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Your Board is working on some terrific lectures and programs for 2021. We plan to continue paying our lecturers and it is 
likely that many of our presentations will have a fee for non-members  ---other clubs have instituted this policy as of 
January, 2021. 
 
Who would you like to see lecture? Write: GaryMeyerEDF@gmail.com with ideas. 
 
Our first Magic Contest scheduled for February 2. Cash prizes, a trophy and bragging rights are in the offing but you have 
to be a member. The plan is to have another contest later in the year.  
 
Your $20 dues are a terrific bargain. In addition to our regular benefits we have added discounts on orders from 
Misdirections Magic Shop and Byron Walker Magic Books . Support your local magic dealers.  We are hoping to 
announce more exclusive perks soon..  
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WHAT’S AHEAD IN 2021? 

mailto:GaryMeyerEDF@gmail.com
https://oaklandmagiccircle.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/OMC-Contest-Announcement-final-reduced.pdf
https://misdirections.com/
https://www.byronwalkermagicbooks.com/
http://www.oaklandmagiccircle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/42889493580/


 
  
Do you know someone who might be interested in becoming a member? We are always happy to encourage new talent to 
join us.  
See OMC Membership  below for details. 
 

Watch on Zoom link below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89608088633  

Password: OMC   

Doors open at 6:30 for social time. 

 
Nathaniel Segal is an award winning full time magician and magic creator. He has an applied mathematics 
degree and theater minor from UC Berkeley and is a published magician. He was a past president of the 
Oakland Magic Circle and head facilitator of the for-credit magic class at UC Berkeley. He now performs and 
teaches magic all over the world virtually. He won first place in one of the first ever virtual magic competitions 
at AbraCORNdabra (watch the effect that won ).  Recently, he was invited to speak for the Gathering 4 Gardner 
organization's Celebration of Mind event where he presented on virtual shows. He specializes in performing 
corporate magic for some of the top tech companies in Silicon Valley and beyond.  
 
This lecture is perfect for anyone who wants to learn about the virtual magic world , improve their existing show 
or setup, or be able to perform some amazing tricks perfect for Zoom! Nathaniel will discuss in detail what goes 
into a virtual show from general elements to specific technical and theatrical improvements you can implement 
to make your presentations run smoother and be more engaging . In addition, he will share some of his original 
routines and effects never before released . With Nathaniel’s unique presentation style, you are bound to be 
entertained, informed, and baffled!
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MAGICAL NATHANIEL Lecture on Tuesday, January 5 at 7pm PST 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89608088633
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24LgoRb89oQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.gathering4gardner.org/


 
  

 
 
KQED featured Segal in their article  on adapting to online performances. 
Everybody's Zooming Into the Act 
For Magical Nathaniel—currently located in Oakland—adapting to the moment has been challenging and 
inspiring in equal measure. A predominantly local performer with a penchant for family gatherings and 
birthday parties, the 25 year-old performed his first full magic show in third grade (“a disaster!”), and 
developed his chops over the years as a resident magician at El Cerrito’s Playland-not-at-the-Beach, where 
he estimates he performed over 1,000 shows before it closed in 2018. 

Thanks to shelter-in-place and the internet, he’s been able to broaden his audience base to previously 
unimagined levels. Recently he performed for an after-school group of almost 200, including members as far 
away as China. He’s also performed custom shows and taught magic lessons for folks all around the country. 
In the spirit of embracing the unknown, he’s been adapting his performances to a variety of platforms, such 
as Instagram Live—where as many as 500 people might be watching at any given moment, and up to 23,000 
for an entire set. 

“Nobody knows what the future holds...but I think it’s going to be a very long time before we transition back,” 
Nathaniel muses. “And I don’t know that virtual shows will be transitioning out. I think they’re here to stay.” 

Seated at a low table in front of a glittery curtain backdrop that used to travel with him to his live 
performances, Nathaniel matches his shirt and bowtie to his decor, and his patter to his mutable audience. He 
relies in part on the willingness of his virtual clients to trust him not to use camera manipulation. He gives off 
a wholesome, camp-counselor vibe, and even from a digital distance, there is a feeling of personal care in his 
routine. 

Growing up without a lot of extra money for the usual beginner props and gags, Nathaniel began building 
his own tricks at a young age. He demonstrates some of his favorites: one camera-friendly moment in which 
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https://www.kqed.org/arts/13882001/keeping-the-magic-alive-how-magicians-have-adapted-to-socially-distant-shows


 
  
he makes money “fly,” and another using a series of sealed envelopes, which he opens one at a time with 
practiced aplomb. “I love envelopes,” he grins. When he finally pulls the card I’d been thinking of from the 
final envelope, I’m relieved—for myself and for him. Even from afar, this confident magic-maker has “read” 
my mind, and I’m appropriately impressed. 

“We all need something, a sense of hope, a sense of wonder,” he emphasizes. “And that’s, I think, what will 
help get us through this—whatever we’re going through.” 

Find out more at: SegalMagic.com. And watch his promo video here. 
 
Nathaniel answers our five questions below. 
 

DUES  
2021 dues are $20.00 for the year. 
Youth Membership- under 15-year-olds: $10 

Please mail them to: 

Oakland Magic Circle 
c/o Marc McGuire 
1737 Alhambra Lane 
Oakland CA 94611 
————————————————— 
If you wish to use your PayPal account to pay your dues, enter the following information to send your $10 or 
$20 payment to Oakland Magic Circle: 
1) Sign in to your PayPal account here, or register for one: www.paypal.com/home 
2) Send money to: marcmcmagic@gmail.com  
 
If you want to apply for membership or nominate someone send an email to President Robert Herrick 
robert@robertherrick.com or our secretary Byron Walker at byron.walker@comcast.net. 
 

Exclusive Members Only benefits  through December 2021: 

– Free Admission to all OMC Lectures, even if there is a fee for non-members 

– Exclusive access to selected past lectures  (you’d pay more than the dues fees just to see one of them 
from a magic dealer) 

– Eligibility to compete for cash prizes and trophies in OMC contests 

– Access to our large library of books and DVDs  (when we can meet in person again) and regular updates 
of what we have 

-10% Discount on orders of $40 or more from Byron Walker Magic Books 

-10% Discount with orders of $30 or more  from Misdirections Magic Shop 

-Advance announcement for special events so you can reserve your place 

                                     -More benefits coming 
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OMC MEMBERSHIP  

https://www.magicalnathaniel.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FRkdN-5cRmw&feature=emb_logo
http://www.paypal.com/home
mailto:marcmcmagic@gmail.com
mailto:byron.walker@comcast.net
https://www.byronwalkermagicbooks.com/
https://misdirections.com/


 
  
Your modest dues (we have kept them low for years) help us 

-Present monthly events including lectures, contests , and when in-person meetings return, our auction/flea 
market, two dinner shows , renting a meeting hall with a fully equipped stage, all while providing a forum for 
local magicians to meet and share. 

It isn’t just about paying your dues but helping build our club, the oldest independent magic club west of the 
Mississippi, operating continuously since 1925. We want you to help keep the club relevant and contemporary 
while learning from past and present trends and looking to the future. In 2020 there were 66 members 
including working professionals, aspiring pros, hobbyists and collectors. 

We want to top that number in 2021. 

  

 

The Oakland Magic Circle is pleased to announce that the Annual 
OMC Magic Contest will be conducted via a Zoom meeting on 
Tuesday, February 2, 2021 , beginning at 7:00 pm.  Now is the 
time for Members to polish their acts for presentation during the 
Contest.  

Cash prizes will be awarded in the amounts of $150 for First 
Place (plus a Trophy), $100 for Second Place and $75 for Third 
Place. 

Eligibility: All OMC Members and Membership Applicants who 
have paid their dues for 2021  ($20 for adults and $10 for juniors 
under 15 years) are eligible to participate in the Contest. 
Non-Members wishing to participate should contact the OMC 
Treasurer at marc.c.mcguire@gmail.com no later than January 
25, 2021, to apply for membership and pay dues.  

Rules:  All categories of magic (Close-Up, Parlor, Stage, Mentalism, 
etc.) are welcome to participate in the Contest.  Performances may 
be either “live” or pre-recorded for presentation during the Zoom 
meeting.  Performances should be at least 6 minutes in length 
and no longer than 15 minutes.  

Judging :  The Contest will be judged by a panel of prominent Bay Area magicians based on magical technique, 
artistic creativity and entertainment value. 

The Judges will be the First Place Winners of our last contests: Adam Cheyer (Close-Up), Heather 
Rogers (IntraClub Stage) and Tamaka (InterClub Stage). 

Sign-Up :  To plan for the Contest, we ask those who are interested in participating to send an email to the 
OMC Contest Coordinator at GaryMeyeredf@gmail.com no later than January 25, 2021 , indicating your 
interest in performing. 

Please tell us: 

-The type of magic so that we can balance the line-up of act 
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OMC CONTEST- CASH PRIZES and TROPHIES 



 
  
-The approximate duration in minutes 

-Will your presentation be “live” or pre-recorded 

-Can we record your performance? We will give you a copy and would like to post it on the OMC website with 
your approval. 

-Special requests- We will do our best to accommodate them 

(These answers can be changed as you get closer to the Contest.) 

In the event of time constraints, selection of participants will be in the order of their sign-up. 

Access:  Shortly before the contest date, Tuesday, February 2, 2021, a Zoom link will be sent to OMC 
Members and invitees who have been sent this announcement.  Participants will be notified at that time of their 
order of appearances and approximate time slots.  The contest will begin shortly after 7:00 pm and is expected 
to last about two hours depending on the number of participants. 

The contest will be available for live viewing by the magic community and friends. 

 
 
1. Please tell us the first magic trick(s) you were proud to perform and 
about how old were you? 
Perhaps not my proudest, but most early performing memories were of 
my first public performance - it was for my 3rd grade class. I don’t 
remember many of the tricks I performed, but I do recall doing the 
vanishing cup under a napkin trick. I did it with a glass cup and for the 
vanish, it missed my lap and the method was tipped by the loud crash 
and shatter of the glass hitting the floor. I Learned a lot from that first 
performance. 
 
2. And the first important magic book(s) and why? 
I grew up on The Practical Encyclopedia of Magic by Nicholas Einhorn . 
It is one of my favorite magic books to this day because the instructions 
are so detailed, the magic is accessible for all skill levels, and effects 
are really strong. I also appreciated a book that discussed the craft 
aspect of magic and I believe that was a major influence in my interest 
with designing and building effects. 

 
Another influential book was The Magic Show by Mark Setteducati . (Watch a video  of the book) This book was 
incredible because it actually performed magic for you! I spent hours with it the first time I read it at a 
bookstore. Such clever thinking and deceptive magic in a fun 10 act magic show. 

 
3. If you were going to a desert island for six months to do a deep dive into your magic 
what three effects would you take with you to perfect? And what three books would you 
bring along? 
My first choice would be to bring a deck of cards and Mnemonica by Juan Tamariz. I think 
there are so many incredible effects you can do with stacked decks that is something I 
would really like to dive deeper into. 
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MAGICAL NATHANIEL ANSWERS OUR FIVE QUESTIONS 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4334851-the-practical-encyclopedia-of-magic
http://www.einhorn.co.uk/
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/1560039.The_Magic_Show
http://www.marksetteducati.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6o7N0W9oqm0
https://www.martinsmagic.com/allmagic/books/mnemonica-by-juan-tamariz/
https://thedailymagician.com/juan-tamariz


 
  

 
But, I also feel that magicians make the mistake of over practicing their magic and neglecting the work that is 
involved with being a better performer and making your magic more engaging. 

 
So while their magic is extremely well polished, they don’t connect with the audience. If I can’t bring anyone 
along on this hypothetical magic Retreat, then I would bring along Maximum Entertainment by Ken Weber.  

 
Aside from saying that I would bring books like the Tarbell Course in Magic or Thirteen Steps to Mentalism, I 
would bring a notebook to design and write down magic ideas, and maybe a (solar powered?) 3-D printer and 
lots of magnets. 

 
4. You are planning a dinner party followed by your magic show. Among the guests can be any five people 
from history (living or dead, magician or not). Who would you invite? 

 
● Jean-EugèneRobert-Houdin ● WaltDisney ● NeilPatrickHarris ● TinaFey ● "WeirdAl"Yankovic 

 
5. What are words of wisdom or advice you can offer for aspiring prestidigitators? 

 
PERFORM. I know that can be somewhat difficult these days, but jump at any opportunity you can to perform 
magic for real people. This is the best way to truly learn and improve your magic. Listen to your audience. 
Practice your magic and do it in an informed and educated fashion - watch recordings of yourself and focus on 
points of improvement. Read and draw inspiration from your interests outside of magic and let that influence 
your magic and help you find your voice. Find magic knowledge from magic books and not YouTube exposure 
videos. Don’t be afraid to deviate from norms - if a magic routine has been performed for years and years, 
question why and if that is something that works for you or makes sense. This is a way we can push magic 
forward instead of living in the past.  

If you want to purchase any of the books mentioned in “Five Answers” or books about Harry 
Houdini we urge you to check with OMC member Byron Walker, one of the world’s foremost 
magic book dealers/collectors. Members received a 10% discount on orders of $40 or more. 
Write him at byron.walker@comcast.net. His website only shows a fraction of what he sells. 
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MAGICAL RESOURCE OF THE MONTH 

 

Anything and everything having to do with Harry Houdini is reported on this amazing website organized by 
John Cox. New entries and fascinating reports posted several times a week.  
 
Once to visit the “Wild About Harry” site you may not be able to escape.  So hold your breath and take a 
deep dive. 

https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/magic-books/maximum-entertainment-2-expanded-revised/?gclid=CjwKCAiAudD_BRBXEiwAudakX_DSeHYM75534cbsfLoWlQ4E2p2Yj6hbBsXJ8q7yiVOaPzg6TAJBlxoCzvQQAvD_BwE
https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/magic-books/maximum-entertainment-2-expanded-revised/?gclid=CjwKCAiAudD_BRBXEiwAudakX_DSeHYM75534cbsfLoWlQ4E2p2Yj6hbBsXJ8q7yiVOaPzg6TAJBlxoCzvQQAvD_BwE
https://discourseinmagic.com/maximum-entertainment-2-0-with-ken-weber/
https://www.martinsmagic.com/?s=Tarbell+Course+in+Magic%E2%80%8B&post_type=product&dgwt_wcas=1
https://www.martinsmagic.com/?s=Tarbell+Course+in+Magic%E2%80%8B&post_type=product&dgwt_wcas=1
https://mentalismguide.com/tony-corinda-13-steps-to-mentalism-review-worth-buying-it
mailto:byron.walker@comcast.net
https://www.byronwalkermagicbooks.com/
https://www.wildabouthoudini.com/p/about-me.html
https://www.wildabouthoudini.com/


 
  

 
(Some of these publications may have a paywall requiring a subscription. Your local library may offer 
online access to magazines and newspapers.)  
 
* ICE MCDONALD SPEAKZ: THANK YOU, M.A.G.I.C.  -  MAGICAL ANGELS GIVING IN CRISIS 
Hoping for a wonderful 2021 
I remember watching television a few months ago, and a news story came on about a mother whose job 
at the airport went away due to The Covid 19 shutdown. Things got pretty bad for them. That mother and 
her three kids had to share a bowl of cereal. 
I felt that something had to be done. I put out a call to my Magical brothers and sisters, and ask them to 
help with a project I called M.A.G.I.C. - Magical Angels Giving In Crisis. 
My Family, Friends and the Magic community showed up in a big way. I was able to purchase several 
$50.00 grocery gift cards, and with your help, we were able to feed hungry families this holiday season. I 
am so grateful to those who donated. You are real Magical Angels.  THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK 
YOU. 
Ice McDonald 
Hall of Fame Master Magician 
Watch the “thank you” video .  
 
* 80 Years Of Mingus Magic 

The enchanting story behind a magic shop in Reading, Pennsylvania that has been in operation for eight 
decades. Learn about the history, the culture and the community that has kept the magic alive in Reading for 
so many years. It’s far more than just a place to buy magic. This is the Mingus Magic Shop . 

On January 8th 1968 the magic world gained one of its most valuable resources when a young Wayne Shifflett 
first walked into the Mingus Magic Shop. To celebrate this anniversary join a watch party on Friday January 8th 
at 7PM EST and congratulate Mr. Wayne on living such a magical life.   

Or Watch the delightful 45-minute documentary here  anytime.  

* OMC member Glen Micheletti has a virtual greeting  for a Happy 2021. He had us believing in Santa again.  

* The Magic Castle  was shaken by allegations of sexual misconduct and racism as covered in an 
extensive Los Angeles Times article . Two weeks later the embattled general manager resigned as reported 
here. The Castle has been closed since March because of the pandemic but they are still presenting virtual 
magic shows every Saturday while offering food and cocktail “Curbside Cuisine” for locals. 

Kenrick McDonald is the Chair of the newly formed Diversity and Inclusion Committee at the Magic Castle 
and he writes about the challenges facing the Academy of Magical Arts. 
 
*Flynova 
This clever flying orb might have some magic applications—floating up  from a hat or other production 
prop or sending out into the audience for random selection. Check the Indiegogo video.  
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                                                    NEWS YOU CAN USE 

https://www.facebook.com/kenrick.mcdonald.1/posts/10158899103378149
http://www.mingusmagic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/306181707484903/?ti=ls
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=175770310428900
https://www.facebook.com/glen.micheletti/videos/10225138060897903
http://www.magiccastle.com/
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/story/2020-12-04/magic-castle-los-angeles-allegations-sexual-misconduct-racism
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/story/2020-12-18/la-magic-castle-furlow-resignation
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/story/2020-12-18/la-magic-castle-furlow-resignation
https://togo.magiccastle.com/
https://togo.magiccastle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/kenrick.mcdonald.1/posts/10158861099343149
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/flynova-pro-boomerang-spinner-with-endless-tricks%23/.


 
  
 
*WHY I DON’T DO ZOOM MAGIC SHOWS is a  hilarious short video  pointing up some of the challenges doing 
virtual shows. 

  
Spellbinders and Larry Wislon presented a New Year's Eve Telethon for their nonprofit, Education 
Renaissance of Nevada Initiative. It was unprecedented! You can still see the recording of the live stream 
here-- Facebook or YouTube. 
It's 12 hours of magic, mirth and mayhem that you won't find anywhere else (until the pandemic starts to 
subside.) with dozens of performers including Michale Ammar, Kyle & Mistie Knight Rocco, Shawn Farquhar, 
Suzanne, Michael Ammar, Dana Daniels, Jeff Hobson, Gregory Wilson, Jeff McBride, Stuart MacDonald, Kalin 
& Jinger and Franz Harary. The full schedule is here if you want to plan your viewing at your own pace. 

 

 
There are no live in-person shows currently scheduled but many performers are 
having success with Virtual Shows.  Support your local magicians. 
 
 
All shows are Virtual unless otherwise stated. Links for info and tickets  are 
underlined and in blue or red .  
 
LOCAL CLUBS, LECTURES AND MEETINGS 
 
Join IBM Ring 216 for their first lecture of the year as they welcome master of mentalism Richard 
Osterlind to the virtual stage. 

 

Richard Osterlind  is considered by many to be the foremost mentalist performing in the English language 
today. His unique mix of natural warmth with an almost supernatural ability to read thoughts, bend metal 
objects with his mind, and scores of other amazing demonstrations, has made him one of the most 
sought-after corporate entertainers in the world. 
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                                             MAGIC IN THE BAY AREA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zq9f4ShuCcg&fbclid=IwAR3Us-GI4AtlUl3py9l8XN5uHrkuVt9ZuTgVDPmACYizfrVHbQEVmRtwyGc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zq9f4ShuCcg&fbclid=IwAR3Us-GI4AtlUl3py9l8XN5uHrkuVt9ZuTgVDPmACYizfrVHbQEVmRtwyGc
https://www.facebook.com/freemagicfest/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVfcEGEl-ri96PuhMLWJj7fE4acppv2scClqhqtfswWR7OSbfhETY__4ojcS9SGLcEGkr3R8dWTynqJxZTjyGuo1tOW5Pi8_g5_6Q6sRmtF3j2hhSO1DK1XdUM1aBUPvHWMwzDCH13cGAm0WqiBK5Dc&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/freemagicfest
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWGzrYlfANpBuBkqLna5DMg/videos
https://www.facebook.com/freemagicfest
https://www.osterlindmysteries.com/


 
  
Cost: Free for paid 2021 members of Ring 216; $15 for nonmembers 

Lecture details are still in progress. Stay tuned! Check the Facebook page.  

Contact David Martinez to confirm. davidhmartinez@gmail.com 

Coming February 9: Dan Harlan 
 
 
This Shoot Ogawa lecture is only open to the Greater Bay Area.  There are a few spaces left. 
Contact kimsil@mac.com  if you want to join the lecture. 
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S.A.M. 112, Diablo Assembly  meets the third Wednesday of each month at 7pm. Write to Germar 
germagic2@aol.com to be put on the mailing list. 
They host the Society of Young Magicians  where young wizards can perform and learn. It is usually the third 
Monday. Zoom link. https://hangouts.google.com/call/xHHXATtBTQk3NVLQGv3NAAEA  For more information 
contact Subash subashshibu8256@gmail.com. They love having other magicians join them to do a trick or two 
and/or teach an effect. The SAM 112 website  is out of date but has basic info. 
 
VIRTUAL SHOWS- If you are a Northern California magician and would like to be listed here, 
please send information to GaryMeyerEDF@gmail.com  

 
 
For full details of Phul Ackerly’s Home Edition XXVII GO HERE .  
 

 
Susan Zeller, The Magical Storyteller is now available for booking live virtual magic shows for private 
and corporate clients. She also does charity shows. Susan combines magic and song. She can be 
contacted through her webpage at Susan Zeller - The Magical Storyteller  or by gmail at 
susan@susanzellermagic.com. She also periodically does virtual shows that are posted on Facebook .  
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mailto:GaryMeyerEDF@gmail.com
https://www.ackerly-entertainment.com/event/magic-comedy-night-home-edition-xxviii/
http://www.susanzellermagic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/susan.zeller.75


 
  
 
 
 

 
 
Is he Big Al Catraz, Cousin Otis or Not That (St. Nick) Guy? You’ll need to follow Glen Micheletti to find 
out who and where he is next on Facebook  or his website. 

 
The magic has not disappeared from The Marrakech Magic Theater but owner-magician Jay 
Alexander has shut down due to county regulations. But they will re-appear soon! 
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https://www.facebook.com/glen.micheletti
https://www.funwithotis.com/
https://www.sanfranciscomagictheater.com/
https://www.jayalexander.com/
https://www.jayalexander.com/


 
  
Want to talk shop? Want to work on something for your virtual shows? Need help with Zoom / 
OBS? Just needing some human interaction? Come join in. 
MONDAY NIGHTS @ 11PM (PST)  
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87506257565?pwd=OFQ0c3VwbUF6OWpqam8vem9tOTJIdz09 
Meeting ID: 875 0625 7565  Passcode: insomnia 

 
California Magic Club is closed until they can safely open but Gerry Griffin writes: “I'm very excited to 
introduce my new website focused on teaching the fine art of magic. As a subscriber, you get 
exclusive access to a private collection. New content is posted weekly! No matter your level of 
expertise, this ever-expanding library is based on 40+ years of real-world experience. Get started 
today! 
 
Supporting other magicians is a big part of my life’s work. When I look back at the mentors who 
helped me become who I am today, I am forever grateful. Teaching others is part of my passion for 
the fine art of magic.  
 
It is an interesting approach for only $10 a month. 
Check it out and read his terrific blog posts.  

 

Frank Olivier's Funny Fridays will resume soon. 

Check for streaming live on Facebook. 
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The San Francisco Magic 
Studio with Frisco Fred - 
Next Show is Sunday, Jan. 
10 at 5pm -Dates and Tickets 
here  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Brad Barton, Reality Thief is back with a brand new episode to his interactive online magic show! 
Imagine if Mr. Rogers had his own Late Night Talk Show inside of Pee Wee's Playhouse, but then one 
weekend they decided to broadcast it from inside a surreal futuristic Art Deco designed nightclub.  
Your home is the theater. Your screen is the stage. Bring a deck of cards with you and the magic will 
happen in your hands! Performing live and in person, Brad will share brand new magic, created just for 
this experience, with a healthy dose of comedy and fun. Broadcasting this month's online magic shows 
LIVE from one of San Francisco's most beautiful night clubs. 
 
New dates to be announced. Follow him on Facebook for info.   
Watch the delightful new trailer for the show. 
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Ryan Kane’s “Through the Looking Glass” Virtual Special Pay What You Can Show - Friday, 
January 8 at 7pm.  Info here and Tix. 
 
Tips and Tricks with Ryan Kane  now has 30 short videos posted. 

 
 
The Mostly Magicians Virtual Open Mic hosted by  Ryan Kane every Wednesday live at 6pm 
PDT.  Info, details and sign up to perform.  
They are resuming the monthly showcase shows this month. The sign up lottery post for the January 27th 
showcase is live. Lottery pull will be at the January 6th workshop show. Learn how it works 
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Christian Cagigal’s San Francisco Ghost Hunt presents  Virtual Ghost Hunt Fireside 
Stories  with Magic. Updates on  Facebook . 

 
Magique Bazaar - Follow Michael Stroud and Genii Perry on Facebook. 
 
 

 
Alex Ramon has been presenting a free live show Every Saturday night at 8pm 
PST but is taking a break.  
News on Facebook .  Zoom links are  here . 
You can schedule a party with Alex as the virtual magician. Introduce him to your 
non-magic friends. There is no cost but donations are accepted. Check it out . 
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Mike Della Penna creates WONDER and LAUGHTER with 
family magic performances that are equal parts PLAYFUL and 
ASTONISHING! His wife has written a children’s book, The 
Giant and the Elf based on a magic performance by Mike. In 
addition to personalized livestream shows and teaching magic, he 
has a busy schedule of Virtual Magic and Variety Shows...coming 
Livestream Virtual Monday Novato Shows on Mondays: Jan. 
11th & Jan. 25 at 6pm. Zoom links here.  Future shows will be 
announced here. 
 
 

 
 
Dan Chan and Family  -Get mystified with some fun magic & mind reading demonstrations 
from father-and-son duo, Dan Chan and James Chan — then learn how to mystify your friends 
yourself as they teach you a few of their favorite tricks for beginners.  
 
Dan is working with AirBnB to offer online magical experiences. Information and booking 
here. for “Magic, Marketing and Mind Control” on Jan. 25, 26 & 27. 
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Mai Tais & Magic with a Pirate! The 
Crazy Magic Show and Mixology How 
To! with Capt’n Jack Spareribs (Miles 
Ace)-  Go to the Website  to see all of 
the creative show concepts and find out 
about his next shows. And follow him 
on Facebook as well as his alter ego Ace 
Miles.  

 

San Francisco’s Magic Patio  does not currently have any 
scheduled public shows  but highlights from recent virtual 
performances can be seen on the YouTube channel .Sign up 
to be notified of new shows. 

 
 

 
Kevin Blake’s Virtual Magic  is available to be booked  for your group.  
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Brian Scott  is available with mystifying magic and illusions. 
Keep up-to-date on his Facebook page. 
 
 
For many more magic, mentalism and variety shows and magic classes check Eventbrite  and 
Goldstar,   Remember---if there is an admission price it is for your household. Some 
performers even allow you to invite another household. Always read the details. And watch 
shows from around the country by changing locations in the filter. 
 

 
A good place to check many performers for updates is 
The Magic Oracle , a beautifully designed website 
highlighting magic around the world with a page 
covering many  San Francisco area regular 
shows —when they return to the stage.  
 
 
When you have an upcoming show or know of one in the Bay 
Area please Email us the information to be listed. Include title and 
performer, date, time, location, a short blurb, website link, & a 
publicity photo or graphic. All submissions must be sent in by the 
third Tuesday of the month for the following issue. Email Gary 

Meyer, Newsletter Editor, at garymeyeredf@gmail.com  
 
 

 
Keeping track of the dozens of shows and lectures could be a full time job.  We refer 
you to the increasingly useful Virtual Magic Event Calendar.  
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During the holiday season there are many virtual shows all over the country. We are not going 
to try and keep up but suggest that you check Goldstar and EventBrite  for shows.   
 
Here are a few highlights: 
 
Our recent guest lecturer, Randy Shine, has a series of virtual shows throughout 
January. Check his calendar for dates .  
 
Eric Jones  will be offering a high energy virtual lecture on Sunday January 10th at 8 pm est. Cost 
is $30 but he is giving away the $40 Twitzed and free lecture notes delivered to your home and 
inbox! Reach out to @magicapplestore for more info and to buy tickets. 
 
Misty Lee’s Unicorn Wednesdays are a delight for both children and adults with magic and bad puns 
and jokes in short videos. There are videos where Misty and Bozaaroo discuss aspects of the profession.  
Visit the site  and sign up for weekly emails. 
 
Jeff McBride’s Magic & Mystery School offers a range of classes.  More info and to 
register. 
Every Monday night there are special guests in conversation at Mystery School Monday . Past shows 
are available to stream any time .  
Classes currently include a book study of McBride’s The Show Doctor  with Abigail McBride, Paul 
Draper’s ‘Focus on Family Entertainment,” “The Science of Magic” taught by Dr. Gustav Kuhn and Dr. 
Ricardo Rosenkranz, and more classes with Jeff McBride, Dr. Larry Haas and Tobias Beckworth.  
Check the full schedule. If you miss a class they are all available to stream. 
 
The Geffen Theater  in Los Angeles has long been known for producing great live theater. 
The pandemic has resulted in a series of successful Virtual shows with a focus on magic.  
One of Hollywood’s top producers, Frank Marshall  (E.T., Raiders of the Lost Ark, Seabiscuit, 
The Color Purple, Jurassic Park(s), etc.) got his start in the business working with Orson 
Welles and has been in love with magic a long time . In May 2019 he made his stage directing 
debut with Helder Guimarães’  Invisible Tango  and together they have created two more 
unique magic plays, the sold-out The Present and their newest The Future   which has been 
extended into March. Book in advance.  
 
The two talk about working together. 
 
David Kwong ’s Inside the Box is a hot ticket with The Enigmatist planned for 2021 at The 
Geffen. 
 
The New Magic Academy 2021 Lecture Series Kickoff with JD Stewart 
When: Sunday, January 10-12 noon, PST 
Free 
Register here: newmagicacademy.com/stewart 
JD Stewart MD (magic dude) performs all over the country and also runs a magic camp where he 
teaches children how to perform magic. Not do tricks but perform magic. What is the difference? 
Magic is more than a distraction, more than entertainment. Magic is important.  It brings hope. And 
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right now people could use some hope. Magic teaches us that things are not always as they appear. 
It teaches us to look at life differently. Magic is powerful. By teaching magic you build the art and 
bring hope to the world. Who knew! 
What you will learn: 

· How to book a location with no out-of-pocket cost. 
· How to fill your classes even when you are not good at marketing.  
· How to Teach Magic  
· What to Teach  
· How to produce the best show of your life.  
· And of course, you can't teach how to teach magic, without teaching some magic. So there 
will be a lot of tricks taught.  

Invite a friend. That is how the lecture series grows. The more people who attend the lectures the 
better lecturers he gets.  
Upcoming lectures (twice a month) include Bizzarro,  David Johnathon, Pop Haydn and The Other 
Brothers. The  complete schedule through May here. 
 
New York's Monday Night Magic  is always a treat with a different line-up each week. 
You can buy tickets for all of December here . Sometimes there are discounts at Goldstar. 
 
MAGIC FOR HUMANS (AT HOME) with Justin Willman  
Saturday, Jan. 16 at 4:00 PM PST 
Info and tickets 
 
Vanishing Inc. is starting a monthly Virtual Magic Show designed exclusively for 
magicians. There will be a full show followed by an exclusive 60 minute Q&A with that act. 
Ben Seidman is set for Jan. 6 followed on Feb. 10 by Lucy Darling. Tickets and info. 
 
 
The Magic of Lucy Darling- Carisa Hendrix will have a new series of shows soon.  
Dates and Tickets here. 
 
The Virtual Forum has The Magic Duel Experience on Jan. 8, Adrian LaCroix on Jan. 9, Alaon Nu 
on Jan. 16, Ashley Green on Jan. 23 and Javier Bota’s Paranormal Connection (in Spanish) obn 
Sundays. Check them all out . 
 
Scott Wells’ The Magic Word  podcasts features fascinating and insightful conversations with 
the world’s great magicians . There are 570 podcasts to catch up with and new ones every week. 
Listen here and sign up for notices. 
 
 
The Magic Lab is a Boston magic show where local magicians test out their newest material. Flop or 
flourish, fail or prevail: Anything can happen. The next show is Thursday, Jan. 21.  
Space is limited due to platform restrictions so be sure to reserve your ticket for FREE . You will 
receive a confirmation email with the show date and a link to join the audience!  Every show is 
different.    Join mailing list for upcoming dates. 
   
 
The Rick Lax Show  is one of the most popular magic streams with over 3 million followers, 
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magicians and laymen alike. Lax was one of the creators of Wizard Wars, invents effects sold by 
Penguin and talks about how his show went viral on  The Magic Word podcast. His  Making Magic 
series, directed to the magic community, is a short piece. 
  
 
The Bawdy Vaudeville Hour podcast  is on hold but past shows can be seen. Recent 
guests include Todd Robbins, Billy Kidd, James Taylor and Danielle Dupont. 
 

Magical Women with Connie Boyd- Recent guests have included Luna Shimada, Abigail 
McBride, Kayla Drescher, Carisa Hendrix and 145-year-old Amanda Nepo discussing creating 
magic Instagram & TikTok. Watch these and other past interviews here . 
Franz Harary’s Quarantine Talk. You never know who is next on the show.  
  
Piff the Magic Dragon’s Golden Hour and Piff Pod are both found on his Facebook page and he is 
recording many of them every week. 
 
The Society of American Magicians Lecture Hall  is open with special guests including Max 
Maven, Carisa Hendrix, Bruce Kalver, Jim Steinmeyer and more. Watch here . 
 
Unplugged Live with Luke Dancy  happens every Wednesday at noon PDT  and has recently 
featured Magic Singh, George Iglesias, Julio Montoro, Michale Ammar and Jay Sankey. There are 
giveaways during the live show but all are recorded for viewing at any time. Go here. 
 
Who Books That?  with  HARRISON GREENBAUM presented by the International Brotherhood of 
Magic. Recent guests include Rob Zabrecky ( joined by John Lovick and David Kovac), Suzanne, 
Gilbert Gottfried, Steve Valentine, and Jon Dorenbos. New episodes stream live every Tuesday and 
are always available for later viewing. 
Greenbaum also hosts an alternate Thursdays variety game show, SCAM Online with lots of surprise 
guests. For details on both shows visit his Facebook page. 
  
IBM presents JUST ABOUT MAGIC - Weekly Tuesday lectures at 8pm (Central). Recent guests 
include Jason Michaels, Bill Cook and Bizarro. 
IBM Members can watch  past lectures featuring Shawn Farquhar, Freddie Fusion, David Hirata, etc. 
 
 
The Magic Castle  presents Dine & Delight, Every Saturday at 7pm  
Check for each week’s different line-up. If you live in Los Angeles you can pick up food to 
accompany your virtual show. Tickets  
 
Vanishing Inc. presents  MasterClass.  A three-week course with three one-hour lectures and three 
30-minute moderated Q&A sessions on three Sundays at 4pm PDT. John Guastaferro in January 
followed  by Eric Jones, Mike Caveny, Daniel Garcia and Peter Samuelson. All sessions are recorded 
and can be purchased. 
 
Vanishing Inc. Insider Podcasts with recent guests Teller, Tina Lenert, Ricky Smith, Piff, and Ben 
Harris.  
 
Mix, pour and enjoy your favorite adult beverage during this week's Magic and Martinis Thursday 
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virtual happy hour along with your host, Scott Wells, as he welcomes his always interesting 
guests.. Join the fun and the conversation with your comments, questions and jokes this 
Thursday nights. This will be LIVE streamed on YouTube  and Facebook . 
 
Engage! with  Bruce Gold  offers Pro-Tips for Performers & Presenters. These sessions are pure 
Gold.   He also hosted THE BRUCE GOLD SHOW, a late-night style talk show with magicians. Past 
shows can be seen.  
 
Sleightly Magic presents “The Best Magicians You’ve Never Heard Of.” 
 
Poe’s Theatre  in Baltimore offers magic shows every weekend--all in the comfort of your home.  
 
The  Magic Parlour At Home from Chicago is every Friday and Saturday at 8pm (CDT) on their 
Facebook page. It includes both performances and lessons. Full January schedule and tickets. 
  
The Chicago Magic Lounge (virtual) Cocktail Hour is a fully-produced, live magic show explicitly 
designed for home viewing through Zoom. Performances are filmed at the Chicago Magic Lounge and 
feature four stellar close-up magicians, lots of audience participation, and a cocktail demonstration by 
one of our craft bartenders.. Every Friday at 4:30pm pst l6:30pm (cst). Details and tickets. 
Check their Facebook for news. 
 
 
Penn’s Sunday School  is on hiatus but there are plenty of past shows to enjoy. They are not 
always about magic but the podcasts are fun and irreverent. Catch up here. 
 
David Blaine continues to do magic for celebrities here. 
 
Jay Sankey posts effects and interviews regularly. They can be streamed later too on his YouTube 
channel. 
 
Shezam! has been on for two years with informative and revelatory interviews and discussions about 
many things but with a focus on women in magic. Kayla Drescher continues to host. Current and past 
podcasts are here . 
 
And Kayla Drescher is offering online magic Workshops for Couples, Magic Camp for kids and 
One-on-One Lessons. 

Derren Brown Memory and Magic Videos here . Improve Your Memory Episode . 

121 Days of Magic  from Shin Lim- Amazing magic shot over the past four months compiled into one 
3 ½ minute video.!  Watch here  along with other short pieces. 

                                  

For many more magic, mentalism, variety shows and magic classes check Eventbrite 
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and Goldstar,   Remember---if there is an admission price it is for your household. 
Some performers even allow you to invite another household. Always read the details. 
 
To keep up on things visit various Facebook pages such as SF BAY AREA MAGIC SHOWS , 
MAGIC GARAGE MAGICIANS,  S.A.M. SILICON VALLEY ASSEMBLY #94 ,  I.B.M Ring 216 , 
MEMES FOR MAGICIANS  (more humor than postings) PCAM ,  FULL CIRCLE MAGIC , 
MAGICIANS WORLDWIDE , ALL THINGS MAGIC ,  MAGICIANS AROUND THE GLOBE ,  BEST 
MAGICIANS WORLDWIDE  features a lot of street magic, MAGICIANS AND ILLUSIONS ,  COIN 
AND CLOSE UP MAGIC ,  JOAO MIRANDA  and  ALL MAGICIANS AND JUGGLERS  have 
many magicians posting their routines. It is always fun to see what others around the world are 
working on. 
 
 

 
Have you ever said, “I wish we had a local magic shop?”  
Well---we do and please support them or we might lose them, especially in 
this difficult time. Some have social distancing in-person hours and all will 
gladly take your order on the phone or from their websites.  

 
MISDIRECTIONS MAGIC SHOP  - 1236-9th Avenue (near Golden Gate Park), San Francisco. (415) 
566-2180. Locally owned and operated by Joe Pon with a terrific supply of your magic needs, 
lectures, private lessons and a place for magicians to gather. The physical store is open 12-3 
Tuesday-Friday and 12-5 on Saturdays and Sundays--- with social distancing. They do mail and 
phone orders. If he doesn’t have it, he will get it for you. Tell Joe that OMC sent you.  
 
Weekly posts on Instagram , Twitter , YouTube , and Facebook  offer suggestions for virtual 
show effects. Gift Certificates are available (wink wink, nudge nudge) You can purchase Maximum 
Entertainment and Mnemonica mentioned by Magical Nathaniel in Five questions and get a 10% 
discount with any orders of $30 or more if you are a member of OMC 
Watch “Is this the last real magic shop?”  
Read about April Halog’s visit to Misdirections .  
Hoodline interviews owner Joe Pon. 
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https://www.goldstar.com/oakland-east-bay?q=magic&page=2
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SanFranciscoBayAreaMagicShows/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/7844479990/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/7844479990/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/173118716216111/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/173118716216111/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ring216/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ring216/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MemesForMagiciansOfficial/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MemesForMagiciansOfficial/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/pcam.magic/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/pcam.magic/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/451399161690377/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/451399161690377/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/magiciansworldwide/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/magiciansworldwide/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/allthingsmagic/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/allthingsmagic/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/magicians.cafe/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/magicians.cafe/
https://www.facebook.com/bestmagiciansworldwide/
https://www.facebook.com/bestmagiciansworldwide/
https://www.facebook.com/bestmagiciansworldwide/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Magicians.Illusionists/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Magicians.Illusionists/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/430035823692414/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/430035823692414/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/430035823692414/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/355470724812004/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/355470724812004/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MagiciansandJugglers/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MagiciansandJugglers/
http://shop.misdirections.com/
https://www.instagram.com/misdirectionsmagic/
https://twitter.com/JoeMisdirection
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVuUyuBC_nKuHRalmMEimnw?view_as=subscriber
https://www.facebook.com/misdirectionsmagicshop
https://misdirections.com/shop/ols/products/maximum-entertainment-20-expanded-revised-by-ken-weber
https://misdirections.com/shop/ols/products/maximum-entertainment-20-expanded-revised-by-ken-weber
https://misdirections.com/shop/ols/products/mnemonica-by-juan-tamariz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfp5SOzVM8Q
https://aiko8bit.wordpress.com/2013/04/22/misdirections-magic-shop/
https://hoodline.com/2015/02/misdirections-magic-shop-the-inner-sunset-s-wizard-school/


 
  
BYRON WALKER BOOKS - OMC member and long-tine book dealer has about 4000 books in stock 
covering magic, mentalism, gambling and bunco, juggling, and ventriloquism. He always stocks the 
newest titles and has the rarest of volumes. This is a mail-order business based in San Leandro. 
Byron will bring books to the OMC meetings upon request (when they are back in person) but for now 
is doing mail order, has good prices and a deep inventory of both the newest books and hard-to-find 
vintage volumes. He accepts PayPal. Call him at (510) 276-1854 or email byron.walker@comcast.net 
Get a 10% discount with all orders of $40 or more if you are a member of OMC. 
 
 
HOUDINI’S MAGIC SHOP  - Beach Street & The Embarcadero, Pier 39, San Francisco The local 
branch of a national chain located in resort hotels and amusement parks oriented to tourists but 
always worth a visit if in the area.  
 
BOARDWALK MAGIC  -400 Beach Street, Santa Cruz. Joshua Logan’s labor of love has an excellent 
selection and demonstrators who are serious about their craft. Surprisingly good selection for a tourist 
location and they will happily special order.  
 
ZUCCHINI’S TRICK ‘N THINGS - Monterey Canning Company, 711 Cannery Row # H, Monterey. 
Oriented to tourists with mass market magic, jokes and games but the demonstrators are having fun 
and love a visit from other magicians. Worth a visit if you are at the Monterey Aquarium.  
 
GRAND ILLUSIONS - 7704 Fair Oaks Blvd, Carmichael This family run business started by Steve 
Johnson and his parents in 1988 carries magic, costumes, puppets, makeup, special effects, juggling 
gear, novelties and more. They are having a “going out of business sale” with plenty of bargains. It 
looks like they will lose their building by mid-January. Steve is also offering Teach-Ins so get on his 
mailing list. 
 
EVANGELINE’S COSTUME MANSION  - 113 K Street, Sacramento A fun shop of over 4800 square 
feet of basic magic tricks and a huge selection of novelty items, jokes, wigs and just plain fun. 
Upstairs are two floors filled with accessories and every imaginable costume.  
 
---------------------------------------------------------  
The greater Sacramento area has become a home for magic companies but you can’t buy retail from 
Murphy’s Magic. Look at their offerings online and ask your favorite dealer to order for you. Penguin 
Magic and L&L Publishing are also based there and Ellusionist is based in Petaluma, but they do not 
have storefronts and are mail order warehouses only. They all offer informative newsletters and 
occasional free stuff. But order their products from your local dealer. 
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https://www.byronwalkermagicbooks.com/
mailto:byron.walker@comcast.net
https://www.houdini.com/san-francisco-pier
https://www.boardwalkmagic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/zucchinis/
https://www.facebook.com/GrandIllusionsMagic/
https://www.evangelinescostumemansion.com/
https://www.murphysmagic.com/
https://www.penguinmagic.com/
https://www.penguinmagic.com/
https://llpub.com/
https://www.ellusionist.com/

