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Highlighted and underlined names and words should provide a link for more information.
JEN KRAMER IN CONVERSATION WITH ADAM CHEYER- Tuesday, July 6

Tuesday, July 6 at 7pm PDT (Virtual Doors open at 6:30pm)
Following a freewheeling conversation with OMC Close-Up
Contest winner Adam Cheyer who has appeared on Fool
Us, Jen will open up to your questions.
Free to OMC current members. $10 for all others. For info
on joining and gaining access go to
https://oaklandmagiccircle.com/
There are only a few magicians you want to see again. One
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of them is Jen Kramer who “turns the impossible into the impossible-to-ignore,” Her audience engagement is a
joy to behold with her contagious smile, infectious good humor and of course the Magic ranging from
world-class sleight-of-hand to grand stage illusions.
Jen has reopened the show she headlines in Las Vegas at Westgate Resort & Casino, and has been featured
on television shows including Penn & Teller: Fool Us, Masters of Illusion, and NBC’s TODAY Show.

Jen Kramer was named Female Magician of the Year by the International Magicians Society and named a 40
Under 40 honoree by VEGAS INC.
Jen graduated with honors in Theater from Yale University (Class of 2014), where she served as Founder and
President of the Yale Magic Society. She currently serves on the Advisory Board for Magicians Without
Borders, a nonprofit organization dedicated to entertaining, educating and empowering people in refugee
camps, orphanages and hospitals around the world through magic. She will be donating her lecture stipend to
this wonderful organization.
Creative, upbeat, fearless, incredibly skilled – that’s Jen Kramer. Whether she’s turning $1 bills into $100s or
creating a larger-than-life social media page on stage, Jen brings a next-generation exuberance into the
tradition-based magic world. Her show, The Magic of Jen Kramer, is a Tripadvisor Travelers’ Choice Award
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Winner featuring mind-boggling magic and mentalism, audience participation, and jaw-dropping fun!
A member of the Society of American Magicians, the International Brotherhood of Magicians, the Academy of
Magical Arts and Hollywood’s world-famous Magic Castle, Jen has performed for audiences around the world
in English, French, Spanish and Swahili. As fun facts, Jen is also a Black Belt in Shotokan Karate and an
FAA-Certified Drone Pilot.
Read more about Jen Kramer here,
Watch Jen's Sizzle Reel
Visit Jen’s Website: The Magic of Jen Kramer
Instagram: instagram.com/jenkramermagic
Facebook: facebook.com/jenkramermagic
Twitter: twitter.com/jenkramermagic
YouTube: youtube.com/jenkramermagic

Upcoming OMC Lectures
If you are not a member of OMC but want to enjoy these lectures you should join. Your $20 dues cover two
lectures and all else is free. For full information and to learn about the other benefits go to.
https://oaklandmagiccircle.com/
Mark your calendars.

Mark Shortland -Saturday August 7 noon PDT

Live from England. The creator of The Amazebox, 53 Magicians Playing Cards and more will offer
two hours of practical magic you can do. And you will be laughing all the way.
Visit his website.
Watch videos
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Mike Caveney -Tuesday, Sept 7 at 7:00pm PDT
Lecturing on the history of sawing a person in half relating to his new book, One Hundred Years of
Sawing.

Dante sawing an assistant in half.
Explore Mike’s website.
JEN KRAMER ANSWERS FIVE QUESTIONS
1.

Please tell us the first magic trick(s) you were proud to perform and about how old you were.

Card magic from The Royal Road to Card Magic! I was 10 years old and fascinated by the gems of
sleight-of-hand on each page. The process of learning the card techniques and the tricks associated with each
was so much fun, and I loved performing the magic for family and friends.

At Tannen’s Magic Camp
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2.

And the first important magic book(s) and why?

My Uncle Steve gave me The Royal Road to Card Magic by Jean Hugard and Frederick Braue as a 10th
birthday present. I absolutely loved this book (and still do!); it was my introduction to magic and will always
have a special place in my heart.

3. If you were going to a desert island for six
months to do a deep dive into your magic what
three effects would you take with you to perfect?
And what three books would you bring along?
I'd bring decks of cards (as many as I could
carry!), several coins, and a toolbox of
miscellaneous handy materials that I could use
to create new magic. As for books, I'd bring
Scripting Magic (Volume 1 and Volume 2) by
Pete McCabe and The Magic of Johnny
Thompson (Volume 1 and Volume 2) by Johnny
Thompson and Jamy Ian Swiss. Two titles, four
volumes, so I figure it averages out to three!

Age 16- Photo by Richard Faverty

4. You are planning a dinner party followed by
your magic show. Among the guests can be any
five people from history (living or dead, magician or not). Who would you invite?
There are so many people I'd love to invite! Including: Adelaide Herrmann (an amazing woman in magic, and I
bet she'd have fascinating stories to share), Albert Lasher (who was such a kind and generous mentor to me
and to our SYM assembly), Tom and Janet Verner (who founded the wonderful organization Magicians Without
Borders and travel the world spreading hope, happiness and magic), and Johnny Thompson (who was so
incredibly knowledgeable, giving and supportive to me and to so many others).
5. What are words of wisdom or advice you can offer for aspiring prestidigitators?
Be proactive and persistent. I’d also echo the great advice to do what you love, be kind and work hard - but I
think an important factor that can sometimes be overlooked is going out into the world and making things
happen. If you want to do something, find a way to do it. It may be challenging, but rather than hanging back
and waiting for things to happen to you, get creative and take actions to make them happen.
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If you want to purchase any of the books mentioned in “Five Answers” we urge you to check with OMC
member Byron Walker, one of the world’s foremost magic book dealers/collectors. Members receive a
10% discount on orders of $40 or more. Write him at byron.walker@comcast.net. His website only
shows a fraction of what he sells.

ATTENTION TEENS- 2021 Lance Burton Teen Seminar
The 2021 Teen Seminar will be online and is FREE. July 6th, and July 7th
More info and register here.

MAGICAL RESOURCE OF THE MONTH- FILM ARCHIVES
There are numerous online film archives with rare footage of magicians. The Sherman Grinberg
Archives has Howard Thurston, Tommy Cooper, Harry Houdini and others on the site.

British Pathe has 90 clips, outtakes and more when searching for “magician.” They feature famous
and little known performers like Kalang (1959), Billy McComb (1953) plus wife June McComb
(1951), Erickson Conjurer (1936), Robert Harbin (1939), Professor Warren(1925), Pablo (1939),
Claudine Chandler (1959),Carnbonita (1960), Effie and Halima (1938), plus coverage at many
international magic conventions.
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There is a “watermark” across the image as they sell clean versions of this footage to documentary
filmmakers and television. You can search by topic.
FROM THE OMC SCRAPBOOK
We had to move everything out of Bjornson Hall and into storage and at the same time received generous
donations of magic for the auction/flea market plus memorabilia from Fred and Manya Casto. Here are
some of the goodies we have found.
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Current OMC Treasurer Marc McGuire was the rep for the club’s Mystoteens on October 1st, 1966.

Everything Old Might Be New Again
During the pandemic many of us were looking through our magic and thinking, “When is the last time I used
this? Will I ever use it again?” If the answer is “I won’t use it again” we hope that you can hold on until next
spring for the OMC Flea Market/Auction.
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But some of those old
standards might be worth
resurrecting and using in old
or new ways. Younger
audiences have not seen many
of those effects. For example,
I brought out my Lota Vase. It
sits on a table with flowers in it
but at a certain point I need
water for an effect and pour
from it. The flowers go back.
And throughout I find uses for
water or just start pouring into
a clear bowl between tricks.
Mine is polished silver but
there are beautiful wooden
versions too.
I spotted a plastic bottle
marked “Slush Powder”
(Magic Powder Solidification Slush Powder). Could it still work after 20+ years? Perfectly! I have started using
it in combo with the Lota and both get laughs and gasps of wonder. There is a lot you can do with these things.
You can buy Slush Powder at most magic shops (prices are all over the place) or make your own.

NEWS YOU CAN USE
**INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF MAGICIANS (I.B.M.) VIRTUAL CONVENTION
-SOLD OUT www.IBMCONVENTION.com
**Longtime OMC member and contest winner Phil Ackerly is getting ready to make a big move from the bay
area to Sparks, Nevada this winter where they are building a home. He is not retiring but is taking a break
while he goes through a life’s worth of memorabilia. Follow his discoveries on his Facebook page. Phil will be
missed as one of the most active and generous performers around. Luckily Zoom will still be around for virtual
visits.
**Congratulations to magic contest winner Susan Zeller as she excels in another of her talents. She is a
finalist in “Uptown at the Apollo” themed vocal competition which benefits the San Jose Musical Theater on
Sunday, July 11. Details here.
**Jay Sankey teaches you how to astound people with any rubber band.It starts out weird but is a good routine
and tutorial. Watch.
**A good short essay on “The Magic of Expectations” from The Jerx.
**While at a museum gift shop recently your editor spotted “Motion Cards” designed by Pieter Woudt and was
quite taken with them. These are lenticular cards where the faces are animated. With a little imagination you
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could have a lot of fun with them. Kikkerland develops many clever gift items. They offer see-through and
Glow-in-the-Dark decks from Woudt’s design firm, as well as ones with tattoos, shaped like a leaf and other
motion and 3D variations.
Watch a video demo of the Motion Cards by Tim Rowett of Grand Illusions UK.
How are they made? Read here.

**It’s a Post Mortem on @DreadCentral magic trick! We get the legendary — and famously silent — Teller of
Penn & Teller to speak! The master of illusion opens up about his magical origins, career and love of horror!
Listen Here: http://plnk.to/postmortem
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**Comic book artist and magician Steranko has shared his teen-created Houdini comic strip.

MAGIC IN THE BAY AREA
Many performers are having success with Virtual Shows and some are once again
doing in person shows. Support your local magicians.
Links for info and tickets are underlined and in blue or red.
LOCAL CLUBS, LECTURES AND MEETINGS
If you are a Northern California magician or club and would like to be listed here, please send
information to GaryMeyerEDF@gmail.com
IBM Ring 216 Presents a Lecture by Nick Lewin

Silicon Valley IBM Ring 216 Presents Nick Lewin in a virtual lecture
DATE: Wednesday, July 14, 2021
TIME: 7:30 p.m. PDT
HOW: Live online via Zoom
COST: Free for paid 2021 members of Ring 216; $15 for non-members
About the lecture
Nick was lucky enough to have legendary British magicians such as Billy McComb, Ken Brooke and Maurice
Fogel as his magical mentors. He shares their unique and timeless insights with his own experience to create a
lecture that demonstrates, from A-Z, how to structure and create a commercial show. Not only does Nick teach

The Oakland Magic Circle Newsletter
11

a series of original tricks, but he also shows how to combine them together to maximum effect. His goal is to
demonstrate the ‘secrets behind the secrets’ allowing magicians to take their magic to another level.
More info can be found on the club website and stay up-to-date on the Facebook page.
Visit Nick Lewin’s website
==================
Jeff McBride’s Magic & Mystery Shop has been featuring many bay are prestidigitators.
On Tuesday, July 6th is the start of a series on Corporate Magic hosted by Paul Draper. Among his
guests will be Robert Strong. The Zoom events are from 5-7pm PDT so you can jump straight to Jen
Kramer’s conversation. Check here for upcoming sessions including Christian Cagigal as part of the
“Inclusivity & Diversity in Magic Conference.”

Silicon Valley Society of American Magicians Assembly 94 presents Dean Hankey in a virtual lecture
Date: Monday, July 12,2021
Time: 7:30-10pm PDT
Info at Facebook
Dean Hankey AKA “The Marketing Magician,” lectures and performs internationally.

Silicon Valley A.A.M. Assembly 94 meets the second Monday of the month with workshops and lectures.
S.A.M. 112, Diablo Assembly meets the third Wednesday of each month at 7pm. Write to Germar
germagic2@aol.com to be put on the mailing list.
S.A.M. 112 hosts the Society of Young Magicians where young wizards can perform and learn. It is usually
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the third Monday. Zoom link. https://hangouts.google.com/call/xHHXATtBTQk3NVLQGv3NAAEA For more
information contact Subash subashshibu8256@gmail.com. They love having other magicians join them to do a
trick or two and/or teach an effect. The SAM 112 website is out of date but has basic info.

Other info on local clubs can be found on East Bay Magic though it is somewhat out of date.
VIRTUAL SHOWS & LIVE SHOWS

Jay Alexander announces The Marrakech Magic Theater has reopened! Get tickets here.

Paul Nathan has reopened The Great Star Theater with a mix of live shows and movies. Check the schedule.
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The Submarine Show combines slapstick and pantomime July 8-17.
The Cicadas of Comedy are two world-class, comedy-varieté duos together for two nights only, July 30-31. In
this show you’ll laugh with some of the most unusual comedians ever. Variety, daredevil, angry, showboating,
skilled, disgusting, and always extremely funny.
Coming August 20-21 is Paul Dabek Live -A magical evening with Paul Dabek, the hilarious host of The
Illusionists live on Broadway and London's West End.
Paul is also working on a streaming version of Devil in the Deck for July 24.
Keep up-to-date at Facebook and ask to be placed on his entertaining mailing list: paulnathan@me.com

San Francisco’s Magic Patio has reopened.
In July-September of 2021, Andrew Evans will host the final performances of Illusions of Grandeur, the
original Magic Patio show that started it all. Evening shows and Family Matinees are both available Friday,
Saturday and Sunday. Backstage Magic is for 13+ plays Wednesday, Thursday and Saturdays in July. Book
early s both shows are selling out with limited capacities.
Tickets can be purchased on our website HERE.
Please note, this is an INDOOR performance with a reduced audience capacity. Masks will be required for any
guests who are not fully vaccinated. Additional safety precautions may be implemented as recommended by
local governments. Highlights from recent virtual performances can be seen on the YouTube channel. Sign up
to be notified of new shows.
Mystique in Folsom has reopened. July features Michael Ammar, Bruce Gold, Steve Owens and George Tovar in July.
Many shows appear to be sold out.

MAGIC WEEKENDS at the Westfield Oakridge, San Jose
July 10-11, 17-18
Kids--Come meet & greet your favorite costumed characters, and enjoy their magical performances including
magic show, superhero training, and more!
Info
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Susan Zeller, The Magical Storyteller is now available for booking live virtual magic shows for private and
corporate clients. She also does charity shows. Susan combines magic and song. She can be contacted
through her webpage at Susan Zeller - The Magical Storyteller or by gmail at susan@susanzellermagic.com.
She also periodically does virtual shows that are posted on Facebook.

Is he Big Al Catraz, Cousin Otis or Not That (St. Nick) Guy? You’ll need to follow Glen Micheletti to find out who
and where he is next on Facebook or his website.

Chris Herren is offering regular virtual shows and magician
interviews on his Facebook page.
And watch a new short documentary about how he came to be a
magician.
For more visit his website.
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+++++++++++++++=
Want to talk shop? Want to work on something for your virtual shows? Need help with Zoom /
OBS? Just needing some human interaction? Come join in.
MONDAY NIGHTS @ 11PM (PST)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87506257565?pwd=OFQ0c3VwbUF6OWpqam8vem9tOTJIdz09
Meeting ID: 875 0625 7565 Passcode: insomnia

California Magic Club is closed until they can safely open. Sign up for notifications.
But Gerry Griffin writes: “I'm very excited to introduce my new website focused on teaching the fine art of magic.
As a subscriber, you get exclusive access to a private collection. New content is posted weekly! No matter your
level of expertise, this ever-expanding library is based on 40+ years of real-world experience. Get started
today!
Supporting other magicians is a big part of my life’s work. When I look back at the mentors who helped me
become who I am today, I am forever grateful. Teaching others is part of my passion for the fine art of magic.
It is an interesting approach for only $10 a month.
Check it out and read his terrific blog posts.
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Frank Olivier's Funny Fridays will resume soon.
Check for streaming live on Facebook.

The San Francisco Magic
Studio with Frisco Fred-Dates and Tickets here

Brad Barton, Reality Thief is back with a brand new episode to his interactive online magic show! Imagine if Mr.
Rogers had his own Late Night Talk Show inside of Pee Wee's Playhouse, but then one weekend they decided
to broadcast it from inside a surreal futuristic Art Deco designed nightclub.
Your home is the theater. Your screen is the stage. Bring a deck of cards with you and the magic will happen in
your hands! Performing live and in person, Brad will share brand new magic, created just for this experience, with
a healthy dose of comedy and fun. Broadcasting this month's online magic shows LIVE from one of San
Francisco's most beautiful night clubs.
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New dates to be announced. Follow him on Facebook for info.
Watch the delightful new trailer for the show.

Ryan Kane has moved to The Big Apple. We will miss his energy but his virtual presence continues. Check for
lectures and events on his Facebook page.
Tips and Tricks with Ryan Kane now has 30 short videos posted.

The Mostly Magicians Virtual Open Mic with guest hosts every Wednesday live at 6pm PDT. Info, details
and sign up to perform.

Christian Cagigal’s San Francisco Ghost Hunt presents Virtual Ghost Hunt Fireside Stories with Magic. Updates
on Facebook.
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Magique Bazaar - Follow Michael Stroud and Genii Perry on Facebook.

Alex Ramon has been presenting a free live show Every Saturday night at 8pm PST but is
taking a break.
News on Facebook. Zoom links are here.
You can schedule a party with Alex as the virtual magician. Introduce him to your non-magic friends. There
is no cost but donations are accepted. Check it out.

Mike Della Penna creates WONDER and LAUGHTER with family magic performances
that are equal parts PLAYFUL and ASTONISHING! His wife has written a children’s
book, The Giant and the Elf based on a magic performance by Mike. In addition to
personalized livestream shows and teaching magic, he has a busy schedule of Virtual
Magic and Variety Shows. Future shows will be announced here.
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Dan Chan and Family -Get mystified with some fun magic & mind reading demonstrations from
father-and-son duo, Dan Chan and James Chan — then learn how to mystify your friends yourself as they teach
you a few of their favorite tricks for beginners.
Dan is working with AirBnB to offer online magical experiences. Information and booking here. for “Powerful
Mindreading & Magic'' throughout May.

Mai Tais & Magic with a Pirate! The Crazy Magic
Show and Mixology How To! with Capt’n Jack
Spareribs (Miles Ace)- Go to the Website to see all
of the creative show concepts and find out about his
next shows. And follow him on Facebook as well as
his alter ego
Ace Miles.

Kevin Blake’s Virtual Magic is available to be booked
group.
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for your

Brian Scott is available with mystifying magic and illusions.
Keep up-to-date on his Facebook page. Free fun show Thursday, June 10 at 11am.

More info here.
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For many more magic, mentalism and variety shows and magic classes check Eventbrite and
Goldstar, Remember---if there is an admission price it is for your household. Some
performers even allow you to invite another household. Always read the details. And watch
shows from around the country by changing locations in the filter.
A good place to check many performers for updates is
The Magic Oracle, a beautifully designed website
highlighting magic around the world with a page
covering many San Francisco area regular
shows—when they return to the stage.
When you have an upcoming show or know of one in the Bay
Area please Email us the information to be listed. Include title and
performer, date, time, location, a short blurb, website link, & a
publicity photo or graphic. All submissions must be sent in by the
third Tuesday of the month for the following issue. Email Gary
Meyer, Newsletter Editor, at garymeyeredf@gmail.com

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA MAGIC DEALERS
Have you ever said, “I wish we had a local magic shop?”
Well---we do and please support them or we might lose them, especially in
this difficult time. Some have social distancing in-person hours and all will
gladly take your order on the phone or from their websites.

MISDIRECTIONS MAGIC SHOP - 1236-9th Avenue (near Golden Gate Park), San Francisco. (415)
566-2180. Locally owned and operated by Joe Pon with a terrific supply of your magic needs,
lectures, private lessons and a place for magicians to gather. The physical store is open 12-3
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Tuesday-Friday and 12-5 on Saturdays and Sundays--- with social distancing. They do mail and
phone orders. If he doesn’t have it, he will get it for you. Tell Joe that OMC sent you.
Weekly posts on Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, and Facebook offer suggestions for virtual
show effects. Gift Certificates are available (wink wink, nudge nudge) You can purchase Maximum
Entertainment and Mnemonica mentioned by Magical Nathaniel in Five questions and get a 10%
discount with any orders of $30 or more if you are a member of OMC
Watch “Is this the last real magic shop?”
Read about April Halog’s visit to Misdirections.
Hoodline interviews owner Joe Pon.
BYRON WALKER BOOKS - OMC member and long-tine book dealer has about 4000 books in stock
covering magic, mentalism, gambling and bunco, juggling, and ventriloquism. He always stocks the
newest titles and has the rarest of volumes. This is a mail-order business based in San Leandro.
Byron will bring books to the OMC meetings upon request (when they are back in person) but for now
is doing mail order, has good prices and a deep inventory of both the newest books and hard-to-find
vintage volumes. He accepts PayPal. Call him at (510) 276-1854 or email byron.walker@comcast.net
Get a 10% discount with all orders of $40 or more if you are a member of OMC.
HOUDINI’S MAGIC SHOP - Beach Street & The Embarcadero, Pier 39, San Francisco The local
branch of a national chain located in resort hotels and amusement parks oriented to tourists but
always worth a visit if in the area.
BOARDWALK MAGIC -400 Beach Street, Santa Cruz. Joshua Logan’s labor of love has an excellent
selection and demonstrators who are serious about their craft. Surprisingly good selection for a tourist
location and they will happily special order.
ZUCCHINI’S TRICK ‘N THINGS - Monterey Canning Company, 711 Cannery Row # H, Monterey.
Oriented to tourists with mass market magic, jokes and games but the demonstrators are having fun
and love a visit from other magicians. Worth a visit if you are at the Monterey Aquarium.
GRAND ILLUSIONS - 7704 Fair Oaks Blvd, Carmichael This family run business started by Steve
Johnson and his parents in 1988 carries magic, costumes, puppets, makeup, special effects, juggling
gear, novelties and more. They are having a “going out of business sale” with plenty of bargains but
only online. It looks like they will lose their building by mid-January. Steve is also offering Teach-Ins
so get on his mailing list.
EVANGELINE’S COSTUME MANSION - 113 K Street, Sacramento A fun shop of over 4800 square
feet of basic magic tricks and a huge selection of novelty items, jokes, wigs and just plain fun.
Upstairs are two floors filled with accessories and every imaginable costume.
--------------------------------------------------------The greater Sacramento area has become a home for magic companies but you can’t buy retail from
Murphy’s Magic. Look at their offerings online and ask your favorite dealer to order for you. Penguin
Magic and L&L Publishing are also based there and Ellusionist is based in Petaluma, but they do not
have storefronts and are mail order warehouses only. They all offer informative newsletters and
occasional free stuff. But order their products from your local dealer.
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