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MARCH MEETING-Tuesday, March 3
6:00pm- Doors Open- meet and share magic and chat; enjoy cookies and coffee or tea
7:00pm- Business Meeting
7:45- Magic Teach-Ins with Doug Eakin, Gregg Fox and Mark Tarses
9:30 Open Stage- Show us what you are working on
After-meeting gathering at Rudy’s Can’t Fail Cafe in Emeryville if interested.
LEARNING METHODS AND TRICKS
Taking inspiration from a concept at last year’s Magic Live! where several magicians taught effects at various
tables in a large room, we are going to try our own version with three 20-25 minute teach-in sessions at the
March meeting. The members stay at one location and the teachers will rotate between tables as each mini
class is repeated three times.
.
Each instructor will concentrate on a single effect or technique so you
can learn it, try it and ask questions.
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Members will each be given a brand new deck of cards (while supply lasts). Please bring your close-up mats
as card work is more easily performed that way. Members were given a mat last winter.
We look forward to your feedback about doing this again or just having a single teach-in before the business
meeting and main program. A work in progress to make OMC a club for you.
Doug Eakin will cover how to hold a deck of cards, how to use the overhand shuffle as a control, and
then how to apply it in a routine. Doug has been a part of a study group going through Card College 1 & 2
and his effect is inspired by it.
Gregg Keeling will teach “The
Endless Chain” He will demonstrate
and then teach a routine. He will lend
participants chains so they can master
the basic move, along with other ways
to “throw the chain,” discussing what
some of the “greats” like Johnny
Thompson and Ricky Jay did with it, if
time allows. There will be hand-outs
with internet URLs to videos and a
short bibliography list for participants
to take home.
To see Ricky Jay perform scroll down
to Shakespeare's Con Game here.
Watch Johnny Thompson’s version.
Mark Tarses went to dealer’s school in Las Vegas and actually was a casino dealer for a short time. He will
teach the casino shuffle, also known as the table riffle shuffle.
Shuffling is one of those things that people often learn at a young age, when they first start playing card
games. Usually, though, whenever your parents taught you how to shuffle cards, they didn’t teach you the way
that the casinos use. And that’s a bad thing—most players shuffle cards in a way that threatens game integrity,
by exposing cards while they shuffle or not adequately randomizing the cards.

2020 INSTALLATION BANQUET AND STAGE SHOW

The Installation Banquet and Stage Show was a smash success. After people met old friends and made new
ones over dinner the stage was filled with four fantastic performers, all Winners of the OMC’s Northern
California Stage Competition.

Emcee Glen Micheletti started by explaining, “I am not that guy” but through the evening the similarities to a
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famous holiday figure made us wonder as Glen mixed magic, comedy and generous introductions while giving
us a sneak preview at the hour-long show he premiered at Fog City Magic later in the week.

He “vanished a bottle, played with cards and offered the perfect emotional conclusion based on a personal
story about a rare occurrence.
Heather Rogers started with a little faux and funny history of the club and Bjornson Hall explaining all the
forms of magic represented in the club plus activities the Sons of Norway might
offer. A smart way to open an act with patter customized to the event and locale.
Her card manipulation to blues harmonica elicited plenty of “oohs and ahhs” as she
moved into classic effects
with her own brand of fast
and funny patter. Heather
then moved into her Cyber
Hacker mode and a series
of eye-boggling
rope-through-body-parts
illusions, a lightning-fast
clothes change and other
surprises ending with the
promise for a futurist but
tasty torn and restored
concept.

Phil Ackerly continued the mood offering more laughs
and astonishment starting with a loooong piece of
magic paper, money really did disappear, thoughts
were transmitted from an audience member and then
a nostalgic edible provides quite a surprise.
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Phil suggested how magic can make this a better world and then hypnotized a handkerchief to encourage
some most mysterious activity.

Tamaka the Choctaw Conjurer literally danced
as he produced colorful silk handkerchiefs,
multiple bottles, and got the audience joining him
for some exercise while he made magical things
happen to a very long rope. The indigenous
illusionist explained that he does not do card
tricks so he had an audience member do one
instead. He ended the evening with a
spectacular floating table.
Thank you to all these stellar performers.
You can see videos of their magic on the OMC
website by scrolling down that page.
Many guests won raffle prizes and the OMC
thanks the donors. Please patronize these
businesses and let them know how much you
appreciate their support. Gift certificates from the
Grand Lake Kitchen Dimond, Alameda Cinema
Grill and Rudy’s Can’t Fail Café; movie passes
for the Grand Lake, New Parkway,
Elmwood/Cerrito and Alameda Theaters;
Chocolate pizza from Mark Tarses and various
other items from members.
We also want to thank volunteers who worked to put on a great evening.
Box Office: Robert Herrick, Marc McGuire and Nancy Balassi
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Stage Managers: Pre Show- Gary Meyer and Performance-Marc McGuire
Lights: Frank Biafore
Sound: David Fry
Video: Donovan Rittenbach
Raffle Sales: Phyllis Greene and Karina Zaliants
Raffle Wrangler: Gary Meyer
Chocolate cookies: Mark Tarses
Publicity: Gary Meyer
Set up and cleanup- You know who you are and Thank You very much.
Meal Coordinator: Robert Herrick

Catering: Chef Steve Piane and his daughter Sarah Piane
OMC MAGIC AUCTION AND FLEA MARKET
Mark your calendar for Tuesday, April 7 when Northern California’s
biggest magic sale will fill Bjornson Hall with magic. There will be
sellers with bargains and buyers looking for wonders. From 6-8pm the
flea market tables will be open and the auction starts at 8. The Flea
Market will reopen after the auction.
Attendees are welcome to buy, sell or both. Seller’s tables: $15; $10 for
O.M.C. members. Sellers to provide their own table covers and change
adequate for the conduct of sales.
We all buy magic and then realize it doesn’t really fit our style or act. Start looking at what you are ready to
part with so you have room to buy that effect or prop you always wanted.
Flyers will be at the March meeting and sent via email next week with full details.
Gavel image courtesy of Ron Allesi Auctions.

FIVE QUESTIONS FOR PHIL ACKERLY
Each month we ask a local magician to answer five questions. The first two entries were with 2019 OMC
close-up winner, Adam Cheyer and OMC Stage winner Heather Rogers. Now we turn to one of the Northern
California Stage winners, Phil Ackerly.
42 years ago Phil Ackerly performed his first professional
show for the American Legion Post’s Christmas Party in
Palo Alto at their Christmas party. He explained in his
Newsletter, “I was just a shy 22-yr old kid. I did not have an
act, but I loved magic, had the desire to learn and the guts
to say ‘yes” when they called. My stomach dropped when
they asked me how much I would charge. I took a deep
breath and said, "ten dollars?" They said, “We can pay you
more.”
I spent over $100 on magic visiting the House of Magic in
San Francisco, and The Magic Touch in San Jose. I built
my own tables and a few props. My mom made me a red
table cover with white tassel fringe. I rented a suit from the
formal shop, added some music and viola, and my act was born. I asked my friend, Mary from my work to be
my assistant.
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The show was a success. I performed the needle thru balloon that Doug Henning made popular for magicians
having just done it on his recent television show. I pulled out the three rope routine that I learned while working
at the House of Humor. I did a colorful trick with silk scarves and 45 RPM records. The family show concluded
with a popular routine in a magician's bags of
tricks, "Hippity Hop Rabbits".
Born and raised in Palo Alto Phil followed a
technology path into the work world. After
graduating with a degree in Electronics, he worked
in various manufacturing and engineering positions
in the ”high-tech” industry, but really was drawn to
the world of magic and entertainment. So during
his non-working hours, Phil performed magic at
birthday parties and company events and was
hired as the weekend magician and demonstrator
at the House of Humor in Los Altos. Over time,
Phil’s creativity and showmanship landed him first
place awards from leading magic organizations
including the OMC’s Northern California Stage
Magic Competition in 2019.
“I developed a Japanese magic act and a money act that was unique at the time”, recalls Phil. But his biggest
thrill at the time was performing at the Magic Castle. “Performing at the Castle was a real honor and an
experience I will always remember,” says Phil humbly.
After a round of layoffs at a company where he had worked for eight years in product marketing, he found the
perfect opportunity to turn his passion into a second career — magician and entertainer. “I went from a job in
sales and marketing to a career in magic — it was a lateral move, ” Phil says with a grin.
Today, Phil’s busy schedule has him performing over 300 shows every year — from corporate events to
private parties. He has appeared at Comdex, Networld+Interop and many other trade shows. He has also
performed in Las Vegas, Atlantic City, on radio and television.
1. Please tell us the first magic trick(s) you were proud to perform and about how old were you?
It may have been when I was about 9 years old, my parents took a trip to NYC, visited Tannen's and brought
back some of my first tricks; a Svengali Deck, Money Maker and Vanishing Coin (on a wooden board). I still
have them. The force card in the Svengali deck was the 8C so almost any card trick where I get asked to
name a card, it is the 8C.
I would put on shows for parents' friends when they came over for dinner. I would do What’s Next, Crystal
Tube and Nickels to Dimes.
2. And the first important magic book(s) and why?
Magic as a Hobby (aka Classic Secrets of Magic) by Bruce Elliott was a gift from my parents.
131 Magic Tricks for Amateurs by Will Dexter. A gift from my Aunt and Uncle
(Free download)
Why? Cause this was my only portal into the world of magic. This was the beginning and what I read, the
images I saw influenced my thinking of what magic was and could be.
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3. If you were going to a desert island for six months to do a deep dive into your magic what three effects
would you take with you to perfect? And what three books would you bring along?
Does the island have internet access? Probably not…
Linking Rings, Ropes and Cups and Balls. I stopped doing them years ago and want to work them into my
shows again.
Three books….
Book of Wonder 1 and vol. 2 by Tommy Wonder – Watch Tommy Wonder at FISM 1988.
Not specific but Biographies on people I admire. And marketing/sales
books.
4. You are planning a dinner party followed by your magic show.
Among the guests can be any five people from history (living or dead,
magician or not). Who would you invite?
A few of my mentors and heroes that have passed away. Daryl for
sure. I would love to sit down with him and work on coin magic and hear
him say, “And it instantly resets too!”
Also, Paul Burleson - a past OMC member and illusion builder from San
Leandro. We spent hours hanging out at his shop talking magic and
learning new tricks. He was very inspirational and encouraging as I
pursued my career. I’d love to share magic and woodworker ideas with
him again.
Glenn Haywood. I sure wish I had a chance to get to know him and
spend time with him. He left us too soon. He was the emcee for many
OMC shows and boy, did he inspire me. I have an audio tape of his
lecture at PCAM 1985 and listen to it every year.
I would also add Scott Alcalay to the party. He was always a man of
kind words. We always enjoyed a laugh on the phone. He always started the conversation with, “How ya
doing.”
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Bob Fitch - glad he’s still with us. (I better mention this as he is the only one of the 5 still alive!) Bob is a
national treasure and a real nice guy that is inspiring and a real lover of magic and the theater. I have learned
so much from Bob. And I am "all ears" when he lectures. Just watching him perform is an inspiration.
5. What are words of wisdom or advice you can offer for aspiring prestidigitators?
There’s no substitute for getting out there and working. Practice it until you can do it in your sleep. Build your
confidence up so you can do the effect and not think about the mechanics - but focus on the audience and
your delivery.
Write a script, or at least an outline and learn it. Don’t memorize it, but learn it. LISTEN TO EVERY WORD
YOU SAY. Really listen. Audio record yourself; not video, but audio and listen to each and every word. Cut
out the unnecessary words that only distract from the effect.
Starting out: don’t worry about your character or who you are. Just perform. Learn as much magic as you can.
You’ll discover your style and character as you continue to perform.
Find someone that you trust for feedback. Don’t allow everyone to tell you what you should do. Listen to ones
that understand you and have your best interest in mind. Hire a coach, a director, a magic pro that you trust,
and let them coach you. Don’t speak when they are giving you directions. Don’t apologize or explain why you
are doing what you are doing - shut up and listen.
Visit Phil’s Website
www.MakePhilAppear.com and FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/ackerly.entertainment
www.facebook.com/phil.ackerly

THE OMC LIBRARY REPORT

Things in the library you can see without your reading glasses.
Books, periodicals, manuscripts, yes. We’ve plenty of those. But also a not
insignificant collection of real, honest-to-goodness, made by real filmmakers,
feature films. Some relatively new, some classics, some that you may never
have heard of, some assemblages of the rare and historically significant.
A mere sampling of the many available to you are offered here for your
consideration with the theme of magic and early cinema.

 he Grim Game
T
Jailed unjustly for a murder he did not commit, a young man (Harry Houdini) uses his amazing powers to
free himself in a series of remarkable escapes from handcuffs, chains and a straightjacket, culminating in a
climactic mid-air aircraft collision.(1919) Excerpts
Robert Houdin - A Magician's Life
He was a clockmaker, a creator of automata, the conjuror who founded the famous SOIREES
FANTASTIQUES in Paris - the magic show that revolutionized magic! This unique artist also displayed his
talents abroad and made groundbreaking scientific discoveries in Optics and electricity! The documentary
allows us to see his most celebrated stage illusions and inventions in 19th century setting. Plus an hour of
bonus material. (1995) Trailer
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The Illusionist
An American romantic mystery film written and directed by Neil Burger and starring Edward Norton,
Paul Giamatti, and Jessica Biel. It is based loosely on Steven Millhauser's short story "Eisenheim the
Illusionist". The film tells the story of Eisenheim, a magician in turn-of-the-century Vienna, who reunites with
his childhood love, a woman far above his social standing. The Orange Tree trick depicted in the film was
made famous by Robert-Houdin whose life clearly was an influence on this story.
 So that the crew would not have to use CGI to "fake" the magical illusions seen, Norton received intensive
training in sleight of hand and other stage magic techniques from British magician James Freedman and
American magician Ricky Jay. (2006) Trailer
The Magic of Méliès
Fifteen Fantastic Works by the Cinema’s First Special Effects Wizard
including the documentary Georges Méliès: Cinema Magician. S
 ome likely
filmed and exhibited at the Theatre Robert Houdin when it was under
Méliès’ ownership. Excerpt. Full content description.
Hugo
Martin Scorsese drama about George Méliès based on Brian Selznick Book;
Hugo is an orphan living in the walls of a train station in 1930s Paris. He
learned to fix clocks and other gadgets from his father and uncle which he
puts to use keeping the train station clocks running. The only thing that he
has left that connects him to his dead father is an automaton (mechanical
man) that doesn't work without a special key. Hugo needs to find the key to
unlock the secret he believes it contains. On his adventures, he meets
George Méliès, a shopkeeper, who works in the train station, and his
adventure-seeking god-daughter. Hugo finds that they have a surprising connection to his father and the
automaton, and he discovers it unlocks some memories the old man has buried inside regarding his past as a
filmmaker and magician. (2011) Trailer
Chandu the Magician
1932; In this dazzling tale of horror and suspense, Edmund Lowe portrays the radio show mystic. When his
brother-in-law (Henry B. Walthall), the inventor of a powerful death ray, is abducted by the sinister Roxor (Bela
Lugosi, who would go on to play Chandu two years later), our hero must use his wits--and his mesmerizing
stare--to save the day.
The above, and all the rest for that matter, can be borrowed from the OMC library by members in good
standing. You’d have to pay to get some of them elsewhere. Others you’d have a difficult time even
finding anywhere. Take one home, add popcorn or call out for pizza, sit back and let the evening pass
by.
We are writing notes for all the films in the collection and members will get them emailed soon.
John Owens, Librarian and Gary Meyer, Film Curator
FROM THE ARCHIVES QUIZ FOR MARCH
February’s Magical Challenge was a stumper and there is a long fascinating answer that will be sent to
all subscribers very soon. Watch for it. And now for March’s brain teaser.

Eight Questions in Search of Answers
1. What magician baffled Houdini using little more than a double backed card, a double turnover and a card
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bearing Houdini’s signature?
2. Who invented the thumb tip? And where does the only known remaining example of his (or her) originals
now reside?
3. Who created the effect “Card Warp” and whose mechanical principle (duly acknowledged and used with
permission) is utilized in bringing the effect about?
4. Who invented the Multiplying Rabbits?
5. What did noted performers Channing Pollock, Norm Nielsen, Fred Casto and Tom Mullica all do to
enhance their magical skills?
6. What is the true identity of the author of The Expert at the Card Table?
7. Who invented the Chop Cup and why is it called that?
8. What female performer was said by many to be a better coin manipulator than her contemporary T.
Nelson Downs?

Send your answers to John Owens conjuriana@gmail.com

THERE WAS A TIME….

When ghosts came to life on the stage.

Spirit photograph of the Dutch magician E.
Chambly, ca. 1890. Courtesy of the Chrisitan
Fechner Collection. Found in great Magic:
1400s-1950s (Taschen)
NEWS YOU CAN USE
WHITE ELEPHANT SALE
If you go to this huge Oakland sale with an
open and creative mind you might come
away with some items that can be converted
into effects or used as props. I got a
lightweight folding music stand for $7.50 and
they have more of them.
In photo and luggage there are cases that
would be perfect for carrying certain
props-possibly your whole act. I saw a very
nice looking case with dividers that would be
great to carry a close-up act. Look around in
bric-a-brac. Some nicely decorated boxes
that can be used for making an effect or to
hold props on your table. And in furniture you
might find some nice side tables---not

The Oakland Magic Circle March 2020 Newsletter

10

portable but look fancy. Need frames—they have them. Some folk art pieces might be just the unusual piece
you have needed for atmosphere. And there are all kinds of crazy hats.
I got some wonderful old sheet music for 50cents each. On the preview day I visited the only magic book was
Einhorn's Encyclopedia which is very good for beginners and a bargain at $5.They keep adding things so who
knows what you will find?.
If you don't see what you want, ask. You never know as they keep bringing things out.
The Big Sale is Saturday March 7 and Sunday March 8. It will be mobbed but lots of fun. Prices drop
drastically Sunday afternoon. Free admission but parking will be a challenge. You might want to park a mile
away and walk or take a car getting back with your treasures.This sale benefits the Oakland Museum of
California. Full information here.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------*As executive director of Magicana (see Resources below) Julie Eng is a knowledgeable, enthusiastic guide
through the history of women in the profession. Read about her work in The Star.
*Magicians are the original purveyors of ‘fake news.’ They can’t help it.
Before the internet gave everyone the tools to deceive, magicians were masters of mystery and misinformation
– and at least the audience was in on the act. Read David Ben’s excellent article filled with beautiful magic
posters in the Toronto Globe and Mail. Mr. Ben is the artistic director of Magicana and a guest curator of
Illusions: The Art of Magic, which just opened at the Art Gallery of Ontario. The exhibit is drawn from the Allan
Slaight Collection which inspired the book Illusions: The Art of Magic.
*Some magicians shy away from showing their tricks on social media. Anna DeGuzman, however, embraces it.
Read about this young wizard who is making the news. And if you happen to be in Pittsburgh, PA in March, do
go see her act, “The Queen of Cardistry.”
Thanks to Mel Kientz for his daily news feeds where
we found the above three stories. You can sign up
for them at m.kientz@bnproducts.com. And send him
articles that you come upon---maybe about you.

------------------------------------------------------------------

Cartoon courtesy of New Yorker Magazine

.
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 MAGICAL RESOURCE OF THE MONTH- MAGICANA
What a wonderful resource Magicana is
for lovers of magic. They report current
news, post a never-ending stream of
photos and posters for both classic and
contemporary prestidigitators, provide
The Allan Slaight Awards recognizing
outstanding work in pursuit of the
impossible and, in Toronto, offer
interactive performing programs for
at-risk children as well seniors.
Magicana has been working on The
Screening Room and have put up
various “exhibitions” (they are like
playlists or collections of various clips)
thanks to generous contributors. The
exhibitions are always free to Magicana
visitors.
Here are a few video exhibitions sent by Executive Director Julie Eng:
(Click on the titles to visit videos)
CHAN-TATACHÁN - In the world of magic, there are few performers more instantly recognizable than the
“Maestro” Juan Tamariz. With a top hat that is never quite able to contain wild unkempt hair, a crazy manic
disposition, and an enchanted violin that plays at the successful completion of every trick, he is one of our era's
most revered creators, performers and thinkers. Juan starred in a television series, Chan-tatachán, which ran
in Spain from 1992 to 1993 and we have over eighteen hours of performances now in The Screening Room.
Come in and explore the wild world of Chan-tatachán!
MOVIE MAGIC - An extraordinary collection of home movies from 1976 to 1981, meticulously preserved
and catalogue featuring many well-known performers including Daryl, Paul Harris, Paul Gertner, Johnny Ace
Palmer, Albert Goshman and Mike Skinner... to name but a few. Thanks to Canadian collector, Larry Thornton,
this never-before-released material is now available for all to enjoy in the spirit of sharing wonder.
THE MAGIC PALACE - In an age before YouTube and the Internet, The Magic Palace gave viewers a broad
sampling of magic acts from North America and Europe from the 1970s and 1980s on an unprecedented scale.
Almost lost to history, it is now one of the most important collections of magic performances. Magicana is
delighted to share this material and, perhaps, inspire another generation of magicians all over again.
In January of this year, Magicana finished the last subscription for Magicol and are moving to a new-release
model versus a subscription. The only copies left are No. 194 and No.195 —these are the latest issues and
they are in limited supply. For info on buying them.
You can sign up for news at  www.magicana.com/elist

EAT LOCAL - CAFE UMAMI
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Cafe Umami is a great place to grab dinner on the way to the Oakland Magic Circle...or any other time you are
visiting the area. They close early so get there before 5pm.
“Expect savory breakfast items, Asian-influenced grain bowls (including vegetarian, gluten-free and
dairy-free options) and fancy toasts for lunch and dinner,coffee and tea at this all-day cafe in Oakland’s
Dimond district, welcoming patrons in a cozy, modern space with a wall of front windows and a homey
vibe.” Zagat
Umami, or savory taste, is one of the five basic tastes (together with sweetness, sourness, bitterness, and
saltiness). It has been described as brothy or meaty.
Check out their menu here.
Cafe Umami is a block from Bjornson Hall at 2224 MacArthur Blvd in Oakland.
Tel. 510-646-2394

MAGIC IN THE BAY AREA
Have an upcoming show or know of one in the Bay Area? Email us the information to be listed. Include title
and performer, date, time, location, a short blurb, website link, & a publicity photo or graphic. All submissions
must be sent in by the third Tuesday of the month. Email Gary Meyer, Newsletter Editor , at
garymeyeredf@gmail.com

Exploring Reality with Conjuror Jeffrey Korst
Saturday, February 29, 7:30-9:30pm
Jeffrey Korst’s Exploring Reality reveals a secret
about magic that even most magicians don't know:
Magic is about something. There is a deep meaning to
magic — even if the magician doesn't realize it.
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Becoming a magician changed my life. The show explores the enormous impact magic has had on my life; and
most importantly, seeing the magic in the world around us.
Exploring Reality is a unique evening of entertainment that recreates the intimacy of popular 19th century
parlor performances. Limited seating allows everyone to see the magic up close.
FIRESIDE ROOM
911 Dowling Blvd., San Leandro
Tickets and info
-----------------------------------------------------------

The Illusionists
-March 24-25-San Jose Center for
the Performing Arts,
255 S Almaden Blvd., San Jose
Discount tickets

NICK LEWIN lectures on March 11 in San Jose for IBM Ring 216.
Nick’s website has some great articles like the
current one on performing ethics plus the many
unique effects he has created and sells (many no
doubt will be available at the lecture, possibly at
some bargain prices.
---------------------------------------------------------Jay Alexander at the Sebastiani Theatre

Friday, March 13
476 1st Street East, Sonoma
Tickets and more info
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Featured Dealers
Paul Richards Magic (Paul
Richards)
MagicSmith (Chris Smith)
JB Magic (Mark Mason)
Losander (Dirk Losander)
Card-Shark (Christian
Schenk)
Guest Dealer
SEO Magic (Daisuke Seo)
Advance registration
only--$10 + $2 handling fee-Info and video
-----------------------------------------

The ExperiMENTALISTS present a fun and entertaining night of exploration into the unexplained mysteries of
the mind. Using their highly developed mental and intuitive abilities, three mentalists will demonstrate
incredible feats of extra sensory perception (ESP), mind reading, and impossible predictions. They will have
you asking the question, is this real?
Saturday, March 7. Doors open at 7:00pm. Show starts at 7:30.
Tickets and more info.
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The Prescott Circus Theatre, with the Oakland Spirit
Orchestra, presents the annual Student Showcase on
Saturday, March 21, 2020 at Oakland Technical High
School.
Featuring Oakland youth ages 8 - 16 from the Prescott
Circus Performance Company from Prescott Elementary
School in West Oakland and students from PCT’s after
school programs at five additional public school sites: East
Oakland Pride, Martin Luther King Jr., Parker, Piedmont
Avenue Elementary, and Sankofa Academy.
With the Oakland Spirit Orchestra (OSO)! OSO is a youth
orchestra composed of elementary, middle, and high school
students from over 5 West Oakland public schools.
Shows are free to the public and all ages are welcome to
attend.
Wheelchair accessible.
For More Information about the Prescott Theatre Circus and
how you can support this program, please visit the website.

At every double-show Wednesday, March 4
through April 1, ticket holders are invited to
celebrate their favorite mischievous moments
from the Harry Potter stories with interactive
experiences at the Curran Theater, including
talkbacks between shows with Harry Potter and
the Cursed Child cast members, and unique
photo opportunities at the Curran Theater before
each part. All audience members will also receive
an exclusive themed button and have the chance
to win magical treats. Tickets for the Magical
Mischief performances start at $59 and can be
purchased
at
www.HarryPotterOnStage.com/MagicalMischief.
Tickets for all San Francisco performances of
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child are on sale
through August 2, 2020.
At San Francisco’s Curran Theater. There is a lot
of theatrical magic used in this two part show.
Read Gary Meyer’s review.
Tickets are available here.Watch the short trailer.
==============================
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MARRAKECH MAGIC THEATRE
419 O’Farrell St, San Francisco
The Marrakech Magic Theater Presents Jay
Alexander’s Mind Tricks Live Show
Shows Thursdays - Sundays
“Jay Alexander’s mien throughout his card tricks, mind reading,
number games and feats of extraordinary coincidence is that of a
nerd with overweening enthusiasm — enthusiasm you can’t help
but share. And descending the venue’s mysterious steps into an
all-arabesque lounge (with drinks and appetizers available for
purchase)for preshow close-up magic and then entering a tiny
jewel box theater for the actual show are experiences in and of
themselves.—Lily Janiak, SF Chronicle
For tickets and more information.

THE MAGIC PATIO.
3264 Mission Street, SF

ANDREW EVANS’ Illusions of Grandeur is at
Some shows are sold out. You can sign up to be notified
of the upcoming new shows at the Magic Patio.

---------------------------------------------

SF MAGIC HOUR
Now at the Magic Patio the last Monday of every month. 75 minutes of mind blowing magic with a different set
of performers.
March 30, 2020
Ryan Kane
Bradmagic
Christian Cagigal
-------------------------------------------------------------------RYAN KANE Exit Theater
156 Eddy Street, San Francisco
a
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paintball gun is fired at the man responsible for it all.
This is the magic of Ryan Kane. Please Enjoy
Responsibly.
Friday, March 6 - Tickets and info
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------------------------------------------------------------------

Get expert instruction on magic tricks you can do in casual situations like parties and the workplace from one
of the Bay Area’s top performers, David Martinez. Then enjoy a close-up show where the miracles happen right
before your eyes. Limited to 15 participants; perfect for adults and kids over 9 years old. Sunday afternoons,,
March 8 & 22 at Studio by Terra Amico in San Jose. 2-4pm. For more information and to buy tickets.

BAY AREA MAGIC DINNER SHOW
2140 Clement St, San Francisco
JAMES CHAN Prodigy Magician and Juggler
11-year-old James Chan’s performances always include an ensemble of astonishing trick routines and juggling feats that
will amaze and delight audiences of all ages. Using pure sleight of hand, he performs a 3 shell game, the 3 card monte,
spectacular rubber band tricks, and his signature routine: "The intersection of Math, Memory, and Magic.

DAN CHAN- Breaking the Magician’s Code
An evening of world-class magic in an intimate setting. The intersection of autobiographical storytelling, improvisational
comedy, and magic are used to create a unique and unforgettable experience.
Dan Chan Master Magician's newest show redefines magic in a playful, evocative manner!
Tickets for all Dan and James Chan shows.
----------------------------------------------------------------GHOST HUNT WALKING TOUR
starring Magician CHRISTIAN CAGIGAL
in San Francisco
Every Wednesday thru Sunday
Complete info and tickets
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CALIFORNIA MAGIC DINNER THEATRE
514 Main Street, Martinez
The magical evening begins promptly when you arrive and the fun starts right as you take your seat. Enjoy our
three course dinner and signature drinks with close-up magic performed right at your table in between
courses. Then, an hour-long stage show hosted by Gerry Griffin.
California Magic shows every Friday and Saturday:
March 6-7: Ron Saylor
March 13-14-:Harry Maurer
March 20-21:Hank Morfin
March 27-28: Al Skinner
Weekly Host and Emcee- Gerry Griffin
See CalMagic for tickets. Shows sell out early.

-------------------------------------------------------------Mystique Dining is located at 611 Sutter Street
in Historic Folsom.
Serving fine dinners with professional magic
shows six nights a week.
Mystique Dining is located at 611 Sutter Street in
Historic Folsom.
February 28-March 1: Larry Wilson
March 3-8: Andy Amyx
March 10-15: Michael Kaminskas
March 17-22: Carisa Hendrix
March 24-31: Bob Sheets
Full schedule and more info.
THE SAN FRANCISCO MAGIC AND
VARIETY SHOW- Street Magic Live
Exit Theatre
156 Eddy Street, San Francisco
Saturday, March 7-First Saturday of each
month. Frisco Fred, Jonathan Strange, Eric
the Great & Chase the Entertainer. Tickets,
Info and video
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-----------------------------------------------------------

BRAD BARTON, REALITY THIEF
First Wednesdays, March 4, April 1
Doors open at 7:30pm; Show
8:15-10:30pm with one intermission
The Lost Church
65 Capp Street, San Francisco
“The expected was shattered on the floor, leaving eloquent shards of
the unexpected. I laughed, I gasped and then I told friends.” Mike
Gordon
Tickets and info.
Facebook
----------------------------------------------------DNA's Comedy Lab
155 S. River Street
Santa Cruz
Magicology
Last Sunday of each month- March 29
Blind Tiger Open Mic Comedy and Magic every Wednesday.
Tickets.
--------------------------------------------------------- evin Blake can read your pulse and tell if
K
you’re lying, see into your imagination, and
maybe even predict the future… Or maybe he
can’t, and it’s all an illusion. For more information
and tickets at The Palace Theatre in San
Francisco’s North Beach.
Thursdays, March 5 and 19.
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PIER 29, SAN FRANCISCO
Free
Every Day (subject to weather)
Rotating gallery of magicians including Glen Micheletti, Ryan Kane, Chase Martin, Fred Anderson,
Magical Nathaniel, Lynx, Reed Kirk Rahlmann, Frank Olivier, Patrick Livingstone, The Seashore Variety
Hour 
See Schedule
_________________________________________

-------------------------------MAGICAL NATHANIEL
Check Magic Nathaniel’s website for a variety of shows and workshops
at libraries, clubs and headliner at California Magic Club.
_________________________________________

DAVID GERARD

Magician and mind reader David Gerard offers over 75 minutes showcasing a wide range of magic and
mindreading effects. New dates to be announced in SF and Oakland. Check David’s Facebook.  Tickets
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COMING IN APRIL

THE STARS OF MAGIC
April 3 in San Jose, April 4 in Walnut Creek and
April 5 in Sacramento.
Lake Tahoe’s No.1 show, Magic Fusion will embark on
a three-city tour throughout Northern California April
3–5. The award-winning cast will kick off the tour on
April 3 at San Jose’s Montgomery Theatre, continuing
on to The Lesher Center for The Arts – Del Valle
Theatre in Walnut Creek April 4 and will culminate at
The Colonial Theatre in Sacramento on April 5. This
high-energy, fast-paced show features magic, comedy
and special variety acts from four of the world’s most
accomplished magicians including David Goldrake,
Chipper Lowell, Joel Ward and Robert Hall.

For tickets and information visit
https://www.thelofttahoe.com/tour/
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Search for “magic” and “circus” shows are often available at discount on Goldstar.
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL MAGIC SHOP

BYRON WALKER BOOKS
OMC member and long-tine book dealer has about 4000 books in stock covering
magic, mentalism, gambling and bunco, juggling, and ventriloquism. He always
stocks the newest titles and has the rarest of volumes. This is a mail-order
business based in San Leandro. Byron will bring books to the OMC meetings upon
request. Call him at (510) 276-1854 or email byron.walker@comcast.net .

MISDIRECTIONS MAGIC SHOP
1236-9th Avenue (near Golden Gate Park), San Francisco. (415) 566-2180
Locally owned and operated by Joe Pon with a terrific supply of your magic needs,
lectures, private lessons and a place for magicians to gather. Ask about The Magic
Club and get discounts off purchases and lectures plus regular notices about new
effects and upcoming events.
Watch “Is this the last real magic shop?”

HOUDINI’S MAGIC SHOP
Beach Street & The Embarcadero, Pier 39, San Francisco
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The local branch of a national chain located in resort hotels and amusement parks oriented to tourists but
always worth a visit if in the area.

BOARDWALK MAGIC
Inside Neptune’s Kingdom at the Santa Cruz Beach
Boardwalk, 400 Beach Street.Joshua Logan’s labor of
love has an excellent selection and demonstrators who
are serious about their craft. Surprisingly good selection
for a tourist location and they will happily special order.

ZUCCHINI’S TRICK ‘N THINGS
Monterey Canning Company, 1037, 711 Cannery Row # H, Monterey
Oriented to tourists with mass market magic, jokes and games but the
demonstrators are having fun and love a visit from other magicians.
Worth a visit if you are at the Monterey Aquarium.

GRAND ILLUSIONS
7704 Fair Oaks Blvd, Carmichael
This family run business started by Steve Johnson and his parents in 1988 carries magic, costumes, puppets,
makeup, special effects, juggling gear, novelties and more. They are closing in late March and the
closeout sale is on now.
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EVANGELINE’S & THE COSTUME MANSION

113 K Street, Sacramento
A fun shop of over 4800 square feet of basic magic tricks and a huge selection of novelty items, jokes, wigs and
just plain fun. Upstairs are two floors filled with accessories and every imaginable costume.
--------------------------------------------------------The greater Sacramento area has become a home for magic companies but you can’t buy retail
from Murphy’s Magic. Look at their offerings online and ask your favorite dealer to order for
you. Penguin and L&L Publishing are also based there and Ellusionist is in Petaluma, but they
do not have storefronts and are mail order warehouses only. They all offer informative
newsletters and occasional free stuff.
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