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.  
DECEMBER MEETING-Tuesday, December 3 

6:00pm- ​Doors Open​- Come early to share ideas, 
effects and news informally. Free back issues of 
Linking Ring ​magazine. Complimentary cookies, 
coffee and tea. And ​David’s Corner ​ (see below) 
7:00- ​Business meeting, Confirmation of 2020 
Officers ​ and Good of the Order News and 
Announcements 
7:30ish: Break ​ and more ​ David’s Corner 
8:00-​ Open Performance- with a Holiday Theme 
 
DAVID'S CORNER: DRIBBLE GLASSES, JOY 
BUZZERS AND X-RAY SPECS 
David Liotta will bring a sampling of vintage 
collectible novelty and joke items from his extensive 
collection to the December 3 Oakland Magic Circle 
meeting.

 
 

David, a member of the OMC, has been collecting 
commercial practical jokes for decades and has 
what is likely one of the most extensive collections 
in the country with items going back to the early 
1900s. 

 
Selections from his collection will be on display 
before the meeting and during the break with David 
explaining their history and function. There will be 
things you haven't seen in years or maybe you 
never knew existed. Stuff you remember from 
comic book ads. Novelties you walked past-- the 
bread and butter for most small magic shops –  to 
get to the magic counter at stores when you were a 
kid.  
 
This collection will surely offer surprises, make you 
laugh out loud and send you home with ideas and 
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an appreciation for the kind of humor many of us 
grew up loving and even incorporating into our act 
and sometimes our daily life. 
 

 
No doubt more than a few of us got in trouble for 
laying down a ​ ​Whoops!​, putting ​ ​insect embedded 
ice cubes​ into our parents' friends’ drinks, carefully 
sliding a ​ ​Whoopie Cushion ​ ​under a classmate at 
school or offering a Peanut Brittle ​ ​can filled with 
spring snakes​. 
  
It isn't too late for you to pull practical jokes. These 
gag items are still big sellers. Here are ​ ​20 funny 
ideas​ you can do. Some ​ ​new gags​ for sale. And 
Archie McPhee ​'s creates and sells the old and the 
new. A visit to their Seattle store includes a ​ ​Rubber 
Chicken Museum​. Sign up to get their printed 
catalog for some nostalgia from the days when the 
new​ ​Johnson Smith Catalog ​ was the best thing the 
mailman could bring. And they are still in business 
with their​ ​online catalog ​.

  
But don't miss David's collection on December 3. 
And he has promised to bring more in 2020. 
 

 

  
OPEN STAGE FOR DECEMBER AT 
OMC 
Our October meeting was a great success with 
many members and friends showing favorite 
routines and effects, often with a Halloween theme.  
 
For December we ask that you come with 
something to perform, possibly featuring a holiday 
season theme.  
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But it does not need to be limited to the holidays. 
This is a perfect opportunity to try something out for 
a real audience and if you want feedback, ask for it. 
Or show us one of your favorite effects. 
DUES ARE DUE 

December is the perfect time to pay your 2020 
membership dues. It should be easy to remember 
as the cost is a low $20. You can bring a check or 
cash to the meeting on Dec. 3 where outgoing 
Treasurer Robert Herrick will gladly accept your 
renewal which has many benefits including use of 
our fantastic library of books and videos, free 
lectures, teach-ins, prop giveaways and 11 
meetings of magic, friendship and cookies. 
No wonder we have over 70 members. 
Or send a check made out to “Oakland Magic 
Circle” for $20 to Robert Herrick,​ 1095 Amito Dr, 
Berkeley, CA 94705  
Potential new members can apply to join at any 
OMC meeting.  
Here is an ​optical illusion with your $20 bill​. 
Secretary’s Report of Nov. 5 and Oct.1 
2019 Meetings by Byron Walker 

November 5: 
The meeting was called to order by President Mark 
Tarses at 7:30 PM.  Second readings for 
membership were given for Steve Goldstein, 
Caroline McKeown and Joe Litvinchuk.  All three 
were voted unanimously into OMC membership. 
Mark Tarses discussed the magic items given to 
OMC members during 2019 and offered the 
remaining items to dues current members who may 

have missed any.  The value of the items is as 
much as the bargain-priced dues of only $20 for the 
entire year. 
 
Nominations for 2020 OMC officers ​ were 
accepted with the following nominated: 
President – Robert Herrick 
Vice President – Mark Tarses 
Secretary – Byron Walker 
Treasurer – Marc McGuire 
Sergeant at Arms – Donovan Rittenbach 
Librarian – John Owens 
Historian – Scott Poole 
Member at Large – Mark Richardson 
Member at Large – Gary Meyer 
 
Nominations were then closed with only one person 
per office nominated. The business meeting 
adjourned to make way for Apparatus Night! 
 
Apparatus Night at the OMC ​! 
Ten magicians presented from one to nearly a 
dozen magic effects utilizing apparatus.  ​Byron 
Walker ​ opened with The Mueller Report.  He then 
pointed out that this is just an updated version of 
one of the oldest tricks in magic, appearing in the 
first book in the English language to divulge magic 
– ​The ​ ​Discoverie of Witchcraft​ ​by Reginald Scot, 
published in England in 1584.  Then came ​David 
Liotta ​ with his collection of about a dozen effects 
with clocks and watches. 

 
Among the effects were Watch to Silk, the Hook 
Watch, the Sandwich Watch, Smashed and 
Restored Watch, Abbott’s Vanishing Alarm Clock (3 
versions), a Die Box effect only utilizing a clock, a 
Production Clock and the P & L Vanishing Clock. 
Then followed ​John Owens ​ with a Robert-Houdin 
Coin Casket from the 1850s with an interesting 
provenance. John routined this nicely with another 
antique piece - a Drawer Box hallmarked Wilkinson, 
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believed to be of British manufacture in the 1890s. 
Robert Herrick ​, being so fond of mentalism, 
performed a mind reading effect utilizing an antique 
divination casket.  ​Mark Tarses ​ then showed us an 
Inexhaustible sponge effect invented by Gaetan 
Bloom​.  ​Mark continued this between performers 
and at the end of the show tipped the working, 
which was probably even more clever than the 
effect!  ​Scott Poole ​ then performed one of his 
choice micro magic effects, the Hydro Die. 

 
Magic inventor ​Joe Litvinchuk ​ brought along a big 
bag of snacks but to our surprise the bottle of 
orange juice completely disappeared.  ​Donovan 
Rittenbach​ followed with Theo Bamberg’s most 
famous invention – a routine with his Okito Box​. 
Mike Della Penna ​ then showed us a collection of 
effects that crossed between a Die Box and Run 
Rabbit Run, using a rabbit or smiley faced moon. 
Mike closed with the great five spring snake effect.

 
Our tenth and final performer was visitor but friend 
of the OMC – ​Phil Ackerly ​.  Phil opened with a 
clever Abbott’s Block Penetration.  Next he 
performed a fine effect he purchased from local 
magician and magic builder, Paul Burleson, called 
Hole in One.  Phil closed with a dramatic and 
patriotic finale he developed. 
Videos of the apparatus 
presentations can be ​watched here ​. 

 
October 1: 
The meeting was called to order by President Mark 
Tarses.  The first reading for membership was 
given for Steven Goldstein, followed by the second 
reading for Sam Downing.  Sam was voted 
unanimously into membership of the Oakland 
Magic Circle – welcome Sam!  Mark Richardson 
discussed the Share the Magic public show 
sponsored by S.A.M. Assembly 112 of Concord. 
This being the Halloween season, the OMC cinema 
authority, Gary Meyer, discussed his affection for 
the midnight spook shows so popular years ago. 
He displayed several books devoted to the subject 
and discussed OMC member Arthur Bull, who 
performed spookers on the west coast as 
Francisco.  Examples of Francisco’s fantastic 
advertising, as well as books on bizarre and spooky 
magic were on display at a side table.  Mark Tarses 
mentioned that he had recently attended a 
performance of Jay Alexander at his Marrakech 
Theater in San Francisco and was quite impressed. 
Mark also announced that nominations for OMC 
officers will be taken at the November meeting, with 
the officer election to follow in December.  Mark 
then distributed a nice set of Multiplying Golf Balls 
to all paid-up OMC members.  A few of the 
previous gifts such as Lasso Card, a Svengali Deck 
and a close-up pad were offered to members not 
previously receiving them. As we say, “it doesn’t 
cost to belong to the Oakland Magic Circle, it pays”. 
Germar, who promises to attend meetings more 
regularly in the future, showed us the very clingy 
balls he uses and performed his Multiplying Ball 
Routine. 
  
Halloween Show at the OMC.  BOO! 
Being the Halloween season our performers 
responded by displaying their finest spooky and 
scary routines. Germar led off with his very 
appropriate Disjointed Skeleton routine.  Bill Austen 
followed with a Rapping Hand to answer questions, 
and then to be just a little more bizarre, a Rapping 
Skeleton Hand.  Scott Poole brought Harry Houdini 
(who as all magicians know died on Halloween) 
and Bess back from the beyond for a divination 
routine.  Mike Della Penna displayed his terrific 
Halloween backdrop and discussed its features. 
He also told the story of Matilda and the Telekinetic 
Timber. Gary Meyer, wearing his bold Scream 
necktie, told about the haunted barn where he 
screened movies as a teenager, while showing 
mysteriously alive objects recovered on a recent 
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return visit. ​He then recounted his recent stay at the 
Norwegian ​Hotel Union Øye​ where Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle often stayed and told the story of a ghost who 
haunts the place while bringing her alive in Bjornson 
Hall.​ Joe Litvinchuk closed our show by producing a 
voodoo doll from an empty box and had it stand up 
on his palm.  To show his supernatural powers, Joe 
also was able to balance a Sharpie on a deck of 
cards. 
                         Byron Walker, OMC Secretary 
  
  
COMING IN 2020  

Brad Henderson​ will be coming from 
Austin,Texas specifically for our lecture on 
Tuesday, ​January 7, 2020.​  Mark your 
calendar.

He writes, ​”I will explore a few valuable topics, 
using tricks as needed to illustrate the points, 
with the goal of providing tools to help other 
magicians better realize their own magical 
visions. 

My lecture isn't a show and tell of tricks, but 
rather is my attempt to discuss and illuminate 
valuable ways of approaching magic. The tricks 
are but a means to the end.” 

“When Brad Henderson speaks, I listen. His deep 
thinking about everything he does is eye-opening 
and educational. He truly knows how to make 
magic more direct, more effective and more 
magical for an audience”… Meir Yedid 

Brad Henderson has been a student of magic for 
his entire life and has been a professional, 
working magician since his high school days, 
growing up in Frankfort, Ky. Though specializing 
in sleight of hand magic and mind reading, Brad 

has explored nearly every branch of the Mystery 
Arts and has gained a reputation for being one of 
magic’s most vocal defenders and critics. He has 
taught magic for over 30 years. His book,​ ​The 
Dance ​, is considered one of the most important 
texts ever written on the art of Cold Reading, his 
Satanic Book Test​ was hailed as a comedy Tour 
de force, and his limited release lecture notes 
remain in high demand. 

Brad’s​ ​LIVE ACT on Penguin Magic​ has 
generated responses like these: 

     “Possibly the best and most magical 
performance I have ever seen. Brad Henderson 
takes magical theory and thinking to fantastic 
new levels and then he turns around and 
explains it all in such a way that will inspire 
magicians for decades to come.” 
 
    “I will watch this performance over and over, 
both from my magician’s point of view and from 
an audience members point of view. There is so 
much to absorb and learn. This my fellow 
magicians is just the beginning of a very deep 
and wondrous rabbit hole, how far down into the 
mysterious depths of magic it goes is truly up to 
you. The one thing I do know for sure... I want 
more from Brad Henderson!” 

See a ​ trailer​. 
Check out his website. 

 
2020 INSTALLATION BANQUET AND STAGE 
SHOW 
 
Also mark your calendars for ​Tuesday, February 
4 ​when our annual banquet will feature four 
award-winning magicians and their acts. 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Loren Lind​ was a friend of the OMC who joined us 
for the Flea Market-Auction where he sold bargain 
surprise grab bags of magic to benefit the Mt. 
Diablo Society of Young Magicians named after 
Lind. Loren started performing magic when he was 
9 and continued well into his 90s, also mentoring 
young wizards. He was one of the founders and a 
past President of the Society of American 
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Magicians Assembly 112, as well as having been 
President of both the national and international 
SAM. Fellow compeer Lance Snead  said, ​"He 
enjoys working with children. If a kid goes out to 
learn magic, it may take the child a long time to 
learn through books. But if they learn from Loren, 
they learn right away." 

 
Here is an article about his 80th birthday party in 
the ​SF Chronicle ​. 
 
Loren passed away this Autumn, 2019 at the age of 
97. 

 
 
Father Mathew Vellankal 
Some may remember long-time OMC member 
Father Mathew Vellankal, although he had not 
attended meetings for some time.  Unfortunately, 
he was killed in a car crash Thursday Oct 10 ​th​.  I 
remember him as a delightful person with a big, 
welcoming smile.  According to Mark Tarses, he 
performed Houdini-like exposes of fakirs in his 
native India.  To quote from the newspaper article, 
“Diocese officials said he was known for his sense 
of humor and skills as a magician”. 
  
His interest in magic began as a hobby in his youth 
and over the years he has pulled many a rabbit out 
of hats to raise funds for an orphanage in India that 
cares for 200 children who had been abandoned in 
the streets. A recent show raised over $4,500. 

He took his inspiration from Don Bosco, founder of 
the Salesians, who did magic to attract young 
people and then taught them about God and the 
Blessed Mother. “I have used magic for 
catechesis,” said Father Vellankal. 
 
“The magic does help me to reach out to so many 
people and make them happy and cheer them up,” 
he added. “There’s nothing like making everybody 
laugh and bring a bit of joy to the lives of people. 
After all, that is what life is all about.” 
Byron Walker 
  
Father Vellankal’s ​Facebook page ​ shows him 
performing.  
  
JADE ON SHEZAM! 

 
A fascinating conversation between the bay 
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area’s Jade and Kayla Drescher has just been 
posted on Sherzam!. Jade talks about how she 
got started, developing her act, the faux Chinese 
aesthetic in magic, her worst moment on stage, 
being mistaken for another Asian female 
magician, how she came to use a quick change, 
reinventing her act, handling sexual assault and 
much more. ​Listen on Shezam! 

 

THE OMC LIBRARY 

  
Advice to library patrons: OMC library policy is 
that material can be borrowed by members 
whose dues are paid ​both​ (1) for the year in 
which it is checked out ​and ​ ​(2) also ​ ​for the year 
in which it is to be returned.  Significant in 
December because it means that: 
  

If you wish to borrow from the library in 
December 2019 for return 

  
in January 2020 - your 2020 dues must have 

been paid. 
  

Don’t delay, avoid disappointment at the library 
desk - hand your $20 check to our Treasurer 
right away.  
  
In the October newsletter I mentioned two 
donations made to the library by Jack Potter.  Make 
that three – Garcia and Schindler, ​Magic With 
Cards​; George Schindler, ​Magic With Everyday 
Objects​; and Peter Eldin, ​The Magic Handbook​. 
Thank you, Jack.  And thank you also to David Fry 
for his donation of Trevor Lewis’ ​Close Up Lecture 
Notes​.  
  
I’m hoping to include a book review here from time 

to time.  Reviews from the past, concerning 
volumes that we have on our shelves.  With luck, 
things written by Lloyd Jones, whose name should 
be familiar to Oakland Magic Circle members. 
Copyright protected material, though, even at this 
date and arrangements with the holders thereof are 
yet to be finalized.  
 
Speaking of book reviews, my all-time favorite (and 
likely one of the shortest ever written) came from 
the same Mr. Jones.  Appearing in Genii magazine 
years (and years and years) ago.  Of and pertaining 
to the then recently published ​Case Histories in 
Hypnotherapy ​by Arnold Furst.  The review, all and 
every bit of it:  
  

“​Case histories in Hypnotherapy​. 
Pseudo-scientific claptrap. The worst of 
Furst.”  

  
They don’t write ‘em like that anymore; no they 
don’t. 
  
The OMC library will be open to members on 
December 3, from approximately 6:00 PM and until 
the start of meeting activities.  Members whose 
dues are paid for this year (2019) and next year 
(2020) are entitled to borrow material from the 
library without charge and to keep it in their 
possession until the following meeting.  
 
John Owens, OMC Librarian  
 

FROM THE ARCHIVES QUIZ 

 
I​n the October newsletter I asked why my 
article was named “Rosabelle, Believe.” No 
surprise that Byron Walker got the answer 
correct.  
 
Harry Houdini, among other things an 
investigator of  spiritualistic phenomena, 
entered into an agreement with his wife 
Beatrice (Bess) that if he were the first to die 
he would attempt to communicate with her 
thereafter.  To guard against deception on the 
part of spiritualistic mediums who might be 
involved in the transmission, Harry and Bess 
agreed on the message they would use. 
“Rosabelle believe” is purportedly that 
message. 
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The word “Rosabelle” was to be transmitted in 
plain language; the balance of the message 
was to be encrypted using a second sight code 
once employed by Harry and Bess in 
performance.  As coded, the second portion of 
the message consisted of the words “​answer- 
tell- pray- answer- look- tell- answer- answer- 
tell ​".  Based on the design of the code, this 
word string translated to the single word 
“believe”.

 
 
(​larger version here ​) 
 

  
  
 
DECEMBER QUIZ 
 
As we dig through the archives of the Oakland 
Magic Circle’s past all manner of surprises are 
found.  
 

Here’s one to challenge you. 
 

 
Send your answers to John Owens 
conjuriana@gmail.com  
 
 
 

MAGICAL RESOURCES OF THE MONTH FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS 

 
Holiday themed magic is fun and makes your show 
special during December. 
 
For example use a tree ornament for a Zombie 
effect.If there is a decorated tree in the room sneak 
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your gimmicked bulb onto the tree so you can 
seemingly pick a random sphere to float. 
 

 
 
Make a magic coloring book with holiday images or 
Sven Pad book to force a holiday image. 
 
Have a red change bag? Add some white fur 
around the top and you have a magic Chrstmas 
stocking. 
 
Redecorate your Temple Screen with holiday 
images. With the picture of a sled on one side and 
Santa on the other you can fill Santa’s empty sleigh 
with lots of goodies. 
 
It is often very easy to look at your existing magic 
effects and convert them to a holiday theme. 
 
Be sure to shop at the various dollar stores and 
large drug stores for all kinds of items that you can 
incorporate into your act for little money.The Dollar 
Tree chain is also a party store and has great 
selections including candy, ​plush animals​ that are 
perfect for productions and giveaways, ​garlands 
and streamers​ and much more for one buck. 
Buying online requires minimum numbers but in 
stores you have no limitations.  
 
Dollar General ​ has a wide selection including small 
trees and other decor. Pricing is a little higher but 
the selection offers more such as ​battery operated 
LED bulbs​ that would make a great production. And 
you never know what surprises you will find at 
Daiso ​, the Japanese $1.50 chain found around the 

bay area.  
 
There are  ​Christmas​ and ​Hanukkah ​ discussions 
on Magic Cafe with great ideas.  
 
Many dealers sell holiday magic effects such as 
Practical Magic​, ​Penguin ​, ​Murphy’s​ (wholesale only 
so ask your favorite dealer for the items you want), 
Abbott’s​, or video downloads like ​AmazeKids 
offers. They also have an ​ ebook by Marc Dibowski 
and edited for English by Danny Orleans. This ​free 
video ​ has some cute ideas. 
 
The ​Hanukkah-dabra Magic Kit​ might offer some 
ideas you can adapt with existing effects. 
 
This video offers five seasonal fun ideas from 
ellusionist.com (based in Petaluma). 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbQXRv2X8MU 
 

EAT LOCAL 

Shaan ​ offers wonderful Northern and Southern 
Indian cooking including Tandoori Chicken, curries, 
vegetarian entrees,naans and more at reasonable 
prices. Gather several others and have a feast 
before the meeting. 
 

 
 
Located at 3434 Fruitvale,  it is 1 ½ blocks from the 
clubhouse. 
 
Bjornson Hall is located in the heart of the historic 
Dimond District​ of Oakland on MacArthur Blvd near 
Fruitvale (there is a freeway off ramp). There are 
good public transit routes to Bjornson Hall. Check 
Moovi ​t for the best routes. 
 
The very walkable neighborhood has many 
unpretentious and delicious places to eat. We urge 
you to come early and try them out whether you eat 
in or bring food to the hall. Each month we feature 
a new adventure in eating. 
 
 
 
 

The Oakland Magic Circle December 2019 Newsletter                                                          9 



  
 

POTTER & POTTER DECEMBER AUCTION

 

It is always fascinating to look at magic auction 
catalogs. The Dec. 14 Potter & Potter magic 
auction is no exception with rare books, photos, 
posters, ephemera and some stunning apparatus. 
Most of us can’t afford to buy these items but 
catalogs can now be downloaded free of charge 
and you’ve got a book of prestidigitation history 
on your computer.  A few sample items. 

 
366. La Glace Liquide. Richard Gerlitz, ca. 2009. 
Art Nouveau mirror in green and gold-trimmed 
frame in which a silk handkerchief, used to clean 
the surface of the glass, slowly and visibly 

diminishes, then vanishes entirely, leaving the 
surface of the mirror solid. Original instructions.  

 
Fly-To Cage. European, ca. 1890. A sturdy metal 
birdcage vanishes from inside a box, only to 
reappear in a metal stand previously shown empty 
and set some distance away from the magician. 
Finely finished toleware props; some elements 
possibly repainted. Cage 5”. Very good overall. A 
handsome example of this classic prop.  

 
Sea-Ling’s Dancing Skeletons. Richard Gerlitz, ca. 
2014. The magician demonstrates a finely made 
praxinoscope. Placing a set of skeleton images in 
the viewer, the drum is spun, and as two 
spectators watch the dancing pictures, the 
identities of two cards visibly appear in the 
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tombstones below and beside the skeleton. Height 
9”. Original box. Hallmarked.  
 
Go here ​ for much more. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Ian Frisch ​ wrote a recent article in the NY 
Times where he stated: 
“ ​Deception-as-performance, however, is not just 
finger dexterity or a cleverly designed contraption. 
Magic comes alive when it’s shared between two 
people; it’s meant to build a connection between 
performer and spectator. Moreover, a magician’s 
goal is not merely to create a fantasy for their 
audience, but to bend, twist, or break their sense of 
objective reality. That’s a powerful thing. 
 
And when that happens, a profound element of trust 
is instilled in the magician. Magic shows you what 
is possible in the world, and the spectator expects a 
magician to take them on a journey that they can’t 
obtain anywhere else. But, sure, we all know it’s 
just a trick, that some duplicity is afoot. But that 
break from reality is captivating. It’s something that 
we can’t find anywhere else. Magic isn’t just silly 
card tricks; it’s the art of deception — something 
wholly unique in its experience, an encounter so 
profound that we can’t help but carry it around with 
us for a while. The moment of astonishment, fleeting 
as it may be, becomes a crease in your heart. 
 
But what is life if not a quest for the spectacular? 
That’s why humans are naturally drawn to magic. 
It’s the only situation where people willingly say, 
without hesitation, ‘Yes, please trick me, please lie 
to me — and don’t tell me how you did it.’” 
 
 
 

This came in an email the other day. 

 
According to the ​Wild About Harry site: 
“While working among Houdini's private papers at 
the Harry Ransom Center, playwright Beth Burns 
believed she caught a whiff of what Houdini might 
have smelled like. She described it as: "A nice, 
clean, woodsy smell—like Old Spice and shaving 
cream, with a note of coffee." 
 
I'm not sure if that's what this new Houdini 
Cologne smells like. But as this is the creation of 
our friend and class act David Haversat, I'm sure 
it's just as nice. So if you're looking for a gift for the 
magician in your life, look no further than your 
nose. 
 
Houdini - Cologne for Men will be available this 
Christmas and Hanukkah Season for $29.95. For 
pre-orders please contact 
houdinicologne@gmail.com​. 
 
Other Houdini inspired scents are found​ here ​. 
 

MAGIC IN THE BAY AREA 
Have an upcoming show or know of 
one in the Bay Area?​ Email us the 
information to be listed. Include title and 
performer, date, time, location, a short 
blurb, website link, & a publicity photo or 
graphic. All submissions must be sent in 
by the third Tuesday of the month. Email 
Gary Meyer, Newsletter Editor, at 
garymeyeredf@gmail.com  
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Announced performers are subject to     
change. Many Events are available at      
discounts through ​Goldstar and ​Today’s Tix​.      
Search for “Magic.” 
 
A BOX WITHOUT A BOTTOM -New Title 
Final performances are Saturday, November 30 at       
5pm and Sunday, December 1 at 2pm      

 
David Harita’s play had its Premiere at The Marsh         
in Berkeley under the title THE J-P BOX but         
considerable controversy resulted in the playwright      
/actor changing the name. Read about the       
controversy in Berkeleyside ​. The original title ​refers       
to a Japanese magic prop, the Soko-nashi Bako, or         
“bottomless box.” 
The show’s website explains, “In 1866, magician       
Namigoro Sumidagawa became the first Japanese      
citizen in over 200 years to receive a passport to          
leave the country. As part of the “Imperial Japanese         
Troupe,” he dazzled audiences across Victorian      
America with his exotic stage magic and became a         
media celebrity. By the time he returned home, his         
prize trick, Soko-nashi Bako, had been      
appropriated by American magicians in yellowface      
and rechristened as the “J*p Box.” A century later,         
Japanese-American ​magician David Hirata    
excavates the mysteries and stories of the       
Soko-nashi Bako. Through monologue and magic,      
he unveils illusions and surprises from the       
Japanese American story. 
  
Hailed as “a master of deceit” (KRON 4 TV) David          
Hirata has amazed audiences throughout the Bay       
Area with theatrical magic creations at the       
Exploratorium, the Yerba Buena Center for the       
Arts, the Oakland Museum, and at many private        
events. Previous shows include Kanji by Starlight       
at the Marsh, and American Wizards at the        
California Magic Dinner Theater. A Box Without A        
Bottom premiered at the 2018 San Diego       
International Fringe Festival where it won the award        
for “Outstanding World Premiere Production.” 

  
It‘s ​final performances are Saturday, November 30       
at 5pm and Sunday, December 1 at 2pm at The          
Marsh,​ ​2120 Allston Way ​. ​Berkeley.​415.282.3055 
Buy tickets here ​. 

 
  
FOOL LA LA -OVER THE RAINBOW is also at The          
Marsh. “​The Bay Area’s favorite Clown Prince of        
Fools, Unique Derique, returns to The Marsh       
Berkeley in his zany comedy extravaganza for all        
ages. This hippity-hop, non-stop flight of fancy       
features circus-inspired tricks, playful percussion     
and electronic body music in a whimsical       
celebration of individuality, with new surprises on       
the journey to discovering YOUR inner rainbow!       
After the show, express yourself the Fool La La         
way — get into the act and join Unique Derique in a            
free 20-minute juggling and hambone workshop for       
the whole family chock full of Fool La La fun!” 
Discount tickets available on Goldstar​. 
 
 

 
CHAMPIONS OF MAGIC features ​OMC 2018      
Installation Banquet headliner Kayla Drescher     
along with mentalist Alex McAleer, the hilarious       
Brtiish illusionist duo Young and Strange plus       
escape artist Fernando Velasco. ​It plays through       
Sunday, Dec.1. ​www.broadwaysf.com​. ​It also      
plays 7:30 p.m. Dec. 2 at the Golden State Theatre          
in Monterey  ​www.goldenstatetheatre.com​). 
  
Read the ​Mercury News article about ​Richard       
Young and Fernando Velasco — two of the five         
world-class illusionists featured in the traveling      
theatrical show.  
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Trailer and ​short film with each performer doing        
parlor tricks. 
Also ​ ​SF Chronicle feature on Velasco. 
 
Official website. 

 
 
MURRAY THE MAGICIAN 

 
 
Murray The Magician is a YouTube Sensation with        
over 1.5 million subscribers and over 1 billion online         
views, a regular on History Channel’s ​Pawn Stars        
as their Magic Expert for his 10th season, and on          
CW’s ​Masters of Illusion for his sixth season. You         
can also see him this season on Netflix’s original hit          

show ​Glow. Murray is the king of reality TV and one           
of the most sought after viral magicians.       
Internationally acclaimed award-winning magician    
with over 30 awards to his name, Murray dazzled         
the judges and 22 million people as a finalist on          
America’s Got Talent​, performing the largest      
illusion to date on their show where he made a          
1918 steam train disappear in seconds, along with        
other episodes producing a Ferrari from thin air and         
transforming a girl locked in a cage into a         
450-pound tiger. He has a regular show at the         
Tropicana Laugh Factory in Las Vegas. 
Sunday, Dec. 15 at 7:30pm at ​Cobb’s Comedy        
Club in San Francisco. Also at the ​Crest Theater in          
Sacramento on Saturday, December 14. 
 ​Discount Tickets 
 

 
PIFF THE MAGIC DRAGON’S CHRISTMAS     
PARTY ​will be at the Crest, Sacramento on        
Saturday, December 21 at 7:30. 
  
Other magic and circus shows available at ​discount        
on Goldstar. 

 
Opening this weekend at San Francisco’s      
Curran Theater. Tickets available through     
June, 2020. 
There is a lot of theatrical magic used in this          
two part show. 
Tickets are ​available here​. 
Watch the short trailer. 
 
Watch for our review of the show. 
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============================== 
MARRAKECH MAGIC THEATRE 
419 O’Farrell St, San Francisco 
 

 
The Marrakech Magic Theater Presents Jay 

Alexander’s Mind Tricks Live Show 
Shows Thursdays - Sundays 

 
For tickets and more information. 

 

 
Andrew Evans’ ​Illusions of Grandeur​ is at ​THE 
MAGIC PATIO​ and seats are available in 
December. You can ​sign up ​ to be notified of the 
upcoming new shows at the Magic Patio.  
---------------------------------------​----------------------------- 
RYAN KANE​    ​Exit Theater 
    156 Eddy Street, San Francisco 
iPhones vanish, whisky bottles appear from 
nowhere, and a paintball gun is fired at the man 
responsible for it all. 

 
This is the magic of Ryan Kane. Please Enjoy 
Responsibly. 
Watch for return dates  in January. ​Tickets and info 

 
Get expert instruction on magic tricks you can do in 
casual situations like parties and the workplace 
from one of the Bay Area’s top performers, ​David 
Martinez​. Then enjoy a close-up show where the 
miracles happen right before your eyes. Limited to 
15 participants; perfect for adults and kids over 9 
years old. ​Sunday, Dec. 15 and Jan. 5 afternoons 
at Studio by Terra Amico in San Jose. For ​more 
information and to buy tickets​. 
 

 
BAY AREA MAGIC DINNER SHOW 
2140 Clement St, San Francisco 
JAMES CHAN​ Prodigy Magician and Juggler 
11-year-old ​James Chan’s performances always 
include an ensemble of astonishing trick routines 
and juggling feats that will amaze and delight 
audiences of all ages. Using pure sleight of hand, he 
performs a 3 shell game, the 3 card monte, 
spectacular rubber band tricks, and his signature 
routine: "The intersection of Math, Memory, and 
Magic. 

 
 
DAN CHAN​- Breaking the Magician’s Code 
Dan presents Breaking the Magician’s Code at the 
Bay Area Dinner Show providing an evening of 
world-class magic in an intimate setting. The 
intersection of autobiographical storytelling, 
improvisational comedy, and magic are used to 
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create a unique and unforgettable experience.

 
 
Dan Chan Master Magician's newest show 
redefines magic in a playful, evocative manner! 
Tickets for all Dan and James Chan shows. 
 
 

      
CALIFORNIA MAGIC DINNER THEATRE 
                         514 Main Street, Martinez 
The magical evening begins promptly when you 
arrive and the fun starts right as you take your 
seat. Enjoy our three course dinner and signature 
drinks with close-up magic performed right at your 
table in between courses. Then, an hour-long 
stage show hosted by Gerry Griffin.  

 
 

California Magic shows: 
Dec. 6-7: Eric Stevens- Sold Out 
Dec. 13-14: Hank Morfin- Sold Out 
Dec. 20-21: David Hirata 
Dec. 27: Magical Nathaniel 
Dec. 28: Variety Show 
 
See ​CalMagic​ for tickets. Shows sell out early. 
--------------------------------------------------- 
GHOST HUNT WALKING TOUR  
 starring Magician ​CHRISTIAN CAGIGAL 
in San Francisco 

 
Every Wednesday thru Sunday 
Complete info and tickets 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 
HOPMONK TAVERNS 
FRANK BALZERAK​ aka “The Baffling Balzerak” 

 
Strolling close-up starts at 6:30 
Sebastopol every Wednesday 
Sonoma every Thursday 
Novato every Friday

 

 
SF MAGIC HOUR 
144 Taylor St.,San Francisco 
75 minutes of mind blowing magic with a different         
set of performers on the ​l​ast Monday of most         
months at 8pm. No December show. ​Brad       
Barton​, ​Christian Cagigal​ & ​Michael Feldman​.  
 
Tickets & info 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO MAGIC AND VARIETY 
SHOW- Street Magic Live 
First Saturday of every month at 8:30pm

 
Frisco Fred​, ​Jonathan Strange ​, Eric the Great & 
Chase the Entertainer ​. ​Tickets, Info and vide 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------- 
THE LOST CHURCH 
65 Capp Street, San Francisco 

BRAD BARTON, REALITY THIEF 
No December shows. 
Doors open at 7:30pm; Show 
8:15-10:30pm with one intermission 
Tickets and info​. 
----------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 

DAVID GERARD​: CHOICES 
Piano Fight 
144 Taylor St., San Francisco 
Returns in January 

 
Magician and mindreader David Gerard is back       
with new magic and mentalism for 2019. Over 75         
minutes, David's 20 years of experience with the        
mystery arts are on display, showcasing a wide        
range of magic and mindreading effects.  
A top hit with Silicon Valley companies and event         
planners, David's shows at PianoFight are the only        
place to catch him performing this new  
Tickets 

 
-----------------------------------------------------  
DNA's Comedy Lab  
155 S. River Street 
Santa Cruz 
Blind Tiger Open Mic Comedy and Magic every 
Wednesday. 
 ​Tickets​. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 
MAGICAL NATHANIEL 
Check website for a variety of shows and 
workshops at libraries, clubs and headliner at 
California Magic Club. 

 
_________________________________________ 
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PIER 29, SAN FRANCISCO 
Free 
Every Day (subject to weather) 
Rotating gallery of magicians including​ ​Glen 
Micheletti​,​ ​Ryan Kane ​,​ Chase Martin​,​ ​Fred 
Anderson​,​ ​Magical Nathaniel​,​ ​Lynx ​,​ ​Reed Kirk 
Rahlmann​,

 
 

_________________________________________ 

 
Frank Olivier​, ​Patrick Livingstone ​, ​The Seashore 
Variety Hour       ​        ​See Schedule 
              -------------------------------- 
 

 
SHIM LIM announced his LIMITLESS show with       
Scottish Mentalist ​Colin Cloud at San Francisco’s       
Golden Gate Theater for January 18, 2020 shortly        

after he won ​America’s Got Talent​. More tickets        
have been released for both the 2pm matinee and         
7:30 shows. The secondary ticket market will be        
selling them at scalper’s prices. Go here first for         
Info and tickets. 
 
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL MAGIC SHOP 

 
MISDIRECTIONS MAGIC SHOP 
1236-9th Avenue (near Golden Gate Park), San 
Francisco. (415) 566-2180

 
Locally owned and operated by Joe Pon with a terrific 
supply of your magic needs, lectures, private lessons 
and a place for magicians to gather. Ask about The 
Magic Club and get discounts off purchases and 
lectures plus regular notices about new effects and 
upcoming events. 
Watch ​“Is this the last real magic shop?” 
 
BYRON WALKER BOOKS 
 
OMC member and long-tine book dealer has about 
4000 books in stock covering magic, mentalism, 
gambling and bunco, juggling, and ventriloquism. 
He always stocks the newest titles and has the 
rarest of volumes. This is a mail-order business 
based in San Leandro. Byron will bring books to the 
OMC meetings upon request. Call him at (510) 
276-1854 or email ​byron.walker@comcast.net​ . 
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HOUDINI’S MAGIC SHOP  
Beach Street & The Embarcadero, Pier 39, San 
Francisco 
The local branch of a national chain located in resort 
hotel and amusement parks oriented to tourists but 
always worth a visit if in the area. 
 
BOARDWALK MAGIC 
Inside Neptune’s Kingdom at the Santa Cruz Beach 
Boardwalk, 400 Beach Street. 

 
 
Joshua Logan’s labor of love has an excellent 
selection and demonstrators who are serious about 
their craft. Surprisingly good selection for a tourist 
location and they will happily special order. 
 
GRAND ILLUSIONS 
7704 Fair Oaks Blvd, Carmichael

 
This family run business started by Steve 
Johnson and his parents in 1988 carries magic, 
costumes, puppets, makeup, special effects, 
juggling gear, novelties and more. 
 
EVANGELINE’S​ & ​THE COSTUME MANSION 
113 K Street, Sacramento

 
 
 
A fun shop of over 4800 square feet of basic 
magic tricks and a huge selection of novelty 
items, jokes, wigs and just plain fun. Upstairs are 
two floors filled with accessories and every 
imaginable costume. 
 
 
ZUCCHINI’S TRICK ‘N THINGS 
Monterey Canning Company, 1037, 711 Cannery 
Row # H, Monterey 

 
Oriented to tourists with mass market magic, jokes 
and games but the demonstrators are having fun and 
love a visit from other magicians. Worth a visit if you 
are at the Monterey Aquarium. 
 
The greater Sacramento area has become 
a home for magic wholesale companies 
but you can’t buy retail from Penguin, 
Murphy’s or L&L Publishing. 
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