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JANUARY MEETING-Tuesday, January 7, 
2020 

6:00pm- ​Doors Open​- Come early to share 
ideas, effects and news informally. Free back 
issues of ​Linking Ring ​magazine. 
Complimentary cookies, coffee and tea.  
7:00- ​Business meeting, ​and Good of the 
Order News and Announcements 
7:30ish ​: Break  
8:00-​ BRAD HENDERSON LECTURE 
Free for 2020 paid OMC Members 

         $20 non-members 
 

 
Brad Henderson is perhaps best known for his 
analytical approach to creating magic and an 
explanation of this approach will be the foundation 
and framework of his lecture.Using tricks as 
needed for illustrative purposes, he will discuss 
valuable ways of approaching magic, share 
theories and strategies that are essential to the 
creation of magic that reaches the level of an art 
form. Brad’s goal will be to provide you with 
knowledge that should allow you as a magician to 
progress, improve and ultimately realize your own 
creative visions. 

"If you've ever encountered Brad Henderson in an 
on-line discussion, you'll know that he has very 
strong opinions, and is not afraid to express them 
emphatically. If you see him perform, you'll realize 
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that he backs up everything he says: Brad walks 
the walk, to the benefit of his audiences." ​- Max 
Maven 

Brad’s​ ​LIVE ACT on Penguin Magic​ has generated 
responses like these: 

"Brad Henderson has shown me, time and time 
again, how much he truly cares about magic. He 
bestows that care upon his students so that you 
can learn from the inside out what makes a trick... 
magic." ​- Steve Cohen 

Watch this short video ​ for a look at Brad’s ​amazing 
magic collection ​ ​and the ideas which inform his 
approach to the art of magic. It is ​followed by other 
performances. 

 “I have known Brad for over 25 years and few 
magicians in the world can match his abilities. He 
is one of the deepest thinkers in magic today. Not 
only does he know his history and theory, but is a 
masterful performer who can engage and hold an 
audience with intelligent and thoughtful magic.” ​- 
Jeff Mcbride 

 

"Brad Henderson has been in the Inner Circle of 
top flight magicians for decades. Most of his time 
is spent out of sight of the magic community 
because he’s either performing or creating 
miracles for paying audiences. Brad is one of the 
most knowledgeable magicians I know. A 
perfectionist in both performance and method. 
When Brad talks, I listen. When he publishes such 
as his incredible book ​"The Dance"​ I read. If I see 
him performing I watch. All I can say is don’t miss 
this opportunity to witness and learn the real 
secrets from of one of our very best."-  ​Bob 
Kohler 

Read ​Brad’s Bio​ to really understand the 

background he brings to his powerful lecture. 

"Brad Henderson, has been instrumental in my 
understanding of performance, presence and 
magic. Those lessons he teaches are always 
displayed whenever he performs. Now is your 
chance to learn a deeper form of magic!"- ​Marcus 
Eddie 

See a ​ trailer​. 
Check out his website and blog.

 

DUES ARE DUE- $20 for 2020 
January is the perfect time to pay your 2020 
membership dues. It should be easy to remember as 
the cost is a low $20. You can bring a check or cash 
to the January meeting where outgoing Treasurer 
Robert Herrick will gladly accept your renewal which 
has many benefits including use of our fantastic 
library of books and videos, teach-ins, prop 
giveaways and 11 meetings of magic, friendship and 
cookies. Plus free lectures including Brad Henderson 
in January. No wonder we have over 70 members. 
 
Or send a check made out to “Oakland Magic Circle” 
for $20 to Robert Herrick,​ 1095 Amito Dr, Berkeley, 
CA 94705  
Potential new members can apply to join at any OMC 
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meeting.  
 

Secretary’s Report of Dec. 3  
Early arrivals were treated to a museum size 
display of practical jokes from the collection of 
David Liotta that continued to be available 
throughout the evening.  
 
VP Gary Meyer presided over the meeting for the 
travelling Mark Tarses.  Gary read the list of 
candidates for 2020 ​OMC offices: 
President – Robert Herrick 
Vice President – Mark Tarses 
Secretary – Byron Walker 
Treasurer – Marc McGuire 
Sergeant at Arms – Donovan Rittenbach 
Librarian – John Owens 
Historian – Scott Poole 
Member at Large – Mark Richardson 
Member at Large – Gary Meyer 
 
All candidates were elected unanimously and will 
take their oath of office at the Feb 4 ​th​ Installation 
Banquet. 
 
Gary mentioned that he had met with the ​East Bay 
Agency for Children ​ to propose that the OMC teach 
magic to youngsters as part of their after-school 
programs. Mike Della Penna and Jack Potter 
shared their experiences with young learners.  Gary 
reviewed the recently opened play in San 
Francisco, ​Harry Potter and the Cursed Child​, 
which contains some actual magic. Brad 
Henderson was announced as our January 
lecturer, which will be without charge to all 
dues-paid members, which is an amazingly low $20 
per year.  Incoming President Robert Herrick 
announced that he hopes to have more magic 
instruction sessions in 2020 and called for 
volunteers.  Bill Austin discussed his recent trip and 
talk at The Magic Circle in London. 
 
After a short intermission Donovan Rittenbach 
began the performances with a coin to buddha 
effect and located a second coin by static 
electricity.  Mike Della Penna followed with a 
prediction effect utilizing Christmas movie cards. 
Gary Meyer then pulled four flat circular 
“ornaments” from the Hall’s Christmas tree and 
caused a silk to penetrate through them (actually 
Grant’s Checkers thru Silk). Marc McGuire closed 
with a superbly performed playing card routine. 

       Byron Walker, OMC Secretary 
 

THE JOKES ON YOU 
OMC member David Liotta brought hundreds of 
examples of practical jokes and gags from his 
collection to the December meeting. 

 
David explained how various tricks worked to 
members like Dagmar Theison. There was great 
nostalgia for older fans and surprises for the 
younger visitors. A selection of items will be posted 
on the OMC website soon. And David plans to 
make this an ongoing series focusing on 
manufacturers such as S.S. Adams and various 
categories of gags.

 
 

RING-A-DING DING MAGIC 
December performers Donovsn Rittenbach, Marc 
McGuire and Gary Meyer with some holiday 
themed magic.
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2020 INSTALLATION BANQUET AND STAGE 
SHOW 
 
Mark your calendars for ​Tuesday, February 4 
when our annual banquet will feature four 
Oakland Magic Circle award-winning magicians 
with new acts. Scheduled acts include Heather 
Rogers, Phil Ackerly, Tamaka and Glen 
Micheletti. All those on our mailing list will get 
flyers with details in early January. 

NEWS YOU CAN USE 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX is a new musical 
fantasy adventure based on Kate DiCamillo’s 
Newbery Medal-winning book. The PigPen 
Theatre Co. collaborates with Berkeley Rep to 
bring the family-friendly show alive with a terrific 
cast, stunning sets, wonderful songs and a 
variety of innovative puppetry techniques. The 
story follows a tiny mouse with extra large ears 
whose family lives in a castle at the Kingdom of 
Dor. There are plot twists galore in this magical 
fairy tale with a happy ending. The show packs a 
lot into 95 minutes with 17 original songs and a 
cast of seven often playing multiple characters. If 
you are taking children it might be a good idea to 
read the book​ first to familiarize them with the 
story. But don’t be scared off. This is as much a 
pleasure for adults as kids. 
  
Watch video trailer 
Read Lily Janiak’s​ ​rave review in the SF 
Chronicle. 
View the Press Kit​ for background info and 
photos. 
  
Tickets and Info ​. ​The show closes Sunday, 
January 5. 
Berkeley Repertory Theatre, 2015 Addison St., 
Berkeley  --  Box Office 510 647-2949 
 
 

 
Dorcas Leung (Despereaux) in Berkeley Rep’s production of ​PigPen 
Theatre Co.’s The Tale of Despereaux​, directed by Marc Bruni and 
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PigPen Theatre Co.Photo courtesy of Kevin Berne/Berkeley 
Repertory Theatre 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SF MAGICIAN ANDREW EVANS 
GARNERS GREAT PRESS 

Andrew Evans was recently featured in the 
SF Chronicle​ talking about his Magic Patio 
and on ​KQED’s Forum​ discussing the magic 
he manages in HARRY POTTER AND THE 
CURSED CHILD.  

HARRY POTTER AND THE CURSED 
CHILD REVIEW 

Gary Meyer has written a full review with 
photos, video and links for the stage play 
now in San Francisco.

 

It can be read on ​EatDrinkFilms​. 

 
LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION: “PENN 
& TELLER: FOOL US.” 
Terrific article in the NY Times ​ ​about why 
Penn & Teller’s FOOL US is one of the rare 
TV magic shows that respects both the 
magicians and the audience. And why it is 
not like most reality TV.  

 

JAMES CHAN ON NATIONAL TV 
Young James Chan, son of Dan, appeared 
on “Kids Say The Darndest Things on ABC 
on Dec. 22. ​Watch his segment here​. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overlooked No More: Rose Mackenberg, 
Houdini’s Secret ‘Ghost-Buster 
 

 
Interesting article ​ in the New York Times about 
the woman who was working undercover for the 
illusionist exposing phony psychics who claimed 
they could connect people to their dead loved 
ones. Interested in more? Internet searches will 
bring up ​many articles and photos​ of 
Mackenberg.. 
 

 

 
  
FINGER CHOPPER FESTIVAL 
This ​fast and fun video ​ demonstrates a variety of 
finger choppers.
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FIVE MAGICAL QUESTIONS 

We are starting a new regular feature asking OMC 
members and contest winners five questions that 
we think the answers will make us all better 
informed magicians. 
 
ADAM CHEYER ​won the 2019 OMC Close-up 
contest and is our first subject.  
 
1.​     ​Please tell us the first magic trick(s) you 
were proud to perform and about how old were 
you? 
  
I first got into magic at about the age of 10, 
performing for the captive audience of the kids who 
came to my birthday party.  At that time, I loved 
stage magic, and performed Houdini’s 
Metamorphosis using a large cardboard box taken 
from the local appliance store’s dumpster, and 
many variations of silk productions, using various 
boxes I would construct out of wooden cigar boxes 
and the like. 

 

  
 
 
2.​     ​And the first important magic  book(s) and 
why? 
  
“101 Easy-to-Learn Classic Magic Tricks”​ and ​ ​“Now 
You See It, Now You Don't!: Lessons in Sleight of 
Hand”​, both by Bill Tarr.  They each presented 
amazing tricks but most importantly, had beautiful, 
clear illustrations that made them easy to consume. 

  
Also ​, “Magic Digest: Fun Magic for Everyone ​” by 
George Anderson, which had a huge variety of 
magic to learn, from simple self-working tricks to 
full-fledged illusions you could build. 
  
 ​3.​     ​If you were going to a desert island for six 
months to do a deep dive into your magic what 
three effects would you take with you to 
perfect?  And what three books would you 
bring along? 
  
Currently, I’m mostly into card magic, but I’ve never 
taken the time to really perfect the more complex 
sleights.  I would take books and videos that would 
help me refine and expand some of my card 
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handling (e.g.Erdnase’s​ ​“The Expert at the Card 
Table ​”), and I would also bring books related to 
memorized deck routines (e.g. Asi Wind’s. 
"Repertoire,"​ Pit Hartling’s​ ​"In Order to Amaze"​). 
Then, I would mix my time, practicing sleights, 
learning new tricks, and then creating new magic 
inspired by what I’m reading (e.g. finding a new 
method to do an existing trick, a new presentation 
for an existing effect, or creating new effects based 
on a particular property of something I’m interested 
in). 

  
 ​4.​     ​You are planning a dinner party followed by 
your magic show.  Among the guests can be 
any  five people from history (living or dead, 
magician or not). Who would you invite? 
  
a.​    ​ ​Jean-Eugene Robert-Houdin ​, the father of 
modern magic. 
b.​    ​ ​Dai Vernon ​, card “Professor”. 
c.​    ​ ​Johnny Carson ​.  He would enjoy the magic, and 
would make the dinner party so much more fun. 
d.​    ​ ​Steve Martin ​, same reasons. 
e.​    ​ ​Adelaide Hermann ​.  I’m sure she would have 
entertaining stories and magic​. 

  
 
 
 
5.What are words of wisdom or advice you can 
offer for aspiring prestidigitators? 
  
Subscribe to Penguin Magic’s​ ​“Penguin Live ​” 
lecture series, by far the best magic-related 
investment I ever made.  Every week, a different 
magician performs a 30-40 minute magic show, 
and then shows you how their act is done, over the 
course of 3-4 hours.  This not only teaches you 
more magic than you can possibly consume, it 
exposes you to so many styles and personalities, 
from mentalism to closeup to comedy to danger 
magic to parlour and stage magic.  You quickly 
learn what you enjoy, you will discover heroes you 
can admire and further explore, and you will learn 
tricks that you can perform, no matter what level of 
magician you are. 
================== 
 ​Adam Cheyer is a technology entrepreneur and an 
award-winning magician ​[1]​.  On the technology side, he 
is known as the co-founder of Siri (sold to Apple to build 
Siri, available on 1.5B devices), Viv Labs (sold to 
Samsung to build the new Bixby, available soon on 1B 
devices), and Sentient (sold to Cognizant). He is also a 

founding member, advisor, and first developer of 
Change.org, the world's largest petition platform with 
300M+ members.

 
On the magic side,  he has performed on Penn and Teller 
Fool Us ​[2]​, at MagicFest in San Francisco, and has 
taught his 10-year old niece enough magic to become the 
youngest ​Fool Us ​ contestant ever on the show​ [3]. 
 
[1] First place at Oakland Magic Circle Close-up Competition: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XspKK9drij4&feature=youtu.be 

[2] Penn and Teller Fool Us - Adam Cheyer: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4DV8nCVEih4 

[3] Penn and Teller Fool Us - Zoe Lafleur: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLyEDe43WE4 

 
Adam’s Website   
LinkedIn  
 
(Editor’s Note: If you are interested in any of the 
books mentioned above check with Byron Walker 
who might be able to bring them to the meeting for 
purchase.) 
 

THE OMC LIBRARY REPORT 
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Stuff you’ve been missing but should not miss 
  
I won’t repeat the whole thing here but there was a 
message that accompanied the monthly catalog 
update concerning the 57 percent of our library that 
few have ever seen, fewer are even aware of.  If you 
didn’t read the message when you got it, you might 
want to go back and take a look. You might also 
want to investigate the library material you’ve never 
seen.  No secret password, no night vision glasses, 
not even a secret decoder ring required to find what 
you’ve missed.  You just have to know where to 
look and looking will probably turn out to be 
worthwhile. 
  
Temporary (but don’t worry, it really is only 
temporary) library closure 
  
There’s a lecture scheduled for the January OMC 
meeting, (which you would be well advised to 
attend).  As a result, the library won’t be open for 
browsing or borrowing but returns will be gratefully 
accepted. The annual and more than slightly festive 
Installation of Officers will take place in February, 
and the library closed that night as well. Regular 
business, regular business hours will resume in 
March. 
  
Department of Considerable Gratitude 

 
  
Thanks to Manya and 
Fred Casto for another 
donation to the OMC 
library.  This time, a 
copy of ​Henry Hay’s 
Amateur Magician’s 
Handbook​, ​something 
we have been lacking for 
quite some time.  This 
was Fred’s personal 
copy, by the way, and 
soon to be available to 
OMC members.  Right 
after I get done reading 

it.  If I can pry it away from myself. Interesting 
discussion on Magic Cafe. 
 
 

 
  
Thanks also to Gary Meyer for facilitating an author’s 
donation of the recently published ​Fair Tricks - 
Magicians at the Colombian Exposition 1893​, (copy 
number 384 of 500).  Inscribed to the Oakland Magic 
Circle by the authors, Jim and Sage Hagy, “A gift to the 
Oakland Magic Circle’s library, where founder Lloyd 
Jones we knew for many years.”  You may not have 
been able to attend the 1893 Exposition.  Now you can 
find out what you missed; no charge for admission.Still 
more thanks to Gary for his donation of an opening day 
copy of ​Playbill, ​the program for Harry Potter and the 
Cursed Child, currently at the Curran Theater in San 
Francisco.  The performance is six hours overall but 
there’s a three-hour intermission between the first and 
second halves.  Gary says it’s well worth the time. 
        John Owens, OMC Librarian  
 

FROM THE ARCHIVES QUIZ 

 
DECEMBER’S MYSTERY PERSON 
Several people were able to identify Cas Boxley.  Larry 
Wright was the first.  He and the others have positive 
memories of him as a mentor when they were young, 
just starting out and hanging around the OMC.  Ken 
Taylor (who didn’t respond because he never reads the 
newsletter) has a card box that was made by Boxley 
when he (Boxley) was probably in his mid or late teens. 
I know he has it because I gave it to him. 
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A more ​detailed article ​can be found in the June, 
2019 issue of ​The Linking Ring ​ on pages 166-167. 
   
 
 
 
 
A NEW MAGIC CHALLENGE 
You may be familiar with this book even if you’ve 
never read  it. 

  
Does it have a connection with the Oakland Magic 
Circle?  If so, what is it? 
 
Send your answers to John Owens 
conjuriana@gmail.com  
 

MAGICAL RESOURCES OF THE MONTH  

 

 
Ken Kelly and Julian Mather offer interviews with 
marketing ideas that lead to a happier, freer life with 
enough income for you to do what you love---perform 
magic. 
 
““Our aim is to bring you relevant tips, tricks and 
strategies that are current and focused on the 
entertainment industry. We interview successful 
magicians, jugglers, comedians, ventriloquists and other 
performing artists from around the world. We ask that 
they share their best practice, philosophy and insight 
with us so we can bring you the most up to date 
marketing strategies from those who are at the top of 
their game. 
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Hosts: Ken Kelly Magician, business coach and 
entrepreneur and YouTube phenomenon Julian Mather 
Kids and Family entertainer and Video expert. 
 
Take at look at ​“The Business of Magic”​ podcasts with 
over 60 shows to date. Most shows are 35-45 minutes. 

EAT LOCAL

2042 MacArthur Blvd. Oakland 94602 
                            510 866-2639 

Grand Lake Kitchen ​ has been a popular restaurant 
for brunch, lunch and dinner on Grand Avenue for 
many years. The place is usually packed for good 
reasons: it is a fun place to eat and has great food 
from a ​menu ​ that includes meats, fish and 
vegetarian options plus great desserts. 

 
Plus they have a full bar serving cocktails, beer and 
wine.  
 
They are open every day from 9am until 10pm 
which is when the kitchen stops taking orders. So it 

is great for after OMC meetings since it is two 
blocks away. The restaurant can accommodate 
large groups and even has a private room. 

 
Bjornson Hall is located in the heart of the historic 
Dimond District​ of Oakland on MacArthur Blvd near 
Fruitvale (there is a freeway off ramp). There are 
good public transit routes to Bjornson Hall. Check 
Moovi ​t for the best routes. 
 
The very walkable neighborhood has many 
unpretentious and delicious places to eat. We urge 
you to come early and try them out whether you eat 
in or bring food to the hall. Each month we feature 
a new adventure in eating. 
 

 
 

MAGIC IN THE BAY AREA 
Have an upcoming show or know of one in 
the Bay Area?​ Email us the information to be 
listed. Include title and performer, date, time, 
location, a short blurb, website link, & a publicity 
photo or graphic. All submissions must be sent 
in by the third Tuesday of the month. Email Gary 
Meyer, Newsletter Edito ​r, at 
garymeyeredf@gmail.com  
 

Announced performers are subject to change. Many       
Events are available at discounts through ​Goldstar and        
Today’s Tix​. Search for “Magic.” 
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https://www.todaytix.com/x/sf-bay-area/shows


  

OMC 2019 Headliner and co-host of the ​Shezam!        
podcast ​Carisa Hendrix will lecture at IBM Ring 216         
on Wednesday, January 8 at the Yu-Ai Kai Senior         
Center, 588 N 4 ​th St., San Jose. The lecture is from           
7:30-9:30. ​At the lecture, Carisa will cover using the         
language of clothing to convey aspects of your        
character, the science of comedy and how to write         
better magic. She will also showcase a few new         
routines and some twists on a few classics.  
 
The cost for the lecture is $15 for members, $30 for           
non-members. People can sign up for membership       
on the day of the lecture for $25. 
 
Prior to her lecture, Carisa will present a        
small-group workshop. She will provide expert      
feedback on your short routine, character, script, or        
act. We will limit this to no more than 8 participants           
so that she can spend enough time with everyone. 
 
TIME: 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
PRICE: $30 for Ring 216 members, $45 for        
non-members 
 
LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE! You must sign up       
ahead of time by sending email to       
president@ring216.org ​ or signing up online.  
 
Full Information 
-------------------------------------------------------- 
 
JOHN CARNEY​ Presents “Carney Magic.” 
 
Saturday, January 18 at 7:30 
Sebastiani Theatre ​, located in Sonoma at 476       
First Street East, at 707/996-9756. 

 
 
Carney Magic is a theatre show about mentors,        
secrets, and the beauty of a perfect illusion. It         
blends mind-blowing sleight of hand with      
intelligence, taste, and wit, into a unique evening of         
pure entertainment. This is definitely NOT your       
typical “magic show.” Carney’s approach is smart,       
engaging, and often hilarious! 
Tickets 
 
The beautiful Sebastiani Theatre is owned by       
magician Roger Rhoten who plans to bring a        
different act each month. John Carney sold out last         
year and is returning, Coming in February is Mario         
the Maker Magician. Details below. 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PHIL ACKERLY and Special Guests at a       
Night of Magic & Comedy 
Saturday, Jan. 25 at 8pm 
Phil Ackerly and special guests, experts in       
the field of comedy, sleight-of-hand magic,      
visual illusions and mind tricks. 
Angelica’s Bell Stage 
863 Main Street, Redwood City 
Buy Tickets here​. 

 
Website ​ and ​Facebook 
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--------------------------------------------- 
FOG CITY MAGIC FEST 2020 
The lineup has been announced and it will be         
incredible, running Feb. 5-8 at the Exit Theatre in         
San Francisco.  

 
  
The ​Opening Night Gala! features Jay Alexander       
and Friends including: 
Mischief Maker  Glen Micheletti 
The Beauty of Magic  Jade 
The Mind Bending  David Gerard 
The Alterer of Reality  Sebastian Boswell III 
The Always Surprising  Ryan Kane 
And, from the Magic Castle writer, magic inventor,        
and co-producer of TVs The Carbonaro Effect       
David Regal!!! 
 
Each performer will also have their own show plus         
David Regal will offer a special Magicians Only Guest         
Lecture on Tuesday, Feb. 4. 
For the complete ​schedule and to buy tickets go here. 
----------------------------------------------- 

 
Serving fine dinners with professional magic      
shows six nights a week. January features       
Bob Sheets, George Tovar, Shawn     

McMaster ​and ​Alex Ramon ​.  
Mystique Dining is located at 611 Sutter       
Street in Historic Folsom. ​Full schedule and       
more info. 
------------------------------------------------ 
 
A BOX WITHOUT A BOTTOM returns 

 
David Harita’s play about a Japanese magic prop        
returns by popular demand to Berkeley’s The       
Marsh on Saturday and Sundays at 5pm, Jan. 4-26.         
had its Premiere at The Marsh in Berkeley under         
the title THE J-P BOX but considerable controversy        
resulted in the playwright /actor changing the name.        
Read about the controversy in the Japanese       
publication The Rafu Shimpo ​.  
  
The show’s website explains, “In 1866, magician       
Namigoro Sumidagawa became the first Japanese      
citizen in over 200 years to receive a passport to          
leave the country. As part of the “Imperial Japanese         
Troupe,” he dazzled audiences across Victorian      
America with his exotic stage magic and became a         

media celebrity. 
  
By the time he    
returned home,  
his prize trick,   
Soko-nashi 
Bako, had been   
appropriated by  
American 
magicians in  
yellowface and  
rechristened as  
the “J*p Box.”   
(​Read Jim  
Kleefeld’s 
history of the   
prop ​) A century   
later, 
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Japanese-American ​magician David Hirata    
excavates the mysteries and stories of the       
Soko-nashi Bako.  
 
Watch a demonstration of the effect. 
 
Through monologue and magic, he unveils illusions       
and surprises from the Japanese American story. 
  
Hailed as “a master of deceit” (KRON 4 TV) David          
Hirata has amazed audiences throughout the Bay       
Area with theatrical magic creations at the       
Exploratorium, the Yerba Buena Center for the       
Arts, the Oakland Museum, and at many private        
events. Previous shows include Kanji by Starlight       
at the Marsh, and American Wizards at the        
California Magic Dinner Theater. A Box Without A        
Bottom premiered at the 2018 San Diego       
International Fringe Festival where it won the award        
for “Outstanding World Premiere Production.” 
Listen to an interview with Harita on KALW. 
Read the Broadway World interview. 
The Marsh, 2120 Allston Way, downtown      
Berkeley. 415 282-3055 
 
Buy tickets here ​. ​David is offering ​$10 tickets when         
you use the code "bottomless" ! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
  
FOOL LA LA -OVER THE RAINBOW has been        
extended at The Marsh in Berkeley with ​final        
performances January 3-4-5 at 2pm​. It is a one         
hour show especially aimed for 3 to 9-year-olds        
with physical comedy, clowning and juggling. “​The       
Bay Area’s favorite Clown Prince of Fools, Unique        
Derique offers his zany comedy extravaganza for       
all ages. This hippity-hop, non-stop flight of fancy        
features circus-inspired tricks, playful percussion     
and electronic body music in a whimsical       
celebration of individuality, with new surprises on       
the journey to discovering YOUR inner rainbow!       
After the show, express yourself the Fool La La         

way — get into the act and join ​Unique Derique in a            
free 20-minute juggling and hambone workshop for       
the whole family chock full of Fool La La fun!” 
Limited ​Discount tickets available on Goldstar​. 
Box Office for full selection. 
------------------------------------------- 
GAME OF THROWS--A JUGGLING    
FESTIVAL 
Come one, come all to the newest, FREE               
juggling-flow arts festival in California! An epic             
event for all hobbyists-pros-artists is being           
planned in Palo Alto for ​Friday, January 24 to                 
Sunday, January 26th, 2020 ​. ​Full info​. 
 ​------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
SHIM LIM announced his LIMITLESS show with       
Scottish Mentalist ​Colin Cloud at San Francisco’s       
Golden Gate Theater for January 18, 2020 shortly        
after he won ​America’s Got Talent​. More tickets        
have been released for both the 2pm matinee and         
7:30 shows. The secondary ticket market will be        
selling them at scalper’s prices. Go here first for         
Info and tickets. 

 
Wednesday, Jan. 8 at 8:30 
Magician ​Ben Seidman and Juggler ​Marcus           
Monroe combine magic, juggling, and stand up             
comedy into a show that will have you laughing                 
hysterically (while your mind is being blown). Ben               
Seidman is a guest star on the new Netflix Original                   
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Brainchild​. He appeared on Penn & Teller’s ​Fool Us                 
and has starred in two specials on the Travel                 
Channel. 
Piano Fight, 144 Taylor St., SF 
Tickets and more info​. 

 
 
The newest Cirque Du Soleil show, AMALUNA,             
plays through Sunday, January 12 Under the             
Big Top at Oracle Park in San Francisco. It                 
moves to Sacramento January 22-February 23           
at Sutter Health Park. 
Tickets and info​. 
 

 
At San Francisco’s Curran Theater. Tickets      
available through June, 2020. 
There is a lot of theatrical magic used in this two           
part show. Read Gary Meyer’s ​review​. 
Tickets are ​available here ​. 
Watch the short trailer. 
============================== 
 
 

MARRAKECH MAGIC THEATRE 
419 O’Farrell St, San Francisco 

 
The Marrakech Magic Theater Presents Jay 

Alexander’s Mind Tricks Live Show 
Shows Thursdays - Sundays 

“Jay Alexander’s mien throughout his card tricks, mind 
reading, number games and feats of extraordinary 

coincidence is that of a nerd with overweening 
enthusiasm — enthusiasm you can’t help but share. And 

descending the venue’s mysterious steps into an 
all-arabesque lounge (with drinks and appetizers 

available for purchase)for preshow close-up magic and 
then entering a tiny jewel box theater for the actual show 
are experiences in and of themselves.—Lily Janiak, SF 

Chronicle 
For tickets and more information.  

 
 

 
ANDREW EVANS​’ ​Illusions of Grandeur​ is at ​THE 
MAGIC PATIO​. ​Jan. 10,11,17,18, 24, 25 
Some shows are sold out. You can ​sign up ​ to be 
notified of the upcoming new shows at the Magic 
Patio.  
---------------------------------------​----------------------------- 
RYAN KANE​    ​Exit Theater 
    156 Eddy Street, San Francisco 
iPhones vanish, whisky bottles appear from 
nowhere, and a paintball gun is fired at the man 
responsible for it all. 
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This is the magic of Ryan Kane. Please Enjoy 
Responsibly. 
January 17 and Feb 7 and 21 ​. ​Tickets and info 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Get expert instruction on magic tricks you can do in 
casual situations like parties and the workplace 
from one of the Bay Area’s top performers, ​David 
Martinez​. Then enjoy a close-up show where the 
miracles happen right before your eyes. Limited to 
15 participants; perfect for adults and kids over 9 
years old. ​Sunday afternoons, Jan. 5 and 19​ at 
Studio by Terra Amico in San Jose. 2-4pm. For 
more information and to buy tickets​. 
 

 
BAY AREA MAGIC DINNER SHOW 
2140 Clement St, San Francisco 
JAMES CHAN​ Prodigy Magician and Juggler 
11-year-old James Chan’s performances always include 
an ensemble of astonishing trick routines and juggling 
feats that will amaze and delight audiences of all ages. 
Using pure sleight of hand, he performs a 3 shell game, 
the 3 card monte, spectacular rubber band tricks, and his 
signature routine: "The intersection of Math, Memory, 
and Magic. 

 
 

DAN CHAN​- Breaking the Magician’s Code 
An evening of world-class magic in an intimate setting. 
The intersection of autobiographical storytelling, 
improvisational comedy, and magic are used to create a 
unique and unforgettable experience.

 
 
Dan Chan Master Magician's newest show redefines 
magic in a playful, evocative manner! 
Tickets for all Dan and James Chan shows. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 

      
CALIFORNIA MAGIC DINNER THEATRE 
                         514 Main Street, Martinez 
The magical evening begins promptly when you 
arrive and the fun starts right as you take your 
seat. Enjoy our three course dinner and signature 
drinks with close-up magic performed right at your 
table in between courses. Then, an hour-long 
stage show hosted by Gerry Griffin.  
California Magic shows: 
Jan. 3-4- George Tovar 
Jan. 10-11- Timothy James 
Jan. 17-18- Nathan Kranzo 
Jan. 24-25- Jack Alexander 
Jan. 31- Feb. 1- Al Skinner 
Weekly Host and Emcee- Gerry Griffin 

The Oakland Magic Circle January 2020 Newsletter                                                          15 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-magic-of-ryan-kane-tickets-42851686548
https://www.davidmartinezmagic.com/
https://www.davidmartinezmagic.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/magic-workshop-close-up-show-tickets-64907059763?aff=odeimcmailchimp&mc_cid=459b3a2716&mc_eid=0dfdd63fa2
http://www.davidmartinezmagic.com/
http://bayareadinnershow.com/
https://www.danchanmagic.com/jameschan.html
https://www.danchanmagic.com/
https://web.ovationtix.com/trs/cal/34254
http://www.calmagic.com/
https://www.calmagic.com/show-schedule/


  

 
See ​CalMagic​ for tickets. Shows sell out early. 
--------------------------------------------------- 
GHOST HUNT WALKING TOUR  
 starring Magician ​CHRISTIAN CAGIGAL 
in San Francisco 

 
Every Wednesday thru Sunday 
Complete info and tickets 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
SF MAGIC HOUR 
144 Taylor St.,San Francisco 
75 minutes of mind blowing magic with a different         
set of performers ​Brad Barton​, ​Christian Cagigal       
& ​Michael Feldman​. Last Monday of every       
month. 
Tickets & info 
--------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SAN FRANCISCO MAGIC AND VARIETY 
SHOW- Street Magic Live 
First Saturday of each month--​Jan.4-- at 8:30pm 
Exit Theatre 
156 Eddy Street, San Francisco 

 
Frisco Fred​, ​Jonathan Strange ​, Eric the Great & 
Chase the Entertainer ​. ​Tickets, Info and video 
----------------------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------- 
BRAD BARTON, REALITY THIEF 
Wednesday, Jan. 8 
Doors open at 7:30pm; Show 
8:15-10:30pm with one intermission 
The Lost Church 
65 Capp Street, San Francisco 
“The expected was shattered on the floor, leaving 
eloquent shards of the unexpected. I laughed, I 
gasped and then I told friends.​” Mike Gordon 
 
Tickets and info​. 
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----------------------------------------------------- 
DAVID GERARD​: CHOICES 
Piano Fight 
144 Taylor St., San Francisco 

 
Magician and mindreader David Gerard offers over       
75 minutes showcasing a wide range of magic and         
mindreading effects.  
A top hit with Silicon Valley companies and event         
planners, David's shows at PianoFight are the only        
place to catch him performing CHOICES. 
New dates to be announced.   
Tickets 

 
-----------------------------------------------------  
DNA's Comedy Lab  
155 S. River Street 
Santa Cruz 
Blind Tiger Open Mic Comedy and Magic every 
Wednesday. 
 ​Tickets​. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 
MAGICAL NATHANIEL 
Check website for a variety of shows and 
workshops at libraries, clubs and headliner at 
California Magic Club. 

 
_________________________________________ 
 
 
 

PIER 29, SAN FRANCISCO 
Free 
Every Day (subject to weather) 
Rotating gallery of magicians including​ ​Glen 
Micheletti​,​ ​Ryan Kane ​,​ Chase Martin​,​ ​Fred 
Anderson​,​ ​Magical Nathaniel​,​ ​Lynx ​,​ ​Reed Kirk 
Rahlmann​,

 
 

_________________________________________ 

 
Frank Olivier​, ​Patrick Livingstone ​, ​The Seashore 
Variety Hour       ​        ​See Schedule 
              -------------------------------- 
 

COMING IN FEBRUARY 
 

 
February 6 at 7:30 
The creators and co-stars of this R-rated magic        
show, ​The Naked Magicians ​, are the two hot        
and hilarious Aussie performers who deliver      
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world-class magic and non-stop laughs while      
wearing nothing but a top hat and a smile.         
Described by The Huffington Post as “the       
wildest night ever”, this tantalisingly satisfying      
magic show strips away the top hats, capes        
and magic stereotypes, bringing a whole new       
meaning to “now you see it”. 
 
Good magicians don’t need sleeves and great       
magicians don’t need pants. This show proves       
just that! 
 
18+ only. Includes male nudity, sexual      
references and coarse language... strap     
yourself in for a hilarious and unforgettable       
night. 
 
The Crest Theatre, ​1013 K St., Sacramento 
Tickets and Info 
---------------------------------------------------------------
--- 
Mario the Maker Magician was a hit at Magic         
Live!

 
Following performances at the Magic Castle      
Mario will come to Northern California for       
shows at the Sebastiani on Saturday, Feb. 15        
at 2pm. (​tickets​) 
and Sunday, Feb. 16 at 2pm at the Auburn         
State Theater in Auburn (​tickets​).  
 
Mario will also offer a lecture hosted by ​IBM         
Ring 192 at Mission Oaks Community Center,       
4701 Gibbons Drive, Carmichael    
(Sacramento). Feb. 12 at 7pm. If it is anything         
like the lecture he gave in Vegas, it would be          
worth the drive. 
 
 
 

 
Piff is 50% Comedian. 50% Magician. 100%             
Dragon. 
Friday, Feb. 21 at 7pm. 
John van der Put is a magician and comedian from          
the United Kingdom who performs under the stage        
name Piff the Magic Dragon. A winner of multiple         
awards from British magic societies, he toured as a         
supporting act for Mumford and Sons, and has        
appeared on Penn & Teller: Fool Us and America's         
Got Talent ​. 
Fox Theatre 
2215 Broadway, Redwood City 
Tickets and more info 
------------------------------- 
Exploring Reality with Conjuror Jeffrey Korst

 
Saturday, February 29, 7:30-9:30pm 
 
Jeffrey Korst​’s Exploring Reality ​ reveals a secret 
about magic that even most magicians don't know: 
Magic is about something.​ There is a deep 
meaning to magic — even if the magician doesn't 
realize it. 
  
Becoming a magician changed my life. The show 
explores the enormous impact magic has had on 
my life; and most importantly, seeing the magic in 
the world around us. 
  
Exploring Reality​ is a unique evening of 
entertainment that recreates the intimacy of popular 
19th century parlor performances. Limited seating 
allows everyone to see the magic up close. 
FIRESIDE ROOM 
911 Dowling Blvd., San Leandro 
Tickets and info 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
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CAL PERFORMANCES PRESENTS:   
at Zellerbach Hall on the UC Berkeley       
campus

Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 22-23 ​Enter the elegant      
and stylish Art Deco lobby of ​Cirque Éloize ​'s        
newest show, ​Hotel ​, and you'll meet a cast of         
captivating characters, from a juggling janitor to a        
hapless tightrope-walking bellhop to a starlet flying       
through the air on a trapeze swing. Make your way          
to the front desk, which stretches across the entire         
stage; but be careful—there's a gravity-defying hula       
hoop act to your right, and a guest spinning in an           
enormous steel ring to your left! A pioneer of         
contemporary circus arts, "Cirque du Soleil's      
hipper, sexier cousin" (​The Stage ​, London) delivers       
uproarious comedy through a mix of acrobatics,       
aerial routines, and live music, in a show about the          
unexpected encounters that fuel every memorable      
traveler's tale.​ ​Tickets and videos. 

DAVID POGUE LECTURE- February 27 at 8pm       
Zellerbach Hall on the UC Berkeley campus 

Though most well-known as a technology writer, ​David        
Pogue is an accomplished magician and author of ​Magic         
for Dummies ​and the children’s book ​Abby Carnelia’s        
One and Only Magical Power ​. This lecture ​leads a         
journey through the pleasures and pitfalls of our        
technological world with humor, thought-provoking     
ideas and possibly a few tech-industry song parodies.        
Pogue has been quoted as saying that he “did something          
like 400 magic shows through my teen years.”        
------------------- 

Search for “magic” and “circus” shows      
often available at​ ​discount on Goldstar. 

  
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL MAGIC SHOP 

 
MISDIRECTIONS MAGIC SHOP 
1236-9th Avenue (near Golden Gate Park), San 
Francisco. (415) 566-2180

 
Locally owned and operated by Joe Pon with a 
terrific supply of your magic needs, lectures, private 
lessons and a place for magicians to gather. Ask 
about The Magic Club and get discounts off 
purchases and lectures plus regular notices about 
new effects and upcoming events. 
Watch ​“Is this the last real magic shop?” 
 
 
BYRON WALKER BOOKS 
 
OMC member and long-tine book dealer has about 
4000 books in stock covering magic, mentalism, 
gambling and bunco, juggling, and ventriloquism. 
He always stocks the newest titles and has the 
rarest of volumes. This is a mail-order business 
based in San Leandro. Byron will bring books to the 
OMC meetings upon request. Call him at (510) 
276-1854 or email ​byron.walker@comcast.net​ . 
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https://www.cirque-eloize.com/en/
https://calperformances.org/performances/2019-20/theater/cirque-eloize-hotel.php
https://davidpogue.com/
https://davidpogue.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Magic-Dummies-David-Pogue/dp/0764551019
https://www.amazon.com/Magic-Dummies-David-Pogue/dp/0764551019
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B003ILKLQQ/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_hsch_vapi_tkin_p2_i11
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B003ILKLQQ/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_hsch_vapi_tkin_p2_i11
https://www.goldstar.com/oakland-east-bay/categories/circus-tickets
https://www.goldstar.com/oakland-east-bay/categories/circus-tickets
http://shop.misdirections.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfp5SOzVM8Q
https://www.byronwalkermagicbooks.com/
mailto:byron.walker@comcast.net


  

 
HOUDINI’S MAGIC SHOP  
Beach Street & The Embarcadero, Pier 39, San 
Francisco 
The local branch of a national chain located in 
resort hotel and amusement parks oriented to 
tourists but always worth a visit if in the area. 
 
BOARDWALK MAGIC 
Inside Neptune’s Kingdom at the Santa Cruz Beach 
Boardwalk, 400 Beach Street. 

 
Joshua Logan’s labor of love has an excellent 
selection and demonstrators who are serious about 
their craft. Surprisingly good selection for a tourist 
location and they will happily special order. 
 
ZUCCHINI’S TRICK ‘N THINGS 
Monterey Canning Company, 1037, 711 Cannery 
Row # H, Monterey

 
Oriented to tourists with mass market magic, jokes 
and games but the demonstrators are having fun 
and love a visit from other magicians. Worth a visit 
if you are at the Monterey Aquarium. 

 
GRAND ILLUSIONS 
7704 Fair Oaks Blvd, Carmichael

 
This family run business started by Steve Johnson 
and his parents in 1988 carries magic, costumes, 
puppets, makeup, special effects, juggling gear, 
novelties and more. 
 
EVANGELINE’S​ & ​THE COSTUME MANSION 
113 K Street, Sacramento

 
 
 
A fun shop of over 4800 square feet of basic magic 
tricks and a huge selection of novelty items, jokes, 
wigs and just plain fun. Upstairs are two floors 
filled with accessories and every imaginable 
costume. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
The greater Sacramento area has become a 
home for magic companies but you can’t buy 
retail from ​Murphy’s Magic ​. Look at their 
offerings online and ask your favorite dealer 
to order for you. ​Penguin​ and ​L&L 
Publishing​ are also based there and 
Ellusionist ​ is in Petaluma, but they do not 
have storefronts and are mail order 
warehouses only. They all offer informative 
newsletters and occasional free stuff. 
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https://www.houdini.com/san-francisco-pier
https://www.boardwalkmagic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/zucchinis/
http://www.grandillusions.com/category/magic/
http://www.evangelines.com/
https://www.evangelinescostumemansion.com/our-mansion
https://www.murphysmagic.com/
https://www.penguinmagic.com/
https://llpub.com/
https://llpub.com/
http://www.ellusionist.com/free-stuff
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