Bay (398)

MALAYSIA • Malaysia (373)

LATVIA • Riga (376)
MALTA • Valletta (202)

WORLDWIDE

MEXICO • Mexico (382) • Mexico City (164)

ARGENTINA • Buenos Aires (182)

NETHERLANDS • Utrecht (78)

AUSTRALIA • Adelaide (148) • Canberra (273)
Melbourne (84) • Sydney (102)

NEW ZEALAND • Auckland (160)

AUSTRIA • Vienna (240)

PHILIPPINES • Makati (328) • Quezon City (322)
PORTUGAL • Portugal (312)

BANGLADESH • Dhaka (279/295)
BELGIUM • Antwerp (298) • Brussels (86) * Ghent (282)
BULGARIA • Sofia (391
CANADA
ALBERTA • Calgary (66) • Edmonton (28)
BRITISH COLUMBIA • Vancouver (92)
Victoria(183) * Abbotsford (387)
MANITOBA • Winnipeg (40)
NOVA SCOTIA • Halifax (316)
ONTARIO • Hamilton (49) • Kitchener (235)
London (265) • Fonthill (294)
North Bay (365) • Ottawa (151)
Peterborough (302) • Thunder Bay (304)
Toronto (17) (99) • Windsor (116)
QUEBEC • Montreal (62)
SASKATCHEWAN • Regina (309)

SERBIA • Belgrade (396)
SINGAPORE • Singapore (115)
SPAIN • Barcelona (401)
SOUTH KOREA • Seoul (366) (372)
SWITZERLAND • Romandie Suisse (207)
TAIWAN • Taipei (360)
THAILAND • Ramkhanheng (369)
TURKEY • Istanbul (367) (368) • Izmar (379)
U.A.E. • Dubal (345)
UNITED KINGDOM • British (25)
THE UNIVERSE • Global Electronic Ring (2100)

CHINA • China (311) • Macao (357)
Hong Kong (277) • Shanghai (400)

VIETNAM • Ho Chi Minh City (378)

CUBA • Havana (399)

For corrections and updates, e-mail
Dr. Steven Schlanger,
Ring Reports Editor
(ringreports@magician.org).

ZIMBABWE • (203)

FRANCE • Nantes (343) • Nice (350) • Paris (358)
Strasbourg (388)
GERMANY • Kornwestheim (285) • Nuremberg (348)
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Had a Brief Lapse in Your Membership?
Consider the Reinstatement Option.
Since its inception in 1966, the Order of Merlin has served to recognize many of
our most loyal and active members by providing a very few privileges or
perquisites. Of course, the Order also serves as an incentive for members to recognize that maintaining one’s continuous membership status is a worthwhile pursuit.
More than one fourth of our current members have been inducted into the Order of
Merlin by virtue of their maintaining an uninterrupted membership status within
the I.B.M. for twenty-five years or more. Note, however, that only one such reinstatement may ever be considered for the purpose of adjusting a member’s Order
of Merlin eligibility.
Over the years, some I.B.M. members have allowed their active membership
status to lapse because their dues were not paid. This, of course, is unfortunate,
since some of those people have maintained or re-kindled their deep interest in
magic, and many of them have also continued to adhere to the principles that led to
the foundation and growth of the I.B.M.
What options do such magicians have if they wish to resume activity as I.B.M.
members following such a lapse? Obviously, they may re-apply to become members again, just as they did when they originally joined. This would require their
submission of a new application form, a new sponsorship by active members, a
prescribed prepayment of dues and initiation fees for the new membership, and a
period of time to allow for the orderly processing of the application.
A second option is available, provided that the lapse of membership is relatively
short, not exceeding three years. In such a case, the person may have his or her
membership status reinstated, provided that a full payment is first made for all
back dues owed. A reinstatement restores the original membership, as though the
lapse never occurred, and the member’s “continuous membership” span is not
interrupted. Therefore, a reinstated member does not lose his or her “credits”
toward induction into the Order of Merlin, which requires twenty-five or more
years of continuous membership. Note, however, that only one such reinstatement
may ever be considered for the purpose of adjusting a person’s Order of Merlin eligibility.
If you have had your membership status properly reinstated following a short
period of inactivity as described above, then your “continuous membership” span
is not considered to have been interrupted. And if you have had such a short lapse
in your membership at any time in the past, you still may have those lost years (up
to three) reinstated upon repayment of all back dues owed. You are encouraged to
reinstate your lost years, especially if they may hasten your induction into the
Order of Merlin. Do it now, even if your lapse occurred many years ago.
If you have any questions concerning the above, please contact our International
Executive Secretary, Sindie Richison at office@magician.org or at the physical
mailing address for the Headquarters Office, on page four of each issue.
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SICK AND CONVALESCENT COMMITTEE
JIM SHORT/CHAIRMAN
12616 Whispering Hollow Dr., Oklahoma City, OK 73142 •jimshort@flash.net
KEVIN CARNEY 101 Rue De LaPaix, Slidell, LA 70458 • kmcarney@charter.net
JERRY ARGETSINGER 91 Saddlehorn Dr., Rochester, NY 14626

Send Mail To:
Malcom Campbell, 2505 Old Quarry Road, #1518, San Diego, CA 92108
Bob Dippel, Driftwood #32B, 675 24th Ave., Santa Cruz, CA 95062
Donald (Dunaldo) Gilbert,1030 Gravel Hill Rd., Ligonier, PA 15658
Sanford Gladden, P.O. Box 788, Riverview, FL 33569
Ed Hall, 176 Lindsay Street, Dayton, TN 37321
Ed Hurtubis, 1624 Lakeshore Dr., Ft. Collins, CO 80525-2476
Maria Ibanez, 9990 Marlin Road, Cutler Bay, FL 33157
Ulfat Kabir, Rupayan Nilufar, Flat C:7, House:14/15, Block: D, Road:1,
Bashundhara R/A, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Elton Kelly, 712 Hewlett Street, Bakersfield, CA 93309
Manfred Losch, Daughters of Israel Nursing Home, 1155 Pleasant Valley Way,
West Orange, NJ 07052
Simon Lovell, c/o Tont Lovell, 10, Audley Rd., Great Leighs Chelmsford,
Essex, CM3, England
Marvin Mathena, 45900 Geddes Rd., Canton, MI 48188-2306
John Osborne, 820 Spring Drive, Northville, MI 48167
Phil Perkins, The Springs of Lady Lake, 620 Griffin Ave., Lady Lake, FL 32159
Bill Pitts, Arkansas State Veterans Home of Fayetteville, 1179 College Ave.,
Fayetteville, AR 72703
Elton Rayburn Sr., 355 West Arrow Hwy, Upland, CA 91786-5245
Walt Umberfield, 54 Cliffwood Dr., South Windsor, CT 06074
Chuck Welch, 4855 N. Louden Rd., Bloomington, IN 47401
Emory Williams, Post Office Box 396, Vail, AZ 85641
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ICE McDONALD
and Friends
Compiled by Kenrick “ICE” McDonald
Edited by Rose Cardenas • Illustrated by Tony Dunn
Kenrick “ICE” McDonald has been featured in the New York Times, The Wall Street
Journal, the Los Angeles Times, and on National Public Radio with host Steve Inskeep.
“ICE” was unanimously voted into the Society of American Magicians’ National Magic
Hall of Fame. He served as National President of the Society of American Magicians in
2014. He was also honored by the Minister of India with the “Performer’s Trophy of
Honor” as the only United States representative in the Festival of Global Magic, held in
Kerala, India. He has written for The Linking Ring, M-U-M, and many other publications, and is the author of a book, Born for This: Destiny Authenticated. He says, “My
most significant discovery so far in life is that integrity means everything.”
Greetings, readers! I am honored to present this
month’s Parade. I recognize that the Parade has
been a staple of The Linking Ring for a long time. It
has maintained original work from magicians
from around the world. For this Parade, I will host
a few guests. You will see magic effects that were
presented back in the day when early Black magical artists performed them.
I am sure many of you will recognize the effects
described in this Parade. Our purpose is to present
them as they were performed by the historical
Black artists and give you an insight into their
world. Many of these performers had to work with
what was available to them in their era and cater
their patter and variations to fit their audiences.
Many of these artists are not the creators of
these effects. They did, however, create variations
of the effects, which sometimes made the magic
and presentations better. This type of collaboration
December 2021
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and method of improvement is common in many fields. Thomas Edison invented the
light bulb with assistance from his Black assistant, Lewis Howard Latimer, who came up
with the carbon filament. That filament contributed to the light bulb working correctly.
This raises the question of how many effects have been enhanced by early Black magicians who were not credited with those contributions or variations.
It is my pleasure to introduce this Parade to you, my guests.

Emile Clifton and His
McDonald’s Aces Variation
By Kevin Bethea

Kevin is one of the most sought-after corporate entertainers in the country. You may
have seen him on CN8, the Comcast Network, on the Your Morning show. He was
also a regular headliner at the Dickens Parlour Theatre located at the Tropicana Casino & Resort in Atlantic City and Monday
Night Magic, New York’s longest running
Off-Broadway magic show. A native of New
Jersey, Kevin is a full-time professional
magician and illusionist with over twentyfive years of performing experience!
Kevin has won several awards in magic
contests and has made numerous television
appearances.
Fortune 500 companies frequently utilize
Kevin’s magic to help draw crowds to their
trade show booths and entertain at various
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corporate functions. He has conducted lectures for other magicians and has had several of his original magic effects published
in magic journals, such as Apocalypse and
Labyrinth. His magic is available through
Penguin Magic Company.
•••
I am truly honored and thrilled to share
with you an amazing effect performed by
an amazing man named Emile Clifton. In
addition to being a magician, Emile was a
genuine war hero. He was a member of the
Tuskegee Airmen and flew combat missions in World War II. Emile was shot
down over Yugoslavia behind enemy lines
and twice worked his way back to friendly
territory, earning him the Distinguished
Flying Cross and Purple Heart.
The effect I am going to describe is the
McDonald’s Aces Trick. It’s a classic card
effect that we all know, and I’m sure we’ve
all performed, at some point. Many different versions have been published over the
years. What made Emile’s version special
was his variation of the laydown in the
opening. Pete Biro said, “I consider
Clifton’s laydown the finest yet for the
McDonald’s Aces.”
EFFECT: For those of you not familiar
with the effect, McDonald’s Aces is an ace
assembly that uses gaffed double-faced
cards. The four aces are placed face up on
the table and then covered up with three
face-down cards. One at a time, the aces
vanish from their respective piles and
reappear in a pile that is designated as the
leader.
Some believe the plot was originally
created by Hofzinser between 1857 and
1875 and was the finale of a trick
called “The Power of Belief.” The use of
double-faced cards for an assembly can
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also be found in his 1931 book, Hofzinser’s
Card Conjuring, and was known as “The
Four Kings.” I will describe it just as Emile
Clifton performed it.
REQUIREMENTS: You’ll need three
double-faced cards with aces on one side
and indifferent cards on the other. You will
also need a deck of cards with the matching
indifferent cards removed.
PREPARATION: Remove the four aces
from the deck. Take the three double-faced
cards and turn them so the aces are face
down. Place them seventh, eighth, and ninth
positions from the face of the deck. The four
real aces can be placed on top of the face-up
deck or distributed throughout the deck. Put
the deck in the box, and you are all set to go.
ROUTINE: Take the deck out of the box
face up. Emile began by commenting that,
for years, scientists the world over have tried
to teleport objects, but all they had to do was
ask a magician. You explain that you will use
the aces to demonstrate.
Remove the regular four aces from the
deck and hold them in a fanned position
between your right thumb and forefinger.
The deck is still being held in your left hand.
Say that the Ace of Spades (AS) will be the
leader ace. Place it face up on the table to
your right (Fig. 1). While you are still holding the three aces in your right hand, deal off
three face-up cards from the deck and take
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them between your right index and second
finger (Fig. 2). Tell the spectators that you
will place three cards on the table. As you
say that, rotate your right hand down and
drop the three indifferent cards onto the table
to the left of the AS (Fig. 3).
Say, “And I’ll place three more cards
here.” Do the same thing again and place
three indifferent cards face down next to the
others (Fig. 4). Now comes Emile Clifton’s
brilliant laydown variation. Push off the
third set of three cards, the double-facers,
and pick them up as you did before. This
time, however, as you rotate your palm
down, you drop the real aces on top of the
face-up AS (Fig. 5). Without pausing and in
one smooth motion, lay the three doublefacers face up in a row on the table above the
other piles (Fig. 6). “The aces go over here.”
Act as if you forgot you still need three more
cards and say, “Oh, yeah, and three more
cards over here.” As you deliver that line,
place the last set of cards down.
On the table, you have a row of face-up
aces, the double-facers. In another row,
directly underneath each double-facer, are
three indifferent cards. To the right of these
two rows is the AS. On top of the AS are
the other three real aces.
Take the three double-faced aces and
slide one underneath each stack. The AS is
already under three cards. Ask a spectator
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on your right to place his hand over the
leader, the AS, and act as a receiver.
You are home free! Set up to go into your
favorite series of vanishes to show the aces
have all teleported and joined the leader AS
being held by the spectator. Enjoy!

Emile Clifton and
Clifton’s Ring Move
By Kenrick “ICE” McDonald
Another magic effect for which decorated war hero Emile Clifton was known was
the cord and ring. Better known as the
Clifton’s Ring Move, this effect was referenced by many, including Stephen Juhaz’s
Juhaz Vanish (1973), Al Schneider’s Phase
One (1974), and Earl Nelson’s Variations.
These are just a few who saw and recognized the genius in Emile.
It is rumored but not confirmed that,
when Emile was shot down behind enemy
lines, he used magic to entertain the folks
on the ground to work his way back to his
base. I wonder if the cord and ring effect
was one of the magic effects he used.
EFFECT: A borrowed finger ring is
threaded on a cord. The hand is placed over
the ring, and the cord is wrapped around the
hand. The hand is opened, and the ring
seems to have vanished. The ring reappears
on the finger of the opposite hand.
REQUIREMENT: For this effect, you
will need a cord thirty to thirty-five inches
long, depending on the size of your hand.
The cord can be as fancy as a velvet cord or
as simple as a soft shoestring. If you select a
velvet cord, it will flow better if you remove
the inner cord. This effect requires a finger
ring. Any finger ring will do, but it has a
more magical affect if the ring is borrowed.
While you are performing the routines
prior to the Clifton’s Ring routine, try to find
a couple of individuals in the audience who
are wearing rings that might work well for
the routine. This will eliminate delays.
PRESENTATION: Emile borrows a
ring from a spectator, picks up the cord, and
threads the ring onto it. He pinches both ends
of the cord, causing the ring to settle in the
78

middle. He inserts his other hand through the
center of the cord, placing his open palm on
top of the ring. Lifting his palm toward the
audience, the cord is pulled tight, trapping
the ring against the palm. He shows the audience that the ring is still there. He balls his
fist with his palm down. He drapes one end
of the cord across the back of his fist and
repeats the same move with the other end,
creating an X with the cord. He turns his
palm up and opens his hand, and the ring
vanishes. Emile holds up his other hand,
where the borrowed ring is seen on a finger
of that hand.
EXPLANATION: This effect is used by
many. It is convenient and packs small, but it
has a big impact on the spectator.
Hold both ends of the cord, slip the ring
onto the cord (Fig. 1), and allow it to
settle (Fig. 2). Place your hand on the ring
and position your hand so that the ring will
be near the pinky finger. Make sure it’s not
too close to the end (Fig. 3). You don’t want
the spectator to see it. Make a fist, securing
the cord and the ring (Fig. 4), and release the
cord from the other hand.
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Drape one end of the cord across the
back of your fist. Slightly tilt your fist (Fig.
5) and repeat the same move with the other
end of the cord, allowing the ring to slide
down the cord into your other hand (Fig. 6)
and creating an X on the back of your hand
with the cord (Fig. 7). This all happens at
the same time as the other end of the cord is
being draped over the fist. Make sure the
ring remains hidden (Fig. 8).
Turn your fist palm up, revealing to the
spectator that the ring has vanished. At the
same moment as the ring vanish, slip the
ring on your finger of the other hand. The
magic is done! Reveal the ring at the
appointed time (Fig. 9).

lished Writings and Collected Ephemera.
She has lectured at The New York Historical Society, the Mark Twain House and
Museum, The Magic Circle in London, and
The Magic Castle in Hollywood. Her
recent media appearances include the History Channel and The Takeaway on
WNYC. Her new book, The Great Boomsky: The Many Lives of Magic’s First
African American Superstar, will be
released in 2022.

The Boomsky and Water to Wine
By Margaret Steele
Margaret Steele is a magician, magic
historian, and author. A Juilliard-trained
musician as well, her fifty-year performing
career has taken her all over the world.
Margaret is the editor of Adelaide Herrmann, Queen of Magic: Memoirs, PubDecember 2021
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EFFECT: Clear water poured from a
pitcher into a glass instantly and visibly
turns into red wine.
In 1903, three protégés of Alexander
Herrmann (Herrmann the Great) were
simultaneously playing the lucrative Black
minstrel circuit. Black Carl (Edward Johnson), Alonzo Moore, and the Great Boomsky (Isaac Willis) had all worked as
Herrmann’s assistant, Boomsky, at different times in their early teens. Since the
hugely popular minstrel companies played
large theaters and opera houses, the magicians’ acts had to be highly visual and play
big. Water to Wine fit the bill perfectly. In
extremely conservative towns where
onstage references to alcohol were forbidden, the magician performed an alternate
version of the trick, Water to Ink.
PRESENTATION: The Great Boomsky takes the stage elegantly dressed in an
old-fashioned court costume fit for royalty.
Displaying an empty glass tumbler, he
announces that he will recreate a miracle
from the Bible, Jesus’s first recorded miracle of turning water to wine at the wedding
in Cana. Since all the minstrel magicians
presented their acts as comedy, the Great
Boomsky’s script includes comic winks
and nods about alcohol and drinking.
(Minstrel performers were fined a week’s
pay for violating company rules against
drunkenness.) With his other hand, he lifts
a pitcher of water from his table. When he
pours the water into the glass, the water
instantly and visibly transforms to wine.
He starts to take a sip but then thinks better
of it. This gets a good laugh.
REQUIREMENTS and SET-UP: The
items required by the minstrel magicians
for the Water to Wine effect were a clear
glass pitcher filled with plain water, a clear
glass tumbler, and a powdered fabric dye
called aniline red. Aniline red dye powder
is still available today, but it is highly toxic.
The powder in fake blood capsules is a safe
and effective substitute.
METHOD: Though extremely easy to
perform, Water to Wine is a powerfully
visual effect. Prior to showtime, the magi80

cian puts a small amount of dye powder
into the empty glass. The glass can be
freely displayed as the dye powder at the
bottom is nearly impossible to see when
viewed from the side. For extra security,
you can hold the glass in a natural way with
your fingers obscuring the bottom of the
glass. When water is poured into the glass,
the dye dissolves instantly, turning the
water to “wine.”

Fetaque Sanders and His
Bottle Transposition
Recreated by Kenrick “ICE” McDonald,
based on recollections
by Walter “Zaney” Blaney

Fetaque (pronounced FEE-take) Sanders
was one of America’s leading African American magicians during his career, which
spanned from 1931 through 1958. His primary audiences throughout his career were
children in segregated schools throughout
the South, but he also performed for colleges, USO Camp Shows, and in nightclubs,
where he presented tableside magic at venues where such musical greats as Cab Calloway were performing. (For more
information on Fetaque Sanders, refer to the
cover story in the May 2015 issue of The
Linking Ring, published on the one hundredth anniversary of his birth.) The following routine has been reconstructed by
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Kenrick “ICE” McDonald and written in
first-person as if described by Fetaque himself.
EFFECT: A beer bottle is turned into a
Coca-Cola bottle.
I always loved performing for children,
and this day was no different. I went about
my show as always and then pretended to
have a catch in my throat. I continued to
make an effort to speak, but I still seemed to
have trouble with my voice. I looked out at
the audience and said, “Please excuse me. I
need to get a Coca-Cola.” I walked to the
wings of the stage and returned with what
was obvious to everyone to be a bottle of
beer. As I spoke to the kids and pretended to
drink from the bottle, I continued to insist
that the bottle I was holding was a CocaCola. The kids wasted no time correcting me
each time. The more I insisted that it was a
Coca-Cola, the louder the audience shouted,
“It’s a beer!” I started acting suspicious and
covered the bottle of beer with a nearby napkin, shielding the bottle from the kids. I
debated with them back and forth for a
while. After whipping them into a frenzy, I
told the kids that I would never ever think of
bringing beer into the school. I removed the
napkin and revealed that it was, in fact, a normal bottle of Coca-Cola.
SET-UP: When setting up this magic
effect, I use a Rubber Beer Bottle prop. I
cut the bottom off to create a rubber shell. I
also use a real Coca-Cola bottle, talcum
powder, and a napkin (Fig. 1).
December 2021

METHOD: Sprinkle talcum powder
over the real Coca-Cola bottle to prevent
the rubber bottle from sticking. Slip the
rubber beer bottle over the Coca-Cola bottle, completely covering it (Fig. 2). Fold
the napkin and place it near the bottle.
When the time comes to retrieve the prop,
grab the bottom portion of the beer bottle
shell (Fig. 3), securing the inside bottle
from dropping out. When you bring the
beer bottle up to your mouth, be aware of
your angles.
Once you are ready to make the transformation from the beer bottle to the CocaCola bottle, pick up the napkin and cover
the bottle (Fig. 4). As you scrunch up the
napkin, you gather and remove the rubber
beer bottle inside the napkin (Fig. 5) and
reveal the Coca-Cola bottle.

Black Herman (Benjamin Rucker)
and His Torn and Restored
Cigarette Paper
By Donald Camp
Photographer Donald Camp is the recipient of fellowships from the John Simon
Guggenheim Foundation, the National
Endowment for the Art, the Pew Foundation for the Arts, and a Pew/American
Academy in Rome Resident. As an amateur
magician, he has performed close-up at
New York’s Monday Night Magic. He is also
a recipient of the International Association
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of Black Magical Artists Lifetime Achievement Award. In 1982, as a lover of magic,
he co-created and hosted Third Monday
Magic, a small group of cultural and
racially diverse magicians who gathered to
make our performances better. The group
met monthly for more than fifteen years.

I’m now an octogenarian, but when I
was thirteen, my father gave me his small
library of magic books, consisting of
Greater Magic and the first four volumes of
Tarbell. There was also a small booklet
titled, Black Herman’s Secrets of Magic,
Mystery and Legerdemain. Here, I have
chosen to submit an effect that required
materials which would not have been available to a thirteen-year-old. It comes from
Black Herman’s booklet, page 38 (Fig. 1);
direct quotes are indicated by italics.
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Effect: Torn and restored cigarette paper.
A borrowed cigarette paper is torn to
pieces and then restored in its original
shape.
The secret lies in a duplicate paper concealed between the first and second fingers.
When exhibiting the borrowed paper, it
should be held by one of its corners between
the first finger and thumb. The concealed
ball of paper is now between the thumb and
back of the visible paper.
After having torn the borrowed paper
and rolled it into a ball, it is very easily
exchanged for the duplicate ball which is
then opened and displayed as the paper
which is torn. The torn paper is concealed
in like manner as the above.
Many magicians have created methods
to perform the Torn and Restored Cigarette
Paper as parlor and stage magic. As a pocket trick and a trick that was published in a
booklet that would be sold to the public,
Black Herman possibly didn’t think too
much of it.
In Black Herman’s time, many smokers
would have rolled their own cigarettes
because that was cheaper than buying prerolled packs. I can imagine that he might
have performed Torn and Restored Cigarette Paper when conversing with a friend
who smoked. I can also imagine him faking rudeness and snatching the paper from
the friend’s fingertips who was about to
roll a cigarette. Rudely snatching the paper
from his friend’s hand would have gained
his friend’s attention. Subsequently tearing
the paper into quarters would have kept his
attention. I imagine Black Herman had a
great deal of fun as he magically restored
the paper. He might have ended up using
the restored paper to roll a cigarette for
himself. Knowing Black Herman’s reputation of turning almost anything into
money, he might have sold it back to the
person and persuaded him to keep it for
good luck.
REQUIREMENTS: The secret lies in
a duplicate paper concealed between the
first and second fingers.
For this effect, you will need two pieces
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of cigarette paper. Since most people don’t
carry packets of cigarette paper today, you
should probably have your own packet.
PREPARATION: When exhibiting the
borrowed paper, it should be held by one of
its corners between the first finger and
thumb. The concealed ball of paper is now
between the thumb and back of the visible
paper.
Though Black Herman paid little attention to how the paper to be restored should
be prepared, it’s not unimportant. To prevent searching for a corner to begin the
action of displaying the restored paper, the
paper should be folded so that it unfolds easily. The paper should be accordion folded
diagonally before you roll it into a tiny ball.
Leave one corner of the rolled paper
ball free. Holding the rolled paper ball by
this corner will enable the very little ball to
be controlled. If the ball is held by the tail
at the fingertips, it will be more visible.
Holding it by the tail also provides a starting point to begin unrolling the restored
paper( (Fig. 2).
Instead of holding the tiny ball between
thumb and index finger, it is held between the
tips of the index and middle fingers of the
non-dominant hand. Visibility does not matter here because it will be hidden by the much
larger packet of cigarette paper (Fig. 3).

Holding the packet of papers in your
non-dominant hand, remove a single piece
of paper from the packet with your dominant hand. The little ball of paper is
between the fingers and the packet. Show
the paper to be torn freely but keep the little
ball of paper to be restored hidden beneath
the packet.
Put the packet on the table, keeping
hold of the little tail of paper with your
index and middle fingers (Fig. 4). You can
move your hand freely by keeping the
palm of your hand toward your chest or
covering it with your thumb.

Put your two hands together and touch
the two pieces of paper to each other. This
puts you in position to hold the papers as
described by Black Herman: The concealed ball of paper is now between the
thumb and back of the visible paper.

Tear the paper in half and then into quarters (Fig.6).

PERFORMANCE: When exhibiting
the borrowed paper, it should be held by
one of its corners between the first finger
and thumb. The concealed ball of paper is
now between the thumb and back of the visible paper.
December 2021
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Show three pieces of the torn paper on
the table or someone’s palm while you
keep one quarter and the paper ball in your
non-dominant hand (Figs. 7-8). Take one
piece of paper from the table or your palm
and ball it up. Do the same with the other
two pieces from the table or the palm of the
spectator. Place the ball into the piece of
paper that hides the paper to be restored.
Roll everything into a single ball as you
keep track of the little tail.

Holding the ball to be restored between
your thumb and index finger, remove the
torn ball, keep it hidden, and move your
fingers and the ball of torn paper to your
mouth. You say you want to get a bit of
saliva to moisten your fingers so you can
make the little packet of torn paper more
compact. Take the torn piece into your
mouth with your lips and place it under
your tongue so you can keep talking.
After having torn the borrowed paper
and rolled it into a ball, it is very easily
exchanged for the duplicate ball which is
then opened and displayed as the paper
which is torn.
We are now ready to show the restored

cigarette paper. I don’t think Black Herman would have shown the restored piece
of paper at this point. The stories that we
know about him emphasize the fact that he
was an excellent performer. He would
have known that the magic would have
happened before he showed the results. He
might have told a story or passed his magical hand over the “torn” pieces of paper, or
he may have blown on the pieces of paper
to remove any suspicion. Showing the
restored piece of paper would be the proof
of the magic (Fig. 9).

FINAL THOUGHTS: It would probably be socially improper to perform this
effect today since anti-smoking is the rule
of the day. The paper also has a close connection to another activity that is still illegal in many states but legal in Colorado. At
thirteen, I was more interested in the
method than the effect. This is a small but
very strong piece of magic. It’s something
that can happen in a person’s hands. However, magic is an art, and the method is not
as important as the effect. What the audience sees, feels, tastes, hears, or feels is the
essence of art.
I use Torn and Restored Cigarette Paper
alternately with the Gypsy Thread restoration. I have several stories that I share,
depending on the person or audience for
whom I’m performing. I love small pieces
of magic. They create just enough awe and
mystery to be a gift to a friend.

Parade Contributions Wanted From Rings and Individuals
Send them along to the Editor. Address on page 4.
Thanks, we look forward to hearing from you!
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Henry “Box” Brown and the
Doll Trick
By Rory Rennick

For nearly twenty years, Rory Rennick
has performed professionally as a magician. Rory combined his acting, motivational speaking, and prestidigitation skills
to bring the incredible story of the slaveturned-magic entertainer Henry “Box”
Brown to life for tens of thousands. In
2013, Rennick wrote and featured in the
full-length stage play, Delivery: The
Henry Box Brown Show. Rory is the
author of the highly acclaimed book,
Henry “Box” Brown’s Legacy and My
Life with Him. The commemorative book
has received glowing reviews.
Among Rory’s other varied interests are
collecting, as well as speaking and writing
about the world’s largest niche assemblage of African diaspora/black-imaged
playing cards which he owns. Some of his
articles about his card research can be
found in Card Culture and Vanish Magazine.
Being a little over fifty years old in
1864, formerly enslaved-turned-magical
entertainer Henry “Box” Brown unofficially began his public delve into the magic
arena. A prominent newspaper in Wales
(Cardiff Times, January 1867) criticized
the late bloomer, noting that Henry’s
December 2021

sleight-of-hand was “too slow to fool the
eye’” on the Thursday of his three-day
stay. However, by Saturday, his presentations in mesmerism and electro-biology
“gave universal satisfaction” and “were
truly wonderful!” The same review also
noted that Henry’s performance of the doll
trick in Cymmer “was worth seeing.”
These compliments were significant as
Henry had typically received some of the
harshest and racially insensitive coverage
in the Welsh press.
Being unfamiliar with the trick, I did
some searching. I was unable to track
down the origin of the doll trick, although
it seems to have predated Henry by many
years. It was reported to have “been practiced in all ages and in every country under
the sun.”
The Illustrated London Times (December 22, 1855, p. 751) revealed how the doll
trick was constructed and performed. The
trick remained virtually unchanged nearly
seventy years later in America, where I discovered it was disclosed in the Pittson
Gazette (August 9, 1924, p. 4). I’ll share
the most probable parlor-style performance of the doll trick Henry would have
presented for a typical Victorian audience.
EFFECT: The magician introduces a
small (four to five inches tall) wooden doll
as a great and mysterious traveler. The doll
is wrapped in a cloak with its head showing. The magician covers the doll’s head
with his hand for an instant, and suddenly,
the little traveler has vanished as the cloak
is opened. The cloak is again closed, and in
a moment, the head is seen above the cloak
at the shoulders, indicating that the traveler
has mysteriously returned.
REQUIREMENTS: In the 1855 explanation, the British newspaper describes
what is needed to make this piece of magic
happen: “You must be provided with the
figure of a man made of wood, about the
size of a small Dutch doll, the head of
which takes off and on by means of a peg in
the neck [Fig. 1], which fits in the aperture
in the body. You must also have a cloth
cloak within for the purpose of concealing
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the head [Fig. 2] but this must be very neatly constructed, in order that it may not be
readily perceived.”

PRESENTATION: Show your little
man to the assembled company, saying,
“Gentlemen, I call this my bonus genius.”
Then, show the cloak and say, “This, gentlemen, is his coat. Look as steadily at him
as ever you can. Nevertheless, I will
deceive you.” Hold the cloak above your
face and take the little man in your tight
hand. Put his head through the hole of the
cloak as represented in the engraving. Proceed to describe the doll’s virtues as eloquently as you like, saying, “He’s a great
traveler. He is ready to go on any mission I
would like to send him on – to France,
Spain, Constantinople, the Crimea, or the
North or South Pole, wherever and
whichever you like, but he must have some
money to pay his expenses.”
This method is based on the writing in
the 1855 British newspaper article. Pick up
the cloak, show it empty, and then show the
doll. Cover the doll’s body in the
cloak (Fig. 3), leaving the head visible.
Pull your hand out from under the cloak
and, with it, the body of the doll privately
(Fig. 4). Put your hand into your pocket as
if you were feeling for money and leave the
body there. Then, take your hand out of
your pocket and say, “There is a shilling
for you, and now be off on your travels,
sir.” Turn the head and say, “But he must
look about him before he goes.” Set your
forefinger upon his head and say, “Just as I
86

thrust my finger down, he shall vanish.”
Immediately, with the assistance of your
hand that is under the cloak, convey his
head into the little bag (a pocket, Fig. 5).
Turn the cloak about, knock it on the palm
of your hands, and say, “See, he’s gone!”
Take the cloak and hold it up again, drawing the head out of the little bag, and say,
“Hei Genius mei velocissimus, ubi.” Give
a whistle and, at the same time, thrust the
head up through the hole in the cloak. Hold
the head by the peg and turn it about (Fig.
6). You can cause the doll to appear and
disappear as many times as you like to the
great amazement and bewilderment of the
company.

FINAL THOUGHTS: It’s likely that
Henry’s magic reflected the universal
themes of freedom, escape, life and death
(or threat of it) with which he was personally acquainted. Henry would have personalized and customized the doll trick to fit
his life’s narrative, as he did with many of
his other presentations. The story of
Henry’s escape from slavery in full view
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without being discovered and his fundraising through lectures and entertainment to
allow him to travel from location to location
in America and in the U.K. was more than
an allegory fit for amusing patter. Henry
was that “great and mysterious traveler” in
the flesh! It wouldn’t have surprised me if
he made the doll in his likeness.
I think I’ll make a doll right now! I just
need a fifteen-and-a-half-inch peg for my
neck, and yes, my doll may have an afro
and carry an AARP card.

Eugene Hellman and
the Traveling Blocks
By Kenrick “ICE” McDonald

In April 1889, William Keeling Smith
was born in the Capital City. As an inspired
young man, Smith started performing professionally around 1909. Shortly after, he
adopted the stage name, Eugene Hellman. A
World War I veteran, he had one of the
longest magic careers, spanning approximately sixty years. A brief review of Hellman’s show included a description of his
magic effects. One of those effects was “The
Traveling Blocks.”
EFFECT: The artist picks up three
blocks and threads each of them onto a peg
on a base. The blocks are stacked on top of
one another. A wooden cover is placed over
December 2021

the blocks, a magic gesture is made, and the
cover is removed. The three blocks have
become two. The artist reaches into his top
hat and produces the vanished block.
REQUIREMENT: This prop has three
blocks, each with a hole through the center.
One of the blocks is a shell. The base has a
long peg in the middle and a square cover. A
top hat contains a duplicate block that
matches the block that vanishes.
PRESENTATION: Eugene Hellman
picks up a square block with a hole in the
center from his table and presents it to the
audience. He threads the block through the
pegged base and presents the second and
third blocks in the same manner. Sitting next
to the base is a wooden cover. Eugene picks
up the cover and shows there is nothing in it
by looking at the audience through the prop.
The cover is placed over the three blocks,
completely hiding them from the audience.
Hellman makes a magic move with his hand
and removes the cover, showing that one of
the blocks has vanished. In a nearby top hat,
Eugene snaps his fingers, reaches in, and
retrieves the vanished block.
This magic prop usually comes with all
the pieces needed to perform this magic
trick. The magic is in the blocks. The blocks,
although they appear to be the same size, are
all different, except for the hole which is
drilled vertically through each block. The
first is slightly smaller than the others, the
second block is a shell, and the third block is
the same size as the shell yet solid. An extra
solid block is identical to the shell (Fig. 1).
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The performer places the extra block in
another location, in this case, a top
hat. Then, he stacks the blocks on the
pegged base (Fig. 1), with the smallest
block on the bottom and lined up with the
base. The second block, the shell, is
stacked on the bottom block at a slight
angle to prevent the shell from prematurely slipping over the smaller block. Place
the third block on top of the shell. This
block should also line up with the base.
Place the wooden cover over the blocks.
As you get to the second block (the shell),
turn the cover slightly, straightening the
shell and causing it to slide down and cover
the bottom block (Fig. 2).
Remove the cover, reveal the two
blocks, and show that one of the blocks has
vanished (Fig. 3). Reach over and remove
the extra block from the top hat, showing
that the vanished block magically reappeared

.

Fetaque Sanders “Little Hands”
Coin-fold Routine
By Dale Penn
In addition to his career as an awardwinning professional magician, Dale Penn
is an identity theft and insurance fraud
expert, corporate speaker, and risk management consultant. Dale incorporates
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thought-provoking magic into his seminars and presentations. Dale finds time to
support local faith-based crime prevention
initiatives in his community. He holds a
Bachelor of Science Degree from Xavier
University and is an active member of the
Association of Finance and Insurance
Professionals and The American Society
for Training and Development.

Engagement with audience members was
a standard feature of Fetaque Sanders’ performances throughout his long and successful career. Fetaque enjoyed close contact and
banter with spectators. He loved creating inyour-face thrills with his audiences, ranging
from school shows throughout the country,
to “high society” social gatherings in metropolitan nightclub venues where he was
always in demand. Audience participation
wasn’t optional – it was always a featured
part of the fun!
For working magicians like Fetaque who
managed most aspects of his own promotion
and advertising, this unique version of a
magic “classic” which he titled, “Little
Hands,” was part of his working repertoire
that never failed to astonish audiences and
left them with a personalized souvenir that
would never get tossed out.
Based on the idea of the classic coin fold
papers, where a coin vanishes after being
encased in a small square of folded paper,
here is a clever idea from Fetaque that you
will use again and again.
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Begin with a half-dollar or similar sized
coin and small square of paper (41/2 X 51/2).
The squares of paper can be created (at your
local office-supply store) on standard white
or almost any other shade of paper stock that
has been pre-printed with a photo of your
actual open palm in the center, to enhance
the idea of the coin being placed in the
“magician’s” open palm (Fig. 1).

After the coin is placed dead-center into
the open palm, the bottom edge of the paper
is folded up to cover most of the coin (Fig. 2).
Next, the top edge of the paper is folded
down (Fig. 3). At this point, the magician
executes the classic COIN FOLD move by
folding the left side of the coin “tent” over the
coin (Fig. 4) and slightly tilting the coin
through the “tunnel,” before a second fold
(from right to left), apparently encasing the
coin in the paper prison (Figs. 5-6).

At this point in the proceedings, any number of spectators can touch and feel the coin
“encased” in the fold, without detection.
After finger-palming or ditching the coin
(Fig. 7), the packet can also be placed onto a
table-top and an audience member is asked
to hold it there by pressing down (Fig. 8).
December 2021

The dramatic possibilities here are endless, but upon displaying the vanished coin,
the spectator is left with multiple “empty”
palms including the performer’s empty
hands and the empty “Little Hand” printed
on the square! Fetaque Sanders often classic-palmed the coin only to have it audibly
and visibly re-appear in a borrowed glass or
tumbler.
With a little imagination, you can print a
small marketing message on the opposite
side of your “Little Hands” squares to
include your logo, phone number, email
address, or social media handle.
You’ll find many other creative uses for
your own personalized, pre-printed “Little
Hands,” including:
• Center Tears
• Predictions
• Torn and Restored Effects
• Billet Effects
• Business cards
• Throw-outs
• Table Toppers
• Strolling magic giveaways
After the “work” is done with Fetaque’s
version of this effect, the only gimmick your
spectators will discover is your carefully
placed advertisement on their own personalized LITTLE HANDS!
Send comments and appreciations for
contributors to:
Kenrick “ICE” McDonald
icestormeg@gmail.com
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Pop Out Surprise
To finish out 2021, I’m going to teach a
very visual card revelation. It could be used
to reveal a selection or possibly as part of an
ace-cutting routine. I was shown the basic
move years ago in Chicago, but I’m not
sure who originated it. It has always been a
bit tricky to get into until recently.
I purchased the double volume, Gambling Sleight of Hand, Volumes 1 and 2,
from Steve Forte. These two books are a bit
expensive, but they are fantastic. If you’re
lucky, Santa will bring them to you. As I was
working through the books, I found an
excellent way of avoiding the dreaded Double Undercut*, in which the bottom card is
secretly brought to the top during a false cutting sequence. In other words, the order of
the cards is unchanged except that the bottom card is moved to the top. On page 251 of
Volume 1, Mr. Forte describes a move he
calls “f-transfer.” Forte adds a note giving
prior credit to Steve Draun. In Secrets Draun
from the Underground, Mr. Draun describes
a great alternative to the standard move in
which the deck never leaves the table. It’s in
the section titled, “Tabled Breakless Double
Undercuts.” Mr. Draun’s handling of the
Bottom to Top sequence was my starting
point for Pop Out Surprise.
In playing with Draun’s move, I realized that, with a very slight change, it
would set up for Pop Out Surprise, the
subject of this column. Thanks to Steve
Draun and Steve Forte, we have a very
good way of setting up for a visual “pop
out.” You can see what the move looks like
at www.mallofmagic.com/cardcorner. Just
scroll down to near the bottom for the
December 2021 video.
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EFFECT: A selected card flies out of the
center of the deck in a very visual manner.
SET-UP: None.
PROCEDURE: The card you wish to
pop out of the deck must begin on the bottom of the deck. If it’s a selection, a Convincing Control* is a great way to get it
there secretly. Alternately, you can use a
Kelly Bottom Placement* or simply run
the selection from top to bottom during an
overhand shuffling sequence. You should
already have ways to get a card secretly to
the bottom of the deck.
The card must then be repositioned near
the center of the deck and slightly jogged
to the right (Fig. 1). This is where the
Draun idea comes into play. Position the
deck on the table (Fig. 2) with long edges
parallel to the table’s edge on your side.
The deck is gripped by the thumbs at the
inner long edges and the first and second
fingers at the outer long edge. This frees
the right third finger for a special purpose.
Begin to pull the lower half of the deck to
the right as though you intend to cut it to the
top. When this portion rises a bit above the
table, move your right third finger under the
packet (Fig. 3). Use your third finger to pull
the bottom card slightly to the right (Fig. 4).
In a continuing action, move the right hand’s
packet completely free of the deck as you
allow the left hand’s half deck to drop to the
table. Continue to move the right hand’s half
deck over the now tabled portion and place
the right hand’s cards square onto the tabled
portion. Continue to grip the full deck with
the hands simulating what’s shown in Figure
2. This leaves the former bottom card of the
deck sidejogged slightly to the right (Fig. 1).

www.magician.org

The Linking Ring

PP 90-96 TRIX.qxp_Layout 1 12/1/21 9:24 PM Page 3

This sidejogged card is hidden by the hands.
It appears that you simply cut the deck. You
are now ready for Pop Out Surprise.
Position the right third fingertip on the
outer corner of the sidejogged card (Fig. 5).
The other fingers continue to grip the short
ends of the deck. Begin to lift the right side
of the upper packet a bit, allowing the right
third fingertip to pull inward on the corner of
the sidejogged card, causing it to bow downward (Fig. 6). Note that in Figure 6 the right
short edge has been lifted a bit to accommodate the contours of the bowed card. Also
note that the right thumb acts as a stop, preventing the card from protruding inward. Let
the corner snap off the third fingertip. The
card will spin out of the deck counterclockwise. Be sure that your right first and second
fingertips aren’t in the way. If you lift the left
side of the upper packet slightly during this
action, the card will fly further from the deck
since there will be less friction.
FINAL THOUGHTS: One of the nice
features of Pop Out Surprise is that there is
no apparent movement of the hands. The
means of propulsion is completely hidden.
It’s a great production as part of an ace cutting sequence or in a multiple selection
routine. It can also stand alone as a single
production of a selection.
It’s a nice touch to reverse the bottom
card before executing Pop Out Surprise.
This enhances the visual nature of the
move, but that’s not necessary for it to be
an effective production.
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In the description above, the right third
finger is used to both pull the bottom card
to a sidejogged position and pull in on the
corner of the card to create the bowing
needed for propulsion. It should be noted
that the right fourth finger can be substituted for either or both these purposes. As you
experiment with the move, try the alternate
finger to find out what works best for you.
As we move into 2022, I hope your doubles never split, your faros are perfect
every time, and your spectators don’t
notice the discrepancy in the Elmsley
Count.
Video instruction is available for moves
tagged with an asterisk at: www.mallof
magic .com/themoves, using the password
“marlo7d.”
NEWS FLASH: A new edition of
“Talking Cards” is available on the I.B.M.
website, www.magician.org. It and back
editions are also available at: www.mallof
magic.com/talkingcards.
Mike Powers
mpowers@mallofmagic.com
Scan the QR code below for the December edition of Mike Powers’ “Card Talk.”
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Anonymous Cyphers
This month, we have a nifty mentalism
effect that requires the magician to carry
absolutely no props and still present a baffling mystery. It is straightforward and inexplicable, and it can easily be repeated.
EFFECT: The magician is seated at the
dinner table with four other diners. He asks
the diners to remove one of their personal
objects and hold it in front of themselves. He
says that he will leave the room and the group
will unanimously agree on one specific
object. Once a decision is made, each of the
objects is to remain visible while being held
by its owner. The magician is summoned,
and on his return, a divination is exclaimed,
and the magician is completely correct.
PREPARATION: You will need a confederate with a cell phone.
PRESENTATION: The beauty of the
effect is in the execution and simplicity of the
process. The magician starts off by claiming
that he will perform an outstanding divination that can only be accomplished with the
full cooperation of all seated at the table.
There is a simple request, and everyone must
participate.
To begin, the magician asks that each
diner remove an object he has brought and
hold it in front of him. The confederate is the
first to reveal his cell phone. Immediately, the
magician calls out, “We have a cell phone.
What else did you bring?” For example, the
diners bring out a watch, wallet, loose
change, and keys. The magician continues,
“Okay, we have five different objects. Fantastic. In a moment, I will step out of the room
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and close the door behind me. Make sure that
you keep your voices as low as possible. Sign
language is absolutely acceptable. Now, I
want you as a group to decide on only one
object. It must be unanimous. Once the decision is made, loudly call for my return. Keep
your object in front of you and please do not
speak.” The magician exits, and when summoned, he returns.
“Thank you for your participation. That
was the easy part. Now is the difficult but
interesting part.” Quickly glimpse the confederate’s code. The magician says, “I will
shut my eyes, and while I do, I would like
each of you to concentrate on the one selected object. Do not stare at it; just use all your
keen awareness to project the image. Here
we go. The magician closes his eyes and goes
into a reading, such as, “It is a personal
object, it has some value, and it is an object
one would hate to lose.” He then mentally
narrows in, opens his eyes, briefly looks at
every individual, and miraculously divines
the selected object.
THE CODE: The confederate will signal
the selected object to the magician. Clockwise, the object which the first person to the
left of the confederate holds is Object 1, and
the first finger is extended at the top of the
smart phone. The second person holds
Object 2, and two fingers are extended at the
side of the smart phone. The code continues
in the same manner. If the confederate’s
smart phone is selected, it is Object 5. See
Figure 1 for a diagram of the positioning of
the fingers. It’s as simple as can be.
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NOTE: The choice of hand which sends
the code is irrelevant. Only the fingering
positions are important. Also, practicing with
your confederate is mandatory. Play around
with different ideas and come up with your
own coding system.

Have fun with this gem, and we will rendezvous next month. Until then…
Andrew Woo
andrew@magicalwoo.com
www.magicalwoo.com

Submitting Ring Events
News of your Ring Events published in The Linking Ring lets
magicians around the world know about your Ring’s activities and
gives members international exposure.
How to submit news of your Ring’s special activities? Submit
your article as a Microsoft Word document, and send photos as
medium- to high-resolution jpegs. Please do not embed your photographs in a Word document. Attach them as separate jpegs or in a
Zip or Stuffit file. Photos embedded in Word documents cannot be
used. We recommend taking lots of pictures and submitting only
your very best photos.
Special activities, such as shows, banquets, conventions, or
community fundraising projects sponsored by your Ring are considered Ring Events and should be e-mailed to Dr. Steven Schlanger
at ringreports@magician.org. Type “Ring Event” as the e-mail subject.
Please note: Write-ups of your monthly Ring meetings are
considered Ring Reports and should also be e-mailed to Dr. Steven
Schlanger at RingReports@magician.org.
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Boomerangs
I’m not sure I’ve found a more effective
magic trick than one that happens in the
hands of the spectator and that the spectator
finds unexplainable. Such are the characteristics of the classic optical illusion commonly referred to as “The Boomerangs” or “The
Arcs.” One arc positioned underneath the
other always looks longer as long as the
shorter inner arc is on the underside. Lining
up the ends of the arcs makes the difference
in size appear even more dramatic.
In the pictures, you’ll see a few varieties
of these magic arcs which are available at
Hobby Lobby. One set has wooden lightning
bolts which are more appropriate for stage

use. The other type is Baking Cup Wraps,
which are made of paper, are perfect for
giveaways, and come in a variety of colors
and designs. Also available are foam swords
in the shape of arcs.
My favorite stage routine uses the two
lightning bolts, each painted with a florescent color on one side and black on the other.
The magician explains how illusionists use
color to mask the true size of a prop. Fashion
designers have known for years that black
makes a figure appear smaller.
Visit Dave Arch online at:
www.omahamagician.com.

DIGITAL CAMERA USERS
To submit photos for Ring Events and other departments in The Linking Ring, your
photos must be large and clear. Please set your camera on the highest setting. Photos may
look beautiful on a computer monitor but may be too small for print reproduction. Ring
Events may be published without photos, or not at all, if the pictures are too small to
reproduce clearly. We love including photos of I.B.M. members, so please help us make
them as good as possible. Thank you!
E-mail Ring Events photos to Dr. Steven Schlanger at ringreports@magician.org.
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Happy holidays, magical friends!
At this time every year, I dig through my
bag o’ tricks to bring something a little extra
special to you. In the past, they have been
effects pulled from my recent repertoire. This
year is a little different. I’m pulling a certifiably awesome effect from another magician’s bag o’ tricks! Certifiably awesome
Canadian mentalist Sudo gave me permission to write this miracle up for our I.B.M.
colleagues to learn and the world at large to
enjoy.
When you get to the explanation, don’t
immediately say, “Oh, no!” (even if you are
thinking of the late John Lennon’s wife).
Rather, think about the effect itself and how
you’ll give it a try. Very soon, you’ll be shouting, “Oh, yes!”
Here we go with…

An Absolutely
Certifiable Miracle
By Sudo

“Let me ask you a question. Did you ever
have that overwhelming feeling of déjà vu?
You know that feeling that, after something
has happened to you, you feel that it has happened before? Or that you’ve been somewhere before when you’ve arrived at a place
for the first time? Some say it has been
ingrained in our brains through evolution.
Others say it is a human quirk. Even just
bringing this up seems very déjà vu-y. Either
that or what you are about to see is an
absolutely certifiable miracle! Or both. Or
neither.”
At the end of these introductory remarks,
you remove a cased deck of cards from your
pocket. “Please close your eyes for a moment
and think of a card. Any card will do, but
please don’t think of the King of Diamonds
since it is right here, the first card on the face
of the deck.” You have removed the cards
December 2021

and tossed the empty card case to the table.
The KD is the face card showing. “Have you
thought of one? Do you wish to change it?”
Kirby yowls, “No. I’m good.” You ask
which card, and he says, “The Queen of
Hearts.”
You “hmm” and haw a bit, saying, “Well,
that is exactly what I mean about déjà vu.
When I woke up this morning, I reached for
this deck and turned one card face down.”
You flip casually through the deck in your
hands. “Where is it? Oh, here!” You have
found the face-down card and push it forward for Kirby to remove and place face
down in front of him on the table.
“Kirby, you did say the Queen of Hearts,
right? And you did have a choice of literally
any card in this face-up deck? And there was
clearly one face-up card, and one only, in this
deck? Right, right, and right once more?”
You spread the pack on the table. All the
cards are indeed face up with the only facedown card now in front of Kirby. You motion
for him to turn the card over. It’s the Queen of
Hearts.
The audience applauds, Kirby gasps, and
your magic-knowledgeable friends collapse
to the floor when they learn the deck you
used was not an Invisible Deck or even a
highly gaffed one. You’ll gasp, too, when you
learn there were also no sleights involved!
Not So Invisible
The effect here is that of the traditional
Invisible Deck effect. Well known to magicians and still used widely today, this creation by Joe Berg from the 1930s (as the
“Ultra Mental Deck”) has stood the test of
time. Over the years, magicians have developed methods to replicate this effect without
using the rough/smooth gaffed deck. They
typically involve some heavy-duty sleight of
hand. Sudo showed me this sleight-free version.
His original version requires the use of a
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memorized deck (“Oh, no!”). Any stack is
fine, as long as you will know approximately
where a card lies. You could also use a deck
stacked in semi-new deck order. That is, all the
spades (consecutively from ace to king), followed by all the hearts and then all the clubs
and diamonds. In other words, cards arranged
numerically in the familiar “SHoCkeD” order.
CHaSeD order is fine, too. Since the King of
Diamonds is the face card of the deck in this
order, I place a duplicate King of Diamonds
face up on the top of the deck. Then, I place the
jokers and any advertising cards on top of that
and put the cards in the box. The face-up duplicate and face-up jokers/ad cards are oriented
to the side where the half-moon cutout is on
the box. When I remove the cards, I casually
toss off the ads and jokers. The deck itself will
always be face-down with the duplicate KD
on top. (Sudo sets up the deck with duplicate
jokers on top and bottom. I think seeing an
actual card is a bit more deceptive, but that’s
your choice.)
When your subject names the thought-of
card, with the deck with the face-down duplicate card on top deck held tightly in your left
hand, you immediately riffle the short side of
the cards closest to you upwards, pulling the
top portion a little higher than usual, so that
you can see the indices of the cards flipping
by. Remember, even though the face-up KD
on top gives the impression the whole deck is
face up, you are riffling through a face-down
deck and spying the cards in the upper portion that will be flipping down. (Put a deck in
your hands, turn over the top card, and riffle
through it from bottom to top, holding the top
section open enough for you to see the cards.)
With the deck in a known order, you will
instantly know approximately where the
named card is located. Begin the upwards riffle at a spot below that point.
Sudo comments at this point, “Hmm, I
turned that card over somewhere around the
middle of the deck.” That’s as good an
excuse as any for you to be flipping through
the deck. Many times, I will ask the subject to
write down the named card “so it can’t be
accidently changed or forgotten” while I
search for the card. This is a good redirection
of attention.
When you have located the named card,
and it has flipped to the top of the bottom portion of deck, you execute a variation of the
Annemann/Christ/Vernon displacement
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move. The deck is in your left hand, and
you are holding the not-yet-riffled portion
in your right. Slide the top (right hand)
portion back a few inches, exposing the
back of the “only” face-down card. Move
your second and third fingers down so
their tips touch that top card and push that
upper portion back square with the deck.
That’ll move the face-down card forward,
outjogging it. Now, your left hand takes all
and moves it to Kirby, asking him to
remove “that face-down card from the
deck” and place it face down on the table.
“Right about here,” you suggest, pointing
to the spot on the table.
Here’s the really cool part. You point to the
spot on the table with your left hand. You’ll
naturally turn your hand palm down. This
flips the whole deck over, but the audience
doesn’t suspect this because they see the
familiar KD on top! Now, you can spread the
cards to show that all the cards were face up
except, of course, for that one and only facedown card that Kirby just removed. Be careful not to spread the last few cards or you will
reveal the other (now face down) KD. Pretty
slick, no?
Whether you try this with a memorized
deck or not, you can later use this deck for
other tricks since it is a normal deck. You can
choose to ditch the extra card anytime or just
keep it in the pack. No one will notice.
Subsequent research has revealed similar
approaches from the likes of Simon Aronson,
Mike Close, Darwin Ortiz, and Barrie
Richardson. I hope I haven’t slighted you if
you, too, have developed or published a similar version. I’ll give Sudo the credit here
because he showed this version to me!
Regardless, I urge you to give this a try.
Like me, you’ll quickly ditch the roughing
spray!
I’m not invisible to email at mbreggarmagic@gmail.com.
Scan the QR code below for a video
from Michael Breggar.

.
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Mr. Jennings Takes It Easy

Richard Kaufman. Available from kaufman.genii magazine.com. Oversized hardcover, 582 pages. $120.

Larry Jennings’ material has been the
bane of my existence for years. I have all his
books, but many of the descriptions in his
books are horribly written, often inaccurate,
or missing critical pieces of information and
perspectives. I finally just gave up, even
though the Pavarotti of the Pasteboards, as
Jennings was known, had some of the best
effects in card magic.
However, Kaufman has done the impossible. He has addressed all the issues that
drove me to distraction. Kaufman has organized the material in a progressive learning
sequence that starts with a simple pinky
break and builds on that. Using this method
of starting each section with a simple move
and expanding it with well-written directions, Kaufman has succeeded in making
over two hundred forty sleights and tricks
accessible to anyone, including me. In addition, the book includes fourteen hundred
photos taken by magic photographer extraordinaire, Julie Eng.
Kaufman works from material that he
began compiling in 1983, including hundreds of hours of audio cassette recordings
that Jennings sent to Kaufman from 1991 to
December 2021

Jennings’ passing in 1997. While there are
no culls, palms, or passes in the book, this is
not Jennings’ B-material. Instead, the book
includes some of his most famous effects.
Much of the material is what he performed at
The Magic Castle or taught his students but
is not widely known.
Jennings worked during the day as a
plumber and performed at The Magic Castle
at night. Later, he made audio recordings
and sent them to Kaufman. The exchanges
went on for a total of eight years. In Kaufman’s words, “I hear his voice, his labored
breathing, as he speaks softly…” The
recordings address some of the inaccuracies
in Jennings’ previously published material.
With Kaufman’s help, they clarified finger
and hand positions and other key presentation points and misdirection.
Some of the effects and sections that
caught my attention include “How to Spread
Cards and Conceal the Break.” “The Simplest Twist” is an effect in which each ace
flips from face down to face up. It’s simple to
learn, very visual, and quick to do. I found it
quickly engaged a spectator and allowed me
to go into one or two other tricks to create a
three-part set.
“The Rhythm Count” is an example of
Kaufman fixing a technique described in
Classic Magic. The description in Classic
Magic is not how Jennings actually performed it. It’s easier to do using Kaufman’s
explanation because the hand positions are
clearly shown in photos.
The book’s next trick, “Eye Popper,” is
often overlooked. First, the four kings are
shown and dropped on the table. After a
magical gesture, the cards are picked up,
counted, and shown to be aces. Try it, and I
bet it will make its way into your repertoire.
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“Simplex Visitor” is an effect based on Ed
Marlo’s “Any Time Face Up Switch” with a
Verdnase break. It is an easy move to learn
and can be used in several effects. Along
with classics like “Twisting the Aces,”
“Slow-Motion Ace Assembly,” and “Triumph for the Terrified,” it will add relatively
easy proven material to your set.
In a section called “Almost Solely Selfworking Effects” are several good effects,
but make sure you spend time on “Easy Intuition.” The spectator does most of the work
on this four-ace trick. Try substituting four
selected cards for the aces. Honestly, there
are just dozens of tricks or techniques in the
book that you will want to learn.
One thing to be aware of is that Jennings
could be rather crude and foul mouthed. To
present an accurate profile of Jennings,
Kaufman has elected to use quotes without
censoring or cleaning up what Jennings said.
Mr. Jennings Takes It Easy is one of Kaufman’s best efforts as an author. The selection
of material, the order of presentation, the
way Jennings’ sometimes muddled descriptions are cleaned up and clarified, and the
overall writing in the book are all exceptional. Kaufman sums the book up perfectly
when he writes, “Welcome to the Larry Jennings’ School of Magic. The headmaster is
deceased, but his knowledge has not departed. You hold it in your hands.” Thanks to
Kaufman, if I can learn to perform what is in
the book, so can you.
Highly recommended. Rolando Santos
Murky Manifestations

Mark Strivings. Email markyapril@aol.com or visit
your favorite dealer. 121 pages, 8.5'' x 11'', combbound, $60 book, $50 e-book.
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If you do any spooky, spirit, or bizarre
magic, you need this book, but be prepared,
it will convince you that you need many
more books. I’ve never seen another book
like this, so it’s hard to define. Mark Strivings has been performing magic full time for
over twenty-five years, wrote his first book
in 1994, and has published nearly forty
books. He started keeping a notebook
around the turn of the century that now contains over 1,400 references. Murky Manifestations is a snippet of those notes and
contains references to the arcane odd,
strange, and little-known secrets for the
weird and bizarre magician. Strivings has
eliminated anything involving electronics,
chemicals, assistants, stooges, or heavy construction projects. Also missing are effects
involving classics such as metal bending,
PK, slates, or pendulums because there is
considerable literature on those. What we
are left with are roughly seventy effects
described in enough detail to perform, along
with a reference to the original publication in
order to dig deeper. That alone is enough to
deserve (spoiler alert) a Highly Recommended review. But wait, there’s more!
After those hundred pages are another nineteen pages of bibliographic references.
While we obviously can’t go through all
seventy effects, here are a few of the subjects
which are discussed. “Thumps and Bumps”
covers spirit rapping, spirit knocks, taps,
pencil rapping, rapping hands, spirit bells,
and so on. Several effects require complete
darkness.
“The Fairy Goblet” is a full routine
requiring almost no props. Originally published in The Jinx, it runs three and a half
pages and includes original artwork. Many
of the effects and methods published here
are covered in a paragraph or two, but this
example shows that some are copied directly
from the original.
For those that like using the Out to Lunch
principle, several pages are devoted to various handlings that have been developed over
the years. Effects using business or blank
cards follow, giving more than enough
methods to meet whatever needs you have.
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Another section focuses on spirit photography and related methods of producing
images in a spooky manner. One of my
favorites in this section is Dan Harlan’s
“Under Covers from the Minotaur,” in
which the name of a card (or anything else
for that matter) appears after burning the
matches in a matchbook.
A great way to use this book is for inspiration. Open it to a random page, read an
effect, and decide how to modify it to fit
your persona and routine. If that doesn’t
work, another page will take you in a completely different direction. Or skim the
whole book and fill your head with new and
old ideas.
Finally, there is a twenty-page bibliography. Nine broad categories are listed, along
with an index of where to find those entries.
The main bibliography is listed by publication, of which there are thirty-seven. Some
just have a single entry (for example, New
Sorcerer, Vol. 1, #1 Octext, by Phil Goldstein), while entries from Oracle fill nearly a
page. The Linking Ring has twenty-one references while M.U.M. has twelve.
After the periodical listings come a hundred twenty book entries, many containing
several references. This is a spooky magic
book and reference library in one. It is
offered in both physical and electronic form.
I purchased the book and am sorry I didn’t
get the e-book version so that I could use a
search engine on it. I know that, if I have a
question regarding spooky or spirit work,
the answer can be found in this book, and
searching on a computer would be the quickest way to find it. However, as I pondered it,
I realized that searching the old-fashioned
way, page by page, will probably lead to a lot
more answers to questions that I didn’t even
think to ask. There is a lot of wheat and no
chaff here.
If nothing else, you really should request
the author’s catalog at the email listed above.
If you don’t find one or two items to order,
I’ll be surprised.
I wish there were books like this for other
magic genres.
Highly recommended. Fred Rosenbaum
December 2021

A Thought Well Stolen

Ben Harris. Wowbound.com. Available from Your
Favorite Dealer. Wholesale from Murphy’s Magic
Supplies. www.murphysmagic.com. $30.

A Thought Well Stolen is marketed as a
close-up card routine that combines the general idea of Any Card at Any Number with
Paul Curry’s Out of This World. A spectator
thinks of a card and then secretly notes the
position of that card in a deck which is dealt
face down. The magician divines the identity of that card and then, using a second deck,
demonstrates that he has positioned the card
matching the spectator’s selection at the
exact same position in the second deck. As a
second climax, the two decks are shown to
match in order, card for card.
This trick is simple to perform, although it
does require considerable preparation. Its
mind-reading first climax is deceptive and
surprising, and the second climax results in
an intriguing final picture. However, to my
mind, the procedure required to arrive at the
initial climax is quite busy. The magician
must count through a full deck of fifty-two
cards, and then the spectator and magician
must deal through part of their two decks
once again. Although the basic method
requires no sleight of hand, in order to be
truly deceptive, the performer must have
mastered at least a basic form of one or two
card-handling techniques.
At several points during the routine, there
are multiple stacks, packets, or spreads of
cards on the table. It could be a bit of a challenge to properly direct attention to the revelatory climax.
Just like many card routines marketed in
the past decade or so, this one claims to be a
form of Any Card at Any Number. However,
as with other versions, the “any number”
aspect is the weak link. The spectator does
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not choose a number. Rather, she has a number revealed to her through a position in the
deck. For many decades, a trick with such a
revelation was thought of as a form of a
spelling trick. It seems that a lot of magic creators feel a need to associate themselves with
the elusive Berglas effect when their basic
effect is strong enough without that claim.
This effect is easy to perform and has a
reasonably strong double climax. However,
it also has a busy procedure and a potentially
confusing final stage picture. While the
physical booklet has been out of print for
some time, the download includes a PDF of
the book, a video of a performance, and a
second version preferred by the trick’s
inventor, Ben Harris.
Recommended as noted. Dave Shepherd
Secret Successful Searching: A New
Technique for Magicians

Bob Loomis. Available from www.amazon.com. 392
pages, Paperback. $13.98.

There is nothing like digging around to
find an obscure magic manuscript or book
with that one trick that no one else is performing, stumps magicians, and engages a
lay audience. While we have all kinds of
information at our fingertips on the Internet,
slogging through pop-up ads, going to
promising search results that are clickbait,
and suffering the overload of data is just a
pain in the rump.
Bob Loomis has done all the hard work for
us in a stellar modern-day compilation of
magic literature and how to access it. Hundreds of references are broken down by
topic, such as apparatus, playing cards, use of
everyday items, gambling cheats, apparatus

construction, ESP, safety pins, and so forth.
Suppose you wanted to look at tricks
using stamps. Under a category called
“Stamps,” you would find about twenty-five
sources from Tarbell, The Phoenix, and T.A
Waters. The Waters’ entry reads, “The Encyclopedia of Magic and Magicians (1988),
page 317…John Brearly invented The
Stamp Album…in 1926,” so you have a
place to start and a secondary place to begin
a search, circa 1926 under Brearly. That’s
hours of Internet and antiquarian bookstore
file searches that Loomis’ book saved you
from doing.
Successful Secret Searching is a remarkable and impressive accomplishment of
research, writing, and organization that
rivals the famous and current standard for
magic research, Bart Whaley’s Who’s Who
in Magic. Loomis’s book is a dream come
true for those of you who are magic book
collectors or magic historians.
For those of you who like to solve mysteries, there is an index called Historical Problems. These are effects and anomalies for
which Loomis could not find definitive origins or with which there is a dispute concerning an effect’s creator. For example, did
Kline, Hughes, or Downs create Copenetro?
Did Roerberg or Albertini create the Ambitious Card? Was the Flustration Count, usually attributed to Hamman, created by
Houghton or someone else? Can you solve
the mystery?
All of us are guilty of lining up to buy the
latest and greatest trick. The problem with
that is that you are performing what everyone else is performing. Chances are pretty
good that the trick of the moment is based on
an old trick from an obscure book. As the
late Denny Haney used to say, “If you want a
new trick, look in an old book.” Why not
find that trick yourself and get ahead of the
crowd? Secret Successful Searching will
help you do that without wasting hours
doing Google searches. It’s a bargain at
$13.98 and belongs in your library.
Highly recommended. Rolando Santos
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The Secrets of Sigmund Fraud

Jim Magus. Available from www.lulu.com. Paperback.
152 pages. $30 + $5 shipping.

The Secrets of Dr. Sigmund Fraud will be
one of those sleeper books that most magicians will overlook and then wonder why
their colleagues are getting bookings and
they are not. The book is a hundred fifty-two
pages of history, effects, gags, and first-rate
material performed by Dr. Sigmund Fraud,
aka Terry Nosek, and effects by author Jim
Magus. It includes over thirty effects covering comedy, mentalism, and even some routines that can be used in bizarre and
storytelling magic.
The material is audience-tested during
fifty-five years of performing by one of this
era’s most well-liked and generous magicians. Concepts that Nosek developed and
shared with magicians in every field of
magic are still relevant and performed today.
Nosek pioneered comedy mentalism and, to
a significant degree, bizarre and storytelling
magic. He and the late Tony Andruzzi
cofounded the original and exclusive bizarre
event called “The Invocational,” where
modern bizarre magic was born.
Those who knew Nosek say he had a
knack for taking concepts and turning them
into audience-engaging pieces that had
nothing to do with their original purpose. An
example is the classic “No Gag,” which he
turned into a mentalism routine. In the original version, the performer writes something
on a card. Then, he asks the spectator if she
knows what he wrote. She says, “No.” Dr.
Fraud says, “I knew you would say that,”
and flips the card over to show the word
“No.” Nosek turned it into a pure mentalism
piece. Dr. Fraud would write something on
the back of a card. He would then ask a
December 2021

female spectator for her phone number, look
at the card, say, “That’s right,” and pocket
the card, promising to call her later. After
some byplay with the audience, he offered to
prove it. Dr. Fraud took the card out and
asked the spectator to tell the audience what
was written on the paper. It said, “My phone
number.” To the audience, it was a miracle.
“Telephone Miracle” is the ultimate con
since the audience had no way of knowing
there was no number there.
Other effects to check out are Nosek’s
versions of “The Princess Card Trick,” “The
Question Mark,” “Dr. Fraud uses No Brainers,” and “The Word.”
Author Jim Magus intersperses effects of
his own with Nosek’s material. Magus is a
top-notch performer in his own right and a
friend of Nosek’s. His tips offer some excellent routines as a way to reinforce Nosek’s
thinking or performance style.
It’s been fifteen years since magic lost one
of the most unassuming, brilliantly creative,
and overlooked gentlemen of magic. Terry
Nosek described himself as a comedy mentalist, but he was so much more than that. If
he were alive today, he would be known as an
influencer. In August 2003, Nosek’s accomplishments landed him on the cover of The
Linking Ring. In the article about him, Nosek
was described as “a magician, mentalist,
comic, and a fraud.” He proudly embraced
that description. As a result, every branch of
the magic community is better for it.
I hope you buy The Secrets of Dr. Sigmund Fraud so you can get to know this
extraordinary man. Or, maybe not. I’d like to
keep some of his material all to myself!
Recommended.
Rolando Santos

The Vault: Bertini Revolutionary Coin
Technique

Giacomo Bertini. Available from Your Favorite Dealer.
Wholesale from Murphy’s Magic Supplies.
www.murphysmagic.com. $15.

Giacomo Bertini is an amazing coin
magician, and these videos will provide
you with an opportunity to learn some new
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techniques and variations of standard routines. However, halfway through the first
video, I was about to give up on them. Disk 1
was shot with a hand-held camera at a live
lecture. Giacomo does not speak English,
and the entire disk has a translator which
interrupts the continuity of the performances
and makes the explanations difficult to follow. Since it was shot at a lecture, questions
voiced away from the microphone needed to
be translated into Italian, and then the
answers were translated into English. I
found learning these new techniques nearly
impossible. However, the second disk fixes
all those problems and makes it worth the
small investment.

My recommendation is to skip the first
video and go straight to the second. The routines are the same, and everything is much
easier to learn from the second video. The
only thing on the first video that is not on the
second is a performance of Bertini’s version
of the Ramsey Cylinder. It is a thing of beauty to watch, but no explanation is provided.
The rest of this review is for the second disk.
As stated, this is a stand-alone lecture. A
big improvement from the first video is that
the English voiceover was added after filming, making it much easier to follow. The
lighting and camera work are also much better. It starts with about seven minutes of
images from around Italy and then jumps
straight to a demo and description of the
“Pinky Load Technique.” This allows you to
show your hands empty and yet immediately produce a coin. Done properly, this is
completely angle proof. The move is not the
easiest to master, but even on the first couple
of attempts, I had some success, which I
found encouraging enough to continue
working at it. It is not as difficult as it seems,
102

and when done smoothly, it is completely
invisible.
“The Pinky Concealment” is covered
next. This allows you to quickly show both
hands empty and then produce a coin. It
builds on some of the work mastered in the
Pinky Load and takes it a step further.
“The Palm Shuffle,” or shift pass, uses
what you’ve already learned to invisibly
transfer a coin from classic palm in one hand
to classic palm in the other. Next up is “The
Pinky Steal,” which transfers a coin from
your closed fist to classic palm in the other
hand. After a few more variations with single coins, Bertini moves on to multiple coin
productions. He next teaches a very clean,
angle-proof shuttle pass.
Once the teaching of these techniques is
complete, we get into routines, starting with
“Revolutionary Spellbound.” As the name
implies, this involves showing a silver coin
and changing it to brass and back several
times. “Standup Coins Across” is pretty selfexplanatory. The beauty of this routine is
that only four coins are used without an extra
coin or shell.
“The Black Hole,” Version 1 2003, is
roughly the same Black Hole effect taught
on the first video, but it has a much better
explanation because it is not translated live.
The effect uses a circular piece of black fabric and four coins. The coins disappear and
reappear as they go in and out of the Black
Hole. It uses the cloth as a portable hole to
allow coins to go through the table with a
kicker ending.
Bertini’s version of Matrix is called “The
Florentine Assembly” and uses four coins
and two cards. The coins move around as
you would expect and ends with a jumbo
coin appearance. As with the rest of the routines, no gimmicks are used.
From the beginning of the magic, all you
ever see is a tabletop and two hands and
arms. It isn’t until the final four minutes of
the disk that you see a face and watch audience interaction. This section is titled
“Magic in Siena (Italy), December 2005,
For Jon Racherbaumer.” Filmed with a
handheld camera in a restaurant setting, it is
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an Italian presentation of several of the
effects taught on the disks.
I was unimpressed with the first video.
The presentation in Italian with immediate
English translation, poor lighting, and a
handheld camera made this hard to follow
and difficult to learn. Assuming the second
video was the same, I was ready to give this
a “Not Recommended” review. When I saw
the contents of the second video, I was pleasantly surprised. The camera work was much
improved, the lighting is great, and the English translation is much easier to follow. My
recommendation is to start with the second
video and then skip through the first one to
see if there is anything you really want to
learn. Recommended strictly because of the
second disk.
Fred Rosenbaum
Impossible 3

Yuxu. Available from Your Favorite Dealer.
Wholesale from Murphy’s Magic Supplies.
www.murphysmagic.com. $10.

Impossible 3 is a strong coin routine
video. It is only twenty-two minutes long,
but it is very detailed. It begins with Yuxu’s
presentation and follows with his tutorial.
The video is downloadable and well done.
The only problem for me is that there is no
spoken English. Yuxu is Vietnamese and

does not speak English, but he provides subtitles throughout the video. I found it best to
read the subtitles first and then back up the
video to watch his coin demonstration. It is
almost impossible to watch and read the
explanations at the same time.
Impossible 3 is essentially a three-coin
Transposition/Coins Across routine that utilizes a shell for the coins to magically
change place in the magician’s hands. It is
similar to other Coins Across tricks with different handling and coin maneuvering techniques. Some of the techniques are simple,
and some are more advanced. Yuxu has a
very interesting method in which he appears
to throw his coin from one hand to the other,
but he really doesn’t. His technique is a more
difficult and skillful maneuver than the usual
method. In his lecture, he uses a specially
marked coin shell that helps the magician
observer follow exactly what the video is
teaching.
Yuxu teaches “Circle Vanish” by Alex
Adler, “Spell Bound Positioning,” “One
Hand Vanish,” and a coin production. In
between the chapters, he shows a coin roll
but does not teach it. The video’s quality is
good and has a pleasant musical background. The camera angles are excellent,
and Yuxu shows the handling of the coins
from both the magician’s vantage point and
the spectator’s angle.
For ten dollars, I feel this is a good video
for a coin magician’s library. This coin trick
would be perfect for walk-around, close-up,
or street magic. It is ideal for any level of
magician from beginner to expert.
Recommended. Arnie Levin

Hocus in Focus welcomes products for review.
Send items to:
Hocus in Focus Reviews
11018 Anaqua Springs Road
Boerne, Texas 78006
Unsolicited items will not be returned unless accompanied by return postage
and a mailing label.
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ANDRES AGAN JR.
Andres “Nato” Agan Jr., 83, of Sun City,
Arizona, died August 30, 2021. He held
I.B.M. number 69020 and had been a
member since 2010.
He belonged to Ring
257. He served as a
Senior Master Sergeant in the Air Force
and had a career as an
Information Specialist
for the U.S. State
Department. He was a
member of Sons of
Norway, Filipino Veterans and Air Force
Vets, Vietnam Vets, and the Las Vegas
Magic Club. He is survived by his daughter, Andrea Hiege; brother, Nathan; sisters,
Marlene Manzano, Charlotte Agan-Paiva,
Brenda Okano, Laura Medeiros, Isabel
“Pudgie” Smith, Liberty “Lee” Rivera,
and Paula “PJ” Hall; two grandchildren;
and a large extended family.
JOHN McCLENAHAN
John McClenahan, 78, of Las Vegas,
Nevada, died July 31,
2021. He held I.B.M.
number 41101 and had
been a member since
1986. He was a member of Ring 257 and
the Order of Merlin
Shield
(thirty-five
years of continuous
membership). John
was born in Aurora,
Colorado, and attended high school in
Newark, Ohio, where he developed a life104

long interest in magic. John earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts from Ohio University in
1966, where he was a member of ROTC.
After graduation, John attended the US
Army Armor School in Ft. Knox, Kentucky, where he was awarded both the
basic and advanced Armor Office certifications. John served two tours of duty during the Vietnam War. For his service, he
was awarded the Army Commendation
Medal, the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry
Cross, and the Combat Infantry Badge. In
1978, Captain McClenahan retired from
the army and later became a lifetime member of the American Legion Post 76. In
1981, he earned his Bachelor of Science in
hotel management from UNLV and an
Associate of Applied Science in casino
technology. John worked in hotel management at different locations around the
United States, and in 1997, he retired to
Las Vegas. In Las Vegas, John’s passion
for magic blossomed. He and his wife,
Joan, performed as Dr. and Mrs. Magic,
becoming mainstays of the Las Vegas volunteer corps. Their work at Sunrise Children’s Hospital, Summerlin Hospital,
University Medical Center, and with the
Metropolitan Police Department brought
comfort, compassion, and education to
countless members of the Las Vegas community. John’s dedication to those in need
earned him the 2015 National Frist
Humanitarian Award. He served as president of Ring 257 and I.B.M. Territorial
Vice President for Nevada. He was also a
member of the Society of American Magicians, the Fellowship of Christian Magicians, and All Saints Episcopal Church,
where he served on the vestry.
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EDWARD A. MORRIS
Edward A. Morris, 96, of San Francisco,
California, died October 16, 2021, while
near his island home in
Fiji. He held I.B.M.
number 33828 and had
been a member since
1979. He was a member of the Order of Merlin Shield (thirty-five
years of continuous
membership) and Ring
28. He served as International President of
I.B.M. from 1988-1989. Born in Springfield, Illinois, Morris served as a navigator in
the Air Force during World War II. He
attended the University of California-Santa
Barbara and went on to law school at the
University of California-San Francisco. He
served as alumni president of the university
and as a regent. A senior partner in the law
firm of Bronson, Bronson & McKinnon, Ed
specialized in construction litigation. He
wrote several books, including The Demagogue’s Disease, which was about career
politicians around the world and was published in 1979. He won at least one trial by
performing magic for the jury. As detailed in
the April 1985 issue of The Linking Ring, Ed
performed a Slydini rope routine to demonstrate how even experts could be fooled if
they didn’t look past the surface of construction materials. He won the verdict.
Ed, together with Past International Presidents Jeffrey Atkins and Tony Shelley,
designed and bought the I.B.M.’s Chain of
Office, such as worn by the Lord Mayor of
London and by royalty. It weighs over four
pounds. Engraved on its gold panels are the
names of over fifty previous International
Presidents and dates they held office. The
Chain was made with fifty additional links
and spares for subsequent Past International
Presidents.
Ed became interested in magic after buying a Svengali deck from a pitchman at a
state fair and began ordering effects from
mail order magic catalogs. Elected as a
member of the I.B.M. Executive Committee
December 2021

in 1984, Ed served on various committees,
including Chairman of the I.B.M. Ethics &
Grievance Committee, Legal Advisor,
Chairman of the Insurance Committee, a
member of the International Relations Committee, the TVP Nominations Committee,
and the Ring Coordinator Committee. During his tenure as International President, Ed
enjoyed travelling around the world to visit
I.B.M. Rings in remote countries. He and
Betty loved to travel, and they spent many
weeks on cruise ships where Ed gave inspirational talks to the guests and performed
magic. Ed and his wife Betty had six children. They owned part of an island in Fiji,
which was their South Sea retreat for about
three months a year.
Ed and Betty had gone to their Fiji home
in February 2020, but they had been
marooned there since, with the international
airport in Fiji shut down for Covid. While
they had hoped to return sooner, they truly
loved their island home and the special
world they had created there nearly fifty
years ago. Ed died shortly after swimming in
the ocean, which was doing what he loved,
in the place he loved the best.
PATRICIA A. MOSSEY
Patricia A. Mossey, 88, of Wauwatosa,
Wisconsin, died November 7, 2021. She
held I.B.M. number
59058 and had been a
member since 1998.
She was an associate
member and belonged
to Ring 41, which was
named after her late
husband and I.B.M.
International President
Dr. Richard “Doc”
Mossey. Pat was an
I.B.M. First Lady during Richard’s term as
International President from 1965-1966.
She attended Marquette University, where
she attained her degree in dental hygiene.
She is survived by son, Terrence (Julie)
Turzinski; daughter, Carrie (Steven) Bahr;
and stepdaughter, Anita Mossey; along with
four grandchildren and a great grandchild.
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MELVIN B. SIEGEL
Melvin B. Siegel, 78, of Evanston, Illinois, died October 16, 2021. He held
I.B.M. number 34964
and had been a member since 1989. He was
a member of Ring 43
and belonged to the
Order of Merlin (twenty-five years of continuous membership).
Mel became interested
in magic at age fortysix and spent countless hours practicing
sleights, reading books, watching videos,
attending lectures, and learning from other
magicians. Eventually, he discovered
magic conventions, and they became one
of his favorite activities. Mel was a pharmacist, a committed advocate for Israel,
and a devoted member of the Jewish faith.
Survivors include his two sons, Jason R.
Siegel and Eric P. Siegel, and his life partner, Linda Neustad.

puter programmer and
was a former deacon at
Raritan Valley Baptist
Church. Eugene was
past president of Ring
200 and also belonged
to the Society of
American Magicians.
He taught magic at
Middlesex County Community College
summer programs and the Edison Afterschool Program. Eugene volunteered at the
Bristol Myers Squibb Children’s Hospital
in New Brunswick and the Lyons VA Hospital in Lyons. He was a hypnotherapist
and enjoyed photography. He is survived
by his wife of forty-one years, Kathleen
(Bottazzi); daughters, Diantha SoucekOrland, Jean Soucek-Orland (Mike),
Cristin Soucek-Watts, and Jennifer
Soucek-Mason (Lowell); six grandchildren; brother, Charles Soucek, sister, Florence Metzger; and a large extended
family.

EUGENE R. SOUCEK
Eugene R. Soucek, 83, of Edison, New
Jersey, died March 16, 2021. He held
I.B.M. number 63385 and had been a
member since 2002. He was a member of
Ring 200. Eugene was born in Elizabeth,
New Jersey, and moved to Edison more
than forty years ago. He worked as a com-

Please take the time to send us a short
note and copy of any obituary notice. Don’t
let a fellow magic lover slip away without
notice. Send a short note and copy of any
obituary notice to Editor or Headquarters
Office. Addresses on page 4. Thanks.

When a Magic Friend Dies

Parade Contributions Wanted
From Rings and Individuals
Sharing your original magic in a Parade builds your reputation, establishes your contributions to the art, and adds value to our journal. Getting published also means your work will be considered for a Linking Ring Award.
Names of winners are announced at the Annual I.B.M. Convention and
published in The Linking Ring. Submit your Parade or individual tricks to
the Executive Editor at editor@magician.org
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Reports must be received by the 15th of each month to appear in the second following issue (for example, your January report will be published in March or April). Please e-mail reports to ringreports@magician.org with “Ring Reports” in the subject heading. You will receive confirmation of receipt. Reports of
excessive length may be edited to meet space requirements. Please notify the reports editor, Dr. Steven
Schlanger at ringreports@magician.org, if changes need to be made to your Ring report headings (such
as changes in officers' names, addresses, or times of meetings).

RING 1, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI – Spirit of St. Louis

Meets 1st Wed. of month, Dielman Recreation Center, 11400 Olde Cabin
Rd., Creve Coeur, MO 63141 / Web Site: www.IBMRing1.com
ALAN ZIBITS., Secretary / E-mail: Alan.a.zibits@boeing.com
532 Dartmouth Crossing, Wildwood, MO 63011

Ring 1 members were thrilled, the Ring met in
person again on October 6. Scott Smith, the president was ill, so D. J. Lenz, the Vice President led
the meeting. Announcements were made and then
several members performed packet tricks. The
members really enjoyed the tricks performed by
Terry Richison, D. J. Lenz, Steve Finkelstein, and
John Davit.
After the conclusion of the packet tricks, the flea
market began. Members could reserve a table at no
cost to sell their magic; however, non-members
were allowed to attend and also purchase items.
The following members set up tables: Terry
Richison (who brought lots of playing cards (all
different kinds and some were even decks that Tom
made) that belonged to Tom Westerheide, Steve
Finkelstein, Trudy and Harry Monteith (Monti),
Steve Buesking, Steve Zuehlke, Steve Dick, Tom
Reilly, Steve Epner, and Brian Styles. Steve
Finkelstein donated five boxes of magic for a silent
auction. Most of the magic was new and consisted
of really popular items. Mike McClure, a Board
member who lives in Chester, Illinois, attended
and won four of the five boxes at the silent auction.
He was thrilled! These treasures will certainly keep
him busy for a long time.
Jerome (Jerry) Novack was a longtime member
of Ring 1. He passed away in March of 2020. His
obituary noted that he was a business owner, magician, comedian, actor, and impersonator. When
Sandy Weis joined Ring 1, Jerry was one of the talented magicians who was always sharing magic
with her. She was recently given hundreds of
magic VHS tapes that he had collected. Many of
the tapes featured famous magicians of the past.
However, most people do not have VHS machines
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anymore, so they were not interested in them. Also,
she was given many of his old issues of The
Linking Ring and other magazines. She set up a
table at the auction with the tapes and magazines
with a note stating that all proceeds would be
donated to Shriners Hospital St. Louis (one of his
favorite charities). By the end of the evening, all
the tapes and magazines were gone and over one
hundred dollars will be donated to Shriners
Hospital.
Dan Todd shared the following: “My first live
magic show in almost two years was at the Chess
Club performing chess themed magic. Last
Saturday was my second live show which was at
St. Lucis UCC, where Reverend Carol is now at.
S.A.M. Assembly 8 used to hold their meetings at
Mount Tabor UCC on Arsenal when Reverend
Carol was there. I used to perform my ‘Cash or
Cans’ magic show for them, as well as at the St.
Louis Community Center on Arsenal. People
could see a magic show by donating canned goods
which were given to food pantries or give cash
which was donated to the host church or community center. Since Reverend Carol knew me from her
previous church she invited me to perform at St.
Lucis. The strolling style show was met with
enthusiasm by young and old alike. People had
phone cameras out and I could hear one pulling out
a phone saying, ‘I’ve got to get this!’ Lots of new
faces, but many remember me coming to their
chapel to invite them to various magic shows over
the years. I was happily performing Hernando the
world’s strongest flea, making an elephant vanish
with Back Stage, Barry Mitchell’s light heavy box,
and so much more. Performing online was nice,
but nothing beats a live show!”
Jill Schmidt (Silly Jilly) shared the following:
She recently performed a magic show at the
Batchtown Fall Festival which is located in
Calhoun County, Illinois. This was her first visit to
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Calhoun County, and she loved it. Originally, the
organization requested that she make balloon animals only. However, she suggested that she can
also perform a magic show. She was well received.
Some of the comments on Facebook are as follows, ‘My kids are still quoting Silly Jilly Lines!
They loved it!’ and ‘It was such a joy to hear the
kids squealing with delight. They were having
such a great time!’” She is hoping the festival
invites her back next year.
Michael W. McClure shared, “September in St.
Louis continued to offer magical opportunities following our Ring 1 tribute to the careers of Harry
Monti and John Apperson at our regular monthly
meeting. It was a rewarding experience to be able
to attend (with the proper precautions, of course) a
live magic event. On Saturday, Sept. 18, J.
Scheidegger Center of Lindenwood University
played host to America’s largest touring magic
show, Masters of Illusion! The popular CW network production featured the talents of three
skilled magicians. Rob Lake is a celebrated illusionist that has appeared worldwide to sold-out
audiences. He became the youngest in history to
receive the coveted Merlin Award and augments
his entertainment career as a consultant for TV
series, films, and some of today’s most famous
magicians. He was followed by the unique performances of Dan Sperry, ‘the Anti-Conjuror.’ He
is the only illusionist to ever be awarded the title of
‘most original magician’ on FOX’s World Magic
Awards. Our state of Missouri was represented
well, as the final performer was Kansas City’s Tom
Burgoon. His unique blend of comedy and magic
has been showcased from coast to coast and has
brought about his selection in 2008 by Magic
Magazine as one of the top comic magicians in the
world. I am indeed honored to be the proud owner
of his “Timmy the Toilet Paper” co-star that was
introduced during that night’s production. If you
have not seen Tom (and Timmy) in action, be certain to not miss your next opportunity (or at least
Google search this talented comic). Several members of our Ring 1 attended the event, as did a considerably large audience. It is heart-warming to see
how magic is still very much alive in the minds of
our neighbors.
Our October Ring 1 meeting did not disappoint,
as twenty-seven brothers and sisters of the art
assembled for a “Packet Trick” themed night,
which was followed by an enormous flea market
and silent auction. Thanks to the generosity of
Sandy Weis, Terry Richison, Steve Finkelstein and
other vendors, I witnessed an incredibly stunning
trick, my money disappeared! Thank goodness I
still had room in my van to accommodate both my
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wife and me (and I’ll leave it to the reader’s imagination who/what might have been left behind).
As our evolving magic themed tabletop game
begins to take shape, I am seeking the advice of all
aficionados of the art. Our goal is to pay homage to
the great legends of magic, the masters of illusionary feats that have shaped and influenced the captivating craft we all relish. I have attached a list of the
magicians already being considered, but desperately need wiser eyes to look over the listing and
add those ‘late greats’ I might be missing. Due to
the nature of the project, any magician must have
passed away prior to 1999 in order to be considered. Any input would be greatly appreciated, and
your thoughts may be emailed to watson7654321
@gmail.com.
Master magicians (who died before 2000), who
is missing? Adelaide Herrmann, Alexander
Herrmann, Angelo Lewis ‘Prof. Hoffman,’ Anna
Eva Fay, Benjamin Rucker ‘Black Herman,’
Cardini, Charles Joseph Carter, Chee Ling Qua
‘Ching Ling Foo,’ Claude Alexander Conlin
‘Alexander,’ Dai Vernon, Ed Marlo, Ellen
Armstrong, Georges Melies, Harry August Jansen
‘Dante,’ Harry Kellar, Harry Blackstone Jr., Harry
Blackstone Sr., Harry Houdini, Howard Thurston,
Jasper Maskelyne, Jean-Eugene Robert-Houdin,
Jean Hugard, Johann Hofzinser, John Randall
Brown, John Watkins Holden, Joseph Dunninger,
Max Malini, P. C. Sorcar, Richard Potter, Theodore
Annemann, Theodore Hardeen, Thomas Nelson
Downs, Tobias Bamberg ‘Okito,’ and Tony
Slydini.”
The Close-up Magic Contest will be held during
the November meeting. Steve Finkelstein is in
charge since he won the contest previously. Steve
has been anxious for the contest to actually be
scheduled. At every board meeting since the pandemic began, Steve has tried various ways to still
have the contest. The Board even considered having it on Zoom with no audience members.
However, the meeting location only recently
opened back up. Rules and guidelines have been
distributed to members and all he needs now is for
contestants to sign up. Members thoroughly enjoy
this yearly contest and are thrilled that it is actually
happening in November.
Trudy and Harry Monteith shared the following:
they are looking forward to the Ken Klosterman
Collection Auction. A catalog is available online
and it is the first auction of his magic collection. It
states more options will follow. Also, they shared
that Neil Patrick Harris is producing a newsletter
titled Wondercade. It will include some magic
along with other subjects. It sounds interesting.
Sandy Weis just signed up to receive it.
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At the end of the evening, Steve Zuelke and
Steve Buesking surprised Sandy Weis. They gave
her a “magic” carrying case filled with magic
books and also magic tricks. Sandy can’t thank
them enough for all the books and magic they have
given to her.
Sandy Weis

RING 2, YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO –
Filips-Tutter-Doeright Ring

Meets 7:30 pm 2nd Fri., Valley Christian Church, 7155 Glenwood Ave.,
Youngstown, OH
PETER LUCKE, Secretary
E-mail: IBMring2Youngstown@me.com

Our October meeting was opened by Vice
President Ray White. The following Ring 2 members and friends were present: Warren, and Susan
Campbell, Fritz and Janice Coombs, Tom Craven,
Barbara Gabriel, James and Eric Killmeyer, Peter
Lucke, and Ray White.
Opening the evening’s magic was Fritz Coombs
with Magic Chinese Sticks. Fritz began our
Halloween theme by reciting part of Poe’s poem
“The Raven.” He then described receiving a mysterious package on his doorstep. Opening the package revealed two sticks with tassels attached. Fritz
continued by demonstrating what happens when
the tassels are raised and lowered.
James Killmeyer continued with an “Ambitious
Card” effect. As James riffled the deck Warren
said, “Stop,” selecting the 10C. James then put the
card back, shuffled and cut the deck. He said the
top card should be the 10C, but it was not, it was the
8D. James then placed the card in Tom’s hand and
asked him to cover it with his other hand and to
imagine it transforming into the 10C. When Tom
later uncovered the card, it was now the 10C.
James took back the card, lost it by shuffling and
cutting the deck. Then giving the deck an upward
toss, one card flew up to the ceiling and fell down,
it was the 10C. Lastly James asked Susan the name
of the card printed on his card box, also the 10C.
Tom Craven performed “Halloween Card
Trick” by giving instructions to James. Tom began
by giving James a deck of cards and asking him to
shuffle and cut the deck. James was instructed to
deal cards to the table while spelling HALLOWEEN CARD TRICK. Tom asked James to
place one to five of the dealt cards into his pocket.
He then instructed James to remember the top card
of the remaining pack and place it to the side on the
table. Then James was instructed to deal the same
number of cards as he had in his pocket onto the
selected card, and to place the small pack on top of
the larger packet. Finally, Tom instructed James to
pick up the pack and deal cards from top to bottom
while spelling OCTOBER THIRTY FIRST. Tom
concluded by asking James for the name of his
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card, it was the Queen of Hearts, and that was the
top card of the deck.
Ray White’s effect involved a small guillotine
similar to those used in the French Revolution. He
began by asking Janice to hold a box for him. To
demonstrate the guillotine, Ray stuck a candle in it
and chopped it in half. He then stuck his hand in the
guillotine and appeared to chop it off. Ray then
asked Janice to open the box, inside was a bloody
hand. Ray took the hand and reattached it to his
arm.
Susan Campbell performed a card effect with
the assistance of Janice. Susan began by having
Janice deal the cards into four piles on the table.
Susan asked Janice to pick two of the piles, and
Susan Faro Shuffled the two together. This was
repeated with the remaining two piles. The two
shuffled piles were next Faro Shuffled together
into a final deck of cards. Janice was asked to deal
the deck into two piles, and Susan proceeded to
Faro Shuffle them together. To conclude Susan
dealt sixteen cards in a vertical row on the left side
of the table. Then she dealt two horizontal rows of
ten cards in the middle, and finally the remaining
cards in a vertical row to the right side. The two
horizontal rows contained ten red cards and ten
black cards. The left side column had all red cards,
and the right-side column of cards were all black.
Concluding the evening’s magic Peter Lucke
performed a crystal cylinder effect. His performance was accompanied by spooky music; “Night
on Bald Mountain” by Mussorgsky. Peter removed
two metal cylinders to reveal a clear crystal cylinder inside. He then placed three silks into the clear
cylinder. Finally, he replaced the metal cylinders,
and as the music played he removed them again
revealing the crystal cylinder now contained
Halloween candy and some small plastic skulls.
Peter Lucke

RING 6, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA –
Delaware Valley Conjurers Club

Meets 2nd Monday, each month, 7:30 p.m., Wallingford Community Arts
Center, 414 Plush Mill Rd., Wallingford, PA 19086
DAVE KELLY, Acting Recording Secretary
Web site: www.ibmring6.com

It’s great to be meeting in person again! We ran a
quick business meeting to nominate officers for
next year, and to approve a new set of bylaws that a
dedicated committee has been working on for the
past two years. Two big events coming this winter:
Holiday/Christmas dinner and show at Casey’s
Restaurant in Drexel Hill on December 23rd; John
Bannon virtual lecture via Zoom for all fully paid
members in January. Details on both will be shared
in November.
Marc DeSouza was able to act as auctioneer and
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teacher for our annual auction of magic. Our last
auction was held in March 2020, the week that the
shutdowns began! Having Marc as auctioneer
insured that everyone who had items for sale got
the top prices. Marc’s extensive knowledge of
magic make any auction that he runs a fun and educational night. For each item or lot, Marc gave
background on the effects, who originated the
effects, and how useful they are. A set of ten inch
linking rings and a pristine “What’s Next” by
Tenyo needed no sales pitch – they are standard,
usable props. A rare Rocky Racoon was sold for
thirty dollars. A 1929 edition of a book by Harry
Houdini went for fifty dollars to one of our collectors, and a set of silks that included two large
“Good Night!” silks and a thirty-three-foot streamer brought in fifty dollars.
Marc described and sold several nice DVDs of
various routines. A mini silk caddy and silk frame
combo went for a low thirty-five dollars. A book
collection of David Ginn magic sold for twentyfive dollars. Tom Ewing donated a few items for
the auction with these proceeds going straight into
the treasury.
Reba Strong acted as runner, delivering all items
to the winning bidders, and collecting the payment.
Jim Capobianco was banker, who did a great job of
keeping track of all of the sales.
By night’s end, Marc had auctioned off six hundred eighty-five dollars of magic bargains. The
club takes a ten percent fee, and with items donated, we realized a profit of one hundred dollars. It
was a great night of bargains and learning about
magic. Thank you, Marc DeSouza, auctioneer
extraordinaire!
Dave Kelly

RING 9, ATLANTA, GEORGIA – Georgia Magic Club

Meets 3rd Mon. of month, 7:00pm, Mt. Vernon Presbyterian Church,
471 Mount Vernon Hwy, Sandy Springs, GA
Ring 9 Website: www.gamagicclub.com
BILL PACKARD, Secretary / Email: billpackardmagic@gmail.com

Another virtual meeting and hopefully our last.
TIP Lecture: Sean Ridgeway (Death to the Double
Undercut). Sean claims that the usual use of the
Double Undercut (to control a selected card from
the center to the top) is not naturally motivated. If a
card is inserted and “lost” in the middle of the deck,
why visibly cut the deck at all? Sean demonstrated
several alternative controls, most of which are his
original handlings: Losing Control (Lee Asher,
which displays the card in the center and uses a
Reverse Spread to cover a Pass along with an upjog for retention), Riffle Control (another Pass covered by turning over the deck), Swing Cut Control
(a fake Swing Cut that retains the original order),
Turnover Pass (with an added up-jog for a retention of vision), and Casual Control (variation of the
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Losing Control which moves the selected card to
the bottom). The last one inspired Past
International President Joe M. Turner to come up
with an improved handling.
Business Meeting: President Eric Schuster welcomed thirty attendees, including newest member
Rob Rutherford and four guests. An archive of Ring
Reports, including Ring 9’s, is now available at the
I.B.M. website (magician.org). Acknowledgment
was given to recent passing of past I.B.M.
International President and fifty-year 4F organizer
Obie O’Brien, one-time local magician and Fool
Us contestant Christopher Camp (a.k.a.
Christopher Tracy), and Canadian magician and
radio pioneer Allan Slaight. Mention was made of
scheduled September/October events, including
(I.B.M. International President) Ken Scott’s
Atlanta Harvest of Magic, a magic virtual meet-up,
the Annual Auction, and the fall issue of the
Equinox. The Ring 9 Store is now live, with shirts,
mugs, and many other products with Ring 9 and
Georgia Magic Club logos at https://www.gamagicclub.com/store. I.B.M. Executive Committee
member Mike Dunagan will have Ring 9 bookmarks and recruiting cards available to promote
and distribute at the Atlanta Harvest. Nominations
for 2022 officers were received. Joe M. Turner
clarified the purpose of the new Ring 9 Circle of
Honor Program. Points will be tallied, and end-ofyear awards will be given to sustaining members
and those who give contributions, participation,
and service to the Georgia Magic Club.
Performing for Membership: Don Wood presented a packet trick in which the four aces kept
changing locations, then used the cards as covers
for a “Coin Matrix” routine. Rob Fragnito performed a “Chop Cup” routine combined with a
shot glass and a surprise lime load, crediting an old
issue of Genii Magazine as his source.
Theme Performers (Labor Day Magic): Joe M.
Turner inserted and passed a selected card through
the deck, causing its back to change color, as well
as the rest of the deck shortly afterward. Steve
Langston tore a quarter corner off a selected card
and discarded it, then tore another quarter and
restored it to the card backwards, then caused the
piece to visually move from the corner to the center
of the card, finally displaying it as an Impossible
Object. “Memory Man” Eric Schuster gave several
demonstrations to prove his ability to memorize an
entire deck of cards, including finding a named
four-of-a-kind by position and the identity of a single card that had been previously removed. Sean
Ridgeway proved that he influenced the naming of
a freely selected card by showing that it was the
only card marked on the back. Lynn Fox caused a
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rope to fray at a point indicated by a spectator, crediting K.C. Roberts for teaching him the Dr. Sawa
trick. Mystic Slybaba demonstrated his apparent
ability to Center Deal by placing the four aces into
different parts of the deck and appearing to deal the
four aces off the top of the deck.
Guest Jamey Evans showed several Amazing
Jonathan gags (Stretching Tongue, Sawing a Doll
in Half, Snake in the Box) and performed a
“Linking Rings” routine with juggling rings! We
were unsure if it was simply a gag which we didn’t
understand or if there was a technical problem as
Darryl Berman raised a scarf and disappeared from
his Zoom screen temporarily (Darryl admitted to
me it was both – we couldn’t see the gag because he
stepped on his webcam cord), but he later presented a “Color Monte” variation with a Wizard of Oz
theme.
President’s Spot: Giveaway winners were Steve
Langston (Daryl’s “Ultra Monte”), Mystic Slybaba
(Double Cross), Stan Konter (Revolutionary Card
Magic), Rocky Smith (“Royal Magic Wild Cards”),
Merritt Ambrose (also “Royal Magic Wild Cards”),
and Greg Lax (“Card Ascend”).
Don Wood and Rob Fragnito were accepted into
the Georgia Magic Club (congratulations!), and
the Coveted Royal Blue Pin for September will be
sent to Mystic Slybaba.
Bill Packard

RING 12, BUFFALO, NEW YORK –
Gene Gordon – Karl Norman Ring

Meets 1st Mon. each month at the Screening Room Cinema & Café, 3131
Sheridan Dr., Amherst, NY. Web site/E-mail: Ring 12.org
BOB GECKLER, Secretary,
485 Pine St., Lockport, NY 14094 / (716) 434-5644

On October 4th, we had our lecture. Another
great lecture from across the pond. This lecture was
Wayne Fox. He began just sitting, talking, and
shuffling cards, then all of a sudden, the cards were
all in a closed box. An impressive way to get our, or
a spectator’s attention.
There were many card effects, a new look at
“Three-Fly,” and thumb tip effects.
Wayne Fox also talked about always being prepared for when someone asks for an off the cuff
effect. The effect should be well practiced but look
unpracticed. So much to learn.
Unfortunately, there were no physical items to
buy, but he had some excellent downloads. It was,
yet another, great Ring 12 lecture. Shlomo Birkan

RING 13, PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA – Tampa Ring

Meets 1st Thu., 8:00pm Ritter’s Diner, 5221 Baum Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA
MARK ZAJICEK, Secretary / E-mail: mtz@sei.cmu.edu
Web site: www.ibmring13.org

In October, we met online during our regular
meeting night, and several members planned to get
together for dinner and an in-person meeting on the
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third Thursday of the month at one of the local
Eat’n Park restaurants. We accepted nominations
for our Ring officers for 2022, with our elections to
be held during our November meeting.
Ring President Dan Kamin emceed our
evening’s performances with a suggested theme of
“the first magic trick that I ever learned or performed.”
Adrien Pierard performed “Dr. Daley’s Last
Trick,” making the red aces change places with the
black aces. Adrien later showed four black cards
alternating with four red cards. Adrien dealt the
cards onto the table to show that the black cards
had separated from the red cards.
Peter Salva performed the “Jumping Rubber
Band” from The Magic Handbook by Peter Eldin,
making a rubber band wrapped around his index
and middle fingers instantly jump to his third and
fourth fingers. Peter also talked about Paul Curry’s
“Out of This World,” which he had learned from
the book, then Peter performed Paul Curry’s
“Linked,” draping two ropes over his shoulders,
pulling the centers around his neck, and causing
the ropes to link while the ends remained visible.
Eric Meredith performed a card trick where he
instructed someone to spread some cards and turn
them face up on top of the deck, and then repeat
that move again, and then spread the cards once
more to find the first face down card. Eric was able
to predict that card. Eric later showed how he could
switch his camera inputs hands-free by using a foot
pedal. Eric demonstrated how he could shuffle a
deck to make a selected card turn face up in the
deck while also making all the other cards return to
new deck order.
Levi talked about the first time he tried to perform an effect with an Invisible Deck, and he
shared a tip on how to load the deck in the box to
always know which sides were the even and odd
cards.
Ted Knoblach showed a small cube with different colored spots on each side, and Ted made the
spots change colors with just a little shake. Ted also
talked about the Tarbell Course in Magic, Volume
1, which was the first book that he bought with that
cube at James Swoger’s House of Enchantment.
Mark Zajicek remarked that he, too, had bought
that same edition of Tarbell Volume 1 during his
first visit to Swoger’s shop back in the 1970s.
Dan Kamin described a paddle trick set that he
once owned and that he was interested in finding
again. Dan later showed the rubber pencil illusion,
waving a standard pencil and making it appear to
bend. Dan followed that by making the pencil
appear to stick to his open palm.
Alan Fisher talked about his version of the first
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paddles that he ever had, and then Alan performed
an effect with Buddha Papers, showing a set of
three sheets of paper folded inside one another,
with the inner paper bearing the image of a rabbit in
a top hat. Alan refolded the papers, gave then a
shake, and when he opened them, the rabbit had
disappeared from the inner paper.
Mike Catanzarito showed a brass tube with a cap
and three colored gems, which he would give to a
spectator. No matter which gem was placed inside
the tube and sealed, Mike could divine that color.
Mike Strough folded a dollar bill into an S shape
and attached two paper clips on each end. Mike
pulled on the ends of the bill to cause the paper
clips to jump off and link with each other.
Mark Tierno showed a thumb tip that contained
a color-changing LED light that was powered by a
USB-rechargeable battery. Mark also talked about
a ball and vase set that was his first magic trick.
Adrien showed us a nine-year-old video of himself performing a ball manipulation routine.
Adrien, Peter, and Levi showed and discussed several different playing card deck cases to protect
their cards and boxes. Adrien also showed some
additional rubber band tricks in which the bands
appeared to penetrate his fingers and his hand.
Wishing you and your loved ones a happy,
healthy, and magical holiday season, and a happy
new year!
Mark Zajicek

RING 16, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE –
Society of Memphis Magicians

Meets 1st Tue., 7:00pm Memphis Botanic Gardens, 750 Cherry Rd.
KATHY KALAGIAS, Secretary
Web sites: www.ring16.org / www.ring16magic.com

The members that were present were Joey
Butler, Bill Canaday, Jeffrey Day, Paul Frankel,
Doug Green, Hayes Hora, Martin Seiler, Grayson
Smith, Dr. Jon Stanford, and Mike Waits.
Doug Green talked about his Masterclass that
he will be presenting in November in Las Vegas.
We are all very excited about this, including Doug
of course. He also mentioned his attendance at the
Magic & Meaning. There were many who were at
this meeting that performed some magic. One who
was in attendance, who was not a magician, was
Hayes Hora. He is a journalist and editor of The
Collierville Living Magazine. Jeffrey Day is featured in the November issue.
And by the way, since Mr. Hora is not a magician, he was “picked on” to be the spectator for
everyone’s trick. Martin Seiler performed
“Clairvoyance,” a very mystical tarot card trick
that was well received. Doug Green performed
“Not a Card Trick” using Hayes as his assistant. Dr.
Jon Stanford performed “Red Hot Mama.”
Grayson Smith performed his “My Two Favorite
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Ropes” trick, which always brings a smile. Paul
Frankel performed, “Hot Kiss” with Hayes as his
blushing assistant (you had to be there). Jeffrey
Day performed “Royal Scam” and “Four Card
Monte.” And finally, Joey Butler performed
“C.I.B.” (Card in Bag). It was his first time performing it after practicing it while in the hospital! It
was a success! Thank you, Joey!
If you are going to be in the Memphis area and
would like to attend our Ring 16 meeting, contact
any one of our officers to get details of time and
place. You can go to our website by going to
www.ring16magic.com. Once there, you can get all
kinds of information regarding lectures, meetings,
and magic jams.
Jeffrey Day

RING 17, TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA –
The Sid Lorraine Hat and Rabbit Club

Meets 1st Mon., 7:00 pm. at St. George on Yonge Angelican Church,
5350 Yonge St., Toronto. Ontario (except July and August)
Web Site: www.ibmring17.org
BOB TAYLOR, Secretary

Toronto’s Ring 17 kicked off its eightieth season
this September. The event featured a lecture by Javi
Benítez, and introduction of new club President
David Peck, a member of over forty years, seasoned leader, storyteller, and advocate for magic.
Javi Benítez’s “The Voice of Amazement” lecture highlighted four areas of the creative process:
imagining, engineering, composing, and exposing,
and offered members a rich blend of thoughtful
insights tied to both theory and practice to help to
generate wonder. He reminded us that sometimes
less is more when it comes to technique, to be as
natural as possible, that we should focus on the
magic gesture and that meaningful presentations
should be central to all our work. He advocated on
behalf of Tamariz’s notion of “memory hooks” and
that we should work hard to include strong
moments that would make our audience remember
our routines. Sound, thoughtful advice.
Highlights of his generous lecture ranged from
beautiful sleight of hand, through to his celebrated
“Scrambled Cards” and delightful “Gypsy
Thread” which he calls “El Hilo.” His own creation, “The Smooth Palm” knocked our socks off.
He talked a great deal about the experience of
magic and clearly created a memorable one for
Ring 17 as we started the year off right.
“What if kids ruled the world?” asked Mario the
Maker Magician at Toronto’s Ring 17 October lecture event. There is a sort of magic in a child-like
imagination, and inspiring magic can be developed
when you choose to let yourself “create what you
imagine.” Engaging and relevant storytelling and
illusions happen when ideas are imagined, and
reimagined. Mario shared his focus on taking
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things apart to innovate when building his tricks,
and this approach even helped him develop his
new online kids’ show where kids become the
stars. Mario the Maker’s way of thinking is clearly
why David Blaine considers him “the best kids’
magician in the world.”
Highlights of his high-energy and passionate
lecture ranged from the integration of balloons,
confetti, and even a laser pointer into his tricks. He
also performed a beautiful homage to Robert
Houdin and his Orange Tree illusion. And of
course, robots doing magic tricks are always
enjoyable.
We look forward to learning more in his Robot
Magic book, which includes an introduction by
David Copperfield.
Laura Mingail

RING 20, HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA –
Eddie Clever Keystone Ring

Meets 2nd Thur., at 6:00pm (order off the menu), meeting 7:00pm at
John’s Diner 146 Sheraton Dr., New Cumberland, PA 17070
MARK KROTULSKI, Secretary
E-mail: eddieclever20@gmail.com

In attendance were Al Bienstock, Dan Scully,
Michael Worsham, Michael Reist, Stephen Smith,
John Srgott; Barry Yiengst, Ed Lopez, and Genna
Smith (guest).
Our meeting called to order by President Smith
at 7:08 p.m. and the Secretary’s report was orally
given and approved via vote. Our Treasurer reported that the checking account balance was
unchanged from the previous month.
Being that there was no Old Business to discuss
we moved on to New Business. There was a brief
discussion about some bad e-mails we have for
members or persons associated with the club.
Different people will try to reach out and determine
correct e-mails. There was a discussion about
where to hold our monthly meetings now that we
are going back to meeting in person. This meeting
was held at the Giant Meeting Room in Camp Hill,
but it was agreed that the meeting cost of fifty dollars per meeting was too much and we will need
another meeting spot. It was agreed that we will not
return to John’s at this time for various reasons. It
was decided after a discussion we will try to meet
at Marzoni’s Restaurant in Mechanicsburg, and if
that doesn’t work out, we will meet at President
Smith’s Masonic Lodge for our next meeting.
(Note: A week or two after this meeting President
Smith informed us that we will indeed meet in
September at Marzoni’s.) We discussed a possible
“Halloween themed Lecture” and President Smith
will reach out to the magician to see if it can be
scheduled.
Good of the order: It was reported that one of
our members, Patricia “Pat” Nissel, also known as
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“Revloo The Clown” died on April 19, 2021. It was
also reported that Marc Charisse recently had knee
surgery. It was mentioned that the Magic
Warehouse was having a Flea Market from 10:00
to 2:00 on Saturday, August 14. Michael Worsham
spoke about the Smoke and Mirrors Theatre near
Philadelphia as well as about several upcoming
conventions. There was a discussion about dues
that were paid for 2021. No decisions were made,
and this will possibly be discussed another time.
The Business Meeting was adjourned at 7:42 p.m.
Magic: Stephen Smith had a volunteer (John
Sergott) pick a card. It was the Six of Clubs. The
card was returned and lost in the deck. Stephen
went through the deck and found a card with ants
on the back. It was the chosen card. He then proceeded to shake off the ants which dropped to the
table. This was an effect called “Anttack by
Christopher Ballinger.” Barry Yiengst performed a
beautiful version of the “Horizontal Rising Cards”
where the aces appeared one by one in the goblet.
John Sergott had Al picture a card in his mind as he
quickly riffled through the deck. John then seemingly had trouble finding the card, but lo and
behold all was well. The pictured card was found.
What was strange was that all the other cards were
now blank. This was John’s version of the Mental
Photography Deck that he calls “Picture in Mind.”
Al Bienstock had two volunteers come up. The
deck was cut into three piles. Al asked Barry to
select a pile and memorize one of the cards and
what number position it was in the stack. He then
asked Stephen to do the same thing with one of the
remaining piles. He then asked his volunteers what
number each of their cards was at. He counted
down to that number and placed their cards in the
other stack. However, when they looked, they
could not find their cards in the stack. They were
gone! Instead, they were found on either side of
Al’s card in the other two stacks that had been put
together. Michael Worsham performed a very nice
Rubik’s Cube routine that he said was from Steven
Brundage’s DVD Cube 3. Michael Reist showed a
number grid of one to sixteen. He then gave a prediction to Barry and a rubber banded deck of cards
to Dan. He explained that magicians could possibly make an audience member choose whatever
card the magician wants. The magician could even
possibly have a friend who would help him. He
explained he was going to make this totally random. He then proceeded to have four audience
members choose one of the numbers on the grid.
As each number was selected the numbers to each
side and above/below were eliminated. After all
four numbers were chosen, they were added up. He
then asked Dan to take the cards out of the deck and
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count down to that number card. In this case it was
the 9 of Clubs. He then asked Barry to take out the
prediction. It was also the 9 of clubs. This was
based on Max Maven’s “Matrix Prediction.”
Michael also performed another effect with ESP
cards. He had an envelope in which he said he had
a prediction. He then proceeded to show five ESP
cards. He asked Al to help him. He asked Al to
eliminate one of the cards and Al did. He then
asked Al to eliminate two more cards. Al did it
again, two cards remained. He then asked Al which
card he wanted to use. He stressed that this was the
card that he had predicted. Al had free choice in
which card he chose. Al picked the star. Michael
opened the envelope, and lo and behold, the only
thing in the envelope was the Star card.
Lastly, it wasn’t magic, but Genna Smith
regaled us with a lovely selection she played on her
violin.
Michael L. Reist

RING 21, HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA – Caryl Fleming
Meets 1st Thu. at 10425 Magnolia Blvd., North Hollywood, CA
Web site: www.IBMRing21.org
GERRY SCHILLER, Secretary
P.O. Box 246, Newbury Park, CA 91319 / (805) 499-8921
E-mail: geraldschiller@gmail.com

After a much too long series of Zoom meetings,
Ring 21 celebrated its new magical year with a
banquet and installation of new officers at the popular Smokehouse Restaurant in beautiful downtown Burbank. A large group of members, their
families and friends, as well as other visitors (some
from out of state) were happy that we were all able
to maintain our “in person” meeting on this very
auspicious occasion.
President Erin Kabbash greeted the group as
they arrived and there were lots of happy faces.
Our first major item of business was the formal
ceremony as each new (or returning) officer joined
the group for the official “swearing in.” Longtime
member Elroy Codding conducted the ceremony
(despite a recent bout with the Covid virus). Erin
will continue another year as president, Lex
Schwartz will be Vice President, Gerry Schiller
continues his many years as Secretary, Wendy
Sobel (with a bit of help from Bob Thomas) is
Treasurer, Bob Weiss is Sergeant-at-Arms, and
members-at-large are Charles Cisneros, Don
Kenney, and past president Bob Thomas.
After a quick look at the raffle prizes for the
evening, most generously donated by The Magic
Apple’s Brent Geris and a few special items from
Don Kenney, it was time to eat.
Next, we all sat back to witness a most amazing
performance by the popular Ben Seidman.
Ben bills himself as a magician-comedian-pickpocket and he certainly is all off these. He is a
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comic and storyteller of hilarious skill. This included a long story of (almost) causing the entire Las
Vegas Hotel complex to screech to a halt when the
police thought he had a bag of what may have been
anthrax virus in his room. Was this all true, Ben?
True or not it made for a hilarious story.
Ben has been seen on Penn and Teller: Fool Us
as well as Princess Cruises and was the Mandalay
Bay Resort and Casino’s resident magician. He was
also chosen by Criss Angel as a consultant to help
design illusions for his Mindfreak. All these credits
were well in evidence as Ben baffled all of us with
some astounding magic. His pickpocketing skills
are in evidence when a borrowed bill (signed by its
owner) vanishes and re-appears in a bag across the
room or a call on a volunteer’s cell phone
announces the name of a chosen card. There were
lots and lots of amazement for almost an hour as
Ben wowed his audience and kept some very knowing magicians totally baffled. Luckily, Ben will be
back at our regular meeting in November to do a
lecture. Will he divulge his secrets? We all will have
to wait a whole month to find out! Gerry Schiller

RING 22, METRO DETROIT, MICHIGAN –
The Warren Stephens Ring

Meets 3rd Tue., 7:15 pm – Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 749 W.
14 Mile Rd., Clawson, MI 48017
JOHN “JOHNNY NEW YORK” SMITH, President
Email: jonsmi7646@gmail.com

It was a dark and stormy night when our third inperson/simulcast meeting started on September
21, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. We received about three
inches of rain that evening but people still braved
the weather to attend! We had twenty-four magicians present including the president of the Ann
Arbor Ring and about another twenty magicians
online from across the Midwest including
Naperville, Illinois! We are currently meeting at
Trinity Lutheran Church in Clawson, Michigan.
We were in for a wonderful evening of magic.
Now, on with the meeting!
Our Spotlight magician this month was Chris
Bogucki who did a fifteen-minute show that was
very theatrical and centered around childhood
memories. Chris used many items from childhood
including a jump rope and did several predictions
and revelations. We then had member announcements. This month there will be two magic flea
markets. One by the Ann Arbor Magic Club and the
other by Michigan Magic Flea market. Both will be
on Sunday, September 26. Carl Jarboe announced
there will be a magic show at the downtown Detroit
Fox Theater on December 12th, 3 p.m. called A
Magical Cirque Christmas, any questions about the
show please contact through the Ring 22 contact
page (https://dtroitmagic.club/contact-us/). Ring
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68 in Toledo, Ohio announced they will be scheduling a magic lecture by Joshua Jay in January of
2022.
Our Ring President Johnny New York then
showed us a short video clip of Johnny Carson
doing some magic from a Jerry Lewis Telethon TV
show. It was really nice video of him doing some
great card manipulations and then a very funny
card routine with Jerry Lewis. It was then time for
The Wunderground Magic Store “What’s New in
Magic” and Josh Wilde presented a lot of new
items. Some of the new stuff included Fortune
Telling cards, Tarot Psychology book, a new
Kranzo invisible coin in glass routine, the Magic
Card Pad (which has several effects you can do
with it), Celebrikey, Santa’s Elf Knows, the
Faddeck, Vortex card effect, Three Fly coins, and
the Magic Clock. It is just terrific to have a real
brick and mortar magic shop so close to us and the
owner always had exciting new magic things to
show us each meeting. Please support your local
magic store if you have one close by.
We then had a book review of The Life and
Times of Albert Goshman presented by Norm
Cattell. Besides Albert’s really interesting magic
life story in the first two chapters, the book gives a
lot of details on how Albert created his close-up act
and how each effect flowed into the next one. An
excellent book on how to create a magic act from
scratch and everything flow together smoothly.
Norm then finished with a coin vanish using one of
Albert’s signature half dollars.
The evening was just magically speeding by,
and it was now time for attendee’s performances.
Johnny New York started us with a three-card prediction effect and then Mike Thornton showed us
his new computer deck effect with a miniature
computer in the card case! Jim Tait then demonstrated the “Santa’s Elf Knows” effect that Josh
had mentioned in his “What is New at
Wunderground Magic Shop” mentioned above.
Was that a coincidence or just magic at work? Rick
Raimando then did a routine where the deck ends
up blank at the end and Andy Maker followed with
a poem and effect by a magician no one has ever
heard of. Gordon Russ followed with a “Linking
Rings” routine using a spectator or two.
Next up was Peter Botrus with a card prediction
story involving a dragon where the correct card is
revealed using fire! Norm Cattell then did a routine
based on Harry Houdini’s escapes and magic using
a rope, a metal ring, and a silk. Dan Jones then did
a clever coin routine using a coin in a box his
grandfather gave him.
And our meeting then finished up with a magic
giveaway for all members who attended. Rex Kay

December 2021

did a “Three Card Monte Effect and then taught us
how to do it and then gave each of us the cards and
wallet to do the effect. What a way to end a great
evening of magic!
After the meeting almost twenty of us gathered
at The Hideout restaurant (we call this the meeting
Afterglow) and talked magic and life for over an
hour. It’s a great way to both meet new friends and
connect with other magicians. You are more than
welcome to join us, and we hope to see you at our
next meeting, Tuesday, October 19, 2021, at 7:15
p.m. Visitors are always welcome, just contact
John Smith at the email above.
Norm Cattell

RING 29, LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS –
Little Rock Magic Ring

Meets 1st Thur. each month, 6:45 pm., Conference Center at Baptist
Hospital, Little Rock, AR. / Web site: www.LittleRockMagic.org
SHAWN MILLER, Secretary

Ring 29 members and guests met at Jim “Mr.
Magic” Henson’s magic warehouse in Little Rock,
Arkansas 6:30 p.m. Thursday October 7. President
Marty Haughn presided over the meeting. Ladies
and gentlemen, the night you’ve been waiting for,
lights, camera, auction!
Yes, that’s right, the Ring 29 auction is underway thank you Jim Henson for the use of your
warehouse, thank you Marty Haughn for presiding
over the meeting, a special thanks to Gerry Bailey
for being the auctioneer, and also a special thanks
to James and Christie Kinsey for handling the
backside of the paperwork and keeping up with
who was bidding on items. I’m not sure of the actual count but there were a lot of members and guests.
Marty started off the business portion of the
meeting announcing that the lectures for the rest of
this year have been canceled, so any volunteers for
any lectures (hint, hint) would be awesome. We are
going to focus on new lectures for next year. A couple of quick announcements about the Christmas
party and Christmas show were made and then
right to the auction.
With a packed house the auction began. Gerry
Bailey’s auctioneering was awesome and there
were a lot of deals to be had. We were there for
almost three hours with both silent and bidding
auctions. It turned out to be a huge success. Mary
Ann Campbell had a lot of items, Gary Fambrough
brought in several boxes of a former magician’s
magic collection with tons of DVDs unopened.
Shawn Miller had bundles and boxes full of different items all going for one price. Not to be excluded, there were lots of big stage items, small items,
gimmicks, just about everything you can think of,
and some rare books.
Along with the fantastic bargains the Ring made
a little bit of money from sales as well. Thanks for
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the support to the club and thanks for attending our
wonderful auction. After three hours of auctioning
the night was over with a lot of happy folks leaving
with good bargains. Our sellers were able to be rid
of no longer used magic and were able to make a
few dollars.
A special thanks to all those involved with the
planning, organization, and operation of an event
we have not had in a few years. We all look forward
to another auction, hopefully next year, and the
opportunity to clean out our closets and secret
drawers. Have a wonderful and magical October
and a happy Halloween, see you next month. Stay
safe and stay magical.
Shawn Miller

RING 31, MADISON, WISCONSIN – Ben Bergor Ring

Meets 1st Wed. each month, 6:30pm.at the Sequoya Public Library,
4340 Tokay Blvd., Madison, WI.
WAYNE PETERSON, Ring Contact
(608) 274-9411 / E-mail: magic@waynethewizard.com
Website: www.ibmring31.com
http://www.facebook.com/BenBergor.IBMRing31

Ring 31 met in July via Zoom as Covid cases
were increasing in our area. As usual, we started
with a discussion of upcoming events and happenings. And as is common to our meetings these days,
we chatted about the modifications that members
have done to their performances to accommodate
Covid precautions.
Performances started with Wayne doing “Yes, No,
Maybe So” from Silly Billy. This was a cute effect
that had a significant amount of participation without
having to bring them on stage. The group made suggestions that they felt might fit Wayne’s style.
Lynn was next up. He performed a recasting of
the “Princess Trick.” He created a wonderful story
that involved an angel and a young man, and pleasure, love, power riches and death. The young man
made poor choices and in the end was left with
nothing, not even death. Lynn was kind enough to
share the workings of his effect. If you want the
details, you will have to get in contact with him.
Ben shared the giveaway that he has for helpers.
It consists of a bird Christmas ornament, a magic
wand, and his business card. The giveaway calls
back to items used in his show and really is a heartfelt gift from Ben.
Dan closed the performance part of the meeting.
The effect he performed was a classic drawer box.
As I have said a number of times before, Dan has
some absolutely beautiful wood props in his collection and the club appreciates seeing them. He
also shared a wand that he had made and the group
discussed how to incorporate magnets in the wand.
Dan also shared a recent purchase of the pea and
shell set from Louie Foxx. Louie was a recent lecturer for our club.
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In August, the club met with our neighbor Ring
93 out of Dubuque, IA. Mark is a member of both
clubs and he and his wife Lisa hosted an outdoor
BBQ. Mark and Lisa competed in BBQ contests
for over ten years and served their competition ribs
and chicken. Many brought treats to share.
Yours truly was the host, so I was negligent in
my job of recording who did what. There was a lot
of great magic performed and very enjoyable discussion afterwards of the effects. Since I am the
author of this report, I am taking the liberty to boast
about some of my family. My nephew, Nick is
quite an accomplished magician and is better than
me in many ways. Of course, Nick performed, but
what surprised me is that Brad (Nick’s father) and
Brooke (Nick’s sister) also performed for the
group. It was the first time either of them had performed magic for anyone, anywhere. Both did
extremely well, especially considering it was their
first time. I know I am biased, but the story that
Brooke wrote for the presentation of her trick was
exceptional.
The BBQ was a lot of fun for all, and it was great
to see magic up close and personal. We plan to do it
again.
Mark Pepelea

RING 41, MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN –
Dr. Richard Mossey Ring

Meets last Wed. of the month, except July and August, 7:00pm, at
Tripoli Shrine Temple, 3000 West Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee, WI
DR. THOMAS WILLIAMS, Secretary
Web site: www.ibmring41.com

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m.
by President Scott Lane. This was another Zoom
lecture, a late change in plans. President Lane
reported that the Board has been meeting and
reminded members to check the website periodically to keep up to date on Ring announcements. Announcements made tonight included:
Congratulations to Dr. Lynn Miner who just had
Ring 398 named after him; Monty Witt is running a Magic Theater in Kimberly, Wisconsin;
Tristan Crist has a Magic Theater in Lake
Geneva, Wisconsin and Brett Daniels will be
performing on Saturdays in September, October,
November, and December, tickets for the Brett
Daniels Show can be purchased at Big Guy’s
Magic Shop with a fifty percent discount; and a
reminder that the Houdini Club will be having their
convention November 5-7, in Milwaukee. The
theme for next month’s meeting will be Halloween
Magic.
President Lane next introduced the lecturer for
the evening, Greg Whalen. He is a full-time
Chicago based professional entertainer for over
thirty years. He has a BA in Theater and an MFA in
Acting, the latter from the University of Illinois.

www.magician.org

The Linking Ring

PP 107-146 RRS.qxp_RRPAGES.qxp 12/1/21 6:55 PM Page 11

He has performed as a stand-up comic, actor, and
magician.
The title of his lecture is “Putting the Show back
into the Magic Show.” Greg Whalen’s advice
included putting more of “yourself” into your performance and you will be rehired more often if they
like you. Other important “tips” included “Be Seen
Easily” which refers to lighting and perhaps using
a backdrop, “Be Heard Easily” which refers to facing front and picturing that the only people in the
room are in the back row, and “Rehearse” to the
point that you are ready for anything. Other tips
were to “brainstorm” a prop instead of using the
suggestions that come with the prop, and to “brainstorm” a passion/interest that you have and put it
into your act. Another suggestion for only one trip
per show is to write your patter as a poem. As an
example, he performed “Ode to a Sharpie.” Telling
a childhood anecdote is another example for a plot.
Greg suggested some non-magic skills in your act.
As an actor he felt that it is important that when performing that you believe what you are saying or
doing.
During his lecture Greg did perform four tricks that
demonstrated the points he was discussing. He also
revealed the construction and performance of these
tricks. The meeting adjourned at about 9:30 p.m.
Thomas Williams

RING 43, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS – Harlan Tarbell Ring

3rd Fri. except July and August, 7:30 p.m., at St. Francis Hospital,
S. Conference Room, First Floor, 355 Ridge Ave., Evanston, IL 60202
MIKE KAMLET, President / E-mail: kamlet@ameritech.net
175 E. Delaware #8502, Chicago, IL 60611 / (312) 266-2129
Web site: www.ring43.org

Our September meeting was another Zoom
meeting. We had hoped to be meeting live after
the summer hiatus, but that was not to be.
For the main program, member Jim Hagy,
assisted by his wife Sage and daughter Christie,
talked about his new book, Secrets Magicians
Could Tell, that received a great review from David
Ben. The book doesn’t reveal any magic secrets,
but it is loaded with advice on performing magic
and chock full of colorful stories that illustrate the
points he presents. While the book’s audience was
not primarily for magicians, it has been very well
received by the magic community. Jim’s presentation contained many great anecdotes. In one case
he was asked to give a presentation for a school
class. Unfortunately, he didn’t find out until he got
there that it was a class of special needs students
who were cognitively impaired!
Jim offered a special discount to Ring 43 lecture
attendees who would like to get a copy of the
book. After Jim’s presentation, we shared stories of
problems, missteps or other unusual things that
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happened while performing. John Mussman was
performing at a retirement home for dementia
patients. He ran into Jerry Sharff who was riding
his bike outside the home and convinced him to
join in. He kept his tricks quick, and visual and the
act went over well.
Robert K. Miller shared a story about Nick
Tomei who always did a dry run for the location
before performing. Bob was doing a school show
and, after doing his dry run he figured that he could
come in a side entrance which led right to the stage
where he would perform. Unfortunately, when he
showed up for the show the side door was
locked, and so was the library itself! Another time
he went to do a library show but discovered that he
had his tables and large props, but he had left his
attaché case with most of his tricks at home.
Fortunately, he had a long length of rope in the
trunk. While waiting for his son to bring the
case, Bob invited many kids up on stage and entertained the audience with “Tying A Knot Without
Letting Go of The Ends” and other rope magic.
John Hutsebaut told another story about Nick
Tomei. Back when Ring 43 did our annual
Magician’s Day at Lincoln Park Zoo, Nick had
an Arm Chopper Illusion of the type where an Lshaped blade pivots around the person’s arm. He
had a young volunteer and convinced him to put
his arm in the device. Nick struck the top of the
guillotine to lower the blade, but the mechanism
jammed. Without thinking, he struck it again harder and, fortunately, this time it worked, and the
blade pivoted around the trapped arm, but Nick
immediately realized that if it hadn’t worked, he
could have injured his young volunteer!
Dr. Lynn Miner was reminded of his biggest
screwup which he was able to turn around thanks to
a bit he remembered comedian Don Alan had
done. Lynn was performing at Marquette
University with his-five-foot-high guillotine. After
running through his patter, he locked the student
into the guillotine. After the blade descended, he
discovered that the blade wouldn’t come back up.
He had the student stand up wearing the guillotine
and walk offstage! Everybody thought this was
hilarious! Lynn took the student across campus to
the Mechanical Engineering Department and got
help removing it from around the student’s neck.
Greg Whalen over his career has worked a lot of
rough venues. A drunk spectator once got up on
stage while he was performing, grabbed him, and
turned him upside down while Greg continued
telling jokes. Another time he was set up and performed right next to a vending machine and every
few minutes somebody would interrupt to get a can
of soda.
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Mike Kamlet was performing a trick involving
spelling a card. There were two combinations that
wouldn’t work. Of course, his volunteer chose one
of these and his card ended up second from the top
rather than on top of the deck. Mike was able to save
the trick by doing a double lift, which further
impressed the volunteer since he had insisted on
spelling the name of the card his way rather than the
way Mike suggested he spell it.
Gordon Gluff was doing a close-up show at a prewedding dinner for the wedding party, and he had a
finger chopper. He did the line “Oh, and it’s also a
virgin detector” for the bride. Unfortunately, he had
forgotten to reset the blade and when he chopped her
finger, she let out a squeal of pain.
Elliot Cutler was performing “Slydini’s Coins
Through the Table.” When he lapped the coin, it
slipped to the floor with a loud clang. Thinking
quickly, he turned around and shouted, “Keep it
down back there, I’m doing a trick!”
John Mussman’s friend Judge Preston was
doing a color changing card trick. John was watching him doing the trick with his friend. After Judge
Preston left, John’s friend asked what the big deal
was. John explained that the card had changed
from red backed to green backed. “Oh,” said his
friend, “I’m color blind.” What are the odds?
Our meeting was lightly attended, but all those
who tuned in had a great time, both with Jim’s presentation and sharing funny stories of performing
mishaps they had seen or experienced. Contributing
to the slim attendance was that these Ring 43 members were at the Columbus, Ohio, Magifest: Nancy
Anderson, Marshall Ellenstein, Alan Koslow, Scott
Lebin, Martin Mercy, and Past I.B.M. International
President Don Wiberg.
John Hutsebaut

RING 44, PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND –
William E. Baker Ring

Meets 1st Wed. each month from Sept. to June, 7:00 p.m., at the VFW
Hall, 354 Fruit Hill Avenue, North Providence, RI 02911
JEFF SMITH, President / 79 Weeden Rd., Fairhaven, MA 02719
Contact: JeffSmith-RISM@comcast.net

Ring 44 started its new year at our new location,
the VFW Hall on Fruit Hill Avenue in North
Providence. The new venue also means we will be
meeting on a new night, the first Wednesday rather
than the first Tuesday. Both changes required a
vote of the membership and passed at the requisite
business meeting.
After the conclusion of the business meeting and
a refreshment break, it was time for magic. Jeff
Smith started with a few card moves including a
false shuffle, a cut to the four aces, a multiple shift,
and a Faro shuffle control. Larry Stangel followed
with a nice handling of “Dr. Sack’s Amazing Dice
Trick.” Larry learned his version from the James
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Lewis tape. The “secret move” fooled everyone in
attendance, especially this author.
The meeting was shortened due to Hurricane Ida
heading straight towards the Rhode Island coast.
Jeff Smith

RING 46, OKLAHOMA CITY – Seymour Davis Ring

Meets 1st Mon. of month, New Beginning Fellowship Church, 15601 S.
Pennsylvania, OKC
LEE WOODSIDE, Secretary
E-mail: WoodsideLee@hotmail.com
Ring Web site: www.okcmagic.org

Our theme for October was “Bizarre Magick
and Oddities,” so naturally our featured performer
was Lee Woodside. Lee started by showing an
album of photos that he had taken with his
“Thought Camera.” Then, to prove that the camera
actually worked, he invited Brian Tabor to choose a
card and visualize it. Sure enough, the photograph
that emerged from the camera was the selected
Queen of Clubs.
Lee explained that most book tests do not work
on Zoom, but he had one that would. He brought
out a book and invited Jerry Bowzer to pick one
word as Lee went through the book and called out
several words. Lee divined Jerry’s word one letter
at a time.
Finally, Lee invited Cassidy Smith to join him
in a game that Lee claimed to be a Life Master at.
Lee drew a Tic-Tac-Toe layout and the two battled
to a draw. However, Lee produced a prediction of
the exact outcome of the game they had just
played.
Cassidy Smith led a discussion of bizarre magick performers and books that are available to those
interested in that area of magic. Everyone agreed
that the late Eugene Burger had been a master of
the genre.
Brian Tabor presented a mini lecture on the
stacked deck. After extolling the virtues of a
stacked deck and explaining how to commit a stack
to memory, Brian performed three very nice tricks
using one, the last of which was an “Invisible
Deck” routine in which the cards could be freely
examined by a spectator after the card was
revealed. Brian generously provided lecture notes
and even gave everyone a stacked, gimmicked,
marked deck to work with.
David Teeman led off the member performances. He showed us the effects that he would be performing Halloween night at his church’s drivethrough festival. These included a drawer box full
of candy, a mesh bag for playing “catch the egg,”
and color-changing sponge balls.
Brian Tabor brought out a small coffin with
“R.I.P.” on the lid and opened it to reveal four
strings, one of which had a treble fishhook tied to
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the end. Brian placed the ends of the strings,
including the fishhook, into his mouth. He then
invited three participants in the audience to each
select a string and jerk it from his mouth. When
only one string was left, Brian showed that it was
connected to the fishhook.
Cassidy Smith proved how wonderful it is to be
an adult and be able to purchase all the things you
only wished for as a kid. He showed us the six
magic kits that he had bought in the last month. He
had Marvin’s Magic Shop, The Magician’s
Apprentice by Melissa and Doug, Mizz Magic,
Marvin’s Magic Set, Gross Out Magic, and Gross
Magic, which included (of all things) a magic toilet
and an eyeball vase.
Lee Woodside

RING 47, WICHITA, KANSAS – Wizards of Wichita

Meets 1st Tues. of the month, 6:30-8:30pm, Spear’s Restaurant 4323W.
Maple St., Wichita, KS
NELSON SCHMITT, Secretary / E-mail: nscmitt1@cox.net
Web site: www.ibmring47.com

The Wizards of Wichita’s October meeting is
always a frightfully good time, with lots of Spooky
Magic to enjoy!
Nelsoni (Nelson Schmitt) performed the “Solid
Spirit Manifestation of Mary Ann Lee.” Nelson
brought out a creepy looking box which housed a
torn piece of fabric last worn by Mary Ann Lee and
a lock that shackled her. Calling upon her spirit, it
“solidified” underneath the cloth, enough so that it
could support the weight of the heavy, old lock.
And then just as quickly as she appeared, her spirit
vanished once again ‘into the ether’ until called
upon next Halloween.
The Old Chap (Kyle Magic) delighted us with a
comedy “Do as I Do Rope Routine” with the help
of Brett. They each held their ropes by both ends of
rope and without letting go, Brett tried to get his to
tie a knot in the middle as Kyle was doing. When
they both finally had a knot in their ropes (actually
Kyle had to do both ropes), Kyle ended by pulling
the knot off of his rope, but Brett, once again, could
“knot.” Ha ha!
Rondini (Ron Margolis) brought his friend, Jack
O’ Lantern, who has a hole in the top of his head,
and wrapped him up in paper. Ron asked Sheri to
sign a dollar bill and then he vanished it. Ron punctured the paper and asked Sheri to remove anything
she found inside. It was the signed bill from earlier.
He then demonstrated the “Tunnel of Mystery,” a
wooden tube with mysterious properties. You
place a large, wooden die, barely large enough to fit
inside, and upon sliding it from one side to the
other, somehow turns over to show a different
numbered side when it comes out. I think there is a
spirit inside that somehow flips the die around.
Christian Manahl started off by handing Tony a
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prediction. He presented three items, a doll possessed by Professor Lutterthwait’s soul, a glass jar
with the heart of Adrian Tweed, and metal cogs and
sprockets from the Mechanical Turk automata.
Tony took an item, then discarded one and
Christian took the last item. When the prediction
was read, all three items had been decided on just
as Christian had predicted.
Tony asked Kyle’s guest, Matt, to hold out his
hands. Tony asked him to close one hand, and then
he drew an X in permanent, Sharpie marker on his
other hand. With the help of the “indelible” spirits,
Tony picked the X off his hand and threw it
towards his other hand. Matt opened his closed
hand to find the X now written on his palm and it
would not rub off. Tony then summoned spirits to
get four coins to pass through a glass and land in the
shot glass inside. Then Tony lowered the lights and
summoned the spirits once more to ask their help to
float his close-up table above a spotlight placed on
the floor. He concluded by showing an empty,
brown, paper grocery sack with Trick or Treat written on it, and then surprisingly, a heavy, solid bowling ball, painted like a Jack O’ Lantern fell out and
hit the floor with a loud thump!
Tony Cortest

RING 56, EVANSVILLE, INDIANA – The Mystic IKI Ring

Meets 2nd. Mon. of month at home of Norris Priest, Henderson, KY
FRANK FINDLEY, Secretary
E-mail: secretary@ring56.com
Wesite: www.ring56.com

In September, seven members met in-person at
the home of Norris Priest and one member joined
remotely via Zoom. President Joseph Franklin
opened the business portion of the meeting with a
report on magic and vent industry conferences.
Members reported attending conferences in July
and August and being registered for upcoming
conferences in Alabama, Kentucky, Las Vegas, and
Atlanta; a dramatic change from this time last year.
Joe and Frank Findley also reported that each was
back to performing shows to in-person audiences
albeit at a lower number than pre-pandemic. This
was followed by some brief discussions on upcoming elections and exploring other options for our
managed email service as there have been some
shortcomings with our current provider.
The highlight of the meeting was a lecture on
Séance/Bizarre Magic and Mentalism by Jamie
Salinas. Jamie joined via Zoom which was projected on a big screen television for those of us participating in-person. The lecture was well received by
the members. Jamie taught some great tricks but
what members really took away as the most valuable part was his presentation approach which
establishes an ambience that enhances the experience. He covered a wide range of interrelated topics
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including staging, use of music/sounds, scripting,
identifying audience member characteristics, timing, and effect refinement. He also told some really
fascinating stories from his years of experience
doing séances and touched on some business topics including how he acquired a set location for
conducting his séance shows. It was a great lecture,
especially heading into the Halloween season.
Frank Findley

RING 58, KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE –
Smoky Mountain Mystics

Meets 4th Thu. 6:45 pm each month,Messiah Lutheran Church, 6900
Kingston Pke, Knoxville, TN 37919
Web site: ibmring58.com
TIM PRESLEY, President

For our September meeting, we had a fantastic
lecture offer from Houston-based magician, Jamie
Salinas. We went back to virtual, and ten members
and one guest were online to watch and learn. But
first, a little business…. The Winter Carnival is
being planned full steam ahead! Mark your calendars for March 10-12, 2022, at the Country Tonite
Theatre; we have been reassured that all of the Covid
surges will be gone by March (according to one of
our members who is married to a pharmacist extraordinaire!). Our website is being redesigned, and a
four-person committee of our nerdiest-but-proud
members are on top of it. Now on to the lecture.
Jamie Salinas promised us some bizarre magic,
even though another hat that he wears is as a children’s performer. So, his first effect combined the
best of both worlds as he correctly predicted the
first five M&Ms out of a sealed pack. He also went
into enthralling detail about his commercial effect,
“Lotto Fever,” and showed exactly why it is his
closer for all of his performances. Jamie also talked
a great deal about how he gets inspired for ideas,
like his Invisible Bullet Catch and how he cold
reads by using parallels to friends that people
remind him of.
The second half of the lecture focused on his
spooky and bizarre show that he has put together
and offers at a haunted establishment two-nights a
week in Houston. It was a brilliant combination of
storytelling, magic, and the bizarre…everything
from a “ghost detector” and haunted key to a flashlight that goes on and off on its own and a few commercial effects by some great minds in the world of
mentalism and the bizarre.
As we wound down the two-and-a-half-hour
lecture, Jamie showed the work on his Personality
Test using a color, a couple animals, some water,
and a hole in the wall. It sounds funny, but the way
that he does these for hundreds and hundreds of
people is a true piece of magic and a bit of ballsy
BS all rolled together to the absolute entertainment
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and mesmerizing of his subjects. As Jamie said,
“You use flattery – flattery is your friend.” It was a
great lecture, and it was an awesome way to meet
Jamie without him having to come to Knoxville.
Tom Vorjohan

RING 63, GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA

Meets 1st Thu. monthly, 7:30pm, The Magic Shop, 1401-1 Laurens Rd.,
Greenville, SC / to www.ring63.com for details.
PAUL DILELLA, Secretary,
Web site: www.ring63.com

The October meeting of the International
Brotherhood of Magicians Ring 63 was held at the
Commerce Club in downtown Greenville, SC
live. The October meeting was attended by fourteen magic lovers which included guests Steve
Holt and Tom Epps.
The October meeting magic theme was
“Something Old, Something New.” This month’s
live meeting produced nine performances.
Larry Colombo was first to perform Bob
Hummer’s “Mind Reader’s Dream.” Let’s just say
his performance was unforgettable and reminded us
all on the importance of a cooperative spectator to
assist us when performing. Paul DiLella was next
performing “Die-abolical v2” and Diamond Jim
Tyler’s version of “Mental Monte.” Both affects
very similar in their mathematical magic. Rhett
Byrson was next performing Richard Osterlind’s
“Daley Slates” and conjuring the spirits to “be nice.”
Rhett’s old trick employed the use of a Svengali
Deck and an Italian stiletto knife to find a selected
card. Well done as usual Professor.
Dick Stevens performed his newly made (himself) Ketchup Bottle transposition between two
paper bags. Nice looking prop and well done. And
Dick also performed a hypnotized balloon that did
not need to be tied to retain its shape. Magical.
El Presidente Edmund Apperson performed a
“Copper Silver Chinese Coin Transposition” trick
that amazed and amused. Even guest Steve Holt
performed for our Ring this month doing a number
of quickie tricks which included silk vanishes and
production, shrinking napkin, and a very unique
coin production in a coffee cup which employed an
old sponge ball move. Steve also showed the group
how this was done too.
Terry Bailey was next with an oldie card trick
involving a spectator shuffling a deck of cards and
the magician placing a prediction envelope on the
deck. Upon opening the prediction, there was an
odd colored card in the envelope matching the top
card of the shuffled deck. Adam Putnam was next
employing two decks of cards, a spectator, and “A
Card At Any Number” type of an effect. And finally, Steve Taylor performed a mesmerizing effect
involving two matchboxes that seem possessed,
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opening and closing without the use of threads or
magnets. Wow. Great closer for nine great performances.
Our membership loves to see these old and new
tricks performed and were very appreciative of the
magicians performing this month. I.B.M. Ring 63
has a new venue for our monthly magic meeting,
the first-class venue on the top of the seventeenth
floor of the Commerce Club in downtown
Greenville, SC overlooking the Greenville city
skyline. Breathtaking views and unforgettable
monthly magic. If you are ever in the Greenville,
SC area during our monthly meeting, please stop
by. Get information by visiting our website at
wwwibmring63.com.
Paul DiLella

RING 68, TOLEDO, OHIO – Toledo Society of Magicians
Meets 2nd Wed. each month, 7:30 p.m. at Maumee Fraternal Order of
Eagles (Post 2562) 2301 Detroit Ave.,Maumee, OH
STEVE ISRAEL, President/Secretary
E-mail: YourSecretWeapon@bex.net

The Way Public Library in Perrysburg, Ohio has
such a lovely collection of meeting rooms for
groups like ours. (Curious about the name? In
1875, Willard V. Way, a wealthy resident, left a
sizeable gift to the town of Perrysburg to establish
this library.) The staff is delightful. This beautiful
library has become the temporary home for our
monthly Ring meetings, at least until the Covid
mess is entirely behind us.
By the time you read this, we’ll be in the middle
of the holiday season, a fitting time to give thanks
for the dual blessings of good friends and good
magic.
It was a pleasure to have Allen Wilkinson, Doug
Ferguson, Bryon Minturn, and Norm Cattell join
me on this rainy night for our October meeting. We
began our meeting by discussing our admiration
for Stuart MacDonald, a friend of the Ring 68. Stu
just returned from Quebec, Canada after winning
the FISM North American Magic Championship
and People’s Choice Award! Next year, it’s on to
the World Championships for Stu where we know
he’ll excel on the world stage.
Thanks to Ring Vice President Norm Cattell, our
monthly meetings have taken on a new and more interesting format. Something Norm prepares each month;
he calls his Magic History Mystery presentation. It’s a
short mini lecture on some fascinating and often overlooked facet of our craft. This month’s presentation was
on little-known facts about one of the world’s most
famous magicians. Here’s a quiz. See how you do:
1. Harry Houdini was born in Appleton, Wisconsin.
True! Not true! True! Wait a minute. It can’t be both.
Something funny’s going on here. Erich Weisz was
born in Budapest, Hungary; however, Weisz changed
his name to Harry Houdini years after his family
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re-located to Appleton, Wisconsin. So, technically,
“Harry Houdini” was born in Appleton,
Wisconsin.
2. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Houdini were
close friends until Houdini’s death. Not true. The
two men, giants in the eyes of the public, were
brought together by a shared interest in spiritualism, but it was spiritualism that later destroyed
their relationship, and yes, a woman was involved.
Doyle was a devout believer in seances. Houdini
devoted his life to debunking them. Their relationship turned sour when Houdini exposed Doyle’s
wife, a highly respected medium in her own right,
as a complete and utter fraud.
3. Houdini was a World War One spy. True!
Houdini worked covertly for the Allied Forces,
Scotland Yard, and the U.S. Secret Service. He
traveled the world monitoring Russian anarchists
and collecting valuable war information for the
good guys, all the while using his magic show tour
as a “cover.”
4. Houdini died of a ruptured appendix. Not so
fast! There’s now plenty of evidence that what led
to Houdini’s eventual death was poison. Who done
it? Some historians think his World War One enemies finally caught up with him and got their
revenge. Many more believe that angry spiritualists, who despised Houdini, arranged to have him
killed. On October 31, 1926, Houdini succumbed
to a ruptured appendix, but died of poisoning.
5. Finally, has Houdini been responsible, in any
way, for the deaths of hundreds of magicians
around the world? Sadly, true. Lots of aspiring
magicians, to this day, tragically fail while attempting Houdini’s life-threatening escapes. He made
them look so easy! Kids don’t try this at home.
The bulk of our meeting was spent sharing some of
our favorite tricks and seeking each other’s advice
on how to improve on our little miracles.
Our newest member, Bryon Minturn, is a frequent customer of two magic companies that are
less familiar, Jam Stone Magic and D. Robbins
Magic. Next month, Bryon will do a “dealer demo”
of sorts, showing us some of his favorite items
from both companies.
If you’re ever in the Toledo area, please join us
for one of our monthly gatherings!
Steve Israel

RING 70, TACOMA, WASHINGTON –
Great Virgil and Julie Ring

Meets 4th Sun., at LeMay Car Museum, 2702 E. D St., Tacoma, Fife, WA.
RICK ANDERSON, Ring Contact,
501 S. 43rd St., Tacoma, WA 98408 / (253) 473-5456
E-mail: rickandersonmagic@gmail.com

Rick Anderson, John Villarreal, Karl Hilsenberg, Louie Foxx “Zoomed” in for our virtual
meeting for September. Stay off the sidewalks,
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John Villarreal is learning how to ride a unicycle!
This reminded Rick of funny stories of learning to
ride a unicycle as a kid. Rick bought his son Tevin
one when he was a kid and he loved it. Rick rode it
in a parade one time. Louie’s tip was to go to a tennis court because the net is the perfect height. They
discussed pedaling, mounting, and training your
body to ride.
John ordered and has been playing around with
the Russian Three Shell Game. Louie Foxx created
and produces this trick that finally adds a fun
ending to the classic three shell game. You can
see the YouTube video and learn more at
www.hocus-pocus.com. John also purchased the
Pure Cup by TCC. It’s basically an acrylic clear
chop cup or cups and balls cup. You can produce
a sponge ball from under it or perform a transposition with a cork ball and a sponge ball or use
your imagination for other uses. He also has a
clear matching wand and has small acrylic balls
as well as larger clear acrylic contact juggling
balls. His goal is to come up with a routine using
entirely clear props, which would look very
interesting. Louie recommends checking out Tap
Plastics for supplies of acrylic balls.
Karl Hilsenberg is always thinking of ways to
improve attendance at our club meetings and floated the idea of holding a magic swap meet on Zoom.
Each person could bring ten items to trade or sell.
Louie chimes in that the Frasier Valley Magic
Circle did this several months ago. They used
Auctiva (www.auctiva.com), an online auction site,
and everything ended at a certain day and time.
What made it interesting is that if someone bids on
something with less than five minutes before the of
the auction, it adds five minutes to the end. Louie
says it was pretty fun, and he was thinking of doing
this for the Seattle club but hasn’t had the time.
Karl wants to keep it simpler than that.
Rick says there is a rumor that Tim Flynn may be
restarting That’s Impossible, a local monthly public magic show. It was previously held in Renton,
but the venue there isn’t ready to return to live
entertainment. Tim recently moved to Federal Way
and has a large garage and is considering hosting
the shows at his home. Stay tuned for more details.
Rick went to the Washington State Fair in Puyallup
to see I.B.M. Past International President Alex
Zander. Although we all know Alex for his magic,
he plays a variety of roles for Fusion Talent. On this
day he was the front man for the Extreme Dogs
show.
John reports that Brian Ledbetter performed for
the Southwest Washington Fair. His unique routine
was a linking tambourine act. Brian a great guy and
solid performer.
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Louie leaves on Thursday for the Arizona State
Fair where he’ll be working outside for the full
month of October. Louie’s rule when working in
hot weather is drinking a gallon of water a day to
stay hydrated.
Conversation turned to inflating 260Q balloons.
Rick recently bought a battery powered pump and
likes it. Louie says that blowing up balloons by
mouth is a dying breed. Given the pandemic, no
one wants something that you’ve had in your
mouth. Cruise lines don’t allow balloons. Some
schools have a no-latex policy due to allergies.
Because of issues like this, Louie has decided to
not do balloons in his act.
Rick brings up the missing Ring 70 Picnic at
Karl’s and Pam’s lakefront property in Auburn.
John says that he has quite a bit of property behind
his place, and we’d be welcome to have a club
event at his place. However, he lives in Rochester
which is south of everyone. Rick feels that with the
Delta Variant it is not a good time to begin meeting
in person. Karl thinks perhaps that we could have a
small house get-together for the holidays. Rick
says that holding it at our traditional Round Table
Pizza would be fine, too.
Show time! Louie Foxx held up a huge foam
hand. After explaining the rules, everyone followed along and made a series of choices. It ended
up with a really visual ending. It’s a fun and interactive trick, but Louie is still working on fine-tuning the wording so that everyone correctly follows
directions.
Rick Anderson performed a new and very visual
coin trick called “Catch.” It can be done in-person
as well as for virtual shows or for posting to social
media. After more miscellaneous magic discussions everyone went their separate ways to return
to reality.
Jeff Evans

RING 76, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA –
Honest Sid Gerhart Ring

Meets 7:00 pm 2nd Mon. of the month at San Diego Mission Bay Boat
Club, 2606 Mission Bay Dr., San Diego, CA 92109
MATTHEW KING, Secretary / Web site: www.ring76.com

President Mike Stilwell called the meeting to
order at 6:59 p.m. Mike introduced guests and
asked for any announcements. Richard Ustick
announced he remembered to bring the badges.
Mike Stilwell conducted the Broken Wand
Ceremony for the late Brad Burt. His wife Barbara
Burt and his brother were in attendance. Mike
asked for a moment of silence for Brad and his
loved ones. Gary Salisbury delivered the broken
wand to Brad’s wife. Mike asked if anyone had any
stories to share about Brad Burt, and he continued
with telling a story he had about Brad. Terry
Godfrey spoke about being stationed in San Diego
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and Brad was one of the first magicians he met. He
mentioned he was low on money at one point, and
Brad asked to buy a set of his Fox Cups. When
Terry was back on his feet and Brad sold the cups
back to Terry for the exact same price. Greg
Wauson spoke of being a Long Beach Mystic with
Brad in the 70s, and mentioned he was one of their
top performers. Armando Gutierrez was performing the milk pitcher routine and said he needed a
wand. Brad, from backstage, yelled “I have one,”
and was messing with the stage curtain to bring one
out and he served as the goofy misdirection needed
for Armando to finish his routine. Terry Lunceford
said he knew Brad for a long time and Brad was the
best man at his wedding. Brad sold Terry his first
professional magic tricks. Terry spoke of Brad’s
many professional videos, and Terry mentioned he
had a letter from Stan Allen to read. He read the letter from Stan about magic in the 70s. Stan said that
The Magic Castle started waving any students of
Brad’s through the audition process, and Brad had
called the Castle to ask them to make his students
work for it. Michael Johnson told a story to members about spending time in his magic shop.
Michael had put together and provided members
with a tribute book about Brad’s life and read a portion of it to members. Brad created one of the first
magic bulletins on the Internet, and he became
famous without TV and Internet. Mike asked for
everyone to take a break for ten minutes.
Matthew King introduced a show-and-tell item,
which was Harry Houdini’s Mutilated Parasol,
purchased from the summer Potter & Potter auction. He spoke briefly about it and left it on display
for members to view. Mike introduced Gary
Salisbury to announce the door prize winners.
Richard Ustick won “ESP Bingo” by magic Mike
Stilwell, and Miguel Garcia won a porcelain rabbit
out of a hat.
Mike turned the meeting over Greg Wauson,
who introduced Gary Dismukes to talk about the
Hooker Card Rise. Gary took the stage and spoke
about the famous and best card rise. He spoke
about Dr. Hooker, the history of the creator, and the
lecture he was lucky enough to attend. He
described the effect and lecture in great detail.
Greg Wauson mentioned the theme is math
magic and introduced the performers. First up was
Mark Booth. He gave out envelopes to each member which had cards with words and phrases on
them. He had members choose any word, and then
spell the word by moving one card per letter to the
bottom of the stack. At the end of the routine, all
members had the same word remaining in their
hands.
Matthew King performed a Rubik’s Cube rou-
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tine with twenty-four cubes, utilizing the assistance of Greg Wauson, Vic Terrific, Dale Law,
Laurie Pearson, and guest Roslyn Cole. He had
members calculate numbers and reveal their solutions, then gave them their respective cubes to mix
up. After all cubes were mixed and placed back in
places the members chose, he turned around the
stacked cubes and they spelled “IBM Ring 76” on
the reverse side.
Next was Rich Robertson. Rich had some members use their phone calculators, and his wife
Cynthia handed out calculators to use. He had
members multiply numbers and he was able to
determine the solution before they could be done
electronically. He had Miguel name a three-digit
number, which was 121, and said he would multiply it by a number within twenty-five seconds of a
stopwatch. He had guest Alvin Revilas name any
number between 200 and 20,000, then Rich multiplied the numbers with great speed and finished
well before the time was up.
Greg had Steve Sloan assist him. Greg introduced a Mr. Potato Head toy and various pieces.
Greg selected two of the pieces and asked Steve to
discard one. He had Steve select two pieces, and
Greg discarded one. They continued until only the
mustache piece remained. Steve opened the Mr.
Potato head toy, removed a prediction, and
revealed it contained a picture of the mustache
piece. Greg indicated it was from The Linking Ring
and explained it to members.
Greg introduced Dale Law as the next performer. Dale said he needed a little help and
showed a box that said “A Little Help” on it. He
placed on glasses, a little hat, and asked Greg to
select someone. Greg selected Tom Owen-Towle,
who rolled a dice and Dale wrote it down. Tom
selected Michael Johnson to help next who also
rolled a die and Dale wrote it down. Then Michael
selected Terry Lunceford to help roll a die. All of
the numbers totaled forty-two. Dale flipped the
page and there was a magic square where all numbers added up to forty-two each way they were
added.
Greg did some magic trivia questions for members, then introduced Vic Terrific. Vic borrowed a
five-dollar bill from Dale Law. He gave Alvin three
dice. He asked Miguel to use his phone to help add
numbers. Mike told Miguel his zip code. Then
Miguel went to Terry Lunceford and Vic asked him
to tell Miguel the day and year he was born. He had
Alvin roll the dice to form a three-digit number, and
had Miguel add the white one first, the black die
second, and the red die third, and asked Miguel to
announce the long number. He had Terry divide out
numbers, and it revealed Terry’s age and indicated
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it was three months past his birthday. Vic knew the
number Alvin had rolled. He had Alvin pull up
maps and put in Mike’s zip code. The larger total
from Miguel matched the serial number on the borrowed five-dollar bill.
Greg announced the last performer, Terry
Godfrey. Terry had Steve help. He had him count
ten cards into his hand. Then he had Tom OwenTowle think of any one of the ten. Then had Steve
count ten more. He wrapped the cards into a handkerchief. He had Greg imagine a card, and then
invisibly throw the card to Steve who placed it into
the deck through the handkerchief. He counted out
eight more cards for Tom, and then had Tom throw
it into the deck like a football player. Then they
were counted and there were only seven cards. He
asked Tom to name his card which was missing.
Then Steve opened the handkerchief and Tom’s
card had appeared in the handkerchief.
Mike called up the performers to take a photo and
asked for members to vote for the Performer of the
Month. Gary drew the winner of the 50/50 raffle,
and Mike won. Greg took a vote as to a swap meet
or lecture for the November meeting and swap meet
won. Mike mentioned that “Spooky Magic” is the
theme for next month. Mike adjourned the meeting
at 9:11 p.m.
Matthew King

RING 90, ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

Meets 1st Thu. of each month about 7:00 pm at Heights Cumberland
Presbyterian Church, Academy & Moon NE.
BILL FIENNING, Secretary
(505) 298-0743 / E-mail: wefienn@att,net

In keeping with our long-standing tradition, the
October meeting of Ring 90 was dedicated to
spooky, weird, and bizarre magic. President David
Dunlap opened the brief business meeting with a
discussion about moving the date for our annual
public show. Bill Martin shared information about
a large donation of vintage magic he had received,
which he will be sorting through with the help of
Brenda Lamon.
The spooky magic began with Member-atLarge Lisa Cousins attempting to receive a message “from the other side” for Brenda Lamon.
Brenda addressed a blank postcard to herself, and
after the group focused on a miniature crystal ball,
the hoped-for message had indeed appeared.
Bill Martin followed with an attempt to contact
the Big Guy himself, Harry Houdini. The presentation featured authentic audio from the final
Houdini seance held by Bess Houdini, with fascinating details about that event woven into the
effect. Houdini manifested by ringing a bell, and
by releasing a set of handcuffs from a solid rod.
When Bill explained that the handcuff release
(which he presented as a “spirit cabinet”) was a
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brand-new addition to his show, members were
impressed both with how polished this debut
appeared, and by the fact that a ninety-year-old
magician was adding new material to his act.
Tom Karas gathered the group around the table
to witness a mesmerizing close-up effect where
“Lady Liberty” (on a 1943 silver dollar) was
shown to stand on edge in the palm of his hand, and
then, under Tom’s hypnosis, slowly sink and lie
flat. The antique coin was passed around for examination afterwards.
President David Dunlap closed the magic with a
multi-phase “Cut and Restored String” effect
which included some original gags and patter. He
finished with an in-depth tutorial on his handling of
this classic and recommended “Kellar’s String
Trick” from Tarbell as a further resource.
The members then socialized, with Bill Martin
sharing more details about his full Houdini act and
some of the experiences he had through his years of
presenting it. Charlene Martin then distributed a
wonderful and unique collectible to each person
present: a lapel pin of Bill Martin as Houdini.
Members expressed their appreciation, and the
meeting adjourned.
Lisa Cousins

RING 92, VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA –
The Vancouver Magic Circle (Charles Howard Ring)
Meets 4th Thurs. except July, Aug. and Dec., 7:00 pm, Sunrise
Community Hall, 1950 Windermere St., Vancouver, B.C.
ROD BOSS, President
E-mail: rodboss@gmail.com / Web site: www.ibmring92.com

The Vancouver Magic Circle’s annual auction
took place at our meeting hall on Thursday,
September 30, 2021. This was the first official live
meeting since the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Arriving at the hall early to set up for the auction
were Rod Boss, Roy Hopwood, Graham Kita, and
Dennis Chan. The doors opened at six p.m. in order
to let the sellers in to set up their tables. All Covid19 regulations were strictly enforced according to
law.
This is the night where members auction off
some of their magic equipment that they don’t
want or use anymore. Some items were brand new,
and some items were “collectors’ items.” Items
ranged from box magic, books, publications,
DVDs, silks, silk magic, and magic props and
much more.
Rod Boss started the bidding process then
Jordan Vo took over as the auctioneer. He did an
excellent job as auctioneer in keeping the auction
running smoothly and quickly. Thanks Jordan.
Graham Kita and Rod Boss were the runners
by bringing the bought items to the buyers. The
auction is always a fun filled event. “Hagglese” is
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the official language at our auctions. Buyers and sellers could be heard throughout the hall as buyers and
sellers were trying to get the best prices for their items.
The bidding was fast, furious, and at times hilarious.
There were plenty of “bargain basement” deals for
everyone. I am sure that a lot of sellers were selling
off some of their magic “stuff” that they bought at previous auctions and probably haven’t used yet.
Roy Hopwood, our treasurer, and Care Elise
were on their computers by making sure that all
items bought and sold were properly recorded in
order to avoid any mix-ups or missing items and
that all of the costs matched the purchases. Every
year it seems like a lot of sellers went home with
more “stuff” than they brought to sell at the auction.
I.B.M. Past International President Shawn
Farquhar donated a wireless microphone system to
the club. Rod Boss donated five door prizes worth
a total of over two hundred dollars. The winners of
the door prizes were Mike Vetterli, Simon
Cassegrain, John Stenning, Dennis Chan, and Ed
Goldberg. Congratulations everyone. Bottled
water was supplied by Graham Kita. Dennis Chan
and Care Elise provided hand sanitizers.
Catching up on some late Vancouver Magic
Circle business, Graham Kita presented Jordan Vo
with his 2020 Tip Top and Tootsie medal and certificate. He also received a VR headset from a previous ticket draw and a pair of wireless headphones
from Bryn Williams. Congratulations Jordan.
Graham Kita took photos of the evening’s events.
Percy Poole, one of our founding members donated
some magic to the club. Jack Bastow asked the
Vancouver Magic Circle to sell some magic for him
but that was not donated. The members wished yours
truly, Dennis the “Bulldog” Chan a happy birthday.
He just turned seventy-nine. Rod Boss, Graham and
Terri Kita gave him a birthday card. Thanks everyone.
The business portion of the meeting included talking about the Halloween meeting, the Halloween
dress up contest, and the Halloween themed contest
for the Tip Top and Tootsie trophy. Many thanks to
Rod Boss and Graham Kita who spent a Saturday
afternoon sorting and cataloguing the magic stuff for
the auction. There weren’t as many sellers at this
year’s auction as in previous years, but for all those
who took part in the evening’s fun event, everyone
enjoyed themselves. There were nineteen members in
attendance.
Dennis Chan

RING 93, DUBUQUE, IOWA – Tri-State Magic Club

3rd Sun., 7:00pm, Hy-Vee meeting room, 400 Locust St., Dubuque, Iowa
BOB BEARDSLEY, President, (563) 556-8584
E-mail: rbeardsly@Q.com

Rob Gomoll opened our September meeting
with another one of his classic poems called “See
the Magic in Nature.”
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You can see magic in common places: / A mage
on stage / Will entertain with legerdemain / To
many awestruck faces. / Magicians make coins
appear / From behind your ear. / Cards change
color before your eyes, / The logical mind, their act
defies. / But these next things will put your mouth
agape / As would a Houdini escape. / Even magic’s
elite / Can’t compete / With the Creator’s Mighty
Hand. / Did you know there are 10,000 stars for
every single grain of sand? / If a single human’s
DNA were stretched into straight lines / It would go
from Earth to Pluto seventeen times! / When
you’re sitting in your easy chair, / Why don’t you
experience mal de mer? / That chair, with you in it,
/ Is spinning at around seventeen miles per minute!
/ Yes, beyond stage mentalism, / Inside the tiny
atom is a virtual solar system. / Niels Bohr theorized / The nucleus and electrons are like our Sun
and planets, miniaturized. / There are amazing
things outside our door if we only look, / Or, if we
open up a science book. / In our old way of thinking, we may see an obstacle. / With Nature and
magic, anything is possible!
Rob then performed an “Any Card at Any
Number” type trick which he learned on YouTube
from A Million Card Tricks. He put any suit in
descending order from king to two followed by an
indifferent card on the bottom of the deck. A mock
shuffle was done. The spectator was “forced” to
pick any card away from that stack at the bottom.
The chosen card was then placed at the top of the
deck. Rob then cut the deck, leaving the chosen
card under the indifferent card in the descending
stack. He then turned the deck face up and had the
spectator cut about half the deck and complete the
cut. Whatever card the spectator cut to was, the
number of cards from the top of the deck, is the
spectator’s chosen card.
We were also honored to have a special guest
from Lena, Illinois, about one hour from Dubuque.
Will Williams, an aspiring young magician recently completed a University of Dubuque magic class
taught by club president Bob Beardsley. Will
amazed the club members as he performed several
classics of magic. First of all, he performed “Color
Monte,” the classic con game of the spectator trying to keep track of the blue diamond. Last he performed his version of the “Last Trick of Dr. Jacob
Daley,” another classic that has survived the test of
time. Will wowed the club members with his skill,
original patter, and simply a great presentation of
these effects. I am pretty sure that WilI inspired
several members to locate their own Color Monte.
I also should have mentioned that Will is only
eleven years old. Bob Beardsley then reviewed
some of the key points and handling of the Daley
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effect and why this transposition was so magical.
Adam Kieffer performed a nine-card spelling
bee trick. He started by placing three packets of
three cards on the table and asked a spectator to
pick one packet and then decide which card they
would like to use. The selected card was shown to
the audience and then placed face down on the bottom of their packet and then you start by setting
three packets of three cards each onto the table in
front of the spectator. Ask them to pick up one
packet and have them decide which of the three
cards they would like as theirs. The card was
shown to the audience and then placed face down
on the packet. The remaining packets were placed
on top of the selected packet. In this case the selected card was the Queen of Hearts. Adam then
spelled out the key words while dealing into several piles. The packet was then given to the spectator
who spelled out any five-letter word and like magic
the selected was in the fifth position. Adam also
performed a four-ace effect in which twenty cards
were used as the four aces were placed face down
in the face up pack of sixteen cards. He then dealt
out the cards in two packets of ten and asked the
spectator which packet to turnover. The two packets were then mixed alternating one card from each
until all were used. Cards were then shown to be
completely mixed. Adam then dealt four hands of
poker and the spectator was allowed to choose odd
or even. The entire packet was then placed inside a
card box, given a shake and with the spectator saying his favorite magic word, the aces were magically all facing the same way.
Mark Pepelea explained that each person has
their own energy and that with practice, it is possible to detect their residual energy that they leave on
objects. Each of two assistants were given half of a
deck and were asked to select ten cards. Mark then put
on a blindfold and turned away. Each assistant was
asked to select a single card, memorize it, and put it
face down on the table. They then took the other person’s card and placed it into their packet and mixed
their packet of ten so that they did not know where the
selected packet was. The packets were placed on the
table, one on top of the other. Mark slowly dealt the
cards from the packet to the table, putting two aside
when he felt the energy was right. When the cards
were revealed, it turned out that only one was correct.
Mark admitted that perhaps he needed more practice
with detecting residual energies. The effect was “Half
Track II” by Taylor Imagineering.
Chris Westemeier closed with an effect based on
the Stroop Effect, but I must have been asleep at the
wheel and failed to write down most of the details.
Will Williams did add that he had read about the
Stroop Effect in the library.
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The club was also fortunate that Micheal Heeren
brought two guests and potentially new members,
Rick Frazier and Joshua Mohr. Rick told some interesting stories about making balloon animals for children in the Philippines. Bob Beardsley then performed some of his favorite effects for Rick and Josh
and encouraged them to attend future meetings.
Adam Kieffer gave us some details about a possible club event coming up on December 4th,
called Merry Market. This will be a great opportunity for club members to perform in a close-up setting and advertise the Tri-State Magic Club.
Bob Beardsley

RING 94, HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND – The King Ring

Meets 4th Weds. each month, 7:30 p.m., Hagerstown American Legion,
Northern Ave., Hagerstown, MD / Web site: www.kingmagicring.com
JOHN SWOMLEY, President / E-mail: johnnyo@trickyperson.com

King Magic Ring had a lecturer join us for our
first in-person lecture in a very long time. And,
what a lecture! The attendance was outstanding,
and the lecture was top tier! We were joined by the
Dean of the Magic and Mystery School, Dr. Larry
Hass. Larry is a new neighbor, having moved to the
Washington, D.C. area.
Everyone was thrilled by his lecture which started off with a show, including an appearing shot
glass. Dr. Hass talked about how the fundamental
unit of magic is not the trick, but the show. He said
each show must have an engaging opening, a lyrical middle, and a punchy close. He challenged us to
do things that don’t feel like tricks, but which
instead feel like magic. The influence of Eugene
Burger was prominent, as Larry was a student of
his. Larry shared Eugene’s unique version of his
“Spot Card,” challenging all to think outside the
box. It does not rely on the usual methods. “The
Million Dollar Card Mystery” left everyone gasping at the final reveal. “Tale of the Rabbi
Magician” was a group favorite. “The Friendship
Game” was a welcome insider’s lesson in equivoque.
Larry also showed us a couple new uses for the
Raven and discussed some of what is in his upcoming book, Eugene Burger: Final Secrets. The
evening was filled with yet more amazing mysteries. Please book Larry Hass as soon as you can.
You’ll be glad you did.
John Swomley

RING 96, LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA –
Merlin Eifert Ring

Meets 3rd Sat., 7:00 pm at the Seal Beach North Community Center,
3333 Saint Cloud Dr., Seal Beach, CA
Web site: www Ring96.com
CLIFF GERSTMAN, Secretary / E-mail: Cliffg37@verizonz.net

On September 18th, Ring 96 met for our latest
gathering. It feels so good to be back to “live”
meetings, and this was evidenced by the level of
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friendly discussion that happened both before and
after the meeting. All the magicians and our guests
were hungry for human interaction.
The tension built in the room as we got ready for
the “Close-up” competition. This would be our
first magical competition in almost two years, and
there was some fine polished magic to see.
The first performer was Larry (Zeezo)
Campbell. Larry had a card selected and found the
card by reading the spectator’s mind in a most hysterical manner. He used a stethoscope that had a
plumber’s plunger on the end. When placed on the
volunteer’s head it enabled Larry to read the fellow’s mind. Next Larry got down to business and
put two coins in a spectator’s hand. Larry took one
out and asked the spectator which coin he wanted.
The correct coin was left behind. A rolled-up
signed dollar bill was used for a Zig-Zag illusion;
the signed bill was restored intact. Larry did his
signature effect in which a one-dollar bill becomes
a ten, then a ten becomes a hundred, and a one-dollar bill becomes four quarters in a mis-made
bill. He ended his set with an “Invisible Deck”
effect.
Mark Kiyabu took the stage. A matchbox was
left on the table while Mark had several audience
members call out attributes of a playing card. It
came down to the Queen of Hearts. Her majesty
proved to be folded up inside the matchbox. A volunteer chose a card for Mark to do an ESP
trick. Several piles of cards were made and mixed,
and Mark named and found the correct card.
Phil Ureno began his set by explaining how he
became a time traveler. He wore appropriate
steampunk accouterments to match that theme
too. Phil showed us two coins, one red, one black.
Three times he put the red coin in his pocket, only
to find it had returned to his hand by traveling back
in time. Finally, he vanished both coins. Phil did a
card trick that featured a deck of cards with all different backs. A volunteer chose two cards. They
were the only two cards that matched on the face
and the only ones to match on the back.
Marty Gorman was next, and he did the onecoin trick. The problem was his one coin kept
somehow multiplying. It became two coins, then
three, and finally four. He managed to vanish them
one at a time and was left with one coin. Marty
poured six poker chips onto the table from a bag. A
volunteer pulled five of them forward. All five had
the word “Lose” on the back. The remaining chip
said, “Win.” Marty used a jumbo deck of cards and
a pre-written prediction for his next effect. He had
two volunteers shuffle parts of the deck, and had
the deck shuffled back together flip-flop style. His
predictions matched the state of the cards in terms
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of how many were face up and face down, what
colors they were, and finally where the Two of
Clubs was in the deck.
Bill Pearce started his set with an explanation of
why half dollars were so rare. He covered a glass
with a cloth and set a quarter on it. The quarter
passed through the cloth and fell into the glass. He
caused a few other coins to pass through the cloth
as well. He put the cloth away and brought out a
see-through silk. He repeated the trick using the
see-through silk to prove that nothing was hidden. He had a volunteer pick a card. It was the Ten
of Hearts. All the other cards in the deck turned
blurry and out of focus. Only the ten remained
clear. Replacing the ten restored the deck to normal.
John Piercy started with the four jacks. He had
all face up, but one at a time they turned upside
down. How was the trick done? With mirrors, the
backs of the cards were mirrors. John had a volunteer pick a card through a series of cuts. The card
was lost in the deck. He spelled out the card’s
name, and there it was. He had stopped spelling at
the correct spot to find the card. Volunteers chose
two random cards. They were inserted into the
deck and somehow were the mates to the card right
next to them. Later he had a volunteer guess if a
series of cards were red or black. The volunteer
was one hundred percent right in calling the colors
of all the cards.
David Fisher came to the stage wearing a ribbon
with a bottle cap on it. He vanished the bottle cap
but found it in his hand. He vanished it again, but
the bottle cap soon reappeared back on the ribbon. David opened a small box and in it was another bottle cap and a spindle. He put the spindle
through the bottle cap to make a spinning toy
top. The top soon began to fly. Up, down, and even
behind his back like the UFO card trick.
Daniel Hurtt was next, and he vanished four of
ten one dollar bills only to have them reappear in
his wallet. He had four volunteers call out numbers. He counted to those numbers in a deck of
cards. Each spot was bookmarked with a dollar
bill. The volunteers had somehow picked the four
kings. Another volunteer cut the cards into four
piles. The top card of each were the four
queens. The four queens and kings soon danced. In
one pile of alternating colors, they sorted themselves at the snap of a finger. Lastly, a randomly
chosen card was round paper clipped in a plastic
sleeve.
Ram Rivas claimed he would turn a volunteer
into the world’s greatest card hustler. He had a volunteer cut the cards to four piles, and there were the
four aces on the top. He said he would find the King
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of Spades in a borrowed deck, and he did just that
after taking some random cards face down out of
the pack.
As the ballots were being counted, some of the
magicians did a few more effects to entertain the
audience.
When all was said and done, John had taken
third place, Larry was in second, and Daniel was
not only in first place, but also won the “People’s
Choice” award. This was another exciting night at
Ring 96!
Cliff Gerstman

RING 102, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA The Maurice Rooklyn Ring

Meets 3rd Tues. of month at 7:30 p.m. at Northside Chatswood
Salvation Army Church Hall Cnr. Bertram and Johnson Street
Chatswood.
DALE TRUEMAN, President / email: daletrueman@me.com

September meeting is our AGM, and we had a
very fast election with little change before we got
on to the main and important part of the meeting,
the entertainment. We are still in a Covid-19 lockdown and unable to meet in person, so we again
had a Zoom meeting.
Our re-elected president, Dale Trueman, had
volunteered to run the meeting with an evening to
“Teach and Learn.” Dale had asked five members
to teach an effect or routine in under about twenty
minutes. Our first “teacher,” Anthony Dillon, had
been fascinated by a routine shown to our Ring by
English performer, Mark Leveridge over a Zoom
lecture a few months ago. Mark’s routine with a
silk and ring was the starting point for Anthony to
devise his own penetration of a “Coin through
Silk.” His explanation was clear, and I am sure that
many of our members spent time later that night
practicing with a coin and handkerchief or silk.
Peter Rodgers is a big advocate of the literature
of magic, both books and magazines. They have
many advantages over video instructions. Tonight,
he performed and taught John Bannon’s “Bluff
Oracle Aces 1” from Bannon’s great book
Destination Zero. Peter recommends all of John
Bannon’s writings from when he wrote his early
books and edited “The Card Corner” column in
The Linking Ring, through to his DVDs and recent
books and columns in Genii magazine. Peter then
explained that it was Karl Fulves who first came up
with the idea of finding a card by eliminating packets of cards via the Reverse Faro in his effect
“Oracle” from the November 1970 issue of The
Pallbearers Review (Vol. 6 No. 1). Lin Searles was
the brainsbbehind producing the four aces on the
way in “Moracle” Pallbearers July 1971 (Vol. 6
No. 9). John Bannon, however, was the final
genius putting it all together and routining it with
multiple false shuffles to retain the stock of aces.
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Our President Dale then came back to explain
the “Salt Pour” routine that he had performed at a
previous meeting. When we are not in lockdown
Dale is performing as “Snowy,” a drug dealer from
Sydney’s criminal past in a theatre restaurant in
Sydney’s Inner Eastern suburbs. Snowy is a
cocaine dealer and in this routine the salt is now
cocaine, the drug of preference in the early years of
the twentieth century. Dale showed us a video of a
rehearsal of a performance. He then explained how
he had researched salt pours and had discovered
that the best resource was Levent. Dale uses multiple Levent gimmicks during each night’s performance where he has to repeat the act four times. He
explained his set up, his moves, and how he controls the gimmicks. He explained how he disposes
of the gimmicks into a Topit and his source of fine
salt which gives a much better and longer pour than
standard table salt.
Conway Restom is known for his mental magic
but tonight he was teaching some coin effects.
Conway repeatedly produced coins from his bare
and sleeveless hands and then vanished them one
at a time. He spoke of moves and ideas by David
Stone and David Roth. He told us how to use large
coins and how to palm multiple coins and to learn
to drop them from the palm one at a time. He
explained how to make your hands look natural by
pushing the thumb out and to stop the unnatural
curve of the back of the hand by pushing the little
finger out. Conway talked about the choreography
of the effect, and he spoke of the symmetry of
movement such as doing the same action with both
hands. He also spoke of pre-conditioning, such as
pretending to produce a coin from a child’s ear with
an empty hand, then do it for real. He likes to make
use of the dirty hand and to use different methods in
the routine. He credited his final vanish to Joshua
Jay’s vanish in the “Triad Coins” routine available
from Vanishing Inc. Conway also highlighted as a
good reference book, Peter Lamont and Richard
Wiseman’s Magic in Theory which examines the
ways in which human psychology plays its part in
magic and sleight of hand.
Peter Wood, the last of the organised teachers
performed and then taught “The Homing Card,”
made a classic by the incomparable Fred Kaps as
was the “Salt Pour.” Peter, to get away from card
tricks likes to use UNO cards making this a family
friendly routine. Peter says he is going to show you
an effect with five red cards, but when he shows
them one of them is black, “No matter I’ll get rid of
that, it will work with four red cards” but when
counted another one is black again. Then three then
two and then one and the black card keeps returning. It’s a great and very funny routine with many
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methods going back to the 1940s. Originally
invented by Fred Braue and published in Hugard
and Braue’s Showstoppers With Cards in 1948.
Peter’s version was based on Bill Malone’s routine
which was again based on an Ed Marlo version.
Marlo originally wrote it up in the New Tops Trick
Annual for 1963.
We always encourage members to perform at
our meetings and Phuoc Can Hua volunteered. He
showed us a fan of cards, with a flick they turned
into a fan of jumbo cards. Phuoc then taught us all
how to make our own set with just a few spare
cards, some cheap jumbo cards from the local dollar shop, a split pin clip some thread and some glue.
Well done Phuoc. Jeffrey Clark got a spectator to
bind his thumbs with tape. Jeffrey did the same to
himself. They then covered their hands with a
cloth, but Jeffrey managed to escape instantly
upsetting the poor spectator who was trapped.
Because we were using Zoom technology some
members of Ring 273 Canberra in the Australian
Capital Territory 250 kilometres (150 miles) to our
south joined us. Both Phil Bevan and Joe McGrailBateup of the Canberra Ring performed. Phil performed a novel “Coin Matrix” using the Zoom
technology to assist him. Joe then attempted to
read a spectator’s mind by using a strange “Wiki”
app. He finally succeeded after a few attempts. Joe
then produced a pack of cards apparently made up
of cards from fifty-two casinos. One card was chosen from the back and another from the face. When
the cards were turned over it was discovered that
Joe had predicted the cards prior to the start of his
performance. It was a fine performance of Liam
Montier’s “What Happens In Vegas” from
Alakazam Magic in England.
After the performances many of us lingered on
to fraternise amongst old friends. Peter Rodgers

RING 105, COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA –
The Coe Norton Ring

Meets 2nd Thur. of the month at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 1715 Bull
St., Columbia, SC 29201
GREG EDMONDS, Secretary / Email: gregoryedmonds@me.com
Facebook: Columbia Magic Club IBM Ring 105
Website: www.IBMRing105.org

The October meeting was held with three members in attendance. Though few in number, we
enjoyed the fellowship. Mike Kimble performed
the card effect, “Red Hot Momma.” Mike’s handling and presentation was excellent. Mike Collins
performed an original effect he calls, “The Switch,”
which involved a card transposition. Tony Metze
performed, “The Gift,” a card prediction.
Much discussion followed about various performers with a bit of discussion on the Amazing Kreskin.
If you are in Columbia, join us.
Tony Metze
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RING 113, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY –
Audley Walsh/Conrad C. Bush

Meets 1st Thurs. 8:00 pm, at St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 300 Forest
Ave., Lyndhurst, NJ.
ANTHONY FERRER, Secretary
web site: ibmring113@yahoo.com

This evening’s turnout was impressive for another live meeting. The theme was spooky or candy-oriented magic. Ring emperor extraordinaire Richard
Micucci fired things up with a flaming dove pan that
magically erupted into a font of wrapped chocolates
that were passed around for ravenous consumption. Rich also demonstrated some candy/wand
strike vanishes and transpositions.
Jonathan Blair demonstrated his coin tray routine with a jumbo coin kicker and his compact
walk-around “Miser’s Dream” set up. Tattooed exbiker two-fisted prestidigitator Dennis DeMarco
performed his signature “Card Warp” manipulation where the three cards visibly melted and morphed before the eyes of the slack-jawed ringsters!
Phil Schwartz hauled in some of his collectable
Tenyo tricks including the spook-themed Dracula
Bank, Bare Bones, and Phantoma, a ghost and
Glorpy effect. Big Al Thompson performed his
stage presentation of “Hypno Silks” and “Mental
Epic” that he was working on for an upcoming
Halloween show.
Carl Morano shared his love for a creepy Ron
Frost baby-faced observation test packet trick called
“Face The Facts.” Michael Healy performed some
tongue-twisting sleight of mouth with Mint-O where
a lifesaver substitutes for the old razor blade on
thread illusion. He followed up with a bubble gum
contest that climaxed with a seemingly never-ending
pink stream of bubble gum mouth coil! Healy also
showered the gathering with Halloween candy produced from an empty bag, a sweet-toothed variation
on the Miser’s Dream effect.
Card-man (um, card-person!) John Henderson
astonished the club with his rendition of Ben Earl’s
“Red Herring” where a pack of cards is shuffled,
and a card is remembered by the spectator. Despite
the pack being repeatedly shuffled and cut, the performer nails the selected card. John continued with
“All Backs” by Frank Garcia where the audience is
seemingly hypnotized into believing the faces of
all the cards have vanished, leaving only double
backers!
Michael Healy retaliated with a five-card divination mystifying effect and Dan Silvestri closed
out the night with a “Coins Across” in his hands
and a ghostly card prediction with chalk and
séance slates!
The energized Ring members continued to
socialize and jam nearly up until the witching hour!
Carl Morano

www.magician.org

129

PP 107-146 RRS.qxp_RRPAGES.qxp 12/1/21 6:55 PM Page 24

RING 129, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI –
Heart of America Ring

Meets 1st. Thu. of every month.
LANCE RICH, President,
lance@lancerich.com / 4710 Stonecrest Ter., St. Joseph, MO 64506
(temporarily meeting by ZOOM – contact Lance for details)

As of October, we are still meeting in person,
with a Zoom add-on, at our new location. The
meeting began with a report from the nominating
committee, with the recommendation that Lance
Rich (I.B.M. Executive Committee member) be
re-elected for a second year as president. We will
furnish a complete list after the elections are held.
Lance then introduced the theme of the meeting,
which was “Mystery Boxes.” He began by producing several boxes, each of which was to figure in
one of the magicians’ routines. Shaun Rivera and
Alan Goodheart both performed with some small
boxes from which coins could be Produced,
including the Lippincott Box.
Steve Steiner displayed five boxes, each of
which was capable of producing a chosen brand of
candy while the other boxes were shown to be
empty. Phil King departed from the box concept to
perform a bank-note routine, showing how he had
re-designed the premise to avoid having the spectator feel like a “loser.” I.B.M. Past International
President David Sandy showed us one of his collectibles, a box manufactured by Milson Worth,
and spoke in general of how a box can be used to
enhance the mystery of a routine. He then
explained another mystery, how he had purchased
an ordinary looking box at a convention only to be
told it was worth several hundred dollars. The mystery was why it was valued so highly.
Paul Patterson then used some production boxes
for a mis-made flag routine. Lance showed how
sometimes the mystery of a box is how to open it.
He also gave a brief talk about what may be the
most famous box of all, Robert Houdin’s Light and
Heavy Chest, which will be auctioned this month.
He told the story of how the famous magician utilized it to help prevent France from going to war.
Shawn Rivera followed by performing a routine
based on the same principle, only done in miniature: Paul Harris’s light and heavy coin, in which
the spectator is unable to lift a coin from the table
after the magician shows how easily it could be
done.
Lance then introduced a special guest who had
joined the meeting on Zoom, Adele Rhindress, a
veteran of magic who had joined the travelling
Blackstone show seventy-four years ago. She
shared some memories of that time, including having been in Missouri on election night 1948 when
Missourian Harry Truman edged out Thomas
Dewey for the presidency.
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I.B.M. Past International President Roger Miller
followed by giving two positive book reviews,
John Fisher’s Heroes of Magic and Joshua Jay’s
How Magicians Think.
To conclude the meeting, three members took
part in the open “Share the Magic” segment. Dennis
Burks produced both a ball and die from an apparently empty box. Brad Lynn showed us a high-tech
trick he has been working on, in which a picture of
a selected card is revealed on a spectator’s phone.
Jason Moore returned us to the “Mystery Box”
theme, showing us a “Mystery Box” that he had
purchased from Tannen’s. He had planned to open
the box to see what magic was enclosed, but he
backed off, saying he preferred to keep the mystery
for a while longer, thus concluding the meeting with
a true sense of mystery.
Stu Lewis

RING 131, DENVER, COLORADO –
Mile High Magicians Society – The Earl Reum Ring
2nd Thu., 7:00pm RiverPointe Senior Community of Littleton, 5225
South Prince St., Littleton, CO 80123
GLENN PROULX Secretary / glennproulx@gmail.com
Web site: www.milehighmagicians.com

Gene Gordon opened with a die trick with a paddle move. Drew Cardella did Rick Lax’s “Reverse
Psychology,” a fun version of the Eight Card
Brainwave and predicted Mike Anger’s card
choice as the only one without an X on the back.
Bruce Spangler explained Thayer’s Dove Bottle
(sometimes called Rat Bottle) where a ring is borrowed, ground up, and lost. Drinks are then poured
from a bottle for six people, each different, and it
becomes an “any drink called for” trick. The bottle
is then broken, and the dove (or rat or guinea pig)
comes out with the intact ring tied around its neck.
Glenn Proulx was the highlight trick of the
evening where Glenn performed the most amazing
vanishing act (as the power in his house went out
and he missed the entire meeting)!
Gene Gordon did “Numbers” a trick published
in “Card Corner” in The Linking Ring several years
ago. There is a prediction card shown, the spectator
picks a number of cards between ten and twenty,
subtracts the number of cards his two-digit number
adds up to, and the prediction matched!
Don Zellner had to deal with babysitting his kids
but taught us how to escape from handcuffs.
Gene Gordon taught a Benson Bowl routine by
Patrick Snowden in the Paul Harris books.
Collin Toepfer showed three colored balls in a
tube and after being covered by a cylinder, the order
of the balls changed. He then showed a “magic
drawer” that produced objects when opened. This
was part of a “magic” postage stamp set.
Lewis Peacock showed a disappearing flower
eaten by his rabbit puppet. He uses this in his kids’
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shows to get all the kids to come back to the show
and settle down. Gene closed with a four ace production.
Glenn Proulx

RING 148, ADELAIDE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA –
Garden City Ring

Meets 4th Weds., (except Dec. & Jan) 7:30pm The Bombshelter, South
Rd., Thebarton. www.ibm148blogspot.com
KEVIN CASARETTO, Secretary
E-mail: ibmring148secretary@gmail.com

It was a dress-up night, and it was good to see
some of the members were dressed for the evening.
Present were Drew Ames, Steve Burford, Tom
Weil, Murray Cooper, and Kevin Casaretto.
If we are to have our club and magic promoted, we would like as many members as possible to
attend the next meeting so we can get lots of input
into what we will show. It would be good to have
magic on our community TV.
As there was very little business to discuss it was
straight into performing and what a great night it
was. Steve performed a disappearing silk trick with
the silk just returning all the time. Fantastic job
Steve.
Drew with his colour swapping crayons and ring
and rope routines were just amazing. Well done
Drew.
Murray showed just how good he is with his collection of card effects with his reject cards and
marked cards routines. One of Australia’s best card
workers at his best. Super magic from Murray.
Tom with an Eight of Diamonds card routine
with a marked deck was just unbelievable and we
could all see just how professional Tom is. Fine
performance.
Kevin did a basic version of ring escape and a
non-gimmicked “Rising Card.” Well done.
Kevin Casaretto

RING 157, CORPUS CHRISTI, TX – Lettie Barnes Ring

Meets 1st Thu., 6:00 p.m. at Ronald McDonald House, 3402 Fort Worth
St., Corpus Christi, TX
JOE DOUGLAS, Secretary
5014 Romford Dr., Corpus Christi, TX 78413
Email: douglasjp3@yahoo.com

Members met at a local restaurant. The initial
discussion was about our recent convention experiences and things we learned at TAOM 2021 in
Pflugerville, Texas. The nomination of the club’s
new secretary was the first order of business for the
club. Kase Wright was nominated as the club’s new
secretary. The nomination was unanimously
approved. After some chit chat the focus of the
meeting was card forces. Ben Abbott showed us
the force that he is using for his shows. Members
then proceeded to show various card forces.
A discussion of timing forces followed, with
great input from Jonathan Cooper, Michael
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Gleason, and John Coyler. Michael Gleason
showed “Four Sided Gemini” by John Bannon and
“Technicolor Cheek to Cheek” by R. Paul Wilson,
card tricks he has been working on. Kase Wright
talked about his work on Breather Crimps and the
Zarrow Shuffle. He then showed a variation of Dai
Vernon’s “Triumph” using the Zarrow Shuffle.
Jonathan Cooper shared the “Dracula Book Test”
by Peter Turner, which he has been working on.
Magic is still alive and well in Corpus Christi.
Kase Wright

RING 170, ORLANDO, FLORIDA – Bev Bergeron Ring
3rd Wed., 7:30 p.m., at IHOP on Kirkman Road, Orlando, FL.
DENNIS PHILLIPS, Secretary
E-mail: dphillips13@cfl.rr.com
Web site: www.Ring170.com

We had another live and in person meeting in
September. President Mike Matson called the
meeting to order. He gave a run down on the venues in the Orlando area with magic show attractions.
Mike Bondi told an interesting story with a connection to the 9-11 Twin Towers incident twenty
years ago. In the 90s Bondo was in Puerto Rico and
saw that a local magic star was performing in San
Juan, and he tried to make contact. A few years
later Bondi saw a news story after 9-11 which featured a hero janitor who had led many people to
safety and Bondi recognized the name and was
able to make contact and it was the same magician
he knew before. The magician had moved to New
York and was working at the Trade Center.
Phil Schwartz attended the Magic Collectors
Conference in Las Vegas and gave a detailed report
of his visit to the David Copperfield Magical Arts
Museum and showed and explained a poster with
the floor plan that was given to him on the tour.
Dr. Ken Schreibman, MD Radiologist, presented an excellent PowerPoint on the history of the
Zig Zag Illusions, tracing it from Robert Harbin’s
creation to being unethically stolen with tens of
thousands of unauthorized copies. Dr. Ken then
concluded with three excellent small versions
using zig zagged playing cards.
Dennis Phillips showed his version of the classic
“Orange, Lemon, Egg, and Canary” effect and
gave a history of several performers who have
done it and their methods.
Dan Stapleton had an excellent effect with a
deck of cards and four paper plates. Four audience
volunteers cut a shuffled deck and hopelessly
mixed the deck up into four piles. After privately
selecting one card each and writing it on their paper
plate, Dan was then able to name each of their
cards, which he had never seen since he was standing on the other side of the room. He finished and
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explained that this performance was tough because
he had accidently spilled some lemonade on the
cards and was frantically making sure they did not
stick. This effect is from his DVD and lecture
Cards as Theater.
Thom Parkin had four spectators select four
cards and he knew which each one was. He said
that the effect used an Aronson Stack, and he has
developed a mnemonic deck to speed up the memorization process. His idea is excellent, and he has
those available to anyone who is interested.
Finally, Ryan Stiner had an old antique magic
book with some bizarre and spooky magic in time
for Halloween. He presented an interesting and
scary Tarot card reveal and followed by having a
spectator do random moves with a coin on a ninecard matrix of suspected murderers and even
though he was blind folded, he had cards removed
one at a time and knew exactly where the coin was
at all times and which cards were not a picture of
the murderer.
Dennis Phillips

RING 185, HONOLULU, HAWAII –
Hawaii Magicians Society

Meets 4th Thur. each month(except Nov. and Dec.) 7:00pm KalihiPalama Public Library Auditorium, 1325 Kalihi St., Honolulu, HI 96817
HARVEY “MR. O” OUCHI, Secretary / mromagic@yahoo.com
www.hawaiimagicclub.com

Hawaii restrictions limits indoor groups to ten
and outdoor groups to twenty-five. The Covid
numbers and infection rates are still high but slowly decreasing.
Willy Chen presided over the monthly Zoom
meeting of I.B.M. Ring 185. The meeting was
called to order at 7:10 p.m. There were eight in
attendance, including one guest. Willy started off
the meeting with a comedy “Card in Glass” routine
similar to the plot of the Six Card Repeat. It was a
routine performed by Martin Lewis.
Curtis Kam announced that there will be a special Zoom magic show spearheaded by Brad
Kerwin of the Honolulu Magic Company. Curtis,
Brad, Mycah Muranaka, Nadina Montes, and Dr.
Kainoa Harbottle will be performing. There was
also an announcement that new officers will soon
need to be nominated and elected for 2022. It was
decided that it would be handled at the last meeting
of the year, the October meeting.
The theme for the evening was ring magic, using
linking rings or finger rings. Hugh Castell started
the evening with the routine he performed at last
month’s contest using a finger ring. He began with
the ring on his index finger and slowly moved the
ring from finger to finger until the ring had passed
through all four fingers. It’s as if the ring was melting through his fingers. He also shared a nice
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accompanying story about his father and relaxing
music. Joe Page performed a “Ring on String” routine by first pulling the ring through the rope and
then surprisingly popping the ring back on the rope
in a flash.
Mr. O performed two penetration tricks using a
rubber band and a finger ring. After threading a
rubber band through the finger ring, he slowly
pulled the ring through the middle of the rubber
band. Next, he made the ring penetrate the rubber
band, then broke the rubber band, as the ring fell
into his hand and immediately restored the broken
rubber band.
Curtis Kam showed the group a video clip of a
large glowing ring with the image of a hand (Kekoa
Erickson) producing cards with a final ending
dragon appearing inside the ring. Curtis called the
video, the “Rings of Dragon.” To end the ring
themed portion of the meeting, Willy Chen did a
tutorial of a “Linking Ring” routine using four teninch rings.
Part II of the Zoom meeting was a jam session
for anyone who wanted to share some magic.
James Lee shared a routine that used playing cards
as a printing press while printing pips onto blank
cards. Willy showed everyone another “Card in
Glass” routine, but this time he used a signed
selected card. Kenton Chun performed a nifty “Ring
on String” routine similar to Full Circle. Curtis
shared an “Oil and Water” routine that mesmerized
everyone. Willy showed everyone another card trick
using the one ahead principle. Mr. O requested that
James Lee perform his “Ninja Rings” routine, but
James couldn’t find his rings, so Willy performed it
instead. James Lee ended the evening by showing
the group a really nice two-card penetration trick
that Bob Windham showed him.
Thank you everyone for a great evening of
magic! A Hui Hou and aloha from Hawaii Ring
185!
Harvey “Mr. O” Ouchi

RING 192, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA –
Victor Saint Leon Ring

Meets 2nd Weds., 7:00 p.m., at the Mission Oaks Community
Center, 4701 Gibbon’s Dr., Carmichael.
JEFFREY TINKER, Secretary / E-mail: jtinker53@yahoo.com
Web site: www.magic1.org/ibm192

We began our October meeting with a brief discussion of our upcoming elections, and then it was
on with the magic! President Mike Steele taught us
a finger twisting ruse then performed the “Devil’s
Bedpost” with a poem to finish. Vikram Singh
gave Samuel Sage a vampire test based on “Out to
Lunch.” Samuel followed up with “Imagination”
with a chosen card out of four not only having a different back, but the other three cards were in fact,
blank.
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John Iacano showed us a “Torn and Restored
Halloween Party Banner” a la Fresh Fish and used
a card silk to reveal the chosen card in a fun routine.
John went on to show us how to construct our own
gimmicked bags for the silk reveal. David Wright
demonstrated a “Three Card Monte” variation he’s
been working on.
Dale Lorzo performed a lively Halloween
themed mini show including a “Cane to Bouquet,”
a jumbo “Casper and Wendy Monte,” and a ghost
hunt between a house and a school room, with the
ghost sliding back and forth like a die box. Shane
Romick closed our evening with a card-warp
involving jokers and witches.
Jeff Tinker

RING 193, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH –
Len and Thalia Swinyer Ring

Meets 1st Wed., 7:00 pm, at the Swinyer residence, 4970 Waimea Way,
Holladay, UT.
DAN PAULUS, Secretary / E-mail: danpaulusmagic@gmail.com
Web site: www.utahmagic.org

The Ring met for the first in-person meeting
since all the craziness began in 2020. Len snd
Thalia Swinyer again graciously opened their
home and theater for us to meet, eat (pizza, salad,
goodies, thanks to Thalia) and generally get back to
feeling normal. We had twelve members in attendance. Len started off with a short mini show with
a magical wand, a large flower bouquet that
instantly vanished, a crystal ball with mysterious
red glow inside, then picked out the glow and made
it vanish. Then he showed three normal silver CDs
and one by one they changed colors and then back
to normal and then a vanish. He then took some
rope with large loops, a la lasso, they became
looped together and then magically disentangled
as Len told the story of life with knots that come
along as we live. At the end the knots returned to
the looped rope and were separated as single separate rings of rope!
Mike Welch, president, then took the stage to
discuss how folks would like to see Ring meetings
held. Lots of ideas were offered, a sheet pad was
passed around and all put down ideas they would
like for future handling of Ring meetings and ways
to increase attendance.
Mont Dutson showed his close-up “Monster
Opener: The Eyes Have it!” (thank you Barry
Mitchell for the original “Can Opener”) where the
audience made some choices about a dream where
Mont was attacked (he hates eyeballs). They chose
one container as the result of the dream and opened
the other containers one by one to find each with a
large freaky eyeball! The chosen container had a
Frankenstein Monster wearing a blue tie, as predicted by the audience. Mont then told of his most
frightening movie scene, from the movie Alien
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where the monster embryo bursts forth out of the
stomach of a crew member. Mont showed a large
x-ray device and passed it over his stomach and the
embryo burst out through the center of it from his
stomach, much to the screams of Thalia and others.
Thanks to the daylight seance for the inspiration.
Chuck Heller brought along several items and
started with individual cue cards prompting the
audience, like “Oh,” “No,” “Not,” “The Magic
Coloring Book,” etc. It was a fun entertaining
series of effects and humor, including a Dracula
coffin-shaped paddle routine ending with an actual
wooden stake through the heart and showing no
Dracula on either side of the paddle. A haunted key
came out and suggested you could use loops to
help the illusion.
Eric Wanner drove down from S.A.M. Assembly
300 Ogden, Utah to be with us and showed a great
rainbow-type deck routine. He made a prediction of
two cards, and then used two spectators to take
turns counting down and stopping at their own
choice and choose the card stopped at. These were
inserted back into the deck, the deck spread and the
two prediction cards with the neighbor card. The
backs were shown to match as well as the two randomly selected cards matched the prediction cards.
Eric then spread the deck face up to show all the
remaining cards to be the Nine of Diamonds! Eric
then tipped the whole routine including his reasons
for his personal handling.
Dale then made his way to the stage and asked
Mike to follow his instructions as Dale sat with his
back turned. After some comedic mistakes by Mike,
a card was selected and Dale revealed what the card
was, all the while his back was turned. He also indicated this trick could be performed in person or on a
phone. He said it was called “Telephone ESP.”
We adjourned to the other room where Eric had
laid out a large selection of magical effects donated
to magicians from the estate of recently deceased
member Ron. Lots were drawn for the order for
each member to go to the table and make a selection. We had a great return to normal meeting and
laid some plans for running the Ring in the future.
Thanks to Len and Thalia for providing the pizza
and as always, the really cool basement theater.
Mont Dutson

RING 194, HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA –
Space City Magic Club

Meets 1st. Thu., 7:00pm Madison Christian Church, Hughes Rd.,
Madison, AL
MATT GROWDEN, President
E-mail: Growdne@yahoo.com

Ring 194’s October magic theme is usually
“Weird or Spooky” magic, but this October it was
extra weird and spooky with the lecture from Jamie
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Salinas. Spooky enough to make you wear Depends.
Weird as any Twilight Zone program, except the one
with William Shatner on the airplane. Or the one with
Robert Redford. You decide, we report. The magic
bug bit Jamie after watching Becky Blaney perform
the Invisible Deck, which Jamie perfected early in
his magic career. Jamie performed for twelve years at
the Magic Island in Houston, where only one of our
attendees had visited.
Great lecture via Zoom. Good stuff to fit anyone’s style of magic. Without giving away any
tricks especially the endings, “M&M Prediction”
and “Bullet Catching” trick get five stars. One raises your sugar level, the other can make a widow.
Magic, the spooky stuff, and then a Cold Reading
made for something for everyone.
Zooming in from house or McDonalds where
free WIFI is available were Ben May, David
Thompson, Matt Adams, unknown person, and
Brett Boyer. Watching as a group from the county
morgue were Jared Cassidy, Bill Mullins, Jack
Baldwin, George Patides, Dean Carter, Matt
Growden, Bill Waring, the Great Gavin, and
Patrick Brunson. Making thirteen weird or spooky
magi learning more weird or spooky stuff from a
weird and spooky guy.
Since no 194 members performed any October
magic, November’s theme will be Turkey (sucker
magic), Pilgrim (John Wayne magic), or Oktoberfest
Magic which members will perform with a German
accent.
Patrick Brunson

RING 205, LIMA/FINDLAY, OHIO –
Northwestern Ohio Magicians Association (NOMA)
Meets last Sun. of the month at Mike Grubbs’s home in Findlay.
GENE CRAFT, Secretary, 5038 Pheasant St., Elida, OH 45807
E-mail: Ecraft@woh.rr.com
Web site: www.angelfire.com/oh/ring205

Ring 205 met at Mike Grubbs’ home on
September 26, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. Roberta Howard
reported on our October 31 banquet. She has
reserved The Jones Mansion in Findlay. We will
have a tour, catered dinner, and then an evening of
magic. Gene Craft made a motion that the club pick
up the reservation fee and part of the cost of the
meals. Father Steve Blum seconded the motion
and it passed. We set October 25 as the cutoff date
for reservations.
We also nominated officers for the 2022 magic
year: President, Chris Topel, Vice President,
Roberta Howard, Secretary, Gene Craft, Treasurer,
Fr. Steve Blum. Officers are to be sworn in at the
banquet. Reminder that dues of fifteen dollars are
due by November 2021.
Father Steve Blum began the magic. He laid out
several rows of cards and asked an audience member to count off selected cards. After much manip-
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ulation the predicted card was revealed. Mike
Grubbs performed a “Cups and Ball” routine that
kept us guessing where the ball was. Kathy Mason
caused two interlocking safety pins to separate.
Gary Friedrich placed several cards inside different envelopes explaining a comical story with each
move.
Chris Topel borrowed a deck of cards, shuffled
the deck, and dealt three piles to the table. He then
found a selected card. Elizabeth Nauert and
Roberta Howard hosted the evening lecture.
Elizabeth folded a printed page into several angles
and then cut out pieces of the paper. To everyone’s
amazement the cuts left only her selected picture.
We all received a package of instructions, sample
folds, and sample printed pages.
Gene Craft showed Gary how he could find a
card in a shuffled deck and how he could predict a
selected card with Gary’s help or no help. Gene
also predicted the outcome of a shuffled deck of
cards and performed “Sidewalk Shuffle.” What a
wonderful night of magic.
Gene Craft

RING 211, GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN –
June Horowitz/John DeVries Magic Club

Meets 4th Mon., 7:00 pm, Brann’s Steakhouse & SportsGrille at 4157 S.
Divison Ave. Aug. & Dec. meetings TBA.
Web site: www.ring211.org
CHARLES BENNETT, Secretary / 324 National Ave. NW, Grand Rapids,
MI 49504 / E-mail: cbennettt724@comcast.net

President Dave Barritt started the evening off by
welcoming the club and there was a giveaway
(brand-new designer cards) via a quiz on the real
name of Chung Ling Soo. President Barritt also
broke down the different events happening in West
Michigan.
Next up was MagicBob Zoerman. Bob taught us
a great truth or liar routine.
The topic for tonight’s discussion was to talk
about our favorite magic books or DVDs. Phil
Gleason showed us his unique collection of books
penned by Punx (Ludwig Hanemann). Dave
Barritt talked about Mark Wilson’s Complete
Course in Magic and his first book he got when he
was a kid, 131 Magic Tricks for Amateurs. Along
the same lines, Jeff Brodrick showed us one of his
first books in magic, How to Entertain Children
with Magic You Can Do by Merlini. MagicBob
brought out his favorite DVD set, 13 Steps to
Mentalism by Corinda as presented by Richard
Osterlind.
Our business part of the meeting followed our
discussion, and the current membership status was
given along with the financials.
The highlight of every night is the performances. Gary Laundre performed three great tricks. He
started off with a piece of coal that transformed into
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a diamond. He followed up with an Okito box routine and ended with a sponge ball under glass routine he has been working on. Hank Slagter shows
off his miraculous ability to finish PI. Jeff Brodrick
performed an outstanding card divination effect
with the amazing Angeline. Gil Scott performed a
card trick that featured a card move called the
Illogical Double Lift (Harry Lorayne). Dave
Barritt magically pressed a metal ball into a quarter
and then took the mystical quarter and pushed a
rolled-up dollar bill through it. MagicBob ended
with a coin count prediction.
A great night, great club.
Dave Barritt

RING 216, SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA

Meets 2nd Wed each month at the Yu Ai-Kai Cultural Center, 588 N.
Fourth St., San Jose, CA
DAVID MARTINEZ, President
E-mail: president@ring216.org / Web site: www.ring216.org

Gregory Wilson made a return visit to Ring 216 –
but only via Zoom – to lecture at the August 2021
meeting. This well-attended presentation featured
half unpublished material and half effects “you’ve
seen before but probably have forgotten.” Even
those familiar with some of the material realized
again that just watching Greg was to receive a master course in misdirection and the use of persuasion.
Greg’s classic material included the poker chip
that vanishes and repeatedly appears on a spectator’s shoulder; his quick opener, in which five
blank cards turn into a royal flush; a bill that
changes into several different foreign currencies;
three coins that appear out of nothing and then vanish completely; a pencil that mysteriously flips end
for end; and how to have a spectator correctly
guess the amount of change in his pocket. The latter two effects were Greg’s favorites for obtaining
free upgrades at ticket counters, as he described
with a series of amusing real-life stories. As for the
newer material… to preserve the surprise, let’s
wait until they are released.
Among the many audience questions, perhaps
the one that received the lengthiest answer was
asked by Suyash J., “What do you want the spectators to care about?” It is a subject on which Greg
has given much thought, and he gave several
examples of his philosophy of starting with an idea
that arouses their curiosity, rather than immediately diving into the trick. “Grab their attention, sustain their interest; the magic is a visual exclamation
mark on what you just said.” Indeed!
A “Spotlight on Local Magic” was shining for
San Jose’s Ring 216 meeting of September 8, 2021.
Bay area magicians Jay Alexander and Brad Barton
appeared out of thin air – via Zoom – and talked
about their public shows, told stories, shared some
magic, and answered questions for forty attendees.
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First on the bill was Jay Alexander, proprietor of
the Marrakech Magic Theater (www.sanfranciscomagictheater.com), where he performs over four
hundred shows a year (in non-viral times). Asked
why he wanted a single performing venue, Jay
explained the appeal of a solo magic theater, of
which there are fifty in the country. Unlike cruise
ships, people come to a theater ready to see a magician, and unlike working on the street, one can use
all the theatrical elements, music, lights and even
silence. Jay orchestrates the entire audience experience, he greets the people as they enter the lobby,
does a little close-up, and then brings them into the
theater, where he makes some of them stars in his
show. For the Ring, he performed astounding
selections from his act, reading and controlling the
minds of remote Ring members Satvik, Gary G.,
and Fred R., but no spoilers will be given here.
Brad Barton, Reality Thief, then talked about his
shows The Lost Church and The Gift (www.thelost
church.com). He began with a performance that
charmed and astonished (and will also not be
described here). Brad’s presentations have a philosophical tone as he encourages the participants to
consider their dreams, their special memories, and
the place for gratitude in their lives. He described
his history at the small performance theater called
the Lost Church, which became his home for more
than five years with of sold-out shows.
Then Jay and Brad together answered questions
about the life of a magician. They both painfully
recalled their worst shows and spoke warmly of
their best shows. David C. asked why they both
chose mentalism, and in response they both emphasized the personal aspect for the audience – no other
magic was as engaging and as powerful. In answer
to a question from Perry Y., they both stressed the
importance of recording all your shows and watching yourself work, much as you might dislike it. As
Jay said, “If you hate yourself on video, how can
you expect others to watch you?” Problem solved,
their shows are a must for anyone in the Bay area
and are a guaranteed good time.
Gary Goldberg

RING 244, LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK – Frank Garcia Ring
Meets 1st Wed., 7:45 pm, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 99 Central
Park Road, Plainview, NY
STEVE GOLDSTEIN, President
E-Mail: srg427@aol.com / Web site: www.Ring244.org

Well, we finally had our first in-person meeting
since Covid and it started off on a somber note. In
April of 2020, the very beginning of the pandemic,
long time member and past president passed away.
Many members of Chris’s family and friends
attended the meeting to witness his Broken Wand
Ceremony. An emotional moment to say the least.
We all miss you, Chris.
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Our master of ceremonies for the evening,
Kevin Rhodehouse, requested that all the members
who were performing, since this was a special
meeting, to use some of their “A”material and
everyone complied.
Kevin Rhodehouse started things off with his
“Splash Bottle” where he produces a bottle of wine
from a balloon and his always enjoyable “Bill from
Kiwi.” Jeff Miller had a spectator select an animal
from a pad. A swan was selected. Jeff grabbed a
paper napkin and it formed into a swan! Mel
Boskin followed with a hysterical version of “Bess
Houdini’s Pearls!”
Michael Goldman followed with “Wikitest,” an
amazing prediction that used a spectator’s cell
phone. Resident card guy Zach Mandel followed
with a nice four ace production followed by an entertaining five-minute routine. Dave Levitan closed
with a sentimental version of the large Tic Tac Toe
prediction that ended with a picture of Dave and his
grandfather on the flip side!
Bill Krupskas

RING 266, TYLER, TEXAS – East Texas Court of Magic

1st Mon of the month, 7:00 pm, at Posada’s Cafe, 2040 West Gentry,
Tyler, TX
PAUL BUDD, Secretary, Treasurer
E-mail: chipper35_1999@yahoo.com

Ring 266 met at their usual location on the first
Monday of October. Seven members were present,
plus one visitor. The proposed Jim Sisti lecture was
discussed. Additional proposed lectures for later
months were also discussed. Jene Carroll recommended our club explore the possibility of participating in Tyler’s Rose Parade as a potential publicity effort. Paul Budd offered to investigate and
report back at a later time.
Ballots for members to nominate officers for the
2022 club year were distributed; those ballots were
gathered, and members will be presented with a
voting ballot in November. Jim Cox briefly asked
for advice pertaining to a large puppet he intends to
build to be used at various Ren Fairs. He and Paul
Budd also discussed some of their present and past
involvement in local haunted attractions. It was
noted our club’s President, Brandon Sheffeld, will
be performing magic on the midway of a large
haunt park (Graystone Haunted Manor) located in
Longview later this month.
Paul Budd and David Gish each performed for
the group. Paul Budd did his (purportedly)final
presentation of Danny Archer’s “Animental” for
the club. Paul stated, in terms of performing at the
club, he is pushing himself to expand his repertoire.
David performed an engaging silk routine, involving silks with a duck and a rabbit printed thereupon.
The Tyler Ring is still kicking! Please try to visit us
if you’re in East Texas soon.
Paul M. Budd
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RING 273, CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA - Oliver Ring
Meets 3rd Thur., 7:30pm at the Harmonie German Club
PETER FOSTER, Secretary
Email: pfoster@pcug.au

Still in lockdown so another Zoom meeting. We
had some of our regulars, plus others from around
Australia (especially from Ring 102, Sydney) and
some from overseas. We had Joe, Phil, Chris,
Jeffery Clark, Conway Preston, Steve Irwin, John
Ferguson, Peter Wood, Drew Cardella (New
Jersey), and Robyn Byers (Texas).
Phil went first with a “Matrix:” four coins were
each covered by a card. With no moves, three of the
coins disappeared and they all appeared under one
card. Then (again with no moves), all the coins
returned to their original places. This was Phil’s own
version, better suited to online rather than real life.
Jeffery now did a bit with some electrical tape
and a silk. He demonstrated what to do as a spectator followed. He carefully wrapped the tape around
his thumbs, like thumb-cuffs. He then covered his
hands with a silk. A flick, and his thumbs were free.
There was lots of byplay, with Jeffery removing
just one hand (now free!) to illustrate an action,
before putting that hand back under the silk and
showing his thumbs again tied together. Good fun.
I went next with a card trick. I showed various
fans of cards, inviting everyone to think of one. A
quick check (“Who is thinking of an odd card?
Who is thinking of an even card?”) to verify that
people were indeed thinking of different cards.
Then one spectator was selected. As I dealt the
cards one by one, the spectator was to spell their
card to themselves, saying “stop” when done. The
card at that point was shown – it was the selected
card. This was “Any Card Spelled” by Dani
DaOrtiz, with an added touch by Simon Aronson to
increase the number of cards that could be chosen.
Jeffery now had a bit of fun with a “Multiplying
Bottles” routine. The routine itself was fairly standard, but his background image was rather distracting, being a slapstick style comedy. Certainly, a bit
different.
Chris followed with an “Invisible Deck,” a trick
he included in his recent free show at a local club.
He used extra-large jumbo cards, which were
much easier to see (important for an invisible
deck).
Jeffery again stepped up, in his alter ego as the
Magical Bear. He had six pieces of paper attached
to a stick. These each had a gift written on the back.
Phil selected one. That bit of paper was shown – the
gift was “hug.” Which was nice. Then the alternatives were shown, they all said “kill.” Phew, that
was close.
Phil went next with a book test. He first wrote a
prediction and put it aside. Then he showed a book
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called Celebrity Fails. This has stories about lots of
celebrities. He flipped through until a spectator
said, “Stop.” He showed the celebrity stopped on.
Then he wrote another prediction and had another
spectator simply name a page number. The celebrity on that page was shown. Then the predictions
were shown. They matched the two celebrities.
(Although Phil had a touch of bad luck: an unfortunate camera angle meant that we could see him
write his second prediction. Oops). I believe this is
“Celebrity Presage” by Mike Maione and Brett
Barry.
Drew now did one with a small packet of cards.
He held them face up and passed them one at a time
to the bottom until a spectator said stop. The card
stopped at was set aside. Then the other cards were
shown again, and the spectator chose another one.
Then the backs of the cards were shown, the cards
not selected had “you will not pick me,” the two
chosen cards had “pick me.” Very nice.
Conway followed with one that used two spectators, who could choose to either lie or tell the
truth. They imagined having four objects in front of
them (ring, watch, key, wallet), then chose one of
those objects to hold in their hand. Conway now
asked some questions, such as “is the object you
are holding either the key or the watch?” The spectator would answer yes or no, although they could
be lying. After a few questions, Conway determined if they were lying or telling the truth, and
also which object they were holding. (Although he
had a touch of bad luck, so the results didn’t go as
planned. Dang.) An interesting trick. This was “Lie
To Me” by Leo Boudreau.
Drew now did a request; one he had shown us at
the last meeting. He showed an envelope that held
a prediction. He then took a pack of cards, which he
shuffled and made into piles according to a spectator’s instructions. This ended up taking a while, as
the spectator was very skeptical about these actions
being genuine. But eventually, after lots of moving
cards around, he was happy. The spectator chose a
pile, then the envelope was opened to show a card
from another deck. This matched the top card of the
spectator’s pile. Very nice. This was “Pile On” by
Robert Wallner.
I now did an “Oil and Water.” A spectator and I
took four red and four black cards and alternated
them. Then, with the spectator following along, we
did some things that did not affect the colour separation. At the end the magician showed his cards –
yes, they were still mixed. But the spectator made a
magical gesture over their cards – theirs were now
separated. Then the magician made a gesture – his
cards were also now separated! This was “Oil and
Water in the Spectator’s Hands” by Dani DaOrtiz.
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Phil now did one where a spectator took their
own cards, shuffled them, and cut a few times to
select a card. Their card was then lost in the deck.
With no fishing Phil named the spectator’s card. A
very effective trick with a simple method.
Robyn now did one with three large silks. She
tied each of them into a loop. Then the loops were
cleanly linked, then unlinked. This was a version of
the linking ropes, adapted to silks by Frank
Ramirez. Robyn also put in a plug for her magic
shop in San Antonio, Busseys Comic and Magic
Shop.
I now did a group card trick. Everyone took four
cards and followed along. Cards were turned, cut, a
card selected, cards cut, turned over, shuffled,
turned, and cut. Fairly chaotic. At the end, the spectator’s cards were all facing the same way, except
for one, their selection. This was “Interactive
Chaotic Coincidence” by Dani DaOrtiz.
Phil showed a video from his “Phil Does Tricks”
slot on The No Name Trivia Show. This one was a
Monte-type effect, where an odd backed card was
put in the middle. A bit of gentle rubbing and the
card melted to the bottom. This was “I Hate David
Copperfield” by Geoff Williams.
Steve Irwin (not the crocodile guy, another one)
now did a packet trick. He showed a face up jack,
queen, king, and ace. With no dodgy moves, each
card in turn turned over. The last one was the ace,
which was put aside. As a kicker, the remaining
cards had different coloured backs and the ace had
changed to the joker.
We watched another “Phil Does Tricks” video.
This had Phil doing a book test. He does this one by
having another spectator attempt to read the first
spectator’s mind, as a means to fish for the info he
needs. But on this occasion, he had some extreme
good fortune, resulting in that second spectator successfully identified the first spectator’s word. The
audience was (not surprisingly) blown away.
Following these videos, Robyn put in a plug for her
Magic Moments series (see www.accessnetwork.tv).
This is a repository of old video clips of magic shows.
That was the end of an interesting meeting. Next
meeting is on 21 October. With luck we will be out
of lockdown by then.
Peter Foster

RING 279, DHAKA, BANGLADESH

Meets last Sunday, 4:30 pm, B-8/11. Tara Mia Road, Ganda, Savar,
Dhaka-1340, Bangladesh
ROBIN KHAN, President
E-mail: robin.khan77@gmail.com

General Secretary Mohammad Fakrul Islam
Shipuraj hosted a virtual meeting month of May
2021.The meeting was attended by all members
of the Ring 279.Robin Khan presided over the
meeting. The meeting was healthy and live by the
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direction of the General Secretary. The I.B.M.
Territorial Vice President S. U. Sikder and
Advisor S. H. Saimon were present.
Ring Vice Presidents Hedayed Ullah khan
(Azad) and Ziamoni discussed in detail activities
of the members about Covid-19, and proposed
awareness training to keep all the magicians and
their families safe. Joint Secretary Moshrof
Hossain spoke in support.
In June 2021 we were instructed about a
Covid-19 awareness raising magic show on how
to financially support those Covid-19 affected
magicians. Robin Khan highlighted the activities with pictures of his masks and sanitizer distribution. All magicians of the meeting thanked
him.
The General Secretary proposed performing
some magic by those present. Joint Secretary
Ashim Kumar Shil, Cultural and Publicity
Secretary Debendra Chakraborty Chandi,
Executive members Prema Ananna, Safir Ahmed
Mithu, and Md. Jwel (J. K.) demonstrated awareness magic on Covid-19. The I.B.M. Territorial
Vice President S. U. Sikder, Advisor S. H. Saimon,
Vice President M. U. Howlathar, and Treasurer Md.
Waliul Alam Khokon, thanked to all performers
and members. The General Secretary requested to
end the meeting. Robin Khan ended the conference
with thanks.
In August, the General Secretary Mohammad
Fakhurl Islam Shipu Raj called the regular meeting
to order. President Robin Khan presided over the
meeting. The General Secretary put up three agenda
items: (1) Activities from the last meeting; (2)
Discussion regarding Khan Showkat; and (3)
Discussion of allegations by P. K. Barmans concerning Khan Showkat.
The organization pays for the masks and sanitizers that are distributed. Each member is to urge
their families to place safety first and to raise
awareness of the vaccine for Covid-19. President
Robin Khan thanked all members. The meeting
was attended by all members including TVP S.
U. Sikder and Advisor S. H. Saimon.
After a long discussion, Khan Showkat was permanently expelled from Ring 279 based on detailed
review, documentation, and verification. The decisions of the meeting were given in writing to the
Magic Federation and the Bangladesh Magic
Council.
Vice Presidents M. U. Howlader and Ziamoni,
General Secretary Mohammad Fakhurl Islam
Shipu Raj, and Executive member Prema Annana
performed a wonderful magic show.
President Robin Khan congratulated the General
Secretary for taking the initiative and all members
for their support.
Mohammad Fakrul Islam Shipuraj
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RING 287, PENSACOLA, FLORIDA –
Gulf Coast Magicians Guild

3rd Thu., each month 6:45 pm at the Bayview Senior Center
Web site: gulfcoastmagiciansguild.com
BEAU BROOMALL, Secretary / (850) 994-1060
E-mail: beaumagic@bellsouth.net

Our October meeting was great, one of our best
meetings ever, with fourteen members in attendance. We started with a very brief business meeting and reports. Our club Librarian, Zachary
Ready, reported that he is building bookshelves for
the club’s library, so it will be easier to locate
books. Our club Historian, Bill Monroe (who was
sick at home), sent a message that he purchased a
digital picture frame and will load same with club
photos from the past and present. He will be bringing same to upcoming meetings. What a great idea.
It should be noted that for the first time, we used
the club’s new laptop computer, microphone, and
camera to Zoom meetings. We had some issues
getting it all up and working, but Brian Ward and
Javier Arrillaga figured it out. Thanks guys!
Next up, we opened the floor for nominations for
club officers. One slate was presented by Phil
DeProttne: President Bruce Walstad, Vice President
Beau Broomall, Secretary Zachary Ready, Treasurer
Perry Vath, and Sergeant-at-Arms Rob Vinson. Our
election will be held next month.
A drawing for door prizes was next, with five
members getting some great magic. We then had
our monthly raffle. Over sixty books, DVDs,
props, and tricks were won by members. Zach,
Javi, Beau, and Jason’s daughter won the most
things. Thanks to all for purchasing raffle tickets
and supporting our club.
After a short break, our guest Dr. Haag amazed
us with some very interesting and unusual magic
with one trick after another. We saw a flaming
sword, which was attention getting, needless to
say, and he showed us several PK effects. He talked
about how to save money buying things that were
not made for magic, but how to turn them into a
magic trick and/or prop. Dr. Haag just donated a
truck load of magic to the GCMG. Thank you, Dr.
Haag, for the great magic, the teach-in, and your
donation.
Spooky Magic was next on the agenda. Al
Grimm started out with a pumpkin and can
(“Square Circle” effect) producing all sorts of
things. Next up was Zach Ready doing a “Haunted
Key” routine. Bruce Walstad followed and did “In
Lizzie’s Hand.” Beau Broomall was next and did a
really amazing prediction with a hotel room key
from a haunted hotel he had stayed at. Perry Vath
finished up this segment with a great card trick
with ghosts speaking to him and assisting. All the
tricks were perfect for the evening’s magic. Thanks
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to all for preforming. All the tricks were great!
Ron Hudspeth then did an excellent card effect,
revealing two chosen cards. He then did a card prediction effect. Ron then did two teach-ins on great
card tricks. As always, thanks Ron for what you do
for our club.
Brian Ward wrapped up the evening with a great
card effect, where somehow or another having the
cards revealed Bruce Walstad’s phone number.
Brian then taught us the trick. Thanks Brian. Miss a
meeting, miss a lot!
Bruce Walstad

RING 324, MIDDLETOWN, OHIO – Middletown Magic

Meets 1st. Fri. 7:30 pm, Tytus Avenue First Church of God, 3300 Tytus
Ave., Middletown, Ohio 45042
LARRY HOLLINGER, Secretary
4515 Northglen Court, Englewood, OH 45322
E-mail: IBMRing324@aol.com

Very seldom do we have a disappointing meeting. October was one. It wasn’t disappointing
because of the theme which was “Welcome Back”
with free gifts from Tri State Magic Shop (320
North Garver Road in Monroe, OH, 513-3561589). It wasn’t disappointing because of our guest
lecturer Greg Hamilton. It wasn’t disappointing
because we moved to a larger location on site. It
was disappointing because, after inviting many
people, only eleven showed up. Free gifts, good
weather, lots of food, and a great lecturer and only
eleven people! We can’t figure what went wrong.
Business: No quorum so no elections – tabled
until next month. Announcement about Michael
Griffin show the next day. Then we ate pizza
thanks to Chuck McKinney and Chris Rednour.
Our lecturer, Greg Hamilton, had been performing magic for over fifty years and we saw a variety
of routines. We were few in number but that didn’t
deter him from bringing out the good stuff! Greg
started with his original “Thought of Card Across”
in which volunteers James Butler and Ralph
Steinlage shuffled and separated cards into two
piles of ten each. James’ selected card turned out to
have moved from his pile to Ralph’s pile of cards.
Next, James signed a card. Greg covered the deck
with a silk and the signed selected card was
revealed to be in the card box. Next Ralph signed a
card which ended up in Greg’s card wallet. For the
fourth trick, Greg got around to it with his “Round
Tuit” routine. Number five was how to use a
Mitchel Wild Force.
Number six was a Gospel magic trick similar to
“Thieves and Sheep.” Number seven was a quick
way to reveal a sponge ball using ball, glass cup
and magic wand. Number eight had squeaks moving between three sponge balls. Number nine was
“Grandma’s Button Jar” story/ trick with volunteer
Grayson Morgan. The tenth was a unique use of the
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Hot Rod Force with six finger rings. Number
eleven used the six rings and Magician’s Force to
predict the ring that matched one in a prediction
box. Number twelve was a very smooth “Ring on
Rope” routine.
The thirteenth used two large dice to match a
predicted number. Number fourteen was variations
of linking rings with dog collars as one option.
Number fifteen used a cooking tray with nine cards
held by magnets. Following “move three spaces”
type of directions, we all ended up on the same card
as predicted. Wow! A lot of stuff! Tuit’s lecture
notes and supplies were available after the lecture.
Thank you, Greg!
We adjourned but stayed around and talked
Magic. So, if you are ever in Middletown, Ohio the
first Friday of the month, please stop by and join us.
From Ring 324 – The Friendliest Ring Around.
Larry Hollinger

RING 325, BRANSON, MISSOURI –
The Tri-Lakes Tricksters

Meets 3rd Sat. of the month atIt’s Magic & Joke Shop, 6:00pm, 124
South Business 65, Branson, MO
DR. CHRISTOPHER BECK, President
E-mail: beckibmring325@gmail.com

At 6 p.m. on Saturday, September 18, 2021,
I.B.M. Ring 325 met in Branson, Missouri, at Yak
Williams’ “It’s Magic” for the monthly meeting.
The turnout was excellent. Club President,
Christopher Beck, opened the meeting.
The meeting began with a special Broken Wand
Ceremony for Chuck Larson. Born in 1934, Larson
passed away on August 1, 2021. Larson was a
long-time member of I.B.M. Ring 325. Thom
Taylor did a fine job facilitating the ceremony, and
members told stories and reflected on Larson’s life
and passion for magic. Yak Williams was one of
Larson’s closest friends, having performed with
Chuck as one of “The Professors.” Larson actually
held an earned doctorate, and Williams and Larson
created amazing comedy routines, often taking
“small” closeup effects and “enlarging” them to fill
a stage. (Some of “The Professors” performances
may still be found on YouTube such as their “Cups
N Balls – Chain Reaction” www.youtube.com/
watch?v=BHimNmU2ZlM). Larson and his love
for the art of magic will be greatly missed by his
friends here in I.B.M. Ring 325!
The primary discussion before performances
centered around some items from the newsletter,
the upcoming Pizza Party, and October’s special
meeting which will be followed by the club members being guests of the Hamners’ “Unbelievable”
Variety Show.
Once the business portion of the meeting was
concluded, Thom Borchert volunteered to perform
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first. He performed a card effect (“Aces High”), as
well as a “puzzle challenge” using two crossing
rows of coins, in which one was to move only one
coin, and yet have four coins in each row. The
secret was quite devious!
Jim Holmes took his turn in the spotlight. He
performed an unusual routine in which matchboxes seemed to take on a life of their own, moving,
standing, opening, and falling as if on command! It
was beautiful to watch!
Thom Taylor entertained his fellow magi next
using two simple boxes, a red one and a black one.
In spite of the violation of the known laws of
physics, the red box was placed in the black one
and the black one was then placed in the red box.
Though it was impossible, all witnessed this amazing effect!
Yak Williams stepped up to perform and he
began with a card prediction. He also had two
wooden tubes, and placed a piece of glass between
them, creating a barrier. Williams then proceeded
to take a wooden die and place it in the top tube,
and it fell through to the bottom, clearly penetrating the glass!
Miles Jones took his turn at the close-up table
and attempted an aspiring card effect, and though,
initially, he ran into some unexpected obstacles, he
came back and “redeemed” himself, using a special “magic” card to identify the selected card.
Carl Wilson performed next. Wilson performed
a special multiple “thought-of” card effect, in
which a number of individuals peeked at a card and
Wilson was able to identify each card even though
they were never “selected,” but just “thought of”
by the spectators! Wilson performed the effect in
order to pay tribute to renowned magician Brian
Gillis. Gillis passed away in 2018.
Robert Morris performed an apparent classic
“Ambitious Card” effect, utilizing a creative
method. By the end of the effect, all the cards
turned into the selected card, the Two of
Diamonds.
Dustin McCrickard took his turn to perform a
special routine in which a signed dollar bill vanished. The spectator was given a choice between
five bags and, after some comedy byplay (as various humorous items were revealed in the “nonselected” bags), the signed dollar was found inside
the macaroni and cheese box (which was the
selected prize).
Gary Giese stepped up to perform a card routine,
and Christopher Beck performed a special “Follow
the Leader” routine utilizing a school lunch box
and two decks of cards and a bit of reminiscing
about school days!
Christopher Beck, Ph.D.
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RING 390, MIAMI DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA

Meets every Tues. of the month at 7:00 p.m. Ibanez Home, 9990 Marlin
Road, Cutler Bay, FL 33157
MARIA IBANEZ, President / email: merlina17@aol.com

September 7: What a bittersweet way to start the
month. The sweet? Our small but mighty group
hosted a lecture by the one, the only, Patrick
Redford. He was well received, and it was a
full house of fans and others who wished to partake
of his expertise and knowledge. The bitter? The
group’s President, Maria Ibanez was hospitalized
four days ago in critical condition; thoughts and
prayers go out to her as she tries to recuperate from
this health situation.
September 14: An Open Theme for this week’s
meeting theme. Although we enjoy the
lectures, demonstrations, guest speakers, etc., we
sure enjoy the Open Theme sessions as this is the
time utilized for members to perform anything they
are working on. We take this time to share new
magic we might have purchased, ask about magic
we are considering ordering and anything else related to our beautiful art, this week was no exception.
September 21: Happy that Maria is back home
from the hospital after an extended thirteen day
stay; wishing she could join us via Zoom, but we
understand that she is exhausted and needs her
rest. Another evening full of magic, camaraderie, and
sharing of ideas, effects, and plans for both the immediate future and the foreseeable future. Making plans
for attending a few conventions which are back
open and looking forward to those. Thrilled about
the two-page article that covered our small but
mighty group in the September issue of The
Linking Ring.
September 28: Wonders never cease, and we were
fortunate that Maria was up to joining us via a cameo
visit which lasted a good twenty minutes. She
brought us up to speed on her hospitalization, health
issues, and what we pray will be a bright future and
a full and complete recovery. Well over a half dozen
of our members joined the meeting and after the initial conversation with Maria, starting with Jimmy
C, the sharing of magic began. As always Billy
Byron, Maurice Graham, Adrian Fernandez, and
several other attendees showed us their magic and
shared with us effects, methods, and more.
As we always end our reports, blessed to be a
part of such a special group.
Maria Ibanez

RING 392, BLOWING ROCK, NORTH CAROLINA –
William E. Spooner Ring

Meetings monthly May – November - 2:00pm various locations
BRUCE MCLAURY, President
E-mail: bcm0619@gardner-webb.com

The September 2021 meeting of Ring 392 was
hosted by Gerry and Cara Hayes at their home in
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Blowing Rock, North Carolina. Present were
Gerry and Cara Hayes, (Past International
President and First Lady) Bill and LaRose
Spooner, Cato and Chris Holler, Joe and Debbie
Mazzola, Albert and Judy Lawson, and Darrell
Autry.
President Cato Holler called the meeting to
order and welcomed those in attendance. He then
shared with the group some of the interesting
places and people he and Susan had visited on their
recent trip west. These included the eighty-third
Abbott’s Magic Get-Together in Colon, Michigan,
known as the Magic Capital of the World, Las
Vegas and the Magic Collectors Expo which
included a tour of David Copperfield’s Museum,
Magic Castle, Criss Angel show, and Esther’s
Follies in Austin, Texas. This trip was extra special
because they took their trip in Criss Angel’s car, a
recent purchase of theirs.
Cato reminded the group that the October meeting will be held at Cato and Susan’s home in
Marion and will feature an auction of items
brought to the meeting by members. He encouraged everyone to come with some magic items to
be auctioned off. Bill Spooner will serve as the auctioneer. In addition, Albert Lawson has promised to
perform his latest stage routine, and Gerry Hayes
will be giving some history on Sydney and Leslie
Piddington and their incredible mentalism act.
Darrell Autry discussed the Conjuror Community website. He indicated that he thought the
members would enjoy what is available at this site.
See https://conjuror.community/.
LaRose Spooner commented that the recent
winner of America’s Got Talent was a magician.
Joe Mazzola gave more information about the
magician and his act. Dustin Tavella, thirty-five,
was the season sixteen winner of America’s Got
Talent. Tavella is the third magician to ever win the
series. He walked away with the one-million-dollar prize and will headline a show at the Luxor
Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas.
Cato and Joe mentioned the upcoming show by
Josh Knotts and Lea on September 25 at the
Newton Performing Arts Center in Newton, NC.
See https://ncauditorium.com/illusions.
Other announcements included Albert’s continuing walk-around performances at the Magic Café
in Lenoir, Darrell reminding everyone of the weekly shows at Ricky Boone’s in Asheville where all
profits go to the Vanishing Wheelchair, and Joe
encouraging everyone to get their shingles, flu, and
Covid shots. A field trip for members to see Paul
Lembo’s collections is still in the works. Cara
Hayes gave the Treasurer’s report indicating a balance of $1,575 in the account.

December 2021

The group was then treated to performances by
magicians at the meeting. Bill Spooner shared with
the group and passed around one of his favorite
books, The Book of Ingenious Devices, which features diagrams and descriptions of many pneumatic
devices. He then brought out an item which he
called “A Fiddling Optic” and told the story of
where he purchased the item and how it worked. He
passed the item around for everyone to examine.
Gerry Hayes performed “Knowing the
Unknowable.” Prior to the performance a spectator
was given a sealed box to hold. Later she was
brought on stage with the box which was set aside.
She then selected a word that she did not know
from a dictionary. Attention was then addressed to
the box which contained a nest of boxes, the smallest of which was locked. She opened this box and
found a letter addressed to her containing a card
with the word she had selected. In this version, she
never mentioned the word until she found it in the
envelope.
Joe Mazzola performed a nice card routine
where two spectators selected cards. They were
returned to the deck. After shuffling under the
direction of the spectators, the cards were revealed
in a most unusual manner. He then taught the group
how to perform this effect. He also showed a small
music box and a strip of music. At first the music
was not very musical when played. Having a spectator select a card from a pile of songs. When the
same strip of paper was played it revealed the
selected song.
Darrell Autrey in his first post-quarantine
appearance, presented an escalating Okito coin
box routine, penetrating one then two coins, then
passing coins through a Chinese style teacup, then
“Passé Passé” between two cups, closing with a
four-coin production.
Albert Lawson treated the group to three tricks
with help from Chris Holler. He first did the “Coins
to Bucket” trick, followed by the trick where blank
paper changes into dollar bills, and finished with
the trick where five small coins change into two
large coins.
Cato Holler performed the “Colon Card Trick,”
produced by Dwayne Laflin. Seven cards were
mixed up by placing them into two stacks, then
stacking the piles together. This mixing was repeated several times. When the word “Colon” was
spelled, a rabbit in a hat appeared. The other cards
were all shown to be blank.
The next meeting was set for October 17 at the
home of Cato and Susan Holler. The meeting was
adjourned, and the group enjoyed socializing and
refreshments prepared by Cara and Gerry Hayes.
LaRose Spooner
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RING 398, APPLETON/GREEN BAY, WISCONSIN –
Dr. Lynn Miner Ring
Meets last Tue. except Dec., 6:30 p.m.., email for location.
DARYL ROGERS, Secretary
E-mail: darylrogersmagic@gmail.com

Nine members were present for our October
meeting. The first order of business was to amend
the Ring by-laws to reflect our new name as the
“Dr. Lynn Miner Ring.” We are still discussing the
details of a Ring fundraiser with our main sponsor.
The Ring’s officers’ appointments are expiring at
the end of the year, so President Michael Schroeder
appointed a nomination selection committee with
the charge to report back with their recommendations at the next meeting. We discussed the idea
proposed by Lynn Miner to add some “glicken” to
our meetings and determined how we can formalize our hybrid meeting format for those unable to
attend in person. Michael took a moment to
acknowledge Secretary Daryl Rogers’s new position as Director of Communication at the McBride
Magic & Mystery School and asked him to say a
few words about it.
The theme activity for this meeting was Card
Trick Gimmicks. Daryl went first with a threephase “Rising Card” routine with the assistance of
Paul Sajdak. A chosen card floated off the top of the
deck, rose out of the center of the deck while in the
card box, then rose out of the center of the deck
when placed into a stand. Daryl explained how
each effect was done, first with a gimmick called
the Floating Card, second with a simple card control and a gimmicked box, and third with a Devano
Card Rise.
Marv Roth performed the “Three-Card Prince
Monte” created by Harry Anderson. He used

jumbo cards that he made himself and accompanied the routine with a rhyming script. He did an
excellent job with the handling which was timed
well with the very funny and entertaining story.
Marv said he often uses this trick to end his shows
because it is a showstopper. Michael performed the
“Trick that Fooled Houdini.” He accompanied his
performance with a story about Dai Vernon being
able to fool Houdini with the Ambitious Card trick.
Bruce Hetzler attended the meeting through
Zoom but still had a performance to share. Using
some “invisible dice,” several numerical steps and
humorous interactions, he was able to determine
the two numbers that Marv had originally thrown
on his invisible dice. Bruce said the trick was from
Bamboozlers Vol. One by Diamond Jim Taylor.
Lynn, who was also joining us via Zoom, performed “One Card Pete.” He talked about the type
of cards he uses for this effect, explained his
method and how he customized a gimmick to
make it easier to perform the routine.
Rick Morein was last on the bill with a performance of “Revelation” by Dean Dill. He had a large
leather binder and a small manila envelope with a
prediction inside. He gave Paul a writing pad and a
marker to draw a random card on. The prediction
envelope was opened and the card inside matched
the one Paul had drawn. Rick explained the workings of the trick, how the binder was gimmicked
and how the prediction card gets into the envelope.
Members stayed after to chat and share more
magic. We are always happy to welcome guests at
our meetings. If you are going to be in the
Appleton/Green Bay area on the last Tuesday of
the month, send me an email and I’ll give you the
meeting location.
Daryl Rogers

SUBMITTING RING EVENTS

All articles about special activities in your Ring – shows, banquets, public
service projects, etc. – should be submitted to Dr. Steven Schlanger at ringreports @magician.org.
Articles should be submitted as soon as possible following the event and
must include the name of the author. We prefer articles to be submitted as
Microsoft Word documents, attached to your e-mail. Captions for photos
should be included in the document at the end of the article and coded to match
any accompanying photos.
For those without e-mail access, cleanly typed events and traditional photographs may be mailed to Dr. Steven Schlanger at the address on page four of
each issue of The Linking Ring.
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NEW APPLICATIONS AND REINSTATEMENTS
SEND DUES, CHANGE OF ADDRESS, AND APPLICATIONS TO:
I.B.M. HEADQUARTERS
13 POINT WEST BLVD.,
ST. CHARLES, MO 63301

DECEMBER 2021
26 NEW MEMBERS

MENZISE, JEFF, Cincinnati, OH
BEASON, DAVID, Eugene, OR

BRIDLE, LEO, Los Angeles, CA

EPPS, THOMAS, Greenville, SC

FRAZEE, JOHN, Manhattan Beach, CA

WILLIAMS, JIM, Pelzer, SC

SHELTON, RALPH, Newport Beach, Ca

CHANG, YU CHUN, Haymarket, VA

SPAISE, ANTHONY, Chula Vista, CA

LACKEY, RYAN, Kelowna, Canada

GINTHER, CHRISTOPHER, Washington, DC

RADKE, CHASE, Trail, Canada

SEMANA, CLAUDIO, Kailua, HI

CERESERA, CHRISTIAN, Montichiari, Brescia, Italy

HAWKINS, C. FARRELL, Chicago, IL

PARICIO, MANUEL, Barcelona, Spain

DAVIS, DEEELLEN, Indianapolis, IN

VERIKAS, HECTOR, Barcelona, Spain

FISCHER, FRED, Louisville, KY
GADDIS, DARRON, Hill, LA

5 REINSTATEMENTS

BOWERS, JOBETH, Elkton, MD
COLTER, HAIG, Bethesda, MD

MINKIN, DAVID, Toluca Lake, CA

PHILLIPS, MARK, Rockville, MD

SANDERS, TODD, Murdock, FL

MCGOUGH, TIM, Merrimack, NH

MOORIAN, MICHAEL, Battle Creek, MI

MACKEN, GLEN, Newburgh, NY

KARPIAK, CHRISTOPHER, Las Vegas, NV

OSROFF, PETER, Mineola, NY

BLACK, JAN, Amarillo, TX

I.B.M. YOUTH TRIVIA CONTEST RULES
(Continued from page 61)

Send your answer on a single sheet of 81/2'' x 11'' paper. Answers must be typed or legibly
handwritten. Include your name, mailing address, telephone number, and I.B.M. membership number. Make your answers as complete as possible. These questions are not
designed to be easily Googled. We recommend that you ask the senior members of your
local Ring to help you come up with the answers.
Contest Rules: You must be a Youth Category member of the I.B.M. in good standing
and not have reached your eighteenth birthday on or before the date of the postmark of your
response.
The Youth member who supplies the correct answer will receive a valuable gift package
from one or more of the world’s best magic shops. In the event more than one correct
answer is received, a drawing will be held to determine the winner. Results will be published in The Linking Ring.
To allow enough time for mail from international members to reach us, we will
announce the winner and answer in the third issue after the question runs. For example,
May’s answer and winner will appear in the August issue. For more information, see
page 61.
December 2021
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Answer to Pictures from the Past - from page 16
Joseph Charles Cossari was born on September 1,
1908, in Kulpmont, Pennsylvania, as the oldest of
nine children of Andrew and Rose Cossari. Andrew
Cossari was a coal miner and kept long hours to make
sure his family had a roof over their heads, clothes on
their backs, and food in their stomachs. By the time
he was thirty years old, he was married, with a daughter named Rosemarie and a son named Joseph. Joe
followed in his father’s footsteps and worked as a
coal miner at the time. According to Joe, a fellow
named Doc Miflin, a cigarette salesman and magician, got him started in magic when he was still a
young man. When magic got Joe out of the coal
mines, as well as a few select boxing bouts, it had to
make him and his family happy.
The first notification in a magic magazine of Joe
taking magic to the forefront of his life was in 1959 when he performed in Laurence Harbor,
New Jersey. In his performance, he included a classic cigarette routine and some card fans,
and for his finale, he vanished a radio. In 1960, Joe’s act was billed as the “Magic of the
Hands.” His act was like watching pure artwork. From his card fans and single, double, and
triple splits of cards fans to catching a ribbon spread of cards on a cane, his card work was
unmatched. Joe was awarded first prize at the 1960 Magician’s Alliance of the Eastern
States Convention for manipulation. In 1961, Joe became known as the “King of Kards,”
and it was easy to see why he was booked. Joe’s triple-deck wheel of cards astounded the
audience. To top it off, he performed a two-deck waterfall into a top hat as a finale. The act
stretched up to fifteen minutes, but Joe could cut it down to eight when it was requested.
Cutting his presentation never bothered Joe as long as he was able to perform his card routine.
Joe took his act in a unique direction in 1962 when he performed it in black light at Tannen’s Third Magician’s Jubilee. Among the performers on the playbill were Senator Clark
Crandall, puppeteer Barclay Shaw, and Dai Vernon. Then, in 1967, Joe was booked for ten
days at The Magic Castle in Hollywood, California. The West Coast audiences thoroughly
enjoyed seeing his wonderful card manipulations and performances. By 1971, he’d added a
few other magic effects to the performance that included Linking Rings, a few rope tricks,
and silk routines. Without a word, Joe would go on stage and perform wonderful card fans
and effects that kept his audiences wanting more.
A few years later in 1974, Dai Vernon put together a U.S. lecture tour and made sure every
booking was set before the tour began. Joe was by Dai’s side constantly as the driver, allaround pal, and a participant. They ended up extending their tour because of its popularity.
Joe and his close friend Dai took a road trip to Allentown, Pennsylvania, to perform at the
Annual I.B.M. Ring 32 Convention. They traveled throughout Pennsylvania before driving
up to New York and stopping at Tannen’s Magic Shop. There, they enjoyed the company of
mutual friends until it was on to New Jersey. Dai did a lecture in the town of Elizabeth, and
Joe caught up with other friends they had not seen in a while. In July 1974, Dai and Joe
appeared on the bill at the Midwest Magic Jubilee in Kansas City, Missouri, along with
Micky Hades, Mike Skinner, Mike Rogers, David Roth, Brother John Hamman, and many
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others. That would have been a great convention with all those performers at one gathering.
After a whirlwind trip, the two men were back on the road to Hollywood.
Two years later, Dai Vernon booked his Farewell Lecture Tour, known to some as the
“Famous Thousand Dollar Lecture Tour of Dai Vernon”, once again ably assisted by Joe.
Their first booking was in April 1976. With the driving skills of magician Jim Whitney, the
tour was in place. The happy trio drove from one part of the country to the other. Their
numerous engagements included Houston, Texas; Columbus, Ohio; Allentown, Pennsylvania; Hartford, Connecticut; Fairlawn, New Jersey; Quebec, Canada; Massachusetts; and
Seattle, Washington. In between Dai’s lectures, Joe presented his card act as an intermission
while Dai took a little time to rest up before returning to his audience. While in Massachusetts, Joe and Dai were included in Steve Dacri’s airing of Steve Dacri’s Magic Note. The
show only aired in the Massachusetts area, but maybe there is a copy of the show somewhere in a television vault just waiting for someone to discover it. The fortunate scores of
magicians who attended had a chance to witness the master at work.
In addition to performing his own act, Joe was responsible for booking magic acts in and
out of The Magic Castle in the late 1970s. Joe and Dai were also booked at the T.A.O.M.
Convention in Austin, Texas, in 1977. Joe was part of the main show, and Dai performed his
lecture and caught up with several friends from around the world.
When Joe returned, he started on an idea he had been working on for a long time. His plan
was to come up with a high-quality fanning deck of playing cards. The cards had to be made
correctly, have the right colors, and be easy to handle. Joe finalized his idea and design and
sent it off to the U.S. Playing Card Company in Ohio. That same year, Joe promoted his card
act in the form of a twenty-six-page booklet (Joe Cossari Card Act: King of Cards, written by
John Fedko) and his six-color, specially designed fanning cards in several magic magazines.
John, his writer, urged Joe to put the act in print so, in the future, others would have a chance
to learn all the elements that made the act unique.
Joe suffered a series of heart attacks and was in the hospital in the beginning of 1980, and on
March 10, 1980, he passed away. His act had kept him performing on the road for over twenty
years. Dai always spoke highly of Joe, saying, “We were good for each other.” A number of
years ago, while working in the Parlor of Prestidigitation at The Magic Castle, I thought I
would do some research in the upstairs library between shows. As I entered the library, I saw
Dai Vernon, Kuda Bux, Hy Berg (Joe Berg’s brother), and Joe playing cards (Hearts, most
likely). It was a familiar occurrence, it seemed, for these friends to meet upstairs. They would
banter back and forth, talk about their recent travels, or just catch up with the magic news of
the day. Inevitably, Joe would come up with a comment about something that happened during
a past tour with Vernon, and they would all laugh.
Gary R. Frank

Get Thee Published in The Linking Ring!
The Linking Ring is always looking for new articles,
including Parades with a theme, individual tricks, feature stories, biographies, historical essays, and other
creative writing. If you want your work to reach as many
people as possible, contact The Linking Ring. We have
the largest circulation of any magic periodical in the
world. Submit your articles or ideas to the Executive
Editor. Address on page 4.
December 2021
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“Best Wishes for Safe and
Happy Holidays.”
Jack Browne
Past International President 1998-99
Past Legal Advisor 18 years
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Lance Burton, from the close-up magician, to the bizarre mentalist, and
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ALLAN SLAIGHT
1931 - 2021

Without you, Allan, there would be no magic.
Thank you for your unending support and
for your unwavering belief. Most of all, thank you
for all the wonder that you have shared.

TLR_dec_CVR.indd 4

12/1/21 1:42 PM

