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Everything that is highlighted in blue in this newsletter should be a link that takes you to that person, place 
or event. 
WHERE ARE WE?  JOIN THE OAKLAND MAGIC CIRCLE---OR RENEW 

OMC has been around since 1925, the oldest continuously running independent magic club west of 
the Mississippi. Dozens of members have gone on to fame and fortune in the magic world. When we 
can return to in-person meetings it will be at Bjornson Hall with a stage, curtains, lighting and our 
excellent new sound system. The expanding library of books, lecture notes and DVDs will reopen. 
And we will have our monthly meetings, banquets, contests, lectures, teach-ins plus the annual Magic 
Flea Market & Auction. Good fellowship is something we all miss. 
 
Until then we are proud to be presenting a series of top quality virtual lectures . A benefit of doing 
virtual events is that we can have talent from all over the planet and the audiences are not limited to 
those who can drive to Oakland.  After the main program we offer a virtual stage for members and 
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friends to perform and (optionally) get feedback. And we are proud to have this news-filled publication 
keeping you informed of other shows and lectures. 
 
The OMC has been making these virtual events free to all interested magicians. “So,” you might ask, 
“Why should I pay dues to be a member?” 
 
At only $20 a year you support the club, attend in-person lectures free (non-members pay $20 
making this a “no-brainer”), have exclusive access to the library and can enter our close-up and 
stage contests where winners get cash prizes and a trophy  plus the invaluable promotional use 
of being a winner. You can be an officer  and on committees to guide the club’s future. We were 
developing an after-school magic program with the East Bay Agency for Children that obviously has 
been postponed though a virtual version is being considered. We’d love you to join that program 
giving back to our community. 
 
And selected virtual lectures will be available for paid members only to rewatch or enjoy  if they 
missed them. First up will be Ran’D Shine and Kozmo , thanks to our Tech Wiz, Donnovan 
Rittenbach. Members Only will shortly be sent links  to stream them. 
 
If you forgot to pay your dues go to PayPal  and type in marcmcmagic@gmail.com. 
This is a bargain for $20 and we hope many of our new friends will consider joining. We have 77 
members. Do you know any new magicians to the bay area? Introduce them to OMC. 
FLASH!!  At this month’s Board meeting a new youth membership was initiated, Under 15-year-old 
only $10. 
 
To apply for membership request an application by writing to oaklandmagic@gmail.com 
 
RAN’D SHINES FOR OAKLAND MAGIC CIRCLE WITH “UNBUNTU” 

 
On September 8 Ran ‘D Shine virtually visited the Oakland Magic Circle to present a lecture packed 
with magic, theory, presentation ideas and a surprise guest. 
  
Ran’D explained why his lecture is called “Unbuntu.” While living in South Africa for a time he learned 
this word which is a term meaning “humanity” and often translated as “I am because you are… you 
are because I am.” It speaks about the symbiotic relationship between all mankind. As magicians we 

have to connect with our 
audiences. 
  
“Magicians love card tricks. 
They are our life blood. But 
don’t open with a card trick ,” 
he said, explaining that many 
people can do a card trick or 
their kids can do one so this 
lowers their expectations of 
who you are as a performer. 
He offered stories to illustrate 
his reasons and suggested 
alternative opening ideas to 
disrupt those expectations. 
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He offered one of his strong openings as Ran’D performed and carefully taught his beautiful routine 
with colorful thimbles traveling to different parts of his body. The clearly stated and demonstrated 
explanations confirmed his assurances that it is an easy routine to learn while fooling the spectators. 
  
How do we connect with the audience, virtual and live? Engage from the stage by doing crowd work. 
“When we perform we are doing our craft but we need to make it not just about ‘me’ but also about 
the audience.” He offered insights about not alienating but engaging the crowd by making them feel 
special.  A five second trick does not need a five minute story and vice versa. Make your stories 
authentic to you because of your special interest in the narrative. 
Be original in your scripts. 
  
“Even though asking the entire audience to participate in an arm twisting routine may seem to be a 
cliché, it gets them involved.” Ran’D demonstrated another clever way of leading the crowd taking 
their palm from an up position to palm down without twisting the wrist. It seems impossible but when 
you know the secret it is so easy. 
  
Play on the audiences’ emotions with your stories whether they are funny or serious. 
Ran’D suggests you don’t mention any famous magicians. “It is your show; you are the superstar and 
you don’t want to come off as second-tier. “ 
  
Then he said, “I’d like to introduce my special guest, a good friend, who takes something magicians 

know and builds upon it. 
Meet Joshua Messado and 
his Messado Rings.” 
 
Joshua’s routines were a 
new take and beautiful to 
behold as spectators can get 
involved. The magic happens 
up close as increasingly 
impossible things happen. 
The key ring  could not be 
detected to the point where 
those unfamiliar with 
Messado’s gorgeously 
crafted rings wondered if 
there was a different method 
to link them. During his 
teaching of new moves that 
will be in an upcoming DVD, 
he showed that the opening 
on the key ring was 
surprisingly large but easy to 

hide with his special handling.  
  
Ran’D came back to talk about the situation where people are insistent that the magician teach them 
a trick and how to handle that, teaching us a unique four aces card effect that can work in that 
situation or just to astonish others.       (Continued on page 5 ) 
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OCTOBER HALLOWEEN MEETING- Tuesday, Oct. 6, 2020 at 7pm (PDT) (come early @ 6:30) 
 
We see a frightening night in your 
future---Tuesday, October 6, 2020 to be 
exact. Put it on your calendar now. 
Our annual Halloween meeting will be a 
star-studded evening of magic and lectures by four 
of the leading performers in the area of 
performances to scare audiences. Thank you to 
Christian Cagigal for organizing this incredible 
group of presenters. 
Zoom Invite :https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85314683829 
 
Free to the magic community. 
After the lectures members and guests are 
urged to show us your own bizarre, creepy, and 
scary best. 
 

 
Todd Robbins Todd will talk about the creation of his off-Broadway show Play Dead, 
and the progression from Todd's early desire to create an intimate seance show to 
the full-out, and sold out, danse macabre that it became . Todd also hosts “True 
Nigthtmares” on ID and produced “Speakeasy Magick” at the McKittrick Hotel (of Sleep No 
More  fame). Learn more during his visit to the Magic Word . Visit his Facebook page for 
current happenings, dead and alive. And watch his daily This Day in Darkness videos. 
 
David Parr will explain the process of developing original shows, with an emphasis 
on his interactive Halloween show Haunting History, a combination magic show and 
tour of a spooky old house. Learn how David organizes his ideas into a show 
structure, and uses setting and atmosphere to create a magical mood.  Current 
manifestations appear on  Facebook. Watch his The Sorcerer’s Liar on Oct. 3. 
 
 
Paul Draper, a magician and mentalist, will discuss how he helped helped design, 
cast, train, and operate large scale haunted attractions including Fear Factory: one of 
the top Halloween attractions in the world, made up of 6 buildings, up to 6 stories high, with 
2 underground passages, and is a massive haunted attraction in Salt Lake City, Utah, 
U.S.A. With awards ranking them as #3 in the world (buzzfeed.com), and top 10 in the US 
(USA Today & Travel Channel). Obviously that's canceled this year but he keeps his 
subject “alive” on  Facebook.  Watch him live on Thursday, Sept.24 . 
 
Christian Cagigal  will explore  his approach to creating theatrical, narrative driven, and 
spooky magic, with an emphasis on how the performer’s physical and emotional 
choices can turn a card force into a miracle. His eerie “Sortilegios” on Zoom can be 
booked for October shows now). In real life/ non-pandemic times Christian takes people on 
in-person Ghost Hunts but until then join his Virtual Ghost Hunt Fireside Stories plus Magic. 
He scares up fresh news on  Facebook 
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After the September 8 lecture: 
Several effects were performed.  
 
President Robert Herrick kept us amused and guessing as arrows 
magically zoomed all over his paddle. 
 
Marc Maguire had his assistant place multiple identifying marks on a 
chosen card which then found itself in the most unexpected places. 
Enjoy the full routine here.  
 
Benny Bendini was obviously influenced by both Chaplin and Jacques 
Tati in his very original and hilarious take on the linking coat hangers 
which you can watch here . 
 
Jonathan Steigman adapted a Juan Pablo multiple bill production 
concept into a surprised-filled mismade dollar routine.  

 
(Ran’D continued from page 3 ) 
  
“I want to talk about the 
good, the bad and the 
sad about virtual magic 
shows. Initially I 
wondered why anyone 
would do a virtual show 
when people can watch 
hundreds of 
performances on 
YouTube. And then 
something happened to 
me that made me 
realize we must adapt 
or die… or 
better...adapt and 
thrive.” After telling his 
story Ran’D talked 
about why we will 
survive. 
  
“During terrible times 
there have always 
been two things that 
survived and thrived: alcohol and entertainment. “ 
  
He has started doing virtual shows and is no longer confined to his local driving area, sometimes 
doing three shows in one day that are all over the world. And even some social-distanced in-person 
shows are starting and then I can do more virtual performances from home. 
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“When we're given lemons let’s make a lemon orchard. Think big.” 
  
We are learning a totally different skill set and there are various ways of presenting but for people 
under 30 who grew up in front of screens, it is normal for them to watch performers on the screen so 
don’t be afraid it won’t be accepted. 
  
“Virtual is a three-legged stool: the technology, the environment, and the tricks.” 
  
He explained that technology doesn’t have to be complicated, especially as you are starting. 
  
There are three kinds of shows. Streaming like YouTube where the performer has no interaction with 
the audience. Zoom type platforms offer interaction and there are hybrids of both. 
 
“None of us started out as expert magicians and so we must take our time exploring what is right for 
each of us.” 
  
Think about your space. Where are you performing? The room you are in--- are there external sounds 
that distract and what is the lighting like? Think about your background and be wary of greenscreen 
until you know how to use it. 
  
Transitions from one effect to another are different in virtual because you don’t have an audience’s 
laughter and applause to prompt you when to move forward. 
  
Ran’D asked for three people in different locations to each bring out a penny, nickel, and quarter to 
attempt a metaphysical experiment where, unlike in-person audiences, the participants are in different 
places and can’t have arranged anything in advance. Though each is making different moves with the 
coins, the magician can tell them about their results. 

  
He followed up teaching a 
favorite effect of three coins 
vanishing and reappearing 
that is his own variation using 
Al Schneider’s “snap back” 
move. It wowed the crowd. 
  
 At the end Ran’D made a 
confession that this was only 
the second lecture he had 
ever given. 
It was also the largest crowd 
we have had since starting 
OMC virtual meetings with 55 
attendees. 
  
During the Q&A he 
suggested that everyone 
considering any kind of 

virtual presentations can learn a lot from the YouTube channel Dottotech. 
  
Ran’D told how Chris Capehart helped him get started and gain confidence when he was a street 
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performer. He urged everyone to seek help as we all need mentors. Don’t be intimidated to find 
people who you can ask for help. You probably can assist them too. 
  
Unbuntu. 
  
This was a great lecture filled with wonder, knowledge, and humor. The OMC thanks Ran’D and 
Joshua for making it a memorable night (and for staying up late with us as they are three hours ahead 
of us in Philadelphia}. 
  
The lecture will be available for current paid OMC members to enjoy whether you saw it live or 
missed it. 
 

 
Visit Ran’D’s website. 
  
Follow him on Facebook and  Instagram. 
  
Ran'D Shine's YouTube channel 
 
Ran’D on Penn & Teller Fool Us. 
 
The British MagicSeen Magazine called him “The College King!” Read the article. 
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Ran’D Shine’s annual live Heart and Soul of Magic Tour is on hold this year but a Virtual version of a 
new show can be watched here. Starring a line-up of African-American magicians it benefits 
Associated Black Charities. 
 
 Watch a short documentary.  
  
Listen to an interview on Discourse in Magic.  
 
Watch for Ran’D’s upcoming appearance on The Magic Word Podcast. Sign up to be notified of each 
week’s guest. 
 
  
See Joshua Messado’s videos and get more information but you can buy the Rings and a tutorial, 
autographed, directly from Joshua's website. 
  
Follow Joshua on Instagram and  Facebook. 
More videos on his YouTube channel.
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RAN’D ANSWERS OUR FIVE QUESTIONS 
Would you please answer the five following questions? 
  

1. Please tell us the first magic trick(s) you were proud to perform and 
about how old were you? 
 
The first magic trick I was proud to perform was a watch steal. I was in my 
20s.  A friend showed me how to do it, but I thought it was impossible to take 
someone’s watch without them knowing.  One day I decided to give it try, and 
I surprised myself that I got the watch. I started as a street performer. 
  
  2. And the first important magic book(s) and why? 
  
  TheMagic Book by Harry Lorayne . It was given to me by a college friend 
after  he performed a few tricks for me. It’s an underrated beginner’s book on 
magic.  I still perform a few tricks from the book. 

 
3. If you were going to a desert island for six months to do a deep dive into your 
magic what three effects would you take with you to perfect?  And what three 
books would you bring along? 
 
I don’t have any particular tricks that I would bring with me, However I would bring two 
decks of cards, some coins, index cards, and a pen.  
That’s all I need to perform and practice a lot of magic. 
 
Books: 
Secret Agenda  By Roberto Giobbi 
 The Bible 
 48 Laws of Power by Robert Greene 

 
4. You are planning a dinner party followed by your magic show.  Among the guests can be any 
five people from history (living or dead, magician or not). Who would you invite? 
 
 This a very difficult question for me to answer, but as of this writing here are the five people I would invite 
are… 
  
    Malcolm X  
    James Baldwin  
    Prince (the Musician)  
    Jesus Christ 
    The fifth person at the table would be President Obama or Nelson Mandela. 

  
 5.  What are words of wisdom or advice you can offer for aspiring prestidigitators? 
 
“Never ask a rock how to swim”. If you want to accomplish a goal seek advice from those that have 
accomplished the goal you want to achieve. Otherwise you are wasting your time by asking those that don’t 
know, or trying to figure it out or have failed at achieving their goa l.  
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PHIL ACKERLY’S NEW MAGIC BOOK FOR KIDS 
The OMC Stage Contest Winner and popular bay area magican Phil Ackerly  follows up his 
popular 2017 book Magic You Can Do: 50 tricks with cards, coins, rope, crayons, pencils, napkins, 
and more  with his just published Magic Tricks for Kids: Easy Step-by-Step Instructions for 25 
Amazing Illusions. Read Phil’s article about how he got started in magic. 

  
                         Both books are now  available on Amazon. 
 

Watch San Francisco’s Andrew Evans  and Naomi of the Magic Patio on Penn & Teller’s Fool 
Us. This is a twist on “sawing a person in half.” 

 

JAY ALEXANDER ASKS & JOHN OWENS ANSWERS 
 
Jay Alexander recently acquired a Malini poster 
for the lobby of his Marrakech Magic Theater in 
San Francisco. It was for a show presented by 
the Oakland Magic Circle in 1932 and Jay was 
looking for more information. 
 
 
 
John Owens, OMC Librarian responded: 
From The Sphinx 
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Magic Notes from the Bay 
Region, California 

  
By Lewis A. Miller 
  
Under the auspices of the Oakland Magic Circle, Max Malini, World Renowned Conjuror, presented a "Program of 
Magic," on the evening of Nov. 21st in the ballroom of the Leamington Hotel, Oakland, Calif. As a "close-up" worker, 
and in the technique of presenting card problems and effects with ordinary objects, Malini is a past-master, his skill 
requires no comment to those who are familiar with his uncanny ability to do the seemingly impossible.  

  
Though the audience held many who follow magic as a 
hobby, or a livelihood, Malini's presentation gave them 
something to ponder over.  
  
Jointly, under the Circle and Manager James Muir, of of the 
St. Marks Hotel, a reception was held in honor of Malini 
and the Duvals, prior to the later wonder workers 
completing a week's run at the Fox-Oakland Theatre. (Ade 
Duval and his wife with their company, are finishing up an 
extended trip with the Fanchon and Marco "MYSTERY" 
Idea.)  
  
The reception was held in the card room of the St. Marks 
with Muir as "emsee." Malini and his talented son 
presented some novel effects in magic, a four-piece 

orchestra enlivened the occasion, President Dariel Fitzkee of Golden Gate Assembly No. 2 S. A. M. spoke in favor of 
"One Big Magical Society" and Past Pres. Alstrand of the O.M.C. promised to do what he could along the lines of 
amalgamating into one powerful magical merger. Many out-of-town magicians and their friends helped make the evening 
one to be recalled with pleasure.  
 
The foregoing Sphinx report was taken from the 2014 publication The OMC in the Sphinx, a compilation of 
OMC meeting reports published in the magazine.  
 
John notes “the reference to Ade Duval and his wife "True" playing at the Fox.  Also the OMC and 
other local notables mentioned include  Dariel Fitzkee of trilogy fame; "Past President" William 
Alstrand , aka Poogie Poogie, Jimmy Muir, booking agent for just about every professional in the 
OMC, performer of everything but magic, and master of ceremonies for just about everything that 
came along in his day.”  
 
Enjoy selections from Steve Cohen’s collection of Malini ephemera and stories. 
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MAGIC RESOURCES OF THE MONTH- Black Magicians Matter 
Part Two-  For more resources see OMC July Newsletter . 
 
 
 

The image most people have about magicians is that they are white males. But that is changing as 
more women and people of color play increasingly prominent roles in the art. Black magicians have 
actually been performing in America for a long time. Richard Potter is said to be the first successful 
American-born magician.  

“Richard Potter was born in Massachusetts in 1783 to a slave woman and her owner, whom he lived with. He 
learned his magic from a Scottish magician and performed in New York, New England and Canada. Potter’s 
performances included crawling through a log, frying eggs in a hat, dancing on eggs without breaking them and 
climbing into an oven with raw meat and staying there until it was done. He did so well that he and his wife 
lived on a 175-acre farm in Andover, NH, and held lavish parties. He died in 1835,” reports Sherry Howard on 
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her blog . 

Two books have been written about Richard Potter. 

The African American magician who seems to have been the first on the stage in the US after the Civil War 
war was Professor J.D. Kellies, known for not using apparatus during his performances. Newspaper accounts 
have records of his performances dating as far back as 1868. 

Henry Box Brown  escaped from slavery by shipping himself in a box from Richmond to Philadelphia. This bold 
feat was only the first act of a remarkable career. In 1850, Brown produced a moving  panorama, a kind of giant 
painted scroll presented in a theater, called Mirror of Slavery and toured it around New England and then 

across the Atlantic in the 1860s,where  he began 
performing as a magician with acts as as a mesmerist 
and conjuror, under the show names of "Prof. H. Box 
Brown" and the "African Prince" in England. He is said 
to have performed an escape from the original box. 
After touring England for many years he returned to the 
U.S. with his his family and a group magic act in 1875. 
In In addition to  Narrative of the Life of Henry Box 
Brown, Written by Himself, several  books have been 
written  about his life and adventures including  popular 
children’s book and videos plus the well-reviewed  The 
Unboxing of Henry Brown  by Jeffrey Ruggles. 
Comedian  Kevin Hart told his daughter about Brown 
with humor; an off-Broadway musical, youth 
productions, a  hip hop musical , a play by Tony 
Kushner-- and a video of Mike Wiley’s one man show is 
being offered to schools and regional theaters. There 
have been several short films but this begs for being a 
feature or mini series.  
The walls in the lobby of  Marrakech Magic Theater in 
San Francisco display posters of Brown. 

 

 

“Benjamin Rucker performed during the early 1900s as Black Herman. 
He was a separatist and politically militant but also renowned for his trick 
called Buried Alive. ‘People paid to see his ‘corpse,’ feel that he had no 
pulse, and watch his coffin be buried,’ according to the website Magic: 
The Science of Illusion. “Days later, Herman would rise from the dug-up 
coffin and lead the audience into the theater. One night in 1934, Black 
Herman collapsed on stage and died. But the audience wouldn’t leave. 
Huge crowds gathered outside the funeral home to see the end of the 
‘trick.’ Herman’s assistant finally said, ‘Let’s charge admission. That’s 
what he would have done.’ So they did.  Herman had actually died of a 
heart attack on stage”. He wrote and sold the popular Black Herman’s 
Secrets of Magic, Mystery and Legerdermain  
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Alonzo Moore  did magic in minstrel shows in the early 1900s, and Fetaque Sanders, born in Nashville, TN, in 
1915 (died in 1992) did ‘ghost shows.’ His career spanned more than 25 years from, from 1931 to 1958. 

   

Ellen Armstrong ’s mother, Mabel died shortly 
after her birth. By the age of six, she was 

assisting her father and new step-mom, showing great skill as a psychic performer. In her teens she had taken 
over the Chalk Talk part of the show in which she told stories by drawing characters on a chalkboard. With the 
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addition of a few strokes of the chalk, each picture would completely change to a new character, adding to the 
story. 

When her father died suddenly in 1939, Ellen took over, becoming the first (and only) African American female 
magician touring with her own show. In the early years on her own she featured the tricks and illusions of her 
father, such as "The Miser's Dream" and "The Mutilated Parasol ." As time went on, she focused more on the 
drawing ability, billing herself as "Cartoonist Extraordinary." 

Ellen Armstrong retired in 1970 after 31 years of touring her own show.  

 
Magicpedia  has a brief history of African American magicians with some performers deserving of more 
research but it is pretty slim. 

 
 To the rescue is  Kenrick Ice McDonald with his 
excellent documentary Quiet Masters : The 
History and Relevance of the Black Magic Artist 
that can be  streamed for free on Amazon Prime 
  
Quiet Masters trailer 
  
These and his other projects introduce us to 
Goldfinger and Dove, The Evasons, Phelston Jones, 
Benjamin Barnes, Rory Rennick, Kid Ace, Jamahl 
Keyes, Victor and Diamond, Chris Capehart, Meeka 
Diane, Hiawatha Johnson Jr., Eric Jones, Tevell 
Rose, Eric Redman, William Watt, Michael Vincent, 
Ran’D Shine, Victoria Bey, Eric Anderson, Sukuma 
Avery, Mondre and many others. 
  
Quiet Masters is the start of a 13 part series in 
production. Watch the Trailer here 
  
Kenrick Ice McDonald's The African American 
Masters of Magic - In 2005, 15 phenomenal African 
American magicians travel to to Los Angeles to 
present their awesome magical talent.  Watch the 50 
minute special. Premiered July 25, 2020 
  
TV interview with Kenrick  upon being named 
President of the Society of American Magicians. 
 
Two overview books have been written. The first is 

out of print and hard to find. Check your library Magical Heroes: The Lies and Legends of African American 
Magicians by Jim Magus; reviewed by Jamy Ian Swiss. 
 
Conjure Times: Black Magicians in America  by Jim Haskins and Kathleen Benson; reviewed by Katherine 
Nabity, the book is aimed at young adults. Byron Walker has a copy for sale  for only $20 and it sells for a lot 
more online. 
 
Learn about the International Association of Black Magical Artists here .Their convention is scheduled for 
November 6-7-8.  
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                                                    THE FUNNIES 

 

 
                                                                                                Courtesy of Dan Piraro 
 
-Nina Conti has been doing her very funny ventriloquist act with masks long before we had to wear 
them.  Enjoy the video of this human puppet and another routine at the Apollo. 
 
- Tyler Wilson: Magic History Guru should provide plenty of laughs in its three minutes. 
 
-One of the funniest classic magic acts was “The Coney Island Fakir: Al Flosso” Watch it here . 
Interview with Al Flosso- Love that tie! 
Read Jamy Ian Swiss’ colorful essay and see more videos on Magicana 
 
-A magician gets himself a parrot for his act. 
After a couple weeks of performing with the magician the parrot begins to heckle the magician during 
his shows. "it's under his hat, it's up his sleeve, his assistant has it." 
 
The magician is performing on a cruise ship when the ship sinks. The magician wakes up on a piece 
of driftwood with the parrot standing on the opposite end. The parrot and the magician spend 3 days 
floating at sea without saying a word. 
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Finally the parrot says, "Alright, I give up. Where's the boat?" 
 

                                             MAGIC IN THE BAY AREA 
 
There are no live in-person shows currently scheduled but many performers are 
having success with Virtual Shows.  Support your local magicians. 

 
Phil Ackerly’s Magic & Comedy Night Home Edition XI with Special Guests on 
Saturday nights at 7pm.  
September 26 Phil is joined by Frank Olivier. 
October 3 brings Tom Pesce and Eric Henning to share the screen with Phil. 
October 10 has special guest David Parr. 
Check the schedule for other upcoming shows and buy Tickets here.  
 
 

S.A.M. Silicon Valley Assembly #94 proudly 
presents John Cary on his Virtual World Tour, 
Monday, October 12 at 7:30 PDT.  Check the S.A.M 
#94 Facebook page  in early October for a Zoom link. 
John Carey is the critically acclaimed author of 6 books of 
highly commercial and practical close up magic and has 
myriad dvds and downloads to his name. His material is in the 
repertoire of magicians globally. 

 
An evening with Carey is an event you will not want to miss. 
Seven of the items in the lecture are brand new and 
unpublished and this will be the first time John has shared 
them. He will also perform material from his latest book, 
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Reflections we are sure you will love. All the material is strong, commercial and practical. You are in for a treat! 
For details on the lecture go here. 
 

 
Imagine if Mr. Rogers had his own Late Night Talk Show inside of Pee Wee's Playhouse, but then one 
weekend they decided to broadcast it from inside a surreal futuristic Art Deco designed night club.  
Brad Barton, Reality Thief is back with a brand new episode to his interactive online magic show! Your 
home is the theater. Your screen is the stage. Bring a deck of cards with you and the magic will happen 
in your hands! Performing live and in person, Brad will share brand new magic, created just for this 
experience, with a healthy dose of comedy and fun. Broadcasting this month's online magic shows LIVE 
from one of San Francisco's most beautiful night clubs, The Great Northern. DJ Bustin Jeeper stars the 
fun off at 3:45pm. 
 
For Tickets to Saturday, September 26th - https://bit.ly/3jTEI4H 
For Tickets to Sunday, September 27th - https://bit.ly/3hV6VY9 
Watch the delightful new trailer for the show. 

 
 
 
The San Francisco Magic Studio 
with Frisco Fred - Saturday Family 
Shows at 3- Tickets here  
General Audience Shows Sundays at 
7pm. Tickets here  or here . 
 
 
 

Want to talk shop? Want to work on something for your virtual shows? Need help with Zoom / 
OBS? Just needing some human interaction? Come join in. 
MONDAY NIGHTS @ 11PM (PST)  Join Zoom Meeting 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87506257565?pwd=OFQ0c3VwbUF6OWpqam8vem9tOTJIdz09 
Meeting ID: 875 0625 7565  Passcode: insomnia 
 

 
Ryan’s Virtual Special Pay What You Can Show on Tuesday, October 6 at 7:15pm 
  Info here. 
Tips and Tricks with Ryan Kane  now has 30 short videos posted. 
 
The Mostly Magicians Virtual Open Mic hosted by  Ryan Kane every Wednesday live at 
6pm PDT.  Info, details and sign up to perform.  
 
Ryan’s new book, Out of Stock is in stock at Amazon. 

 
Sortilegios: The Magic of Christian Cagigal - Thursdays, October 1, 8, 15 & 22 at 
7pm at 4pm. Info and tickets 
Christian’s San Francisco Ghost Hunt presents  Virtual Ghost Hunt Fireside Stories  with Magic. Updates on 
Facebook . 
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Magique Bazaar 2020: MagicVision - "Screen-Filled Sorcery" 
Monday, September 28, 7-8pm 
The Magique Bazaar presents its first all-virtual illusion show! Get your popcorn, kick off your shoes 
and snuggle up to your computer for a unique, virtual entertainment experience. See grand illusions 
up close and personal. Featuring our versions of Houdini's famous Metamorphosis and the beautiful 
and fascinating Origami illusion. The whole critter crew will join us too - rabbits, chinchillas and doves 
- oh my! and introducing the newest member - our Golden Dragon:) Plus - some amazing close-up 
magic to fry your noodle.  Plus Special Guests. Half of all proceeds from Rising International VIP 
Tickets go toward programs that benefit women locally and globally.  Tickets and more info.  

 
Alex Ramon has surprises shows and Facebook posts here . You can schedule a 
party with Alex as the virtual magician. Introduce him to your non-magic friends. There is 
no cost but donations are accepted. Check it out . 
 
Alex has not done any recent podcasts but catch up on his stories of live shows that went 
horribly wrong” including interviews with local and international performers. Listen here. 
 

The Oakland Magic Circle September/October 2020 Newsletter  
20 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mb-2020-magicvision-screen-filled-sorcery-tickets-119958724775?ref=enivtefor001&invite=MTk5NTYzNDMvZ2FyeW1leUB5YWhvby5jb20vMA%3D%3D%0A&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&utm_term=attend
https://www.facebook.com/alexramonmagic
https://www.alexramonmagic.com/schedule
https://www.alexramonmagic.com/podcast


  

 
 
Dan Chan and Family   offer a variety of dates  from September 28 through November. 
Get mystified with some fun magic & mindreading demonstrations from father-and-son duo, 
Dan Chan and James Chan — then learn how to mystify your friends yourself as they teach you 
a few of their favorite tricks for beginners.  
 
Dan is working with AirBnB to offer online magical experiences. Information and booking 
here. 

 
Mai Tais & Magic with a Pirate! 
The Crazy Magic Show and 
Mixology How To! with Capt’n 
Jack Spareribs (Miles Ace)- 8 
Shows in August, Thursdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays at 6pm. Magic Mike 
explains, “ You receive a list of needed 
ingredients and items you will want to 
have so that you can mix along, while 
learning the roots of the original Mai 
Tai and tiki culture. 

Of course there is plenty of magic and even ventriloquism with Maynard the Mind Reading 
Monkey. I'll also share some of my favorite bar bets that you can use virtually or the next time 
you are in a bar!”  Go to the Website to see all of the creative show concepts.  
For Sept. 25-26 and Oct. 2 at 7pm Tickets at Discount .  
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Mike Della Penna creates WONDER and LAUGHTER with 
family magic performances that are equal parts PLAYFUL and 
ASTONISHING! His wife has written a children’s book, The 
Giant and the Elf based on a magic performance by Mike. In 
addition to personalized livestream shows and teaching magic, 
He has a busy schedule of Virtual Magic and Variety Shows with 
special guests on Monday nights from September 28th through 
October 26th...plus Livestream Library Shows. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
You may have missed it live but you can 
watch the entire celebration with Shim 
Lin (teaching an effect, Kenichi Ebina, 
Cynthia Yee, Majinga & Magic Genii 
plus Korene Tom can be seen at 
1:59:42. 
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Kevin Blake’s Virtual Magic  is available to be booked  for your group. Follow his Facebook 

for upcoming shows. 
 
 
'Magicians In VR' Event In AltspaceVR 
Will Feature Talks And Live Magic During 
this event, you will see prominent figures 
come together to virtually “educate, 
entertain and inspire the immersive 
content creation community with relevant 
insights about the art of magic.” 

This FREE event is set to take place on 
Wednesday, October 7 in AltspaceVR 
from 1:00pm PST. The event will 
discuss how magic can operate in virtual 
worlds and how the “art of storytelling, 
understanding audiences, and building 
relevant and innovative impossibilities” 
applies to magic in VR. 

The aim is to show how digital magic in a 
virtual world can provide a sense of 
disbelief just like real world magic, and 
not just stem from amazement at the 

technology behind it. The experience will also offer some perspective on the ‘live theater’ aspect of 
magic, and how this can be applied to VR experiences. 

To register and access the event, you will need either a VR headset (either: Oculus, htcVIVE, or a 
Windows Mixed Reality headset) OR you can join in "2D Mode" if you have a Windows PC with 
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Windows 10 or later (Apple Mac won't work).  This link will take you to the appropriate app store for 
your device, where you can download the Altspace-VR app and register from within the app: 
https://altvr.com/get-altspacevr-2 

 

San Francisco’s Magic 
Patio  does not currently 
have any scheduled 
public shows  but 
highlights from recent 
virtual performances can 
be seen on the YouTube 
channel .Sign up to be 
notified of new shows. 

 
 
For many more magic, mentalism and variety shows and magic classes check Eventbrite  and 
Goldstar,   Remember---if there is an admission price it is for your household. Some 
performers even allow you to invite another household. Always read the details. And watch 
shows from around the country by changing locations in the filter. 
 

 
A good place to check many of  performers for updates is 
The Magic Oracle , a beautifully designed website 
highlighting magic around the world with a page 
covering many  San Francisco area regular 
shows —when they return to the stage.  
 
 
 
 
 
When you have an upcoming show or know of one in the Bay 
Area please Email us the information to be listed. Include title and 

performer, date, time, location, a short blurb, website link, & a publicity photo or graphic. All 
submissions must be sent in by the third Tuesday of the month for the following issue. Email Gary 
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Meyer, Newsletter Editor, at garymeyeredf@gmail.com  
 

BEYOND THE BAY - SEMINARS, LECTURES, SHOWS, PODCASTS AND EVENTS 
IN AUGUST 

 

 
Wednesday, Sept 30 at 4pm PDT/7pm EST. To learn more, see a trailer and register 
go to: https://www.arcanerelics.com/product/seance-session-1/  

 
MOPS & MAGIC POSTERS- Mike Caveney and Tina Lenart discuss the mysteries of Egyptian Hall 
Museum and Tina's new book Finding the Spotlight on Thursday, October 1, 4-6pm (PDT). Details and tickets. 

 
13 hours of magic in a unique virtual convention.  Shows, panels, lectures, jammig’ sessions, games, dealers 
rooms, hangouts, and workshops presented by Ben Train & Jonah Babins of the Toronto Magic Company.  30 
guests include Garrett Thomas, Curtis Kam, Carisa Hendrix, Caleb Wiles, Chris Mayhew, Kainoa 
Harbottle, Haim Goldberg, Ben Seidman, Adrian Lacroix, Tim Hannig,Avi Yap, Danny Orleans, Caleb 
Wiles, Chris Mayhew, Abby Segal, and many more. “No disgusting greasy dinners.” Each attendee will be 
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sent a custom package of lecture notes and surprises.  Watch the very funny trailer and get full information 
here .  Limited availability. Trailers and Games on  Facebook. 
 
Live From Michigan  (Thanks to John Luka ) 

● September 23rd - (Wednesday) - The David Ginn Lecture - This free lecture takes place at 6:30 PM EDT. - 
Join Zoom Meeting - Meeting ID: 842 8187 4753 

● September 26th - (Saturday) - The Stuart MacDonald Show - The show starts at 7:00 PM EDT - 
Information can be found HERE. Purchase tickets HERE. 

● October 8th - (Thursday) - The Eric Anderson Lecture - This free lecture takes place at 6:30 PM EDT. - 
Join Zoom Meeting - Meeting ID: 860 2740 5028 - Passcode - magic 

  Pricing Your Virtual Magic Show Webinar with Josh 
Babin available anytime. The newest Discourse in Magic 
podcast. Many more here  taking on magic’s hardest issues, 

theories, philosophies, discussion, and more to help you become a better magician with world class mentors like 
Graeme Reed, Dani DaOrtiz, Morgan & West , etc. Podcasts are here  and streaming on all the usual places.The 
best place for updates is on Instagram. 

 
Tuesday September 29 at 4pm (PDT)/ 7pm (EST)  More details and tickets here.  
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Streaming now online . Sign up to be notified of new shows. 

 
Don’t miss the 29th September at 6pm UK Time MINDVENTION NEWS! 
Virtual Convention January 16-18, 2021- Early Bird price ends Oct. 8. 

 
 
Every Sunday night at 5pm PDT you can join the Magic Collectors’ Corner online to hear about 
the great performers and inventors of magic and take tours of incredible collections.  You might solve 
a mystery in "What Is It?,” play magic history-themed games, ask Adele Friel Rhindress some 
questions about life on the road with the Blackstone show, learn some magical trivia, share 
collectibles in your collection and enjoy a few special surprises! 
You can watch on Facebook  or via Zoom which is posted on Facebook. All past gatherings can be 
watched on Facebook.  

 
The annual International Association of 
Black Magical Artists Summit is 
scheduled to take place November 6-7-8 
in Silver Springs, Maryland has been 
postponed until 2021.  
For information and updates check the 
website . 
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The Magic of Lucy Darling- Carisa Hendrix premiered her Interactive Online Show last weekend 
and there are more coming every Friday and Saturday. Limited to 30 households per show.  
Tickets here . “Delivering every bit of Lucy’s delicious wit, wonderful magic and sparkling humour 
directly into your very own home, this show is simply a treat and was the shining highlight of my 
week,” is the start of the Tay Around Town review . And check out her new posters for sale .  
 
Scott Wells’ The Magic Word  podcasts features fascinating and insightful conversations with 
the world’s great magicians . There are 570 podcasts to catch up with and new ones every week. 
Listen here and sign up for notices. 
 
 
The Magic Lab is a Boston magic show where local magicians test out their newest material. Flop or 
flourish, fail or prevail: Anything can happen. Space is limited due to platform restrictions so be sure 
to reserve your ticket for FREE . You will receive a confirmation email with the show date and a link to 
join the audience! Next show is Thursday, Sept, 24, 4:30 PDT. Join mailing list for upcoming dates. 
Every show is different. 

   
Thursday, Sept. 24th at 7:00 PM Eastern/4:00 
PM Pacific   The Tank and The 
SocietyOfAmericanMagicians  present a 
60-minute magic show! With host 
SaraCrasson, @MagicianAtLaw at the helm. 
The show features Michael Likey, Jeramy 
Neugin, ElliotHunter, Rogue, 
CharlesGreeneIII, StevePalmore, Shreeyash 
Palshikar, and Omar Olusion! Tickets are 
$5.00 and go to The Tank, A Home for 
Emerging Artists! Get your tickets before 
they're all gone:  

 
The Rick Lax Show  is one of the most popular magic streams with over 3 million followers, 
magicians and laymen alike. Lax was one of the creators of Wizard Wars, invents effects sold by 
Penguin and talks about how his show went viral on  The Magic Word podcast. His  Making Magic 
series, directed to the magic community is posting short pieces again. 
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Jeff McBride’s Magic & Mystery School offers a range of classes.  More info and to 
register. 
Magic & Meaning 2020 is a virtual conference Friday, October 23-Sunday, October 25. 
Registrants can watch live and On Demand afterwards. Guests of Honor: Jade and Lance 
Burton. 18 presentations and much more. Details and to register. 
And every Monday night there are special guests in conversation at Mystery School Monday . Past 
shows are available to stream any time.  
 
The Bawdy Vaudeville Hour podcast . Recent guests include Todd Robbins, Billy Kidd, 
James Taylor and Danielle Dupont. 

Magical Women with Connie Boyd- Recent guests have included Luna Shimada, Abigail 
McBride, Kayla Drescher, Carisa Hendrix and 145-year-old Amanda Nepo discussing creating 
magic Instagram & TikTok. Watch these and other past interviews here . 
Franz Harary’s Quarantine Talk just did a special program with Magical Women. You never know 
who is next on the show.  
 
  
Grupokaps TALKS  presents  Dani Daortiz and  Juan Tamariz with Master Classes in September 
and October. They will be recorded at Dani and Juan’s house with a real live audience. 
Full information here . 
 
 
Piff the Magic Dragon direct from Las Vegas. Dates and tickets.  
  
Piff the Magic Dragon’s Golden Hour and Piff Pod are both found on his Facebook page and he is 
recording many of them every week. 
 
The Society of American Magicians Lecture Hall  is open with special guests including Max 
Maven, Carisa Hendrix, Bruce Kalver, Jim Steinmeyer and more. Watch here . 
 
Unplugged Live with Luke Dancy  happens every Wednesday at noon PDT  and has recently 
featured Magic Singh, George Iglesias, Julio Montoro, Michale Ammar and  Jay Sankey. There are 
giveaways during the live show but all are recorded for viewing at any time. Go here. 
 
Who Books That?  with  HARRISON GREENBAUM presented by the International Brotherhood of 
Magic. Recent guests include Rob Zabrecky ( joined by John Lovick and  David Kovac), Suzanne, 
Gilbert Gottfried, Steve Valentine, and  Jon Dorenbos. New episodes stream live every Tuesday and 
are always available for later viewing. 
Greenbaum also hosts an alternate Thursdays variety game show, SCAM Online with lots of surprise 
guests. For details on both shows visit his Facebook page. 
  
IBM presents JUST ABOUT MAGIC - Weekly Tuesday lectures at 8pm (Central). Recent guests 
include Jason Michaels, Bill Cook and Bizarro. 
IBM Members can watch  past lectures featuring Shawn Farquhar, Freddie Fusion, David Hirata, etc. 
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The Magic Castle 
presents Dine & 
Delight, Every 
Saturday at 7pm  
Check for each week’s 
different line-up. 
 
 If you live in Los Angeles 
you can pick up food to 
accompany your virtual 
show. Tickets  
 
 
Watch the August 23 
Academy of Magical Arts 
Awards show  here 
anytime and read the 
program book.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Vanishing Inc. presents  MasterClass.  A three-week course with three one-hour lectures and three 
30-minute moderated Q&A sessions on three Sundays at 4pm PDT. September is Blake Vogt; October 
is David Williamson; David Regal and Guy Hollingsworth are coming. All sessions are record and can 
be purchased. 
 
Vanishing Inc. Insider Podcasts with recent guests Teller, Tina Lenert, Ricky Smith, Piff, and Ben 
Harris.  
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Mix, pour and enjoy your favorite adult beverage during this week's Magic and Martinis Thursday 
virtual happy hour along with your host, Scott Wells, as he welcomes his guests: Bruce Gold, 
Dave Cox and Steve Friedberg. Join the fun and the conversation with your comments, questions 
and jokes this Thursday night. This will be LIVE streamed on YouTube  and Facebook . 
 
Engage! with  Bruce Gold offers Pro-Tips for Performers & Presenters. These sessions are pure 
Gold.   
He also hosts THE BRUCE GOLD SHOW, a late-night style talk show with magicians.  
 
Sleightly Magic presents “The Best Magicians You’ve Never Heard Of.” 
 
 
Poe’s Theatre  in Baltimore offers shows with David Parr, Paul Prater, Christian Cagigal, Vince 
Wilson, Seances, and more--all in the comfort of your home. Check in on Faceboook for October’s 
frightening events. 
 
 
The  Magic Parlour Happy Hour  from Chicago is every Friday and Saturday at 8pm (CDT) on their 
Facebook page. It includes both performances and lessons. Full schedule through November and 
tickets. 
  
The Chicago Magic Lounge (virtual) Cocktail Hour is a fully-produced, live magic show explicitly 
designed for home viewing through Zoom. Performances are filmed at the Chicago Magic Lounge and 
feature four stellar close-up magicians, lots of audience participation, and a cocktail demonstration by 
one of our craft bartenders.. Every Friday at 4:30pm PDTl6:30pm (CST). Details and tickets. 
Check their Facebook for news. 
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Penn’s Sunday School  is on hiatus but there are plenty of past shows to enjoy. They are not 
always about magic but the podcasts are fun and irreverent. Catch up here. 
 
David Blaine continues to do magic for celebrities here. 
 
Jay Sankey posts effects and interviews regularly. They can be streamed later too on his YouTube 
channel. 
 
Shezam! has been on for two years with informative and revelatory interviews and discussions about 
many things but with a focus on women in magic. Kayla Drescher will continue to host while Carisa 
Hendrix departs for new projects---but no doubt she will visit. Current and past podcasts are here . 
Season 3 starts Monday, October 5. 
 
And Kayla Drescher is offering online magic Workshops for Couples, Magic Camp for kids and 
One-on-One Lessons. 

Derren Brown Memory and Magic Videos here . Improve Your Memory Episode . 

121 Days of Magic  from Shin Lim- Amazing magic shot over the past four months compiled into one 
3 ½ minute video.!  Watch here  along with other short pieces. 

                                  

For many more magic, mentalism, variety shows and magic classes check Eventbrite 
and Goldstar,   Remember---if there is an admission price it is for your household. 
Some performers even allow you to invite another household. Always read the details. 
 
To keep up on things visit various Facebook pages such as SF BAY AREA MAGIC SHOWS , 
MAGIC GARAGE MAGICIANS,  S.A.M. SILICON VALLEY ASSEMBLY #94 ,  I.B.M Ring 216 , 
MEMES FOR MAGICIANS  (more humor than postings) PCAM ,  FULL CIRCLE MAGIC , 
MAGICIANS WORLDWIDE , ALL THINGS MAGIC ,  MAGICIANS AROUND THE GLOBE ,  BEST 
MAGICIANS WORLDWIDE  features a lot of street magic, MAGICIANS AND ILLUSIONS ,  COIN 
AND CLOSE UP MAGIC ,  JOAO MIRANDA  and  ALL MAGICIANS AND JUGGLERS  have 
many magicians posting their routines. It is always fun to see what others around the world are 
working on. 
 

                         NORTHERN CALIFORNIA MAGIC DEALERS 

 
 
BYRON WALKER BOOKS - OMC member and long-tine book dealer has about 4000 books in stock 
covering magic, mentalism, gambling and bunco, juggling, and ventriloquism. He always stocks the 
newest titles and has the rarest of volumes. This is a mail-order business based in San Leandro. 
Byron will bring books to the OMC meetings upon request (when they are back in person) but for now 
is doing mail order, has good prices and a deep inventory of both old and the newest books. He 
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accepts PayPal. Call him at (510) 276-1854 or email byron.walker@comcast.net . 
 
MISDIRECTIONS MAGIC SHOP  - 1236-9th Avenue (near Golden Gate Park), San Francisco. (415) 
566-2180 Locally owned and operated by Joe Pon with a terrific supply of your magic needs, lectures, 
private lessons and a place for magicians to gather. Ask about The Magic Club and get discounts off 
purchases and lectures plus regular notices about new effects and upcoming events. The physical 
store is open 12-3 Tuesday-Friday and 12-5 on Saturdays and Sundays--- with social distancing. 
They do mail order.  Tell Joe that OMC sent you. 
 
Watch “Is this the last real magic shop?”  
 
HOUDINI’S MAGIC SHOP  - Beach Street & The Embarcadero, Pier 39, San Francisco The local 
branch of a national chain located in resort hotels and amusement parks oriented to tourists but 
always worth a visit if in the area.  
 
BOARDWALK MAGIC  -400 Beach Street, Santa Cruz. Joshua Logan’s labor of love has an excellent 
selection and demonstrators who are serious about their craft. Surprisingly good selection for a tourist 
location and they will happily special order.  
 
ZUCCHINI’S TRICK ‘N THINGS - Monterey Canning Company, 711 Cannery Row # H, Monterey. 
Oriented to tourists with mass market magic, jokes and games but the demonstrators are having fun 
and love a visit from other magicians. Worth a visit if you are at the Monterey Aquarium.  
 
GRAND ILLUSIONS - 7704 Fair Oaks Blvd, Carmichael This family run business started by Steve 
Johnson and his parents in 1988 carries magic, costumes, puppets, makeup, special effects, juggling 
gear, novelties and more. They are having a “going out of business sale with plenty of bargains. 
Steve is also offering Teach-Ins so get on his mailing list. 
 
EVANGELINE’S COSTUME MANSION  - 113 K Street, Sacramento A fun shop of over 4800 square 
feet of basic magic tricks and a huge selection of novelty items, jokes, wigs and just plain fun. 
Upstairs are two floors filled with accessories and every imaginable costume.  
 
---------------------------------------------------------  
The greater Sacramento area has become a home for magic companies but you can’t buy retail from 
Murphy’s Magic. Look at their offerings online and ask your favorite dealer to order for you. Penguin 
Magic and L&L Publishing are also based there and Ellusionist is based in Petaluma, but they do not 
have storefronts and are mail order warehouses only. They all offer informative newsletters and 
occasional free stuff. 
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